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Letter from the MANAGING EDITOR 


fa day has gone by since the Fiesta Bowl without some mention of Nebraska foot- 

ball in the paper, on the news wires, in a magazine or on TY, then it somehow es- 

caped my attention. I won't be the least bit surprised if I turn on the TV tonight 

and see Tommie Frazier mingling with Kramer and Elaine or Dr. Tom Osborne 
assisting Dr. Mark Greene in the ER at County General. 

Unfortunately, it's more likely that I'll see Christian Peter playing himself on 
America’s Most Wanted. 

Tt was a tough offseason for the Cornhuskers. After brutalizing Florida to win its 
second consecutive national championship, the Nebraska football program has been un- 
able to stay out of the news—for all the wrong reasons. Reports of Cornhuskers arrests 
were becoming as common as sellouts in Lincoln. Two of the biggest 
stories of the NFL draft involved running back Lawrence Phillips, 
who probably would have been the No. 1 pick if not for his assault of 
a former girlfriend last fall, and defensive tackle Christian Peter, who 
was taken by the Patriots in the fifth round and then dumped be- 
cause of a rap sheet that made Johnny Rodgers look like a saint. 
Frazier wasn’t drafted at all after doctors discovered a recurrence of 
blood clots in his leg. And the team suffered genuine tragedy in April 
when quarterback Brook Berringer, who was flawless in relief while 
Frazier waged his first battle with blood clots in 1994, died in the 
crash of the small plane he was piloting. 

It was an offseason unlike any other for Nebraska, which had been 
largely immune to negative press for the first two decades of Osborne's reign in 
Lincoln. The only thing familiar about it was spring football. The procession of great 
players through Memorial Stadium continued, with future studs moving into slots va- 
cated by former studs. 

And for those who crave stability, there was Nebraska's offensive line. It doesn’t re- 
ally matter whether the team loses or returns all five starters, because Huskers fans 
know they'll have a front wall that makes life easy for people like Phillips, Derek Brown, 
Mike Rozier, Roger Craig, Jarvis Redwine, I.M. Hipp and, yes, Johnny Rodgers. The 
names of the linemen change, and the names probably aren’t familiar because few were 
highly recruited. But, somehow, the Huskers keep cranking out awesome blockers. 

We asked Terry Frei to explore how they do it. Terry, a columnist for the Denver 
Post, was intrigued. The son of Jerry Frei, the former coach at Oregon and a longtime 
NFL assistant, Terry has been in and around football his entire life. There isn’t much re- 
garding football that he hasn't done, seen or heard. But when it came to the Huskers’ 
ability to transform unknown Nebraska farm boys into All-American linemen, Terry 
knew there had to be more to it than Nebraska's world-class weight room. 

“T think football has been pretty much ‘How much can you bench press?’, and these 
guys have pretty much gotten away from that,” Terry says. 

What he found was a unique system for developing linemen. That's why you won't 
see Nebraska linemen running laps or doing aerobics, but you will see them practicing 
short bu Frei explains in “Corn-fed Beef,” which begins on page 18. 

We have Nebraska No. 2 in our preseason Top 25. Our pick to dethrone the Huskers 
is Florida State, led by Randy Moss, another high-profile player with a troubled past. 
Moss, a redshirt freshman, was in jail when this magazine went to press, but he'll be 
one of the game’s most electrifying wide receivers this fall. Gerald Ensley explores 
Moss’ story in “First Turbulence, Then Takeoff” (page 38). Notre Dame quarterback 
Ron Powlus and Northwestern coach Gary Barnett are among the many other feature 
subjects that complement our regular assortment of conference previews, predictions, 
schedules and more on Divisions LA and LAA. 

After reading this yearbook, you'll be ready for the start of the season. THE SPORTING 
News will be ready, too, beginning with our College Football Preview issue August 19. 
You can follow college football every week of the season in THE SporTING News as well 
as at our new site on America Online (keyword: The Sporting News). Our service will 
offer regular updates on each Division I-A team, message boards, chat rooms and Ivan 
Maisel’s previews of each week's big games. 

As always, we welcome your comments on any of our products. The reader survey 
on pages 3 and 4 is one way to tell us how you feel about college football in general and 
this yearbook in particular. You also can write us at The Sporting News, 10176 
Corporate Square Drive, Suite 200, St. Louis, MO 63132, fax us at 314-993-7723, or e- 
mail us at tsnmail@aol.com, 

Keep in touch. We like hearing from people who enjoy college football as much as we 


TERRY FREI 


vs 
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“YO, IT’S FLY. THE 
(ae) COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


SIDE SCOOP ON THE 


BOSS WANTS TO KN 
AND THIS YEARBOOK. 


SCHOOL BOYS FROM 


OW WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT 
FLY’S TALKIN’ ABOUT THE IN- 


“THE BIBLE OF SPORTS.” TELL 


THE SPORTING NEWS WHAT YOU THINK AND YOU GET A SHOT AT SOME 


ALL you have to do is answer the following questions and return this survey to the address on the 
next page by October 1, 1996, and you'll be entered in a drawing for a $100 gift certificate for sports 
apparel from 1-800-PRO-TEAM - or one of 25 copies of The Sporting News Pro Football quides. 


“GET GOIN’. I’LL SEE YOU IN THE SPORTS PAGES.” 


1. Do you favor a playoff to deter- 
mine college football's Division I-A 
national champion? © Yes © No 


la. 1 yes, how many teams should 
be involved? 2 4 


2. Would you like to see more bowl 
games created? © Yes © No 


3. Which Top 25 poll do you think is 
more accurate — the one voted on 
by the media (Associated Press) or 
the one voted on by the coaches 
(CNN/USA Today)? © AP 

© CNN/USA Today © Neither 


4. How should the teams that play in 
the national title game be selected? 

> Using one or more of the existing 
polls © Committee selection 


5. Are too many college games tele- 
vised? © Yes <No 


6. Should players who transfer from 
one Division I-A program to another 
be required to sit out one year? 

> Yes © No 


| 1. Should college athletes be paid? 
1 O Yes ©No 


8. Do you believe that the Heisman 


college football player in the 
country? © Yes © No 


9. Do you feel the college game has 
been hurt by too many players going 
proearly? © Yes © No 


10. tdeatly, when would you like to 
purchase The Sporting News College 
Football Yearbook? © June 15 
June 30 © fuly15 © July 31 


Il. which conference do you follow 


most? © ACC © Big East 
>BigTen ©Big12 © Pac-10 < 
SEC © WAC 


12. tit came at the expense of our 
Division I-AA coverage, would you 
like to see us devote more space to 
Division I-A conferences? 

Yes ©No 


Trophy is usually awarded to the best: 


1 13. Have you ever watched a 
} sporting event on pay-per-view? 
Yes © No 


14. How many college football 
games do you attend in a season? 
0:2 ©3810 over ld 


15. Is your favorite team in any of the 
four professional sports outside your 
local market? © Yes No 


16. tf we could devote more or less 

space to certain sections (without 

changing the overall number of 

pages), how would you like to see 

that space used? 

More Fewer Perfect 

pages pages asis 

—— Feature articles on 
players, issues, etc. 

___League previews 

____ Scouting the nation 
and conferences 

__ Predictions (confer- 
ence races, All- 
America teams, etc.) 

____ Openers 


| 
Please turn the page ag ry) 


T1. Would you like to see more cov- 


erage of Divisions II and III? 
© Yes © No 


| 18.wouta you tike to see more cov- 


erage of high school recruiting? 
© Yes ©No 


19. Anything else we should change 


to improve T] 
College Football Yearbook? 


20..Do you refer to ‘The Sporting 
News College Football Yearbook 
throughout the season? 

Yes ©No 


20a. if yes, how often? © weekly 
© monthly © constantly 


21. How many other people read 
your copy of i 5 
College Football Yearbook? 

O1° 02 03 O4 95 

| ©610 © 11-15 © more than 15 


22. What factors influenced you to 
buy College 
Football Yearbook? (Check all that 
apply.) © overall editorial content 
© graphic presentation © cover 
© price © name recognition 


23. Which other Yearbooks from ‘The 
Sporting News do you read or look 


through? (Check all that apply.) 
© fantasy baseball 
© pro basketball © baseball 
| © college basketball © hockey 

| © fantasy football 


24. if it were possible to buy all eight 
of The Sporting News Yearlooks on 


a subscription basis, would you do 


| so? © Yes ©No 


25. Do you read Yearbooks from 
other companies? © Yes © No 


© pro football 


| Ua. tyes, which ones? 
© Athlon 

© Lindy's 

© College Sports 

© Street & Smith's 

© College Preview 
College Football Scene 
» Sports Illustrated 
ESPN 

© Other. 


26. Do you read The Sporting News 


weekly magazine? © Yes © No 


2a. 1f yes, are you a subscriber? 
» Yes ©No 


27. Do you play sports? 
Yes ©No 


27a. If yes, what sports do you play? 


football © golf 
© baseball © tennis 
© softball © running 
basketball © cycling 


© hockey 
> soccer 
© other (s) 


© hiking/walking 
© rollerblading 


28. Have you ever purchased some- 
thing through the mail? 
»Yes ©No 


29. Do you own a personal computer? 
>Yes ©No 


30. Do you currently subscribe to an 
on-line service? © Yes © No 


31. Do you play in a Rotisserie or 
other fantasy league? © Yes © No 
» baseball © football 

© basketball © hockey © golf 


32. Do you collect trading cards? 
Yes ©No 


32a. Iryes, which sports? 


> baseball © football 
> basketball © hockey 
© other 


+ 320. Where do you purchase them? 
© memorabilia store 
© convenience store © supermarket 
© mass merchandiser 
(K-Mart, Bradlees, etc.) 
© other. 


33. Do you wear merchandise fea- 
turing your teams’ logos? 
Yes No 


34. How much do you spend a year 
on sporting goods (clothes and 
equipment)? © under $100 

© $100 to$250 © over $250 


35. will you be buying a new car or 
truck in the next two years? 
Yes ©No 


36. Have you bought a new car or 
truck in the last two years? 
Yes ©No 


37. Do you consider brand names in 
your purchasing decisions? 
©Yes ©No 


38. Have you ever traveled to attend 
a baseball game outside your local 
market? © Yes © No 


39) Please check the category that in- 
cludes yourage. © Under 18 
18-24 © 25-29 95-44 55-64 
© 30-34 © 45-54 © Over 64 


40. Are you... © male? © female? 


41. Are you... © 


> married? © single? 


42. Did you attend or graduate from 
college? © Yes ©No 


43. Which of the following categories 
contains your approximate total 
household income, before taxes, for 
1996? (Please include total earnings 
for all members of your household 
from all sources.) 

© Under $20,000 © $50,000-$74,999 
> $20,000-$29,999 © $75,000-$99,999 
© $30,000-$39,999 © $100,000-$199,999 
© $40,000-$49,999 © Over $200,000 


THIS PORTION IS FOR OUR RECORDS AND WILL BE KEPT 
CONFIDENTIAL AND SEPARATE FROM YOUR SPORTS POLL ANSWERS. 
PLEASE FILL IN THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 


Name, Please return the survey to: 

Address The Sporting News 

City College Football Survey 
P.O. Box 1040 

we Zip Code Millburn, NJ 07041 


Compiled by Tom Dienhart, 
Leslie Gibson McCarthy, Joe Hoppel, 
Mike Huguenin and Mike Nahrstedt. 


ERNIE DAVIS | | Beles 
i eoneensus All American tegmeall } 
a wice. Better yet, he was the All- a S 
id. All the time. 
Ernie Davis swept aci the college football (2) 
landscape more than three decades ago, moving a + 


with uncommon grace on and off the field, Along 
the way, he blazed a trail, becoming the first black 
player to win the Heisman Trophy. stall has the Yankebsand 
In an era virtually devoid of his Lhas the 
when showboating was not only frowned upon but 
downright uncool, Davis stood above the rest. He was 
unfailingly modest, polite, kind and happy. And enor- 
mously talented, as the halfback 


tics and Bulls. ’ 
Maple Leafs, Canadiens and Islanders, 


career average of 6.6 College basketball has the UCLA Bruin: 


yards per carry for’ ated, ‘Avalcallage all ha 
THEA neaee ian ei And college football has... zilch. Of 
, only college foot- 


Philadelphia Bulletin reported in December 1961, 
a week after the Orangemen sup: 
Davis, the first black to win the sented the Heisman. “He must w 
Heisman, died of leukemia at age 29. It’s the half-surprised, amused, secret smile of 

aware than something immensely pleasant will 


champion in three c 

Nebraska is loaded with 
tale vertainly wal 
make arun 


happen to him.” d 
As fate would have it, something very wnpleasant would happen to the pride of Elmira, N.Y. But if histor 

‘The next summer, Davis was diagnosed with leukemia before ever toting the ball for the tion, the Cornhuskers will 

Cleveland Browns, with whom he was to form a blockbuster 1-2 backfield combination with stumble at some point. { 

another former Orange star, Jim Brown. The professional uniting of Syracuse's fabled No. 44s ince 1936, when The 

just wasn't to be. 2d Press launched 


Davis wasn't one to complain, though, Sharing the philosophy of another ilFfated ath- its first media poll, nine 

letic great, Lou Gehrig, he wrote a national magazine story in eat 1963 titled “I'm Not teams have finished atop 

Unlucky.” In the story, Davis express one or both of the two - 

turn to football. But within two mont major wire-service polls renee tlle 
Nebraska team came 


“He radiated pleasantness and he had the high 
his coach at Syracuse, at the time of Davis’ death. “He just couldn't do enough for “people, 
and he did it all with a smile. Gosh, he even thanked folks asking for hi 
Years later, Schwartawalder remembered the key player on his 1959 natiot 
onship team as an “exceptional young man. Anybody who knew Ernie Davi 
very short while loved Ernie Davis.” After all, the coach said, he was the “ 
most enthusiastic” kid around. 

For many in the latest generation of college football fans, Ernie Davis is little more than 
an answer to a trivia question, the man who broke the Heisman color line 35 years ago and 
ignited black players’ dominance of the college game's preeminent award (21 of the past 
31 Heisman recipients have been black). For countless other fans, he was and is far more: 
aremarkable young man whose indomitable spirit will forever be an inspira 


in back-to-back years. 
But all nine failed to 
autograph.” make it three in a ro 
echampi- There were some close 
s for (even a) calls. The only blemish on Army's 1946 
‘nicest, kindest, Seca wane ‘ 

Dame. Army, which finished the season 
less impr than Notre Dame, 
slipped to second in the final AP poll be- 
hind the Fighting Irish, who won the 
first of two consecutive AP champi- 
onships. That streak ended in 1948, 
when a 9-0 Notre Dame team tied 


close to a third 
consecutive title, 


Riki Ellison may be on to something with this Haka Bowl concept Southern California in its season finale 
The former USC and San Francisco 49ers linebacker has chosen his native and finished second: behindiindefeated 

New Zealand to host the bowl, which will be more of an event. Michigan. After winning national cham- 
You see, if the game is less than scintillating, as seems to be the trend in pionships in 1964 and ’65, Alabama 


bowls, there's always the music. Yes, there'll be marching bands, but we're talking 
about the concerts Ellison has planned for before and after the game, And he's 
pursing big-name bands. 

“I'm doing this to make a statement and give something back to my country,” 
‘says Ellison, who was born in Christchurch, New Zealand, and plans on staging 
__ other American events in New Zealand. “We want to make this the best bowl out- 
side of the Bow! Alliance.” 

The bowl, already approved by the NCAA, will take two teams to 50,000-seat 
Eden Park in Auckland, New Zealand, for $1.5 million each. The Pacific-10 onship 
Conference has a three-year agreement to send its third, then fifth-, then third-place team in alternating 
years; the other spot will be filled by an at-large team. 


went 11-0 in 1966 but finished third in 
behind Notre Dame 
igan State, which had played 
toa 10-10 tie that season and had other- 
wise unblemished records 
ad posted impert 
nd 9-1 


potential three-peaters 
and their final records in those sea: 


The game will be played Thursday, December 26, at 8 p.m. ET on ESPN. While Americans will enjoy Minnesota (6-4 in '42), Oklahoma t 
the contest in prime time, il be 2 p.m. on December 27 in New Zealand. (We think it's pretty safe to as- (10-1 in’57 
sume that almost all of those in the stands will be New Zealanders. After all, that's a looonnnggg—and 71), Nebraska (9 
likely very expensive—trip for most American fans.) cently, Alabama (10-2 in 80). 


‘And the name, Haka Bowl? Haka is an ancient Maori war party's dramatic war dance performed in prepa Good luck, Hus! 
ration for bate. It has been synonymous with New Zealand rugby for more than a century. ° 
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TN ARCH 


If Indiana gets on a roll this fall, it has a rocker to thank. 
John Mellencamp helped the Hoosiers build a new house to practice 
in, and it's not little or pink (although Indiana did look a bit girlish in 
going 08 in the Big Ten last season). “It's a great practice site and an- 
other commitment to championship football at Indiana,” says 
Indiana coach Bill Mallory, whose team hasn't had an indoor facility. 
Mellencamp, who hails from nearby Seymour, Ind., provided a 
major gift to Indiana to help build the $5.9 million, 96,129-square 


FIT FOR A CONCERT 


foot Mellencamp Pavilion, which was dedicated in April. 

‘What gives with the IU-Mellencamp marriage? Well, several mem- 
bers of the Mellencamp clan are graduates of IU. And Mellencamp, who 
resides in Bloomington, frequently attends Hoosiers sporting events. 

Now, neither wind, rain (on the scarecrow), sleet nor snow will 
prevent the Hoosiers from getting doused by the elements while 
practicing. But it’s up to Mallory to make sure 1996 isn't a washout 


like "95. 


While Indiana-born rocker Mellencamp may never play in the Mellencamp Pavilion (right), he can be assured that Hoosiers players surely will. 


DO WE HAVE TO PLAY THEM AGAIN? 
Part of the pageantry of college football are the great rivalries. Everyone looks forward to 
Alabama-Auburn, Michigan-Ohio State, Florida-Georgia, USC-UCLA, Texas-Oklahoma, 
Army-Navy—the list seemingly is endless. Yet while some teams play a conference foe or 
neighbor nearly every season, they don't really relish the task. The reason? They almost al- 
ways lose. Herewith a glimpse at some of those Division I-A mismatches. 
*Rivary"(min. 40 games) Winpot Comment 

Oklahoma is 61-5-2 vs. lowa State 912 Cyclones have scored more than 21 just 

three times 

USC is 47-5-4 vs. Washington State 875 Washington State has won once since '57 

Nebraska is 68-10-2 vs. Kansas State 863 Huskers have won 27 in a row by an av- 

erage margin of 31 

Notre Dame is 59-9-1 vs. Navy 862 Navy won five games between ‘56 and ‘63, 

none since 

USC is 49-7-4 vs. Oregon State 850 Trojans have won 21 ina row 

‘Alabama is 65-11-3 vs. Mississippi State  .842 Bulldogs have won once since ’57 

Alabama is 35-6-2 vs. Mississippi 837 Rebels have scored more than 21 just five 

times 

Nebraska is 74-14-2 vs. lowa State 833 Huskers have win streaks of 15, 14, 11 and 

11 in series 

Penn State is 48-9-2 vs. West Virginia 831 Mountaineers have won once since '55 

Oklahoma is 71-12-7 vs. Oklahoma State 828 ‘Sooners have shut out the Cowboys a stag- 

gering 30 times 

Michigan is 41-9 vs. Indiana 820 Hoosiers have won twice since ‘59 

Mississippi is 39-8-2 vs. Memphis 816 Memphis won once in series’ first 27 games 

Notre Dame is 37-8-2 vs. Northwestern -809 ‘Cats won four in a row from ’59-62, then 

none until last year 

Oklahoma is 63-14-4 vs. Kansas State 802 K-State has won the past three—but just 

five since '34 

Ohio State is 56-12-5 vs. Indiana 801 Hoosiers have won twice since ‘51 

Penn State is 35-1-1 vs. Maryland .959 Terps’ victory came in’61, tie in’89 

‘Alabama is 30-1-1 vs. Kentucky .953 Kentucky has averaged 5 points against Tide 

Nebraska is 33-2-1 vs. Oklahoma State 931 Cowboys won first two games of series 
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Getting their kicks 


Now it can be told—the Hokies have 
gone soft. 

But because they have, Frank Beamer’s 
Virginia Tech team is one of the most profi- 
cient teams in Division FA at blocking kicks, 
with 29 in the past five seasons. 

The secret: Beamer has his special 
teams practice blocking kicks with a foot- 
ball filled at 50 percent. 

“One of the first things we do is bring 
new guys in, line them up and have them 
put their hands on that football as it comes 
off the kicker’s foot,” Beamer says. 

But there's no fear in it for the unsus- 
pecting because the ball isn’t inflated and 
the kicker’s not kicking at full speed. “That 
way, you take all the danger out of it, and 
the pain out of it, too,” Beamer says. “The 
only time we block kicks at full speed is in 
a game. By that time, the technique’s 
down, the adrenaline’s going ... there’s no 
fear.” 

Beamer, a finalist for Coach of the Year 
last season after his Hokies finished 10-2, 
is getting such a reputation for his special 
teams that he has been asked to give lec- 
tures and clinics several times throughout 
the offseason. “The kicking defense al- 
‘ways comes up,” he says. 

“Special teams are one-third of your 
game. It’s the quickest way to win a foot- 
ball game. You're talking about big 
yardage plays, big momentum plays. ... We 
put a high priority on it, and in the end I 
think it’s kind of a pride thing for our 
players.” ° 


WAVE OF THE FUTURE? 


Pacific does not have a grand football tradition. Indeed, the school’s overall record since 
it began playing football in 1919 is 346-397-23. The school is perhaps best-known for being 
the last coaching stop for the immortal Amos Alonzo Stagg, who is third all-time in college 
football with 314 victories. Pacific's stadium is named after Stagg, who coached 41 years at 
the University of Chicago and then 14 years at Pacific before retiring in 19: 

That stadium will be vacant this season, as the school of 4,000 in Stockton, Calif, has dropped 
football to sa the program had continued, school president Donald DeRosa said the 
athletic department's short ‘fall could have reached $900,000. 

There will be a bit of Pacific flavor this on, as 28 Tigers players have found new 
at Division I-A schoo! 

Pacific is the first Division I-A school to drop football since Fullerton State in 1992; the 
t three schools to drop Division FA football were Big West Conference schools: Pacific, 
Fullerton and Long Beach State, in '91. Pacific was one of the smallest football-playing 
schools in Division I-A, and its decision left Southern California and Stanford as the only pri- 
vate schools west of the Rockies with Division I-A football teams. 

Pacific has sent its share of players to the NFL. Quarterback Eddie LeBaron led the 
toan 110s n and a No. 10 ranking in 1949 before ing in the NFL with the Washington 
Redskins. Other former NFL players from Pacific include Bob Lee (coincidentally the current 
athletic director), Eddie Macon, Dick Bass, Mike Merriweather and Tom Flores, 

“T think what's happening i of television and the revenues that come from TV 
and the bowl games, it’s created a category within Division LA of an elite 50-60 schools that 
really are reaping the benef 


the apnfopriate evel” in the future, 

Over the past several , Pacific tried to make up for the budget shortfall by playing 
a profitable -but brutal—non-conference La ast sea: ives ved are 
ported $840,000 by playing patsies for teams such a 

In Division I-AA, trustees at Siena College dl 
reversed themselves a month lat 
money drain; when the vote was reve 
fore on the program. 


i 
idenitardtopine tsetball proteamn then 
first decided that the program was a 
ed, it was decided to spend more money than be- 


Ron Powlus’ year. 
y'll get back to ya 
jorida Stoops to con- 
lors'll make the Wuerffel 
scoreboard spin like Chief 
s slots, but unless the new D coor- 
dinator can rebuild the line and get 
some young talent to step up at line- 
backer, the national championship 
game'll be a(nother) runaway, bay-bee, 
* Yeah, yeah, blow gas at Fly about 
student ath-uh-letes, and then get- 
hedules that A.D.s're 
If BYU p! in the 
s toa 
bowl (OK, so it’s about as likely as 
Cougars O-linemen not holdin’), its 
game count—including two in August, 
for cryin’ out loud—will be 1 
exactly how many wee 
Colorado to play its schedule if the Buff 
heads reach the Big 12 title game. Now 
tell Fly what yer course load is, pal. 
* Hey, didn’t you used to be Johnny 
rs? (That 95 league record again, if 
‘orin’ at home, was the Pitts: oh-fer.) 
* Hey-yo, they haven't even teed up 
the first Big 12 game and Fly's already 
hearin’ how they're gonna trim dead 


piecin’ togethe 
WAC championship and adva 


Division I-AA member. 


° wood when TV comes callin’ with a 


No team has been hurt by underclassmen de- 
claring for the draft more than Ohio State. 
Consider: The Buckeyes have lost eight players to 
the NFL a year early in the past five years. Six of 
those players went in the first round. The rundown: 


Player Year drafted © Round/team 
WR Terry Glenn ‘96 1st/Patriots 
S Roger Harper 93 2nd/Falcons 
LB Craig Powell '95 1st/Browns 
RB Robert Smith 93 Ast/Vikings 
DE Alonzo Spellman ‘92 1st/Bears 
OT Korey Stringer "95 Ast/Vikings 
LB Lorenzo Styles ‘95 Srd/Falcons 
DT Dan Wilkinson "94 ‘1st/Bengals 


And consider this: Wilkinson, Powell, Stringer 
and Styles would have been seniors on last 
season's team. And remember that Ohio State 
was 10-0 and squarely in the national title chase 
before losing its regular-season finale to Michigan. 
Who knows—you add Wilkinson, Styles and 
Powell to last season’s defense (Wilkinson and 
Styles sure were tough against the run while at 
OSU) and maybe the Buckeyes don't get run over 
by Michigan. And maybe they go on to the Rose 
Bowl and finish unbeaten. Hmmm, Sure would've 
led to some interesting debates. ° 


-o-money. That's when the old Big 
ight’ll do the same thinnin’ the dear 
departed SWC did. UTex and TexA&M 
rid themselves of SMU, TCU, Rice and 
Houston, but now it’s kick the ball, drag 
ut; kick the ball, drag Towa State, 
The Big 12’ll look long and hard 
those two, Okie State and even K-State. 
(And, ¢ don’t think Tech and 
Baylor are home free.) 
* Finally, the Spies say when you open 
the new menu at OI' SC, the tailback dw 
jour may not be Delon Washington. 
‘Trojans coaches tell Fly there's better 
talent (and attitudes) that'd be just thuh- 
rilled to s five 10-yard 
gam ,keed. 


Wilkinson (99) is just one of the Buckeyes 
who chose the big leagues over the Big Ten. 


MARKETING 101 


This will be the second season that the Oklahoma-Texas game is known as the Dr Pepper Red River 
Shootout. The reason? The Dallas-based Dr Pepper company agreed to be the corporate sponsor of the 
game in Dallas, guaranteeing each school close to $125,000 annually. 

Texas athletic director DeLoss Dodds said Texas, Oklahoma and Texas A&M would like to secure title 
sponsorship for all meetings among the three schools in the future. Dodds: “People don't like the com- 
mercialism. But it's part of the world we live in; it’s part of what we need to do to generate the dollars that 
we spend on sports programs.” 

Indeed, John Carbonell—editor and publisher of the monthly newsletter Regional Sports Report, which 
tracks marketing trends in pro, college and high school athletics—says it's surprising that more college 
games don't have corporate sponsorships. 

In the past couple of years, there have been a few games each year that have corporate backing. This 
season, for example, the Wake Forest-Florida State game will be known as the Dowdy Aviation Football 
Classic; the Florida Citrus Sports Association approached Wake Forest and persuaded school officials to 
move the game from Winston-Salem to Orlando for a guaranteed payout of about $900,000, with Dowdy 
Aviation as the corporate sponsor. The coming trend, Carbonell predicts, is that national-scale rivalries— 
Florida-Georgia and games of that ilk—will have corporate sponsors. + 
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SWEET HOME 
LABAMA, ER, AUBURN 


Dave 


e'll get to Brother Bill 
Oliver, a famous defen- 
sive coach, and tell how 
to leave the 

i of Alabama, 
one of Bear 


Bryant's boys he'd played and worked for 
19 years. Not only did he leave, he did the 
practically treasonous. He went down the 
road to suit up with Bama’s hated rival, 
Auburn University. 

Let’s start, though, by saying why the 
folks at Auburn and Alabama don’t much 
like each other. Let’s listen to Forrest 
Gump. Moviegoers remember ol’ Forrest 
for making those spectacular runs for Bear 
at Bama. 

More precisely, we're listening to 
Winston Groom, the real writer who cre- 
ated Forrest Gump, a fictional hero. 

“Alabama people are fond of branding 
Auburn as a ‘Cow College, ” Groom once 
wrote. “For their part, Auburn fans accuse 
Alabama of being a party school for 
layabout rich kids. Within the state, the 
sides divide on similar lines. Farmers, big 
or small, root for Auburn, whether they 
went there or not. Lawyers and doctors 
root for Alabama. 

“In the 1920s, my mother attended the 
University of Alabama. ... Also in the '20s, 
my father played for a short while on 
Auburn’s scrub team. ... So I grew up in the 
middle of it, and in our household there 
was peace right up until the day of the 
game. Then it was every man for himself. 

“With the exception of a few sour- 
pusses, there is no middle ground on game 
day. This is a good thing. They can feel that 
they belong, and they do. The only thing 
that is not permissible is for someone to 
declare they don’t care which one wins or 
loses. These people become pariahs.” 
is easy to understand college foot- 
ball rivalries as it is to understand human 
nature. It works this way: We all need a 
prince of darkness in our lives, a force so 


mean and ugly and lowdown that in com- 
parison we stand as shining beacons of rec- 
titude and morality in addition to being as 
handsome as a sunrise. 

So Auburn sees Alabama darkly. 

And Alabama sees Auburn darkly. 

Auburn athletic director David Housel 
will tell you about a former Auburn cheer- 
leader married to a former president of the 
Alabama student body. “Married for 25 
years,” he says, “and they own a suite in 
our stadium—and they've never sat to- 
gether at an Auburn-Alabama game.” 

Naturally, then, Auburn folks don’t pick 
up the telephone and call Alabama folks 
unless they've thought up something nas- 
tier to say than they said the last time. 

As an illustration of Alabama’s power 
and arrogance, the Crimson Tide in nearly 
a hundred years never ventured to 
Auburn—until 1989. To make such a trip 
would have been to certify Auburn as an 
equal. Only after Auburn had captured a 
national title, won some Southeastern 
Conference championships and expanded 
its stadium to 85,000 seats and beaten 


Bill Oliver, so closely identified with the Tide, is a 
perfect fit in his alma mater’s crimson, but . . . 


Alabama with some regularity after Bear 
Bryant’s death—only then did Alabama 
deign to drive the 150 miles to Auburn. 

As an illustration of Auburn’s pride and 
strength of conviction, here’s what 
Auburn's Housel, then sports information 
director, said that day in 1989 when 
Alabama came to town with a 10-0 record: 
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“And when we get ’em in here, we’re 
gonna slam the gate behind ‘em and not let 
’em out till we're done with ‘em.” 

Auburn beat Bama, 30-20. “It was the 
most emotional day in Auburn history,” 
Housel says. “That morning, we were sold 
out of programs by 10 am. There were so 
many blue shakers in the stadium that the 
sun coming through the blue left a blue haze 
over the field. It was a turning point in the 
way Auburn people looked at themselves. 
Grown men wept at what they saw that day. 
Alabama on that day never had a chance.” 

Imagine Bill Oliver's state of mind, then, 
when he picked up the telephone at his 
home in Tuscaloosa one day last winter 
and heard an Auburn man say, “Come 
work for us.” 


ecause a dentist had extracted a 

Bis: of infected teeth, junior defen- 

jive back Bill Oliver had a mouth full 

of furious pain and didn’t play for Alabama 

on a day in 1960 when he learned what 
made Paul Bryant Bear Bryant. 

In those days, a football team down 15-0 
at halftime was in deep trouble against a 
Bobby Dodd-coached Georgia Tech team. 

“Fifteen-nothin’ was like thirtysomethin’- 
nothin’ today,” Oliver said one day in a 
spring 36 years later. “But Coach Bryant 
went around the locker room cool as can 
be. He talked with his assistant coaches, he 
talked to some players. 

“Then when we went back out on the 
field, he called all of us together and said, 
‘Now you've got em where you want 'em.’” 

Maybe his hair is gray now and maybe 
the sharp face is fleshier. But the smile is a 
kid’s, born of Alabama's victory that day, 
16-15. And as Bill Oliver sits in his Auburn 
University office overlooking the Tigers’ 
practice fields, he says that story shows 
what folks can do if they do it together. He 
calls ita “one-ness.” 

His sister called him Brother, So it has 
been Brother Oliver ever since. He has a 
coach’s clicker in hand, running a video 
tape of an Auburn game from last fall. He 
wears a gray windbreaker with the orange- 
and-blue AU logo and tiger’s head. On his 
desk: tapes of Auburn against Florida, 
Georgia and LSU. Also: nine piles of white 
paper with precisely drawn X’s and 0's 
with the wiggles and waggles of defensive 
movement. 

On a sunny winter's day, six months be- 
fore kickoff, Brother Oliver is at work 
dreaming up ways for Auburn to win foot- 
ball games. Yes, Brother Oliver at 
Auburn—who’'d have thunk it? 

He is as famous as college assistants 


get, his name practically synonymous with 
Alabama after those 19 seasons as player 
and coach for Bryant and coach for the 
Bear's latest successor, Gene Stallings. 
Oliver’s resume has five national champi- 
onships, one as a player and four as a 
coach: 1961, 1973, 1978, 1979 and 1992, all 
at Alabama. 

Asked to describe the Auburn-Alabama 
relationship, Oliver fixes his pale eyes on a 
listener and bites off this: “Fierce.” 

So how does a Bear Bryant disciple, an 
Alabama graduate, a man so closely identi- 
fied with Alabama that even when he went 
away for a spell or two he always was wel- 
come to come back—how does a Bama 
man fashioned by a fierce rivalry wind up 
with an Auburn tiger's head on his chest? 

Oliver isn't the only man ever to coach for 
both Auburn and Alabama. Pat Dye began 
as a Bryant assistant before winding up as 
‘Auburn’s boss, and Wayne Hall stepped up 
from a position coach’s job at Bama to be- 
come Auburn's defensive coordinator. 

But Oliver is the only man who now has 


pened between Stallings and Oliver, the 
team’s defensive coordinator the last three 
seasons. Educated opinion holds that Oliver 
was promised the coach’s job: “Always my 
dream,” Oliver says. But Stallings changed 
his mind about retirement, resented 
Oliver's presence and showed him the door 
just as he had done with his offensive coor- 
dinator, Homer Smith. 

‘Well, in such a case, what's a disaffected 
Alabama man supposed to do when an- 
other great program comes calling? And 
what if that great program is Auburn's? 


n intermediary for Auburn coach 

Terry Bowden made the first call. 

Bill Oliver remembers it: “When he 
said what he was calling about, I couldn't 
talk for a minute and a half. Surprised? I 
was shocked to no end.” 

As to how an Alabama man could cross 
over to Auburn, Oliver has a three-word ex- 
planation that anyone in big-time college 
football understands: “Business is business.” 

Bowden needed a defensive coordinator. 


«he has no qualms about wearing the blue and orange of fierce opponent Auburn, Oliver says the programs 
have a common trait—class—and he no doubt will attempt to instill a feeling of “one-ness” in the Tigers. 


worked for each side twice. In 1966, he 
took his first college job at Auburn and left 
after five seasons to work for Bryant. In 
1980, he left Bryant for a wandering that 
took him to Tennessee-Chattanooga, 
Memphis (USFL) and Clemson. He re- 
turned to Alabama in 1990 to work for 
Stallings. 

No one says for the record what hap- 


It was public record that Oliver had applied 
for early retirement. It was coaching 
knowledge that Oliver and Stallings were 


about to fall out, with Oliver taking retire- , 


ment and looking for a job, maybe at 
Florida with Steve Spurrier. “Could’ve been 
possibilities,” Oliver says. 

But Bowden came with a preemptive 
bid, a package worth maybe $200,000 a 


year. 

“We'd heard Bill might take retirement 
and go out of state to coach somewhere, 
meaning he could get the equivalent of two 
full-time salaries,” Bowden said. “So our 
job was to persuade him:to stay in 
Alabama, but with us.” 

Not for a second did Bowden pause 
simply because Oliver was an Alabama 
man. “We knew he was leaving the staff, 
whatever happened,” Bowden said. “And 
we'd heard of Spurrier’s interest. As a 
matter of fact, the day Bill agreed to our 
job, Spurrier called him. But there was 
never any question Bill would honor his 
commitment to us.” 

And now Brother Oliver hopes to do at 
Auburn what he hoped to do at Alabama: 
build defenses that will run on your belly. 
To hear him describe Alabama’s 1979 na- 
tional champions’ defense is to understand 
his passion: 

“That team, literally, not exaggerating, to 
get to the ballcarrier, if there was a guy that 
was on the ground, they would run on that 
guy’s body—not on the ground, on the guy's 
belly or back—and they'd be digging with 
such force that we'd be hearing the jerseys 
ripping. The darn truth. Saw it happen. Heard 
it. Why'd they do it so hard? One-ness.” 

After pointing out the defensive tough- 
ness of Alabama's ’92 national champions— 
the offense didn’t score a touchdown in one 
game and had only one in another but the 
Crimson Tide went undefeated—Oliver 
smiled and added: “Of course, my senior 
year when we won Coach Bryant's first na- 
tional championship, we didn’t give up but 
25 points all year.” 

Such passion is clear to Terry Bowden, 
who says of the defenses Oliver has built 
for Bama: “Very aggressive, but not reck- 
lessly aggressive. Controlled. 
Fundamentally sound. You click on video 
tapes, you see two or three defensive teams 
that stand out each year. Alabama’s stood 
out every year. They played full speed all 
the time. They did the hardest thing, too: 
They contained the deep third of the field, 
meaning they stopped the run and wouldn't 
Jet you get an easy one, either.” 


rother Bill Oliver is 56 years old. 
Be things happen, surely, but his 

‘dream of being the coach at Alabama 
likely is over. That's all right. Maybe he'll stay 
at Auburn until it’s really time to retire. All he 
knows for sure today is that it was the right 
time to move on from Tuscaloosa. 

“I didn't get one negative letter, not one 
negative phone call about taking the 
‘Auburn job,” he says, “All I heard were con- 
gratulations. Of course, some people might 
have been saying something I didn’t hear. 
But those people didn’t know the story. 
Those are people with nothing to ’em.” 

He was asked, again, if leaving Alabama 
for the hated rival gave him any pause. 
“No, because I don’t think of it that way. 
They're ‘fierce’ rivals, but they both do it 
with class. And I'm not going to say any- 
thing that burns bridges. I have too much 
respect for both programs to do that.” # 

Dave Kindred is a contributing writer for 
‘THE SporTING News. 
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Say hello to the Big 12, the really big WAC (16 teams), 
Conference USA and two more league title games 


Ivan 
MAISEL 


‘ou've fretted all summer. You've watched tape. You've 

run the game through the family computer. 

You've visited every home page so often you're fin- 

ishing your signature with “.edu,” You've got to 

know; Is the Big 12 South stronger top to bottom 

than the SEC West? Is the WAC Mountain better than 
the WAC Pacific? At the end of October, do they become the 
Mountain Standard and Pacific Standard? Is the Big 12 North the 
ame as the Big Six? (Answer: No, the Big Six was Christy 
Mathewson.) 

You don't need just a program this fall, you need an atlas, 
pass and a lot of patience. In a sport where faces change yet t 
tion endures, the opposite has become true, In the wake of 
Northwestern's trip to the Rose Bowl, it’s obvious the old rules are 
obsolete, anyway. 

College football is ready to embark on its greatest seaso! 
change since the scholarship limitations of the 1970s and 1980s 
Southwest Conference is gone, its children dispersed as in 
ort of three-way custody battle. The rich kids me 
ht to become the Big the older, c er ones went to the 
WAC, now an unwieldy 16-team configuration. The unwanted one, 
Houston, latched onto the new Conference USA, a basketball league 
that will endure football in the fall. (Hey, the ACC did that for years 

‘The SEC, once mocked for its money-grabbing playoff, now has 
been mocked in a different sense, Both the Big 12 and the WAC 
will stage playoff games like the SEC. December 7, usually a 
solemn day, will be a day of tripleheader league championships on 


a. com= 
cli 


ABC. Think of it as the preseason for the postseason barrage of 
New Year’s Day. 
The effect of league champio: will be substantive, The Big 


12 coaches voted against the playoff only to be ignored by their 
presidents, Schools accustomed to playing seven conference games 
now must play eight just for the opportunity to play a ninth, an all- 
or-nothing league title game. “We went from playin; to seven to 
eight,” former Georgia coach Ray Goff said of the SEC transition 
“When you're playing eight, every game in the conference is impor- 
tant. That was very difficult. You've got to keep your playe 
went 6-2 in 1992 and Florida beats us by two points, so it didn’t 
mean anything. You're a dog.” 

Alabama went 11-0 in 1994 and lost to FI 


prida by one point in the 


championship game. Although the Crimson Tide, lodged be- 
hind Nebr and Penn State in the rankings, didn’t have much of 
a chance to win the national championship, they lost whateve r 
chance they had with the 12th game. P1 5 
dents all patted Gene Stallings sympathe 


hough the leagues have changed, the stars 
first time since the NFL began avidly drafting underclassmen, the 
in Divis 1 State’s Troy Davis, 
‘orge Jones and 
Darnell Autry aver: a ‘185 58 yards and 18 touch- 
season. Among the pa wo of the top three in effi- 
ciency—Florida’s Danny Wuerffel and Syracuse’s Donovan 
McNabb—return, albeit in the shadow cast by 6-5 junior Peyton 
Manning of Tennessee, who must decide whether to return for his 
senior on or be content to be the most loved man in the state 
since Elvis. 
‘Though the league: 
the same, Nebraska brings 
‘The battle for the s\ 
tional repe 
after a two-year absence. 
he season also will mark the saturation of college football on 
television. Suffice it to say that every network save the TV Food 
Channel will be tied up on Saturdays, unless, of course, that 
“Cooking with the Coaches” show is picked up (next week: John 
Cooper shows how the Bucl s make a Cobb Salad come to life!). 
It's all part of the new-old world of college football. 


DRESS-DOWN SATURDAYS 


ies no longer are appropriate in college football. Appropriate? 
They y't not even possible. With a decisiveness that bordered on 
the incredible—th after all, an NCAA committee—the NCAA 
Football Rules Committee installed a tiebreaker in the regular 
son. The day before the committee met, its chair, Georgia ath- 
‘ector Vince Dooley, knocked down the idea that it might 
id the tiebreaker had no mandate. 

he I-A coaches, meeting at the American 
‘Asso ation convention in January, approved the 
id a sinoat unanimously. Their endorsement swayed Dooley's 
committee in no uncertain terms. Coaches, being the conservative 
lot that they are, traditionally have preferred the safe haven of a 
non-lo ther than be forced to try to win, Some of them en- 
dorsed the tiebreaker without believing it would pass. Imagine 
their surprise when the committee reacted so quickly. AFCA execu- 
tive director Grant Teaff said he ved calls from his members 
around the country shocked that their endorsement actually meant 
something. 

There is a practical reas 
to be filled this on, Division LA need: 
can muster. Ties prevented teams s 
(4-5-2) and Oklahoma (5-5-1) from qualifying for the postseason last 
year 


are different, the teams in them remain largely 
25game winning streak into the season. 
te championship in Florida will continue to have na- 


Notre Dame should return to No. 1 discussion 


for eliminating the ties. With 19 bowls 
all the six-victory teams it 


The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook W 


UP, UP AND AWAY 


Five programs on the rise: 
1. Houston: The Cougars have a new athletic building, a solid, 
tough coach in Kim Helton and a league—Conference USA—filled 
with similar teams. Forget next year. Houston may leap forward now. 
2. TCU: Pat Sullivan tried to go to LSU but couldn't. Now his 
Horned Frogs will try to take quick advantage of being in a new, 
easier-to-handle WAC. 

3. Arizona State: It took Bruce Snyder five seasons to turn 
around Cal. This is his fifth season in Tempe and the Sun Devils are 
about to turn around. 

4. Iowa: When will Hayden Fry give it up? We give up. It’s 
clear this season will be one of the high notes in his 35 seasons as 
acoach, 

5. Mississippi: The Rebels will endure the worst this season, 
their second on NCAA probation, but Tommy Tuberville has the 
team on the right track. 


HYPED UP 
Two events in 1994 set off the evolution of the college football 
postseason into the Bowl Alliance. The conference realignments 
necessitated a change of some sort. The sudden, abortive attempt 
by a faction within the NCAA to institute a playoff never got past a 
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phone book-sized study. But the threat of the playoff forced the 
bowls and conferences (old and new) to devise an arrangement to 
match the best teams regardless of conference. 

The public wanted a college Super Bowl, a spectacle that cele- 
brated the sport as Americana. But as that noted college football 
expert Oscar “Beano” Wilde said, “When the gods wish to punish 
us, they answer our prayers.” A Super Bowl also means a lopsided 
game, one in which the spectacle overwhelms one of the teams. Of 
the many reasons that Nebraska defeated Florida, 62-24, in the 
Fiesta Bowl, it became clear that the Cornhuskers knew how to 
handle the pressure of a championship game and the Gators didn't. 

‘A Super Bowl is a big event for corporate America. The first 
Alliance championship game displayed all of the trappings of a big 
event. Corporate logos were on everything in and around the Fiesta 
Bowl. The SEC (Southeastern Conference) didn’t have nearly as 
good a game as the SEC (Securities and Exchange Commission). 
Yet the NFL and NCAA figured out, with the Super Bowl and the 
Final Four, respectively, how to celebrate the event, not the spon- 
sors. 

A Super Bowl diminishes everything that goes before it. The 
Rose, Orange and Citrus bowls put on exciting matches January 1, 
but ratings for everything except the Rose suffered. The Rose got 
its customary attention—even without the Northwestern story line, 
the Rose is the only game that a blue-haired matron in 


Hey-yo, Fly may be 110 years old, but he’s not | count on in these pages with real-time fun and 
too long in the stylet (shaddup!) to learn how to | millions-o-friends, Here’s your chance to chat with 
surf. Online, that is. The Spies say The Sporting Fly (keep it clean, scrubeenies) and get regular 
News and America Online are double-teamin’ updates on your fave college team! Hey, didn’t 


cyberspace, combining some of the stuff you you used to be the mail? 


he o. _. A 
Catch Sporting News ON itn 


Reserve your seat by calling America Online at 1-800-827-6364 today! 


Bloomington, Ill., will remember to watch—but the latter two 
largely went ignor ed before and after they took place. 

It may be that the problems of the Alliance's first year can be 
solved with nothing more than a pretty day and closer games. It 
may be that Nebraska put one of the greatest teams of all time on 
the field against Florida. It’s hard to come up with any team of re- 
cent vintage that would have challenged the performance of the 
Cornhuskers on that cool desert night (Notre Dame of 1988? 
Miami of 1989? Alabama of 1992?). The challenge for the Sugar 
Bowl—which has the 1-2 matchup this season—is to make the 
game the thing. 


PROUD POPS 
The seasi sn't begun and already Tenn e quarterback 
Peyton Manning is the player to beat for the Heisman Trophy, the 


Davey O'Brien Award and, should he write anything for the Tennessee 
student newspaper, the Pulitzer Prize. Manning's ability has focused 
the spotlight on his relationship with his father, former NFL great 
Manning. Peyton also has brought attention to other sons of 
s. In the pedigree game, it’s a good year for quarter- 
wide receivers and defensive backs, 
ig up Manning on any All-Dad team would be Brian Griese 
higan and a pair of would-be throwers at Boston College, 
Matt and Tim Hasselbeck. Their father, Don, played tight end for 
the New England Patri 
Catching these passes would be Clemson star Antwuan Wyatt, 
whose father, Alvin, returned kicks for years with Buffalo, and 
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USC's McCutcheon (above) and Tennessee's Manning (with his dad, Archie) 
are proof that the son often rises—and sometimes above the father. 


Northwestern veteran Brian Musso, whose dad, Johnny, w 
for Alabama and played with the Chicago Bears, Don't forget tight 
end Josh Wilcox, who will be a third-year starter for Oregon. Hi 
dad, Dave, played linebacker for the Ducks and San Francisco 49er 

The secondary would feature corners Daylon (son of Lawrence) 
McCutcheon of USC and Shawn (gon of Ron) Springs of Ohio State, 
along with safeties Charles Young of Stanford and John Fuqua of 
Louisville, Young's dad, Charle, was a standout NFL tight end; Fuqua’s 
father, Frenchy, defined style of several sorts with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, McCutcheon and Springs have a good chance of being All 
American teammates before the season end! 

‘The coach of any such second-generation squad? Auburn’s 
Terry Bowden, of cours 


FEEL THE NOISE 


Five loudest stadiums: 

1, Florida Field, Florida, Take any heavy-metal album, 
it, then place your speal ina tin basement. That sounds like a li- 
brary compared to the $ 

2, Jordan-Hare Stadium, Auburn, The stadium goes 
up, so the sound can’t escape. 

3. Ohio Stadium, Ohio State. It’ 
hasn't crumbled. You know Woody Ha 
stuff. 

4. Carrier Dome, Syracuse. The sound has nowhere to go and 
makes 50,000 people sound like a million. 

5. Kyle Field, Texas A&M. They're loud and they're proud. 
Mostly they're loud. 


SCHEDULING 101 


* Tennessee plays nine games within state borders. The 
Volunteers have six home games, close the season at Vanderbilt 
and happily agreed with Ole Miss’ decision to move its home game 
against Tennessee to Memphis. The Vols also play Memphis at 
Memphis. 

* Notre Dame plays two games in October and five in 
November. For years, Lou Holtz has wanted an off week during 
midterm exams. Now he has it. Notre Dame also has a shot at 
playing on three continents. The Irish and Navy moved their game 
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A familiar sight this season should be lowa State's Davis running wild, But 
don't expect to see that happen in '97—Davis likely will have left for the NFL. 


to Dublin, Ireland, If Notre Dame doesn’t qualify for the Bowl 
Alliance, the Irish likely would play in the Haka Bowl in Auckland, 
New Zealand, on December 26, 

* North Carolina had been scheduled to open on the road 
September 7 at Syracuse. But thanks to the ACC’s minute con- 
ference scheduling—an idea adopted from basketball so that the 
league may spread its best games evenly over the 

on for television—the Heels’ home game aga 
son has been moved to August 31. By the first Saturday in 
September, North Carolina will have met teams who went a com- 
bined 17-7 last season. 

°K te has won a combined 28 games over the past 
three seasons because Bill Snyder loaded up on patsies while 
having to play only seven conference games. Now the Wildcats 
must play eight Big 12 games. Re: femple and Akron off the 


hedule, Texas Tech and Texas A&M on. Snyder managed to 
sneak I-AA Indiana State in there, though, 


nnessee, Florida State will play nine games within its 
wo would-be road games still are “road” games, but both 
will be in Florida. Thanks to big-buck guarantees from groups in 
Orlando and south Florida, the Seminoles will play Wake For 
Orlando and Maryland in Miami, FSU also plays at Miami. 


PUNT THE POLLS 
The American Football Coaches Association has suggested that 
polls not begin until the middle of the season. When The 
Associated Press began polling in the 1930s, it waited until mid- 


s ranked 


October. The AFCA is pursuing fairness—often one team i 
ahead of another simply because that’s how they began the 
The AFCA also is pursuing a break fo members. No polls, 
pressure. So, the coaches say, let’s go back to the way it used to be. 

Dream on. 

Polls began to sell papers. They continue to sell papers. Papers 
don’t wait to come out until the middle of the se: They 
printed every day. Here and now, we will reveal our cure-all plan for 
the ill effects the polls have on the bowls. It’s fairly complicated, so 
bear with 


That's it That's the plan. If the polls aren’t doing the job, stop 
using them. No one designed the polls to serve as the official ar- 
biter of the sport. The Alliance could appoint a seven-man com- 
mittee made up of bowl presidents, athletic directors within its five 
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leagues and Notre Dame. Draw up guidelines similar to what the 
NCAA does every March. Committee members recuse themselves 
when they have a direct interest in the outcome. 

Polls can go back to the business of being a harmless doodad. The 
media can get out of the kingmaking business—officially, at least. 


THEY’VE PAID THEIR DUES 


Five coaches who deserve better jobs: 

1. Steve Logan, East Carolina: Hey, pay attention out there. 
He has the Pirates in a bowl game every year. What else does he 
have to do? 

2, Spike Dykes, Texas Tech: On the other hand, taking Dykes 
out of Lubbock would be like serving chicken fried steak at Ruth’s 
Chris. 

3. Gary Blackney, Bowling Green: Family ties keep him in 
the MAC, but he could do some damage in the Top 25 elsewhere. 

4, Gary Barnett, Northwestern: Actually, he turned his job 
into one of the better jobs. 

5. Your name here: For every Osborne, Paterno and Bobby 
Bowden, there are 20 coaches who believe they are ready to make 
the move up. 


FOR HIRE 

‘Three assistants waiting for the right job: 

1. Mike Riley, USC offensive coordinator: Riley h 
down the CFL and been choosy about where he has interviewed. 
He's the front-runner to replace John Robinson down the road. 

2. Bob Davie, Notre Dame defensive coordinator: He 
turned down Baylor some years ago and made a run at California 
last winter, When Lou Holtz went down last year, Davie proved he 
could handle the media. Players love to play for him, 

3. Fran Ganter, Penn State offensive coordinator: He 
turned down Michigan State two years ago. The logical guy to re- 
place Joe Paterno, if Ganter lives that long. 


SCHOOL’S OUT 

Five unde men playing their last season: 

1, Peyton Manning, QB, Tennessee: What Troy Aikman is to 
the 1990s, what Dan Marino was to the 1980s and, yes, what his 
daddy was to the 1970s. 

2. Orlando Pace, OT, Ohio State: Give him credit for knowing 
he was too young last winter, He can't be held back any longer. 

3. Darnell Autry, RB, Northwestern: He's not leaving for the 
NFL. He wants to leave so he can take an acting job that pays. 

4, Ike Hilliard, WR, Florida: He led the SEC last year in yards 
per catch (17.7) as second banana to Chris Doering. Now he has 
Danny Wuerffel to himself—but Wuerffel won't be around next year. 

5. Troy Davis, TB, Iowa State: He may not rush for 2,000 yards 
again, but behind an experienced line led by left tackle Tim Kohn, 
he'll get enough. Another great n won't leave anything to prove. 


READY, SET, CHANNEL SURF 


Circle September 21 on your calendar, then circle the wagons. 
Don't let anyone interrupt what will be the best remote-control 
Saturday of the season. ‘ht teams with great dreams will play 
each other with something significant at stake. 

‘The marquee game will be Florida at Tennessee, a pair of 
‘Top 5 teams that have developed what used to be another 
into an orange-hot rivalry. The winner takes control of the SEC East. 
‘The early front-runner in the SEC West will be the winner of the LSU at 
Auburn game, which ESPN is expected to move to that night. 

An accurate measure of Pac-10 dark horse Arizona State will be 
made when two-time defending national champion Nebraska returns 
to Sun Devil Stadium. The Cornhuskers scored 62 points on their 
last visit and scored 77 in their last game against Arizona State. You 
may recall that didn't sit well with Sun Devils coach Bruce Snyder, 
who lashed out at Tom Osborne after the game because the 
Nebraska scrubs completed a long bomb for a touchdown. 

Finally, two Top 10 teams will meet at Memorial Stadium in Austin, 
Texas, when Notre Dame makes its first visit to Texas since the 19th- 
ranked Irish upset the fifth-ranked Longhorns, 14-3, in 1952. This game 
also will serve as a bellwether of the Longhorns’ ability to control the 
Big 12 South. 


NORTHWESTERN WANNABES 
‘Three schools that could make the long leap to respectability this fal: 
1. Houston (2-9 last season): The Cougars have 19 returning 


starters. The schedule, still too hard, is easier (Florida, Texas, 
Texas A&M and Texas Tech out; LSU, USC and North Carolina in). 
With new facilities and Kim Helton’s commitment to rebuild the 
right way, three years of patience will pay off. 
. Hawaii (4-8): Fred vonAppen brings 30 years of coaching ex- 
perience in the NFL and colleges to Honolulu. The offensive staff, 
led by former Stanford All-Americans Guy Benjamin and Ken 
Margerum, will convert the punchless Rainbow Warriors to the 
West Coast offe 
3. California (3-8): Keith Gilbertson recruited well, but he 
couldn't convert that into ess on the field. New coach Steve 
Mariucci, who comes from Green Bay’s coaching staff, will teach 
the West Coast offense to nine returni rters, including quarter- 
back Pat Barnes, tight end Tony Gonzalez and tackle Tarik Glenn, 


SENSE OF URGENCY 


» Bills that have come due (and three other coaches who 


Mallory, Indiana; The Hoosiers lost their last five games 
on by an average of 27 points, Attendance (34,296) ranked 
in the Big Ten, The Hoosiers need to stop hemorrhaging. 

. Bill Curry, Kentucky: If he didn’t get it done off the field, 
Curry would be long gone. Deceney and honesty have gotten him 
througl sons, Can his Wildcats get him to a seventh? 
ippi State: ‘The school will put up with 
. But after a 3-8 mark in “95 and an NCAA 
ion on his watch, Sherrill may be wearing out his welcome. 
fom Rossley, SMU: Will the switch to the WAC change his 

i consistently ripped apart the Mustangs. New ath- 
‘ed the urge to make a change after 
But he'd like his own guy, nonetheless, 
Jim Colletto, Purdue: Coaches do not live by offense alone. 
He has rebuilt the crumbling foundation handed him by Fred 
Akers, With most of his defense returning, Colletto should enjoy a 
winning season, If not, watch out. 


Ivan Maisel covers college football for Newsday and writes a weekly 
college football column for Tuk SportING News. 


TOM LEMMING’S 


There's no question that Kentucky's Curry is a class guy. But if his ‘Cats 
don't get it done on the field, Curry could be looking for another job. 
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FOR ALL THE LATEST ON THE NATION’S TOP PREP STARS CALL: 


Pre-Season Issues 1, 2, and 3 

A complete profile of the top 1.000 players nationally with complete biographies and photos 
of the top players 

Post Season Issue 4 (Mid Jan.) 

Lists the All-American and All:Area Teams chosen by the nation’s top college coaches and a 
Jook at the nation’s top 1,000 prep players and their senior season plus official visits 
Wrap-Up Issue 5 (March Ist) 

Comprehensive profiles of the top 50 recruiting classes and rankings of the nation's top players, 
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Nebraska 
doesn’t 
recruit 
offensive 
linemen, 

it creates 

the up-front 
talent out 

of nowhere 
—thanks 

to foresight, 
redshirting, 
coaching 
and, last 

but not least, 
a world-class 
weight room 
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By TERRY FREI 


e’ve got one little problem: I can’t 
find Chris Dishman’s hometown on 
\ in the Nebraska football media guide, 


at all major programs—doubles as a re- 
cruiting brochure. 
The map places Lincoln at the center of the uni- 
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verse and tells prospects they would be 482 miles 
from Denver, 589 from Dallas, 194 from Kansas 
City and 56 from Omaha. It seems to have a dot for 
every town from Glendive, Mont,, in the upper left 
corner, to Hattiesburg, Mi n the bottom right. 

But Cozad, Neb., jump out at me. 

“Let me see th s Dishman. 
guard. He takes the map, ready to point and en- 
lighten me. 

I wait. Dishman squints, then laughs. He takes 


This is how page 33 in my Nebraska media 
guide came to have a little green mark a little 
south of Interstate-80, between North Platte and 
Kearney in the western part of the state. 

On last season’s national championship team, 
the quarterback (Tommie Frazier) came from 
Florida, the best running back (Lawrence 
Phillips) from California, the two defensive 


from New Jersey and the best linebacker 
(Terrell Farley) from Georgia. Thi 

that boasts of a national 
season's team included player 

Yet D s borrowed pen illustrates where 
the two-time defending national champions often 
find their offensive linemen, Out of Nowhere, in 
more ways than one. 

For example, the 1994 Outland Trophy winner, 
tackle Zach Wiegert, hails from Fremont, Neb, 
which is—where’s that map? ... hold on ... there!— 
just west of Omaha. The 1983 Outland winner, 
guard Dean Steinkuhler, was from Burr, Neb., 
which is—um ... well—nowhere to be found. 

The “experts” who rate recruiting clas 
rarely have any of Nebraska's future offensive 
linemen on their lists of the nation’s most highly 
regarded prospects. Most of the linemen 
Nebraska signs receive few scholarship offers 
from other schools. But even when the 
Cornhuskers lose some of their best linemen, it 


& 


The husky 
Cornhuskers’ 
offensive line (mostly 
home-grown): From 
left—Eric Anderson, 
Jon Zatechka, Aaron 
Taylor, Chris Dishman 
and Adam Treu. 


Puoros By 
ALBERT 
DICKSON 
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seems to matter not a bit. Their running 
backs still have gigantic holes to run 
through the very next season. Few 
Nebraska linemen become NFL successes, 
but pro potential is not an issue on autumn 
Saturdays in Lincoln. 

Remember last year? The Huskers were 
returning one offensive line starter, center 
Aaron Graham. The big question in the 
preseason; Would Phillips and Frazier have 
enough room and time to operate? It w: 
silly question, as it usually is when the 
ject is the Nebraska offensive line, 

‘To oversimplify, the Huskers recruit talent 
at other positions and create it on the offen- 
sive line. That isn't revolutionary, whether the 
is Nebraska or New Mexico State, 
but this is the one place where it has become, 
well, a science. 

How do the 
Huskers do it? 
hey recruit 
high school players 
with big frames and 
at least a hint of ath- 
letic talent. And they 
recruit so many of 
them, holar- 
ship players and as 
walk-ons, that they 
could choose up 
sides and have a 
genuine 11-on-11 
flag scrimmage on a 
Ti yy afternoon 
in spring practice 
they wanted to. 

2. They redshirt 
them, or at least 
most of them. The 
ast notable excep- 
guard Will 

who was 


Shields, 
such a quick study 


and s 
mature when 
came to Nebra 
from Lawton, Okt: 
that he played as a 


nior 
Neb 


as true freshm 
but they ai 
by their 


junior and 
senior seasons. 


3. They tea 
well. In a business noted for having “young: 
ches who often are learning on the j 


r 23 yea 
Under his tutelage, five Huskers have won the 
Outland and two have won the Lombardi; 17 
have been All-Americans. 
4, They sit back and watch them d 
And dominate. The five blocker 
a puts on the field on fall 
nd in big bowl games usually 
end up kicking the posteriors of more 
highly recruited, highly touted and—ulti- 
mately—higher drafted defensive linemen 
and linebackers. 


Sometimes, because of the Huskers’ 
strong talent at the skill positions, that kind 
of domination isn’t necessary. But it happens 
so often at Nebraska, it can’t be an accident. 

This year, there are fewer questions 
than usual. Three full-time starters re- 
turn—Dishman, Aaron Taylor and Eric 
Anderson, Anderson, a 6-4, 300-pound ju- 
nior, will stay at tackle, but Tenopir plans to 
shuffle the other starters. Taylor, a 6-1, 
305-pound juni moving from guard to 
center, replacing the departed Graham. 
Dishman, listed at 6-3, 310, will move from 
tackle to guard. The other start 
pected to be junior guard Jon 
6-2, 290-pounder whose brother, Rob, was a 
two-year starter at tackle (‘93 and '94); and 
senior tackle Adam Treu ( 300). 


Chris Dishman, whom the Huskers unearthed in Cozad, Neb., is a typical Nebraska offensive lineman 
in that he is long on desire and spends considerable time and energy in the team’s vast weight room. 


Zatechka and Treu got considerable 
playing time last season. 
Anderson, Treu and Zatechka are from 
i man is from that green- 
in we tern Nebraska, and Taylo: 
s, Texas. Of the five, only 
on was considered a blue-chip recruit, 
y for both a Lincoln high school 
product and a Nebraska offensive lineman. 
Treu was a walk-on who was promised a 
holarship down the line when he was re- 
cruited. The Huskers went after him only 
after watching him play center for Lincoln’s 
Pius X High School in the state small-school 
basketball tournament. Huskers coaches de- 
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cided that a big guy with his agility had a 
shot at becoming a decent offensive lineman. 
Largely home-grown and unheralded 
coming out of high school. Yes, the 
Huskers will be fine up front this season. 


enopir turns and looks over at a 
board in his office. Out loud, he 
s For spring 
e, he says, the Huskers are 
going to have 22 offensive linemen, 10 on 
scholarship and 12 walk-ons, “People 
hammer us in recruiting with numbers,” 
he sa But we will evaluate and en- 
courage any big kid who has decent bal- 
ance and mobility, but who might not be 
what you're looking for in a scholarship 
player, to come here and walk on," 

The “numbers 
knock” works this way: 
Go to Nebraska, 
prospects are told by 
other schools, and it 
will be at least three 
years before you play, 
if at all; they have so 
many offensive line- 
men on the depth 
chart, you'll have to 
fight your way up, 

All this hi 
tributed to Nebras 
reliance on Nebraska- 
grown players to play 
on the line, “Some of 
that is by choice,” 
Tenopir says, “and 
some of that is because 


of the trouble we have 
getting kids from out of 
state, They've been told 
we have 18 or 20 guys 
there, but in the long 
run that’s an advantage 


“We're honest 
ids about all thi 
say, ‘Hey, we have 
numbers, this guy's 
going to be a great 
player,’ and we go 
down the line, But we'll 
also say, ‘With your 
ability, you have the op- 
portunity to be better 
than this guy and this 
guy and this guy.” 

In spring practice, 
Tenopir tries to run 
three and even four full units, giving all the 
linemen equal reps and chances. “You got 
five of them, they all think they should be 
the starter,” he says. “With linemen, you put 
them up against a Christian Peter, and if 
they can’t handle it there, they're not going 
to play, they know their role, They know 
they have to bide their time until they can 
handle it, if they ever can. 

“And know what? I've had kids who 
come in here, help us in practice, get 
better, get stronger and play three or four 
snaps, and that was their dream—to play in 
Memorial Stadium.” 

And then there are the success stories, 
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the players who work their way up to the 
starting unit. Three of them who had done 
that by last season will be back this fall, if 
not necessarily at the same positions. 


The *96 center 


Aaron Taylor, the son of an Air Force of 
ficer, spent most of his youth in Europe be- 
fore moving to Wichita Falls in time for his 
freshman year of high school. He weighed 
230 pounds and had played a lot of foot- 
ball—European football, which most of us 
call soccer. 

“I dived right into (American) football,” 
Taylor says. “At the first practice, we got 
our equipment and had to put our pads in 
our pants. I didn’t have a clue. None. I was 
watching everyone, and even then I had 
my pads in upside down the first day.” 

Taylor is listed at 6-1, and that’s 
stretching it. But that’s one of the reasons 
he’s at Nebraska. By the time Taylor was a 
productive high school upperclassman, it 
was obvious he wasn’t going to end up foot- 
ball tall. As such, he was being recruited— 
and mildly at that—by all the powerhouses: 
New Mexico State, Texas Tech, Oklahoma 
State. And Nebraska. That’s it. 

“Milt Tenopir sat right up there in that of 
fice and said, ‘It’s not a matter of how tall you 
are; it’s a matter of how big your heart is, ” 
Taylor says. “That’s what I wanted to hear.” 

By last fall, his third season on campus, 
Taylor was starting at left guard, at a squat 
but strong 305 pounds. Strong. That’s the 
key. For all of them. 


't is a weekday in February, close 

enough to the Fiesta Bowl that there 

probably are a few hangovers still lin- 

.gering in Lincoln, but far enough re- 
moved to have the attention redirected to 
upcoming spring practice and the '96 
season. All the coaches can do at this time 
of year is work in conditioning drills with 
the players in the afternoon, in the Huskers’ 
indoor facility. Under NCAA rules, footballs 
are taboo. Before and after that workout, 
though, comes the heavy work. 

The Nebraska weight room is huge—no, 
make that enormous. About 30,000 square 
feet enormous, making it the largest facility 
of its kind on any college campus in the 
country. To some opposing coaches, it's a 
little garish. When Oregon State visited 
Lincoln in 1989, the Beavers’ coach at the 
time, Dave Kragthorpe (who also was his 
school’s A.D.), blanched at what he saw. He 
said an unfortunate precedent in college 
football recruiting was that bigger was 
better, and while he could build a functional 
weight room for a major program at a frac- 
tion of the cost, he knew that might not 
pass muster with many big-time recruits. 

It’s easy to forget that 25 years ago, 
when Nebraska was winning its first na- 
tional title, weight training meant a few bar- 
bells and dumbbells and maybe a machine 
or two. Then, as former Nebraska pole 
vaulter Boyd Epley took control of the 
school’s strength-training program, the 
Huskers’ weight room became the envy of 
America in the 1980s. Yet as the '90s ap- 
proached, it was deemed insufficient. 

In 1989, the school expanded the weight 
room to its current size, making it big enough 


to handle the entire 
football team at once. 
Although athletes in 
other sports and even 
cheerleaders use the 
facility, they are out- 
numbered—and easily 
outlifted—by football 
players. At the start of 
each workout, each 
football player checks a 
list on the wall, then 
heads to a drawer to 
get his little cup of the 
supplement Creatine in 
his numbered slot. 
Depending on a 
player's size, he is ex- 
pected to take five or 
10 grams of the white 
powder, both before 
and after the workout. 
“It’s a food, not a drug,” 
Epley says of Creatine. 
“Tt’s kind of like a steak 
ground up into a 
powder. It’s a pain in 
the neck to distribute, 
but it makes a difference in the power of the 
football team.” Nebraska isn’t the only school 
whose athletes use Creatine; in some ways, 
Epley says, the Cornhuskers are behind the 
times. It just seems Nebraska’s players are 
bigger and stronger than those at other 
schools. 

Epley and his staff of seven full-time 
strength coaches, called the Performance 
Team, supervise the workouts. “We tear 
the team down into eight groups, and we 
have eight supervisors in charge of 14 or 15 
people,” Epley says. “They generate cards, 
with each player's workout on it each day.” 

Nothing done at Nebraska is radically 
different than what is done at most other 
major college programs. The Cornhuskers 
just do it better than anyone else. The size 
of the weight room, the Performance Team 
and the regimen the players follow are im- 
portant, but most schools have part-time 
nutritionists or full-time university nutri- 
tionists who devote part of their attention 
to the sports teams. Nebraska has a full- 
time athletic department performance nu- 
tritionist and even a full-time psychologist. 

Epley is the boss, his official title 
being assistant athletic director of athletic 
performance. On a laptop computer in his 
office overlooking the weight-room floor, 
he shows a visitor a play on which 
Wiegert pulls and explodes into some 
poor defensive guy, knocking him back 
about 17 yards and a couple of inches into 
the artificial turf. Epley plays it over and 
over, explaining that everything done in 
the weight room and in the conditioning 
program is based on this moment. 
Explosion. Quick bursts. Drive up 
through the leg. 

The weightlifting program, he empha- 
sizes, isn’t about just adding weight to the 
body and piling on more plates. It’s about 
that burst, and that’s especially true for of 
fensive linemen. 

“Think about what an offensive lineman 
does,” Epley says amid the clang of 
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Dishman, a menacing 310-pounder, will have to learn the nuances of a 
new position this fall as he makes the transition from tackle to guard. 


weights on this particular day. “Their feet 
are always on the ground, so when they 
apply force into the ground, it allows them 
to go in the opposite direction. So you need 
to have ground-based activities where your 
feet are on the ground when you train. 

“For some reason, there are still a lot of 
people in strength-training roles who think 
you have to sit on a machine to train. If you 
sit down and do leg extensions and things 
like that, that’s one muscle at a time. If you 
do a snatch, or squats and cleans, your 
whole body is working at once.” 

As we talk, Dishman is straining in 
quick bursts (with feet on the ground) with 
a group of his fellow offensive linemen. 
You almost get the impression that Taylor's 
dry wit and Anderson's almost professorial 
demeanor are the counterbalances—and 
help keep Dishman in line. But during the 
weightlifting, Dishman is damn serious. 


The 96 guard 

Dishman’s parents both worked in 
Cozad’s Monroe Auto plant. Chris was big 
all along, but he didn’t get heavily into 
football until his sophomore year in high 
school. “I got in with the wrong crowd 
when I was young and didn’t want to do 
sports,” he says. “I came out of it, 
though.” 

Dishman talked with Colorado State, 
Towa State and Kansas State, but that’s as 
far as it got. He didn’t take another visit, 
coming to Lincoln in 1992 grateful for the 
scholarship and not expecting ever to start. 
“] was pretty much in awe my whole first 
year,” he says. “At first, you realize there’s 
no way in heck I'm ever going to beat these 
guys out, guys like Zach Wiegert and Will 
Shields. Then you blink and the time has 
passed and, man, it’s your turn.” 

In the indoor practice facility, as the 
Huskers go through short-burst agility 
drills by the dozen, Epley talks about how 
some programs are still doing it all wrong. 

“Did you play football?” he asks. 


“Yes.” 

“You ever run a mile and a half or two 
miles?” 

"Yess" 

“Wrong! Distance running has nothing 
to do with the sport of football! In this 
country, there are football coaches who 
have their players running distances be- 
cause they think they're going to get them 
in shape for the fourth quarter. That is 
training in the wrong energy system!” 

Again, in football, the bread and butter 
is the short burst. Explode. Five seconds 
for a play, then 40 seconds of rest. It’s folly, 
Epley says, to train any other way. “The 
type of training should be short bursts, fol- 
lowed by a rest interval of 40 to 50 sec- 
onds,” he says. “You go hard, recover and 
go hard again. That's what happens on the 
football field. The athletes you see here 
have basically zero aerobic conditioning in 
their programs. That will raise some eye- 
brows from people who read that, but 
that’s what power sports are all about.” 

What would Epley do if he spotted, say, 
Anderson on a LifeCycle? “We would prob- 
ably want to know what's going on,” he says, 
“because research indicates that if you do aer- 
obic conditioning over a period of time, you 
actually convert your explosive fast-twitch 
muscle fibers into slow-twitch muscle fibers. 
Fast-twitch muscle fibers generate four times 
as much force as slow-twitch muscles.” 

Oh. Of course. 

Repeatedly, the long line of offensive 
linemen go through their quick drills, then 
their 40 seconds of rest. Anderson, with a 
3 o'clock shadow, has sweat through the 
gray T-shirt, but his feet are remarkably 
quick for a man his size. They remain 
quick in drill after drill, just as they do in 
the fourth quarter. 


The ’96 tackle 


Was there ever any doubt where 
Anderson would go to college? He was a 
big-time prospect who considered 
Stanford, Washington and Michigan. But 
he is from Lincoln. 

But it wasn’t a case of Anderson hanging 
out at Memorial Stadium as a youngster. 
He never attended a Nebraska game until 
he was being recruited. Couldn't get 
tickets. But after he went across town for 
his official visit, he decided there was no 
reason to visit other schools, 

Anderson redshirted and waited, backed 
up Wiegert as a freshman, then took over 
the starting job as a sophomore last 
season. Big Eight coaches voted him to the 
all-league team, and he became the quiet, 
scholarly leader of a line that quieted any 
doubts early on about whether it would be 
good enough for the Huskers to win a 
second consecutive national title. 

“We took a lot of pride in the fact that we 
were supposedly the weak link last season, 
and we came through,” Anderson says. 
“We wanted to prove we could go out and 
play the same level as that ’94 group, or 
even exceed it. I don’t know if we exceeded 
them—that would have been tough—but I 
think we played as well as they did.” 

Florida probably would agree. ° 

Terry Frei is a sportswriter with the 
Denver Post. 


Revisiting the steroid issue 


Like many football programs, college and pro, Nebraska had a steroid problem 
in the late 1970s and ‘80s. Until the effects the drug had on the body became 
documented and better-known, steroids were a fashionable shortcut, quasi-re- 
spectable in the sense that exceeding the speed limit is OK ... if you aren’t 
caught. 

No question, the almost spiritual zeal and emphasis on strength training put 
pressure on football players everywhere to bulk up fast. Pick a major program, 
any major program, and that was true. And the drug's effects were obvious. Mood 
swings. Acne. The thick neck. Sculpted features, and sculpted awful fast. Those 
aren't automatic indicators of steroid use, but they were evident in many football 
players, especially linemen. Their coaches either looked the other way, didn’t 
want to know or simply were stupid. 

Nowhere was the pressure to get stronger faster 
more great than at Nebraska. Nor were the rewards 
more evident, since great weightlifting achievements 
were one way to get attention from the staff, One 
platform in the weight room was reserved for players 
who crossed certain thresholds in certain exercises. 

Dean Steinkuhler, an All-American guard and the 
No. 2 pick in the 1984 draft, said he and several 
teammates used steroids at Nebraska. But he also 
said it hadn't been at the behest of anyone in the 
program. 

Were members of the Cornhuskers’ 
football/strength program naive about the steroid 
use going on around them? Perhaps. Indirectly re- 
sponsible by saying: Get strong, guys, or you don't 
play? Or for not being zealous about checking how 
those strength gains were achieved? Could be. Or 
did the Nebraska coaches simply adopt a don't- 
ask, don't-tell policy, whether they admitted it or 
not? Only the men involved know how much they 
were involved in the documented steroid abuse at 
Nebraska before they took steps to try to stop it. Which, it must be pointed out, 
was before other programs followed suit. 

But this much is clear: Amid all the investigating and the cynicism about how 
those Nebraska players got so big, nobody ever advanced evidence that strength 
coach Boyd Epley or anyone in the Nebraska hierarchy had direct knowledge of 
steroid use—or, worse, had helped promote it. 

“Back when steroids were pretty prominent 15 years ago,” offensive line coach 
Milt Tenopir says, “kids were getting strong fast. | guess the thing we can stress 
now is, how strong do you have to be to get the job done? You don't have to be a 
500-pound bench-presser or a 650-pound squat guy. We don't put the stress on the 
numbers like that. And you still have to be able to perform football skills. I've al- 
ways been against steroids as a false accomplishment. | think the big thing has 
been education.” 

It's easy to tell Epley has been asked about steroid use before, and he is unof- 
fended. “In the '70s, it was a problem,” he says. “We had some players who had 
symptoms of steroid use back then, and | pointed that out to Coach (Tom) 
Osborne. He had us institute steroid testing the next year, and the rest of the Big 
Eight followed. We told the players we were going to test and not one of them 
tested positive. Well, then we learned a lot about it, that it isn't necessary to tell 
them when you're going to test. So we started testing them randomly. 

“| have said before, and | will say again, that if myself or anyone on my staff 
was ever found to recommend steroids to one of our athletes, | would resign im- 
mediately. You don't really need steroids. It’s not a long-term solution. If you want 
to gain weight and get stronger, it takes years. You can get the job done. It just 
takes a little more time to do it the right way.” 

Epley says that when the NFL began testing for steroid use in 1990, it helped to 
slow steroid abuse in college football. He argues that steroid testing should be 
mandatory before a player can accept a scholarship. 

The mere mention of steroids evokes an almost giddy laughter from Nebraska's 
current offensive linemen. “Yeah, look at these jugs,” guard Chris Dishman says, 
meaning he doesn't feel particularly sculpted. Tackle Eric Anderson says steroids 
aren't a problem at Nebraska, “at least not that I've seen.” 

Not among this group, at least. 


Z —. __. 
Line coach Milt Tenopir always 


has viewed steroid use “as a 
false accomplishment,” 


° 
—TERRY FREI 
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Northwestern’s Barnett 
puts making a difference 
ahead of making money 


By KEVIN DING 


t’s 1992. Gary Barnett is at his first Northwestern post- 
season banquet. He is at the microphone, telling the crowd 
what an enjoyable day at home he had after his Wildcats 
beat Wisconsin, 27-25, on the final Saturday of the season. 
After the triumph, which gave Northwestern its first three-victory 
Big Ten season since 1973, Barnett heads home and is as happy as 
can be. He walks on air all day and night before finally forcing him- 
self to bed. There he lies, awake, still reveling in the victory, still 
awed that his rookie coaching season has ended on such a harmo- 
nious note. He may be more excited than when the game ended. 
And so he turns to his wife, Mary—who is trying to fall asleep— 
and breaks the silence. 
“Do you know,” he asks her, 
“how many really great football 
coaches—I mean really great 
football coaches—there are in 
the world?” 
After a long, dramatic pause, 
Mary answers her wide-eyed 
husband: “One fewer than you 
think there are.” 
The crowd roars. 
Later, Barnett admits the story 
isn’t exactly true on all counts. 
“Well, I did go home and relax — 
that part was true.” 
There’s a lot of charisma and 
_ comedian i in Barnett, but the 
H 2 thrust of that story—becoming 
3 one of football’s really great 
coaches—is especially apropos 
ow. After last season, Barnett 
7 could have left Northwestern and 
Gary Barnett would rather inspire the long-downtrodden 


Wildcats than seek additional fame and fortune elsewhere. Pursued that very ideal. Georgia 
inquired and UCLA offered. Each 


gig was higher in profile than the Northwestern job, and it would 
have been easier to be a consistent winner in Athens, Ga., and Los 
Angeles than in Evanston, Ill. But Barnett chose to stay. 

He says he did so because his work at Northwestern is much 
more to him than a means to collecting coach-ofthe-year trophies or 
lucrative offers from other schools. He says he has something more 
important, and more fulfilling, than status or money. 
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“I don’t think I could have made a difference at UCLA; I think I 
have a chance at making a difference at Northwestern,” Barnett 
says. “You only get a couple of chances in your life to make a differ- 
ence, and those are the meaningful things that you do. No matter 
what you do in your 40 years of working, you'll have a sense of 
when those times come along—and there are just a few of them— 
that are difference-makers. Not difference-makers in you, but 
things where you can make a difference in others’ lives. 

“I don't think I could do that at UCLA. I was just the next guy to 
coach UCLA. I'm in their locker, At Northwestern, it’s not that way. 
Thave a chance to effect change. And I don't think the total change 
has occurred. It’s sort of like we have this thing right here, and if I 
would've left—not because of me, necessarily, but I just didn’t want 
to see this go back downhill. I want to see it go over the hill. That's 
what I set out to do. That’s the difference I can make.” 


fter 24 years without a winning season, 47 without a bowl 

appearance, 59 without a Big Ten title, here is a perfect 

Big Ten season and a trip to the Rose Bowl. 

The coach, who had no Division I head-coaching experi- 

ence before getting the job, is showered with 17 coach-of-the-year 

awards. Once mistaken for Donald Trump while in New York, 

Barnett is Jay Leno’s guest on The Tonight Show while in Los 
Angeles. 

On campus, the team goes from being denied access to the 
school's all-purpose sports facility to having students jam the place 
to watch players run sprints. Classmates who once turned up their 
noses at free admission to games are told to pay—and do so will- 
ingly, later helping to disable the university phone system in a 
crushing push for Rose Bowl tickets. 

In nearby Chicago, where the city’s blue-collar sports fans always 
had ignored or scorned this smarty-pants team of losers, Michael 
Jordan declares Northwestern football is bigger than Jordan and the 
Bulls. Six-hundred lights on the John Hancock Center downtown 
are changed from Christmas red and green to Northwestern purple. 
The coach, who throws out the first pitch at Wrigley Field on 
Opening Day, tries to tip a baggage handler at O'Hare Airport but is 
told, “Coach, I could never take money from you.” 

Nationally, the football program that was one of the most mocked 
in all of sport since “The Streak”—a Division LA-record 34 consecu- 
tive losses from 1979-82—gets its helmets plastered on Wheaties 
boxes. The team is commended in resolutions passed by Congress. 

The capper: A year ago, the team’s coach had to order his 
players not to read this or any other preseason college football 
magazine because none gave Northwestern respect. This year . . . 
well, things are different. 

All of this may be hard to believe, but because someone at 
Northwestern invented the lie detector back when the school was 
known for more than just football, there is no doubting the afore- 
mentioned facts. 

‘What Northwestern has done is astounding. But that may have been 
the easy part. 

Barry Alvarez rebuilt doormat Wisconsin and won the Big Ten in 
1993 before falling off to 7-4-1 the next year. Last season, he lost to 
Northwestern, 35-0, and didn’t make a bowl game. The 1996 Wildcats 
not only must stay hungry after feasting in 1995, but also won't sneak 
up on anyone anymore. Last year’s Northwestern team succeeded as 
much on chemistry as on ability, and this year’s team will have to re- 
capture some of that magic to keep the revolution going. 

“Sustaining our status will definitely be harder,” Northwestern 
running back Darnell Autry says. “Now everybody knows what 
we've got, and everybody is going to be preparing for us and gun- 
ning for us.” 


here never will be another year like 1995. 
That’s what many naysayers argue with regard to 
Northwestern's 10-2 record and Rose Bowl berth. But 
even Northwestern's most diehard supporters know that 
regardless of NU’s future performances, the enchantment of such a 
storybook season never will be matched. 
Northwestern's 1996 team must overcome that fixation with last 
year’s glory. Barnett already has. 
“I don’t want it to be the same,” says Barnett, who turned 50 in 


Gary Barnett had wide receiver D’Wayne Bates and his teammates reaching 
for the stars in 95, but the coach isn't about to bask in the glory of last season. 


May. “That's what life is like—constant change. It’s like when your 
car breaks down on the interstate, and all those cars are going by 
you and you're going, ‘Golly, why do their cars have to go on?” 
Because that’s the way it is—it goes on. When someone dies in your 
family, God, you feel terrible, but you look outside and life goes on. 
Everything else goes on. 

“The Rose Bowl year was a memorable occasion in a lot of our 
lives, but there are other things to do now. I can't bask in that glory. 
It’s not like I can put myself in a bubble, a Rose Bowl bubble, and 
just say, ‘Here I am, here’s my life ... the Rose Bow! and 1995!” 

Northwestern might not want to clone last season anyway. The 
Wildcats lost the Rose Bowl, 41-32, to USC. And Northwestern is a 
team with plenty of experience with using losing as motivation— 
first the years of defeat (including a pre-1995 record under Barnett 
of 824-1) and then the 30-28 home loss to Miami (Ohio) the week 
after starting '95 by winning at Notre Dame. Barnett called the 
Miami loss—in which Northwestern yielded 23 unanswered fourth- 
quarter points—“traumatic,” but it motivated his team the rest of the 
year. Now the Rose Bowl loss looms large. 

“If we had won that Rose Bowl, I don't think there’s any way we 
could get back there this year,” Barnett says. “Now we have a 
fighting chance. What hurt Alvarez as much as anything is that he 
did win the Rose Bowl. Once you get it all, it’s a lot harder to get 
back for it, I think.” 

‘The players are brooding over the Rose Bowl loss even more 
than Barnett. Linebacker Pat Fitzgerald, who was showered with 
many postseason honors, didn't get to play in the Rose Bowl after 
breaking his leg late in the season. He may joke about it—“It has 
taught me patience, something my mom always said I needed 
anyway”—but the memory of watching from the sidelines in 
Pasadena still smarts. 

“As a little kid growing up in Chicago, you always want to play in 
the Rose Bowl,” Fitzgerald says. “I had a chance last year, but I 
didn’t get the opportunity to take advantage of it. We'd like to go 
back there and finish the job we didn’t get done.” 

Quarterback Steve Schnur’s fourth-quarter interception led to 
USC's clinching touchdown, and the free-smiling Schnur frowns at 
the memory. He admits it has haunted him: “If I could, it would 
probably be the one thing I would go back and change in my life.” 


en ABC wanted to broadcast the Wildcats’ late-season 

home game against Penn State and pushed the start 

time back to 2:30 p.m., Northwestern—unaccustomed 

to the spotlight—had to scramble and set up tempo- 

rary lights to illuminate the field. The lights worked so poorly that 

by the fourth quarter, the game took on the backyard feel of boys 
playing past dusk. 

‘That atmosphere was appropriate for this most original event—a 
21-10 Northwestern victory accomplished not just on national televi- 
sion, but in front of a standing-room-only crowd roaring for the 
’Cats. Northwestern's 49,256-seat Dyche Stadium usually has been 
about 15,000 shy of capacity in recent years, without a sellout be- 
tween 1983-1995. About half the fans who showed up for games 
were road-trippers rooting for the visiting Big Ten team. 

So, especially after Northwestern's biggest 1995 triumphs 
(Notre Dame and Michigan) had come on the road, beating Penn 
State at home made for the most special day of the year. 

“That was the first time we had a great collegiate sports atmos- 
phere,” Northwestern athletic director Rick Taylor says. “The place 
was filled with purple, it was a loud crowd, and maybe the way the 
game was finished at night had something to do with it. That was 
the highlight.” 

But suddenly overflowing crowd support is just one of many tan- 
gible reasons Northwestern can expect success in 1996. 

Foremost among those reasons is personnel: 14 of 24 starters re- 
turn; more important, 41 of 54 lettermen are back. Autry is back for 
his junior year. He tied or broke 25 Northwestern records last 
season, rushing for 1,675 yards on 355 carries and fumbling just 
once. Schnur is back at quarterback, along with big-play receiver 
D’Wayne Bates, who had seven catches for 145 yards in the Rose 
Bowl. Add wide receiver Brian Musso and tight end Darren 
Drexler, and the Wildcats will throw the ball more than they did a 
year ago. The nation’s top scoring defense returns mostly intact, 
led by Fitzgerald at middle linebacker. He reached double figures 
in tackles all 10 times he played last season. 

Northwestern also returns all 10 coaches for the fourth year ina 


Tow, all original members of Barnett’s staff except secondary coach 
Jerry Brown, who arrived one year in. It’s worth noting that 
Wisconsin lost four assistants—including Iowa State coach Dan 
McCarney—then went out and struggled to a 4-5-2 mark last year. 

Barnett leans heavily on his assistants, rarely even wearing a 
headset on the sideline. Barnett organizes, delegates and moti- 
vates. And everyone he leads to battle in 1996 goes in with in- 
creased confidence. 

“We used to ask the guys to visualize the Rose Bowl,” Barnett 
says. “We'd had a couple guys who'd driven by it, but we sure didn’t 
have anybody who'd ever played in it. A lot of our guys thought they 
could do it, but these guys know that they have done it.” 

It also happens that 1996 is the year Northwestern's schedule 
gets significantly softer. After facing the likes of Notre Dame, 
Stanford, Boston College and Air Force in nonconference play in 
recent years, the Wildcats start with Wake Forest (1-10 last 
season), Duke (3-8) and Ohio University (2-8-1). Indiana, winless in 
Big Ten play last year, is NU’s first league foe, meaning 
Northwestern could be 4-0 before hosting Michigan on October 5. 

If anyone is going to be squinting into Northwestern’s future, 
though, they must focus on recruiting—every program's lifeline. 
Northwestern's whirlwind 1995 season came too late to sway most 
of last year’s top high school seniors, who already had established 
their preferred schools before Northwestern emerged. But expect 
this year’s seniors to give NU plenty of thought. 

“Darnell Autry’s a household name now. Pat Fitzgerald’s a house- 
hold name now. I'm a household name now,” Barnett says. “I can't 
go into a recruit's home without signing an autograph and taking a 
picture. Before, they had to look me up in the media guide and say, 
“Who's that guy again?’” 

Barnett was hired primarily because he was such a zealous re- 
cruiter, a major change from previous Northwestern coaches. Bill 
McCartney brought Barnett aboard at Colorado in 1984 because of 
his recruiting ability, and upon arrival at Northwestern eight years 
later, Barnett attacked anew. 

He sent out purple envelopes, rather than white ones. He sent 
out handwritten letters from assistants, rather than form letters. He 
had NU students sign petitions to be sent to top prospects, showing 
them how much Northwestern wanted them. He even enlisted 
local first-graders to write little letters on Northwestern's behalf. 

Through all that, Barnett landed some prep stars like Autry, who 
was wooed by UCLA, Colorado and Arizona State, but the strange 
thing is that Northwestern rose without the help of its most prized 
catches. Wide receiver Eric Scott didn’t fit in and transferred to 
UCLA. Running back Robbie Glanton, who transferred to Arizona 
State, and offensive lineman Adam Reed, who left for Colorado, 
probably would've been three-year starters had they stayed. And 
just before the ‘95 season, sophomore quarterback Lloyd 
Abramson—who had picked NU over Illinois, Penn State and 
Miami and was the Wildcats’ highest-profile recruit ever—dropped 
out of the race with Schnur for the starting job and left school. 

Northwestern got to the Rose Bowl without the blue-chippers. 
What could happen if the Wildcats—who (they hope) replaced 
Abramson in February by signing 6-5, 205-pound Corbett Elsen, a 
prep All-American from East Grand Rapids’ unbeaten Michigan 
state champions—step up and start getting their share? 

“We'll chase the same guys we chased a year ago, but what'll 
happen now is they're going to listen to us a little bit longer and maybe 
alittle harder . . . and maybe we're going to get those guys,” Barnett 
says. “In February, we signed 16 guys but offered 90 scholarships, 
meaning 74 guys went another way. USC offered 29 and got 22. That’s 
pretty good, and that’s what we want. If we can play well and validate 
some of the early decisions by kids to put us in their top five, we can re- 
ally reap the benefits of the Rose Bowl in our next recruiting class.” 

Of course, this doesn't mean Northwestern can offer admission 
to all the nation’s prep stars; the university’s academic require- 
ments will remain stringent. When the Wildcats broke into the na- 
tional polls last year, some talk broke out that Northwestern must 
have lowered its requirements to land better athletes. Barnett was 
quick to point out that 24 of the 27 full- or part-time starters who 
would take the field with him that Saturday had received academic 
honors either in high school or college. Last year’s Wildcats had an 
average SAT score of 1,037, second only to Stanford among 
Division LA football teams. 

“You've got to keep this whole thing in perspective,” Barnett 
says. “We haven't cured cancer, we haven't saved a life. We haven’t 
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done anything that is any more important than just rep- 
resenting our university at a level of excellence, like 
many other aspects of the university already do. We just 
sort of carried our weight—that’s the way I look at it.” 

The Wildcats also will remain respectful and well-be- 
haved on the field, playing the way that led so many 
people—including many non-football fans—to inundate 
Barnett with complimentary mail, But will the people out 
there get a headache this season from a second dose of 
Northwestern's sweetness? 

“Hopefully, things will be the same way,” Schnur 
says, “I hope people look at us as a school that mixes 
academics and athletics and proves that it can still be 
done in the 1990s.” 


hat does Gary Barnett want now? 

“I want to go back to the Rose Bowl and win 

it. I want to put the kind of team on the field 

that we did last year that represented all the 
things most of us appreciate about college athletics. I 
want a great college football program, an exemplary col- 
lege football program.” 

But can Northwestern go from laughingstock to pow- 
erhouse in just two years? The laughingstock’s stock 
soared in 1995, but the market will be different in '96. 
Last year’s team broke through by winning games it 
wasn’t supposed to win; now this year’s team must 
break through again by winning games it is supposed to 
win. Trying to win in the face of higher expectations and 
fired-up opposition offers new burdens and pressures. 

“What a coach is more concerned about than anything 
else is the team handling situations they're not prepared 
to handle, that they haven’t had experience handling,” 
Barnett says. “Last year’s team handled so many of 
those, it was really remarkable.” 

And even Northwestern's savior isn’t exactly sure 
how to proceed from here. 

“Do things need to change? Yeah,” Barnett says. 
“There are lots of things we can do to make our program 
better. I'm not exactly sure what they are right now, but 
when I hear them and see them, I'll know what they are 
and I'll implement them.” 

He is being pushed onto yet another plot of unsettled 
land, but Barnett remains confident. His words say it, 
and his steel-gray eyes show it. He expects a challenge, 
but he doesn’t buy the argument that his toughest task 
lies ahead. What could be harder than breathing life into 
something dead for most of the past century, he asks? 

“When you can only turn over 20 percent of your team 
each year because of recruiting restrictions, it’s pretty 
hard to go from absolutely no tradition to the Rose Bowl. 
That's pretty dang hard,” Barnett says. “T'll tell you what— 
you be the coach. Which team do you want to inherit—the 
team that we just took to the Rose Bowl and go back at ‘em 
next year, or the team from 1992 and try to get them to the 
Rose Bowl?” 

Now more than ever, Barnett is applying the original 
motto he brought to Northwestern: “Expect Victory.” He 
is college football's king of the catch-phrase, having 
ridden “Belief Without Evidence” a long way last season 
and having spouted more than his share of fortune- 
cookie wisdom (ie. “You've got to dig big ditches before 
you can build big buildings,” or “Our tradition’s ahead of 
us at Northwestern; everyone else's is behind them”). 

But Barnett has immortalized one slogan above all 
others. On January 11, 1992—just a few weeks into his 
new job—Barnett strolled out at halftime of an Ohio State- 
Northwestern basketball game and promised Wildcats 
fans that he would take “the Purple to Pasadena.” 

Over the winter, Barnett appeared at another home 
basketball game. And, sure enough, he did it again. 
Barnett promised to take Northwestern back. 
Apparently, he doesn’t know when to quit. 

“No, I do,” he says. “But it’s not now.” 

Kevin Ding is a sportswriter for the Miami Herald. 


He made us believe 
By SAM VALENZISI 


How did Northwestern do it? A better question might be how did Gary 
Barnett do it? 

As a kicker for the 1995 Wildcats, | am asked time and again to explain 
Northwestern's success—and the impact Coach Barnett had on our emer- 
gence. 

Bamett became a fixture in newspapers, magazines 
and evening news highlights throughout the country 
last season as we won 10 of 11 regular-season 
games, took the Big Ten Conference title and played 
in the Rose Bowl. Along the way, everyone outside the 
cozy confines of the Wildcat football team learned ex- 
actly what players and assistants already knew about 
Coach Barnett: His charisma and confidence are con- 
tagious, so much so that you find his metaphors and 
philosophy invading your everyday life. 

For naysayers who wrongly believe Northwestern 
lowered its standards or cut corners to reach the 


upper echelon of college football, | have a ready re- Former Wildcats kicker 
sponse: “Hey, winning is an attitude.” That's just one ee aya 
of many Barnett-isms | carry over to the classroom eaten : 


and my job-search efforts. 

From Day One, Coach Barnett asked us to be ac- 
countable to one another and to believe in him and the other coaches as 
much as they believed in us. He said that when we fully trusted each other, 
we'd begin to succeed. 

For me, that moment occurred in the 1994 season, on a cold and rainy 
November aftemoon in Evanston, Ill. In the previous two seasons, missed field 
goals had cost us dearly against Michigan State, and now we were locked in an- 
other slugfest with the Spartans. After a 6-for-6 start on field goals in '94, | had 
lapsed into inconsistency—and, wouldn't you know it, | missed a wind-aided, 47- 
yard attempt in the first half against Michigan State. Down 21-14 midway through 
the third quarter, we were in position to attempt a long field goal. But, considering 
my slump, would Coach Bamett call on me again? Would he frust me again? 
Coach called me over, He asked if | thought | could make the kick, which would 
be a 51-yarder into a gusting wind. Without hesitation, | answered: “I'll make it.” 
He replied: “Let's kick it.” 

Never mind that the kick was a line drive, twisting in the wind and knuckling 
both to the left and the right as it headed toward the uprights. Never mind 
that it also cleared by 10 yards. And never mind that Michigan State pulled 
‘away to win the game. When Coach took my word, | had proof he believed in 
me, a walk-on who had kicked only one field goal in his high school career. 
He believed in me the way | believed in him—totally—and my confidence 
was sky-high from then on (as evidenced by my 15-for-16 accuracy on field 
goals in '95). 

In my mind, what separates Gary Barnett from other coaches is that every 
day he proves to his players that he himself practices the very philosophies 
and motivational ideals that other coaches merely use as meeting-room 
thetoric. The “Belief Without Evidence” motto that he coined for the 1995 
season isn't just a motto; it's a statement of what Gary Bamett is about, and 
of what he wants each of his players to be. 

When Coach Bamett spumed offers to leave Evanston for UCLA or Georgia, | 
truly believe that the deciding factor wasn't the money. Or the incentives. Or any- 
thing else those schools could provide. 

When recruiting, Coach says he looks for leaders and risk-takers. He asks 
each player which he would value more—something store-bought or something 
built with the athlete's own two hands. The collective reply is, “What | had built 
myself.” What keeps Gary Bamett at Northwestem is that he knows he has built 
something special with his players, and he is willing to take any risks inherent in 
the job. | think Coach Bamett believed in us, and he knew we believed in him. 
And nothing has changed. o 

Sam Valenzisi, a second-team selection on THe SportING News 1995 All- 
America squad, is a June 1996 graduate of Northwestern's Medill School of 
Journalism, 
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rating the nation’s coache 


ACC 
Best on game day: Bobby Bowden, 
Florida State. 
Best game preparation: George Welsh, 
Virginia, 
Best recruiter: Bowden. 
Best motivator: Tommy West, Clemson. 
Best teacher: Welsh. 
Best at maximizing talent: Bowden. 
Best at handling the media: Bowden. 
Best at assembling a staff: Bowden. 
Best in big games: Bowden. 
Best overall: 1. Bowden; 2. Welsh; 3. 
George O'Leary, Georgia Tech. 


BIG EAST 
Best on game day: Frank Beam, Virginia Tech 
Best game preparation: Beamer. 
Best recruiter: Paul Pasqualon, Syracuse 
Best motivator: Beamer. 
Best teacher: Beamer. 
Best at maximizing talent: Don Nehien, 
Wiest Virginia, 
Best at handling the media: Ron 
Dickerson, Temple 
Best at assembling a staff: Nehlen 
Best in big games: Beamer. 
Best overall: 1. Beamer, 2, Pasquali: 3 


BIG EIGHT 


Best on game day: Tom Osbome, Nebraska. 

Best game preparation: Osbome 

Best recruiter: Osbome 

Best motivator: Glen Mason, Kansas. 

Best teacher: Bill Snyder, Kansas State. 

Best at maximizing talent: Snyder. 

Best af handling the media: Rick 
Neuheisel, Colorado, 

Best at assembling a staff: Osborne. 

Best in big games: Osbome. 

Best overall: 1. Osborne; 2. Snyder; 3. 
Neuheisel 


BIG TEN 


Best on game day: Joe Patemo, Penn 
State. 

Best game preparation: Gary Barnett 
‘Northwestern, 

Best recruiter: John Cooper, Ohio State. 

Best motivator: Bamett. 

Best teacher: Patemo. 

Best at maximizing talent: Bat. 

Best at handling the media: Bamett. 

Best at assembling a staf: Patera. 

Best in big games: Paterno, 


Nehlen 


Best overall: 1. Paterno; 2. Barnett; 3 
Barry Alvarez, Wisconsin 


BIG WEST 

Best on game day: Chris Ault, Nevada. 

Best game preparation: Ault 

Best recruiter: (tie) Ault and Nelson 
Stokley, SW Louisiana 

Best motivator: Ault 

Best teacher: Aut. 

Best at maximizing talent: Ault 

Best at handling the medi 
Ralston, San Jose State. 

Best at assembling a staff: Ault 

Best in big games: Aut. 

Best overall: 1. Ault; 2. Stokley; 3. John 
L Smith, Utah State 


INDEPENDENTS 


Best on game day: Lou Holtz, Notre 
Dame. 

Best game preparation: Holtz. 

Best recruiter: Holtz 

Best motivator: Holtz 

Best teacher: Holtz 

Best at maximizing talent: Steve Logan, 
East Carolina. 

Best at handling the media: Holtz 

Best at assembling a statf: Holtz 

Best in big games: Holtz 

Best overall: 1. Holtz; 2. Logan; 3. Rick 
Minter, Cincinnati 


MID-AMERICAN 
Best on game day: Gary Blackn 
Bowing Green. 
Best game preparation: Blackney. 


John 


Best teacher: Al Molde, 


Western 
Michigan 

Best at maximizing talent: (tie) Blackney 
‘and Dick Flynn, Central Michigan. 

Best at handiing the media: Blackney. 

Best at assembling a statf: Molde. 

Best in big games: Blackney. 

Best overall: 1. Blackney; 2. Molde; 3. 
Randy Walker, Miami (Ohio). 


PACIFIC-10 
Best on game day: Mike Blot, Oregon. 
Best game preparation: Belt. 
Best recruiter: John Robinson, USC, 
Best motivator: (tie) Mike Price, 


Washington State, and Jim Lambright, 
Washington 

Best teacher: Belltt 

Best at maximizing talent: Dick Tomey, 
Arizona, 

Best at handling the media: 

Best at assembling a staff: 
Wilingham, Stantord 

Best in big games: Terry Donahue, UCLA. 

Best overall: 1. Robinson; 2. Tomey; 3 
Donahue. 


SOUTHEASTERN 

Best on game day: Steve Spurrier, 
Florida 

Best game preparation: Spurrier. 
Best recruiter: Phil Fulmer, Tennessee 
Best motivator: Terry Bowden, Auburn. 
Best teacher: Spur 
Best at maximizing talent: S; 
Best at handling the media: 
Best at assembling a staff: Bowden. 
Best in big games: Bowden. 
Best overall: 1. Spurr, 2 Bowden; 3. Fulmer 


SOUTHWEST 

Best on game day: F.C. Slocum, Texas 
ABM. 

Best game preparation: Si 

Best recruiter: Slocum, 

Best motivator: Slocum. 

Best teacher: John Mackovic, Texas, 

Best at maximizing talent: Spike Dykes, 
Texas Tech 

Best at handling the media: Dykes. 

Best at assembling a staff: Slocum. 

Best in big games: Mackovic. 

Best overall: 1. Slocum; 2. Dyk 
Mackovic. 


WESTERN ATHLETIC 


Best on game day: Sonny Lubick, 
Colorado State. 

Best game preparation: LaVell Edwards, 
BYU. 

Best recruiter: Ron McBride, Utah 

Best motivator: McBride. 

Best teacher: Fisher DeBerry Air Force. 

Best at maximizing talent: DeBerry. 

Best at handling the media: Jim 
‘Sweeney, Fresno State 

Best at assembling a staff: Lubick. 

Best in big games: Edwards. 

Best overall: 1. McBride; 2. Lubick; 
3, Edwards. 


THE WRITERS: John Akers, San Jose (Cal) Mercury News; Mark Anderson, Reo: 
‘Andy Bagnato, Chicago Tribune; Joe Baird, Salt Lake 
siohn Block, Kalamazoo (Mich,) Gazette; Kirk Bohis, Austin (Texas) American: 
‘Vegas Review-Journal; ick Bozich, Louisville Courersloural Mk 
Brown, Lafayete (La) Adveriser Jimmy Burch, Fort Worth St 

(Kan) Eagle; Dennis Dodd, free-lance writer, Tim Doherty, Hat 
Dutton, Kansas Cy Star, Al Featherson, Durham (N.C.) Herald-Sun; Jonat 
Vahe Gregorian, St. Louis Post-Dispatch; Dave Hackenbarg, Toledo (Ohio) Bl 
Petersburg (Fa. Times; Ciris Hany, Tampa Thbune; Ron Hans, T 
Hyams, Knoxville (Tenn) News-Sentinel; Bob Keisser, Long Beach (Cal) Pre 
‘Des Moines (lowa) Register Phil Miler, Slt Lake 


Dallas Moming News; Lenn Robbins, The Record (Ber 
‘Seaburn, Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal; Kevin Turbevil, Jonesboro (Ark) Sun; Mice 
(Doug Zaleski, Muncie (Ind) Evening-Press; Len Zietm, Chicago Sun-Times. 


une; Tory Bamhart, Adanta Jo 

tatesman; A 
el Brady, free-lance 
Jack Carl, Bowin 
rg (Miss) Ame 


Tek 


une; Mark Montieth, lncinapoks Star 


NL.) Kevin Searinshy, Bi 


4S (Denver); Bruce 
Couch, Wichita 


Florida's Spurrier gets high marks for, among 
other things, his abilities on game days. 


Nebraska's Osborne was considered the best 
coach in the now-defunct Big Eight. 
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Do visions of past Insh QBs dance in his head? 
No, Ron Powlus is content with his own legacy 


By MICHAEL BRADLEY 


t seems as if the entire Notre Dame campus knows Ron Powlus has forgotten to return 
his 1996-97 housing form and has about 15 minutes to make the deadline or risk a senior 
year rooming with some pimply faced freshman from Peoria. When you're the Fighting 
Irish quarterback, even the mundane details of your life hold interest for others. 
The secretaries in the Notre Dame football office laugh about Powlus’ procrasti- 
nation and implore him to get moving, but not before asking whether his girlfriend 
will be bringing some Wise potato chips—considered a delicacy in some parts of the 
country—on her next visit to South Bend. David Quist, a roommate whom Powlus collects 
while driving back to the cluttered, modest dormitory suite the two share with three 
others, preaches calm and relates war stories from his own buzzer-beating clerical adven- 
tures. “Just slip it under the door,” Quist advises. “They'll never know what time it arrived.” 
Even a campus security guard is laughing about the football players who have been 
dashing about trying to get their housing forms in on schedule. Ah, the college life. 

Powlus is calm, though annoyed about forgetting the deadline. He gets the same way on 
the football field when he makes a mistake. “Coach (Lou) Holtz will ask me, ‘What’s wrong?’ 
” Powlus says. “I'll say, ‘Remember seven plays ago when I threw that bad pass ....’” 

Of course, filing a little paperwork under deadline is nothing compared to having millions 
of people examine your every move every time you buckle your chinstrap. Powlus’ psyche 
definitely has acquired some armor during three years under center in South Bend. He 
makes a quick stop back at his room, somehow finds the form among the swirl of dirty 
laundry and heads down the homestretch. He parks his blue Ford Explorer in a tow-away 
zone, finally locates the right office and delivers the goods. Crisis averted. Powlus shakes his 
head. “I can’t believe I almost forgot that,” he says. 

But he did remember. And he delivered. Sure, things got a little tight at the end, but 
Powlus didn’t crack. He doesn’t mind pressure, which is a good thing, since stress can be 
found in equal quantities with air at Notre Dame. 

Especially for quarterbacks. 
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on Powlus chose Notre Dame because of the tension, and 

not just the selfimposed, wait-til-the-last-minute stuff that 

every college student faces. He wanted the stress that 

causes ulcers and turns high school superstars into scout- 
teamers. Men don’t become heroes in cocoons, and Fighting Irish 
quarterbacks don’t become great away from the spotlight. Powlus 
wanted to play the most tradition-laden position in all of college 
football and take on everything that goes with it. 

“Coming out (of high school), I wanted to be in the spotlight. I 
wanted to be part of something big,” Powlus says. “I felt good about 
pressure. I felt like I could handle it, and I feel like I've handled it 
fairly well here. 

“T enjoy it. I love it. 'm glad I'm here. I couldn't see myself in an- 
other uniform.” 

The upside is always much bigger under those circumstances. 
Those who can withstand the constant comparisons to the mythical 
performers who came before will be admitted to their circle. Those 
who can't . . . well, they join Rusty Lisch and Rick Slager on the 
scrap heap of unfulfilled potential. Not everybody can operate 
within those parameters, but Powlus can. To him, the ghosts are 
part of life, just like housing forms and mid-term exams. He doesn't 
walk around campus romanticizing about the great ones who pre- 
ceded him or pull on his jersey No. 3 hoping he can prove himself 
worthy of that storied digit. Powlus is Notre Dame's quarterback. 
He passes. He hands off. He even runs the option. He tries to win. 
Pressure? Let somebody else worry about that. 

“If you don’t want pressure . . . if you don't want people to worry 
about you every second . . . if you don’t want to win games . . . if 
you don’t want to be in the top 15. . . if you don’t want to have a 
shot at the national championship every year, don't come here,” 
Powlus says. “Otherwise, this is perfect.” 

Because he grew up in the north-central Pennsylvania town of 
Berwick and followed Penn State football as a youth, Powlus can’t 
regurgitate the parade of Notre Dame passing icons and quote the 
litany of their accomplishments. 

“Here, more than other places, you can see the tradition and 
hear about it more,” Powlus says. “I know the names Huarte and 
Lujack and Hornung, and I know a little about them, but I don't 
have the Notre Dame background and history other people might. 
I know enough to feel the pressure, but I can’t recite it.” 

Those who can know the men that preceded Powlus as Notre 
Dame quarterback comprise the most storied group to play one po- 
sition at one school in all of college football history. Dorais. 
Stuhldreher. Bertelli. Lujack. Tripucka. Hornung. Huarte. Hanratty. 
Theismann. Clements. Montana. Rice. Mirer. Four Heisman 
‘Trophy winners have played the position. Eight ND quarterbacks 
have been firstround NFL draft picks, and 16 were All-Americans. 
Their feats constitute a healthy portion of college football's ro- 
mantic past. Notre Dame quarterbacks haven't just won games and 
national championships. They've filled more storybooks than 
Aesop, Mother Goose and the Brothers Grimm combined. 

“The pressure at Notre Dame to perform is tremendous, in part 
because of who went before you,” says Joe Theismann, who played 
at ND from 1968-70. “You are assuming responsibility for a position 
that has an amazing tradition. 

“It’s like going into the Super Bowl for the first time. You can 
read all about it and people can tell you about it, but until you go 
through it, you have no idea what it’s like.” 

Notre Dame’s national media coverage contributes greatly to the 
pressure, but the school’s fans are the true culprits in the “Cult of 
the Quarterback.” It seems each can remember the thrilling ac- 
complishments of those who played the position, and they expect 
each new passer to add another amazing story. They recall Joe 
Montana and the chicken soup in the 1979 Cotton Bowl. How Paul 
Hornung played against USC in ‘56 with two broken thumbs. And 
Tom Clements’ third-down pass from his end zone to Robin Weber 
against Alabama that saved the 1973 national championship. They 
remember Gus Dorais to Knute Rockne against Army in 1913 and 
John Huarte to Jack Snow against everybody in 1964. Notre Dame 
quarterbacks are expected to do more than win. They must craft 
on-field epics that endure for generations. 

“Quarterback at Notre Dame is the number one glamour posi- 
tion in college football,” Hornung says. “And with that comes pres- 
sure. You don't realize how much until you get away from it.” 

Perhaps 10 years from now, Powlus will understand just how dif 
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ficult his time at Notre Dame was. To this point, however, he has 
had no such epiphany. And maybe that’s what has helped him 
handle the scrutiny so well. Johnny Lujack, who won the 1947 
Heisman and quarterbacked the Irish to national titles in 1946 and 
“47, says he feels “more pressure over a five-foot putt for a dollar 
today than I ever did at Notre Dame.” Perhaps life in the vortex af 
fords one an ignorance of circumstances outside it. 

“Everybody isn’t Joe Montana, and there was only one Joe 
Theismann,” Kevin McDougal, who led the Fighting Irish to 
an 11-1 record in 1993 but may never have started if Powlus hadn't 
broken his collarbone in preseason drills. “You'll fail if you go out 
and try to be someone else.” 

Anna Ivanina, whom Powlus has dated since seventh grade, finds 
herself unable to breathe during particularly tense moments of 
Notre Dame home games. It is natural, then, that Powlus’ low-key 


‘After stepping into the college game's most glamorous and demanding job, Irish 
quarterback Ron Powius knows all about pressure—even the defensive variety. 


demeanor regarding his circumstances confounds her. Were she in 
Powlus’ position, Ivanina surely would crack. Maybe we all expect 
Powlus to break down. That’s why we probe and scrutinize him so 
much. Since he hasn't yet met the extraordinary expectations that 
accompanied his arrival at Notre Dame, Powlus should be throwing 
tantrums on the field or lashing out at reporters. He isn't. And when 
he is alone with his family or Ivanina, he won't fly into a rage or dis- 
solve into tears. Losses still bring sadness and anger, but the bad 
moods don't last. There always is another game, another chance. 
Hours after Navy linebacker Fernando Harris snapped Powlus’ 
left humerus in two with a crunching sack in November, Powlus 
surveyed the situation around him in his St. Joseph’s Medical 
Center room. Ivanina, Powlus’ mother and his sister, Christine, 
were crying, while his father and brother-in-law, Joel, were stoic 
and dejected. Another unfulfilled season was over, and time was 
running out on joining that long list of heroes. But it was Powlus 
who ended the wake. “Lighten up,” he told the mourners. “These 
things happen. I'll be OK.” Though Powlus would have his dark 
moments in the next few weeks, especially after a 10-inch steel rod 
was inserted in the arm to facilitate healing, he already was 
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preparing for the next game, the next challenge. 

“His family and I wonder what goes on in his head,” Ivanina says. 
“What does the pressure do to him? He deals with it amazingly, and 
it doesn’t come out in anger or sadness. How can someone with all 
that pressure keep it inside and not burst?” 

Powlus has his priorities straight. After home games, he joins 
Ivanina and his family in their motel, instead of joining in the 
campus revelry, He did the same thing when he was the top high 
school prospect in the nation. Before he could see his friends, he 
went home and told war stories. Joe Namath, he ain't. “He's shy, yet 
personable,” Ivanina says. “He's polite and respectful. He'll talk 
with you, but he won't make best friends with you.” 

Powlus’ best friend might just be himself, and not just because of 
some Narcissus complex. “He loves his own company,” Ivanina 
says. That’s why Powlus spends hours back home, preparing for 


High expectations and the glare of the spotlight really haven't fazed Ron 
Povilus, who felt he could handle the stressful moments right from the start. 


his solo trips to Fishing Creek Township to chase trout. And he 
genuinely was excited about making a solo, nine-hour trip from 
South Bend to Berwick for spring break. People who can't handle 
the pressure don’t want to be alone with the demons. They crave 
company. They need reinforcement. Powlus doesn't. 

“This isn’t a place for everyone,” former Notre Dame tight end 
Pete Chryplewicz says. “You hear that a lot. The players who do 
come here have a little more confidence and belief or faith in them- 
selves. But you need that, because you're coming here to compete 
against the best in the nation—on opposing teams and the players 
on your own team.” 

Powlus may be handling the pressure well, but there still is the 
matter of his legacy at Notre Dame, To this point, he has been a 
disappointment. Powlus missed his freshman year with a broken 
collarbone and has looked ordinary for much of the past two sea- 
sons—much like the Irish themselves. Powlus is 14-7-1 as a starter 
and has yet to put together a season worthy of the hysteria that ac- 
companied his decision to play in South Bend. He was supposed to 
win national championships and Heismans, not lose to 
Northwestern. 

Yes, he holds Notre Dame's single-season record for touchdown 


passes (19), but many of the school’s passing heroes can't be found - 


among the leaders in any category. Hornung didn't complete 50 
percent of his passes in his ND career. Montana threw as many in- 
terceptions as touchdown passes. But they won the big games and 
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made the big plays. That's how greatness is defined at Notre Dame. 
The only numbers that count at ND are wins, losses and champi- 
onships. Powlus hasn't won enough yet. And he knows it. 

“You don’t win the conference here,” Powlus says. “You're not 
the best in the North or the East. You win a national championship, 
or it was just another year, We were 9-3 last year, and we could have 
been 10-2 or 11-1. Those would have been pretty good years. 
Quarterbacks are defined by national championships. It’s a lot of 
pressure we put on ourselves, but that’s our goal.” 


ike nearly everybody in Berwick (population 10,900), a 

blue-collar town built up during the first half of the century 

around the long-departed American Car & Foundry 

Company, Ron and Susan Powlus spent their Saturday af- 
ternoons rooting for JoePa and Penn State. Susan remembers one 
Saturday in 1982, when the family was gathered around the TV to 
watch the Nittany Lions, who were en route to winning their first 
national title. Her husband was praising Penn State’s Todd 
Blackledge, telling the family about how the quarterback excelled 
on the field and in the classroom, 

“They showed a picture of (Blackledge) on TV,” Susan says. 
“And I said, ‘Look at that boy. He’s good-looking and smart and can 
play football so well. Where do people like him come from?” 

“My husband answered, ‘From houses like ours.’ “ 

Powlus hasn't delivered a championship to Notre Dame, but he 
does score high marks in the other categories on the All-American 
Boy scorecard. He’s on schedule to graduate in 34 years with a de- 
gree in marketing. He's polite, considerate and not too impressed 
with his celebrity, Notre Dame haters who met Powlus would find it 
tough to root against him. “He's the kind of guy you'd want to take 
home to your parents,” says Irish baseball captain George 
Restovich, Powlus’ roommate and close friend, 

But those parents might not want to visit him, His dorm room is 
so strewn with clothes, books and just plain junk that he must keep 
Ivanina’s framed picture in a desk drawer for safety reasons. To 
Notre Dame fans, Powlus may be a savior-in-waiting. To somebody 
who spends an afternoon with him, he’s just a college kid, 

Powlus’ childhood was pretty standard, too. At age 11, he took 
on a paper route, rising at 5:15 each morning to deliver the news— 
but taking time to read his product first. He played just about every 
sport imaginable and was better at baseball than football until he 
began high school. Once he started at Berwick, Powlus came 
under the influence of football coach George Curry, whose 261-51-4 
record in 25 seasons at the school includes three mythical national 
championships, and football became his passion. 

Powlus, who probably would have started as a freshman had 
baseball obligations not prevented him from working that summer 
with Curry, waited patiently for his sophomore season before em- 
barking on a fabulous high school career (7,339 yards, 62 touch- 
down passes, 37-5 record as a starter) in a town where close to 
10,000 people turned out for nearly every home game. Washington 
Redskins quarterback coach Cam Cameron, who recruited Powlus 
while coaching at Michigan, marveled at Powlus’ skills but was 
more impressed with his maturity. 

“He was a senior in high school, but he carried himself like a se- 
nior in college,” Cameron says. “Here was a highly touted kid who 
didn’t push himself on you. He carried himself with confidence but 
didn’t need to tell you how good he was every minute of the day.” 

Curry gave Powlus considerable control over the Berwick of- 
fense, which featured spread formations and a vertical passing 
game resembling Florida’s. Powlus called audibles at the line when- 
ever he felt it necessary and threw 30-35 times a game. Powlus also 
was a bruising runner and the team’s best tackler. “He had a line- 
backer’s mentality,” Curry says. When Berwick won, Powlus got 
the credit. When it lost, he was blamed. Though hardly compa- 
rable to the nationwide attention directed at Notre Dame, the pres- 
sure at Berwick was a valuable primer for Powlus. 

Curry may have taught Powlus how to read defenses, but Ron 
Sr. helped him manage his emotions and develop the pragmatic 
outlook Powlus maintains today. A negative newspaper article was 
dismissed as the opinion of just one person, as was a positive one. 
The advice has helped him considerably at Notre Dame. “Ronnie 
handles the criticism better than we do,” Susan says. 

Powlus’ father also stressed the need to keep thinking while on the 
field, no matter what was happening around him. “When everybody 


else was jumping up and down, I told Ron, ‘Let them cheer; you think 
about what’s next,’” Ron Sr. says. “ ‘We'll cheer after the game.’” 

When Powlus broke his arm in South Bend against Navy, Ron 
and Susan—who were in town for the game—were able to stay be- 
hind and support him through the first few days of his recovery. It 
was something they couldn’t do when Powlus fractured his collar- 
bone his freshman season and they were home in Berwick. Powlus 
was down at first, but he understood the risks football players take. 
The following Monday, Ron told his mother: “It’s a violent sport, 
and people get hurt. I’m going to get better and play next year.” 

Powlus’ practical outlook should not be mistaken for a lack of 
fire. Powlus is such a perfectionist that Holtz doesn't ride him as re- 
lentlessly as he has his other quarterbacks. “Ron’s going to be 
more critical of himself than you are as a coach,” Holtz says. 
Powlus hates to lose at anything, a trait he gets from Susan, who 
admits they both agitate Ron Sr. with their hypercompetitiveness. 
Of course, that didn’t stop father from whipping son on the golf 
course last summer, even after Powlus had taken some lessons 
from the Notre Dame golf coach. “He couldn't wait to get home and 
beat his dad,” Ron Sr. says with a laugh. “I'll get him some day,” 
Ron Jr. says. 

With few exceptions, that drive doesn’t manifest itself overtly on 
the football field. Powlus doesn’t celebrate after every completion 
or kick the turf when he overthrows a receiver. Part of that is his 
father’s influence, although the overwhelming attention he receives 
makes outbursts impossible. 

“I can't really show emotion because, one way or another, some- 
body’s going to take it wrong and say bad things about me,” Powlus 
says. “I can’t let down and be a normal guy. You can’t just do any- 
thing you want because people are always watching you.” 


he enduring image of Notre Dame’s shocking loss to 

Northwestern in the 1995 season opener is of the Irish’s 

failed fourth-quarter, two-point conversion try that pre- 

served the Wildcats’ 17-15 victory. There’s Powlus, falling 
backward after center Dusty Ziegler stepped on his foot, throwing a 
desperation Texas-leaguer. Unless prodded, Powlus can’t (or at 
least doesn’t want to) remember anything about the game. “Some 
games, you remember plays like it was yesterday,” Powlus says. “I 
can't remember one play from the Northwestern game without 
somebody bringing it up.” 

But Powlus has vivid memories of the fourth quarter of the fol- 
lowing week's game at Purdue, when Boilermakers cornerback 
Derrick Brown returned one of his passes 54 yards for a game- 
tying touchdown, Panic swirled around the sideline and the Purdue 
fans sensed a win. If Northwestern did it... . 

Powlus stepped into the huddle after the ensuing kickoff, sur- 
veyed the concerned faces around him and made his most impor- 
tant move of the game. He cracked a joke. “I just wanted to make it 
a little tough on you guys,” he said, laughing. The safety valve had 
been opened. The next play, Randy Kinder dashed 52 yards for 
what proved to be the winning touchdown. Everybody saw Powlus 
throw the interception, but few knew how he handled the conse- 
quences. 

“Everybody was just super tense,” Powlus says. “On the side- 
lines, everybody was going nuts, and I was, too. But I didn’t want 
the rest of the team to think, ‘How's Ron? Is he handling it? Is he 
OK?’ I came into the huddle and made the joke. After Randy scored 
the touchdown, I grabbed him and said, Thank you, Randy!” 

Powlus threw four touchdown passes in that game, the same 
school record-tying number he tossed in his first start against 
Northwestern, the game that has haunted him since he began 
playing at Notre Dame. Theismann considers Powlus’ dramatic 
prime-time, national TV debut (he even handed the game ball to a 
child in a wheelchair afterward) the worst thing that could have 
happened to the quarterback. That’s the way guys are supposed 
to end their careers. Hand the child the ball. Cue music. Roll 
credits. “I think it gave him a false sense of security,” Theismann 
says. 

Powlus disagrees. He wouldn't trade the exhilaration he felt for any- 
thing. And though the performance made the rest of his freshman 
year “almost impossible,” according to Powlus, it was the exact reason 
he came to the school in the first place. “I think if Joe Theismann. 
looked at it that way, he'd probably agree with me,” Powlus says. 

So, what then of Ron Powlus, quarterback? Is he the guy who 
threw four touchdown passes against Northwestern or the player 


who, two weeks later, tossed as many interceptions against 
Michigan State? Or something in between? His supporters, and 
they are plentiful, blame the conservative Notre Dame system, with 
its absence of three- and four-receiver formations and heavy re- 
liance on the run, for Powlus’ stagnation. 

“There's no question he’s got the intangibles necessary to play 
quarterback,” Philadelphia Eagles scout Dan Shonka says. “He can get 
rid of the ball quickly, knows who to throw it to, has good touch on the 
ball and good field vision, but he's not in a pass-oriented offense. 

“Look at Joe Montana. He only completed about 52 percent of 
his passes for his career, and he was running a similar offense 
under Dan Devine.” 

Powlus’ detractors counter that he still makes careless mistakes, 
like rolling right and throwing back left. They criti his inconsis- 
tency from week to week. Sure, he played well in last year’s 38-10 
romp over Southern California, but he also was the guy who fumbled 
the snap amid confusion on fourth-and-1 that almost cost the Irish a 
game against Army the week before. It can't all be the offense. 

“(Powlus) has shown no growth as a quarterback since coming 
to Notre Dame,” Theismann says. Powlus still forces passes into 
coverage, a trait he describes as “trying to do too much” but one 
that others consider emblematic of poor decision-making skills. 

There is some merit to the argument that Holtz’s offense in- 
hibits Powlus’ true talents. “We probably didn’t mix it up as 
much as we could have last year,” Powlus says. “We'd run first 
down, run second down and throw on third down, if we had to. 
We did it so much that people were knowing when we were 
going to throw.” Though Holtz counters that his teams have 
been extremely productive (32.7 points per game, 377.5 yards 
per game) during his 10 years at Notre Dame, he acknowledges 
that a more wide-open offense would make better use of Powlus’ 
natural abilities. “I'd like to throw it 34 or 35 times a game this 
year,” Holtz says. No one knows what Holtz’s February procla- 
mations will mean come November, but Powlus will take what he 
can get. 

“It makes me happy to hear we're going to throw the football 
more, but my number one goal, by far, is to win,” says Powlus, who 
never has griped about not throwing enough. “I don’t care if we 
throw it 10 times a game every game if we go undefeated. That's 
fine with me.” 

Powlus’ NFL future doesn’t appear to hinge on whether he 
throws for 3,000 yards this season. That’s a good thing, considering 
the unstable condition of Notre Dame's receiving corps, which re- 
turns just one player, flanker Emmett Mosley, who caught more 
than 10 passes last year, Like Mirer, who averaged 22 attempts a 
game and completed 51.3 percent of his throws as a senior, Powlus 
will be judged on his potential to operate a pro offense, not on an in- 
ability to thrive in a college system. And if things go really bad, 
Powlus could always stay for a fifth year, something Theismann rec- 
ommends but Powlus has expressed little interest in. 

He'll have more trouble with the pro scouts when it comes to his 
durability. “That's ridiculous,” says ND trainer Jim Russ, who has 
overseen Powlus’ two rehabilitations. “No matter how big or strong 
a guy is, if you put him in the same situations (as Powlus), he'll 
have two broken bones, too.” 

Holtz believes his quarterback will succeed in the NFL, though 
he wishes Powlus were a little taller than 6-2’, But Holtz isn’t 
talking about opening things up to help Ron Powlus. “I'm not inter- 
ested in making Ron happy,” he says. “I’m interested in making 
Notre Dame successful.” 

Holtz’s bottom line is Powlus’, too. When he chose to attend Notre 
Dame, Powlus came to win a national championship, period. He may 
not have been prepared completely for the intensity of the attention, 
but he has yet to regret his decision. Quarterbacking at Notre Dame 
may well be the toughest job in college football, and Powlus may 
never master the position the way his celebrated predecessors did. 
There was only one Bertelli, one Theismann, one Montana. And 
there is only one Ron Powlus. That's good enough for him. 

“You don’t have to read about the legacy when you're here,” 
Powlus says. “You know it. It’s stuff people talk to you about, and 
you find out things. You know you're in a line of quarterbacks that 
has been great, and it’s fun to be here. I'm excited about it. 

“I don’t think, ‘Oh, man, I've got to live up to what they did.’ I 
play my own game. I want to win a national championship here. I 
want to do good things here.” ° 

Michael Bradley is a free-lance writer based in Philadelphia. 
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The Game You Can Trust 


From America’s Sports 


Authority 


How To Play 


k a team of 20 starters 
using a $30,000,000 salary cap 


ROSTER 


‘+ Starting team consists of 20 players: 


3 Kickers 6 Running Backs 6 Wide Receivers 
S3Quarterbacks 2 Tight Ends 


+ Starting team’s salary cannot exceed the $30,000,000 
salary cap. 

+ Taxi squad consists of any 10 players. 

* Salary cap and position istribution rules do not apply 
for the taxi squad. 

+ Unlisted players may be placed on your taxi squad. Their 
salary will bo $750,000. They will be assigned a position 
by CDM attor Week 1 and may be placed on your 
starting team for Week 2. 


We'll place your entry ina 
league and a division 


LEAGUE FORMATION 


+ Leagues and divisions are formed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

* 25 teams form a league. 10 leagues form a division. 

+ Allteams compete for the overall grand prize. 

+ Teams may have many of the same players, but no two 
teams with the same roster willbe in the same league. 


REPORTS 


‘+ Receive a five-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You 
automatically receive bi-weekly reports with your entry fee. 
(First reports mailed September 11th) 

+ Updated league rosters and top 5 in your division & top 5 
overall sent every 6 weeks. 

+ Fax service available. Call for details 


Reports also available 
via the Internet 


Play our On-Line Football Challenge 


See us at 
hittp://)www.cdmnet.com/fsi/football 
ENTRY DEADLINES 


+ Entries must be phoned or faxed by Sat., Aug. 31, 1996. 
+ Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than Aug. 31, 
1996 and received no later than Thursday, Sept. 5, 1996. 


Football team owners shared 


$515,652 


in Cash Prizes Last Year! 


3 WAYS TO EARN CASH PRIZES 


+ League (1 in 5 earn cash) 
* Division (1 in 10 eam more cash) 
+ Overall (Top 25 earn lots of cash) 


1 in 25 will earn 
at least $600 Cash 


Division || League 
Place Prizes || Prizes 
{250 teams) || 25 teams) 
ist’ || $25,000 | $1,000 | $00 
2nd $10,000 $500 $300 
od ‘$5,000 $250 $100 
4th $2,500 $100 $75 
Sth $1,000 $75 $50 
6th to 10th $500 ‘$50 
‘1th to 15th $250 $30 
16th to 25th $100 $25 


Plus $100 will be awarded to 
the overall leader each week* 
*beginning with week 2 


More Cash Prize Winners 
Than Any Other 
National Challenge 


COST TO PLAY 

$79.00 for an entry postmarked by July 20, 1996 
{$89.00 for an entry postmarked by August 10, 1996. 
$99.00 for an entry postmarked after August 10, 1996. 
$79.00 for each additional entry. 

$10.00 for reports to be mailed to a second address. 
$10.00 per address per team for reports to be mailed 
weekly rather than bi-woekly. 


TRANSACTION FEES 


+ To make player transactions, a toll-free 800 number 
and an account number willbe provided. 
The transaction fees are as follows: 
‘Any Player move before Sept. 1 (unlimited) .$1 each 


Bye Player Moved In or Out (uniimited).......$1 each 
Taxi Squad Switch (unlimited) sve $3 each 
New Piayer Purchase (limit 8) -....n0ninn-$10 €aCh 


TSN Free Agent Acquisition (limit 3)......No Charge 
Player transactions must be made by Saturday 9 PM 
Central Time in order to be effective for the upcoming, 
‘Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CST the day 
preceding any other game (changes for Thursday games 
must be made by 9 PM Wednesday night) 


$25,000 


CASH 
GRAND 


PRIZE 


Enter by July 20th 
For Only 


$79 


|+ Each team will be ranked within its league, division and, 
overall by eight statistical categories: 


Total Scoring Total Recelving Yards 
Kicker Scoring Receiving Yards Average 
Total Rushing Yards Total Passing Yards 
Rushing Yards Average Passing Yards Average 


The following formula is used to calculate total scoring: 
(Rushing TDs x 6)+(Passing TDs x 3)+(Receiving TDs x 
3)+(Field Goals x 3)+xtra Points+(Other TDs x 6). 

+ The average categories are calculated using your team total 
‘completions, carries and receptions. 

+ Rankings will be determined by using the Rotisserie® style 
ranking system. Each team is ranked in league, division and 
overall. 

‘+ Stats are accumulated weekly forall 20 starting players. 
The stat week begins with games played on Thursday and 
‘ends with games played on Monday. 

* All pro football statistics accumulated by the players on the 
starting team, regardless of what position they play during 
the season, contribute to a toam’s statistics totals. Special 
team yardage does not count 

‘= Taxi squad players’ stats don't contribute to team’s stat totals 

‘Previous stats by a player before he was on your roster do 
not count 

+ Aplayer’s statistics are added to your team's statistics totals 
‘only during the weeks that he is in your starting team. 

‘= Pre-season and play-off statistics do not contribute to your 
team's statistics totals, 

* Division points are calculated by ranking your team's statistics 
totals versus every other team’s stals in your division's 10 
leagues. 

Overall points are calculated by ranking your team's statistics 
totals versus all other entries’ in The Sporting News™ 
Fantasy Football Challenge. 


Sports commissioners are 
waiting to answer your 
questions and enter your team. 
Call 1-800-568-6288 


The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge welcomes 
entries from around the world. All fees, however, must be 
paid with U.S. funds. For Canadian, Mexican and overseas 
entries, please add $10 to cover additional mailing costs. If 
needed, our tll number is 1-314-991-1511 

Player transactions can be made with live 
commissioners 9 AM - 9 PM Tuesday through Saturday. 
No transactions will be accepted on Sunday or Monday. 
You must be 18 years or older to participate. 

No employees of CDM, Inc., The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, or their families are eligible to play. 

CDM, Inc. is a licensee of The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, and is solely responsible for enacting, 
administering, enforcing the rules, and maintaining the 
integrity of The Challenge. 

DM, Inc. reserves the right to revise any rules to improve 
The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge. 

Void where prohibited by law. 

Further explanation of all rules will be contained in your 
Welcome Package. 

©Copyright 1983, CDM, Inc. 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 
Player Salaries 


Kickers Quarterbacks (cont) Running Backs (cont) Tight Ends Wide Receivers Wide Receivers 

1 Plawee 1M Satay 12 Plavar TM Salary) 10 Player ™ — | 10 Player TM Salary 10 Player TM Salary| Player 1M Salar, 
1 BONIOL, CHRIS DAL 2070 |124 HARBAUGH, JIM IND 1590 237 KIRBY, TERRY NA 740 401 DILGER, KEN IND 1810. 501 RICE, JERRY SF 2400 | 558 TOMER, AMAN) NYG 800 
2 ELAM, JASON DEN 2050 |125 KRIEG, DAVE ARZ 1830 238 BROOKS, REGGIE NA 720 402 COATES, BEN NE 1680 802 IRVIN, MICHAEL DAL 1930 | 659 VAN DYKE, ALEX NYS 800 
3) REVEIZ, FUAD MIN 2040 |126 MIRER, RICK SEA 1510/239 SMITH, ROBERT NA 720 403 SHARPE, SHANNON DEN 1670)503 THIGPEN, YANCEY PIT 1640 | S60 STILL, BRYAN SD 600 
44 ANDERSEN, MORTON ATL 1900 127 BONO, STEVE KC 1500/240 STEWART, JAMEST JAC. 720 404 GREEN, ERIC MIA 1650 504 MOORE, HERMAN — DET 1760 561 MILLS, ERNIE PIT. 790 
5 JOHNSON, HORM PIT 1970 128 KRAMER, ERIK CHI T410/241 POTTS, ROOSEVELT IND. 700 405 MITCHELL, JOHNNY NA 1450 S05 ELLARD, HENRY. WAS1780 | 562 JETT, JAMES RAL 750 
6 HANSON, JASON DET 1960 /129 DILFER, TRENT TB 1350 242 MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS 700 406 HARRIS, JACKIE TB 1260 506 GALLOWAY, JOEY SEA 1740563 ISMAIL, ADRY MIN. 750 
T CARNEY, JOHN SD 1940 |130 SHULER, HEATH WAS 1300 243 GREEN, ROBERT CHI 660 407 MCGEE, TONY NA. 1230. 507 BROWN, Tt AI 1710 S64 BAILEY, AARON = IND. 730 


8 CHRISTIE, STEVE BUF 1880 |131 MILLER, CHRIS NA 1160 244 HARMON, RONNIE NA 660 408 JONES, BRENT SF_ 1190 508 MILLER, ANTHONY DEN 1710 $65 BARNETT, FRED MIA. 730 
5 STOYANOVICH, PETE MIA 1860 132 CUNNINGHAM, R, NA 1120 245 SMITH, LAMAR, SEA 660 409 MITCHELL PETE JAC 1180 509 SANDERS, CHRIS HOU 1700 565 BROOKS, BILL. © NA 720 
1 MURRAY, EDDIE NA 1840 133 RICHARDSON, BUCKY KC 780 246 THOMAS, RODNEY HOU 600 410 JACKSON, KEITH NA. 1140 S10 FRYAR, IRVING PHI 1600 567 HESTER, JESSIE STL. 710 
11 JACKE, CHRIS GB 1780 134 HEBERT, BOBBY NA 750/247 ANDERS, KIMBLE NA 590 411 WALLS, WESLEY CAR 1050 511 BRUCE, ISAAC STL 1450 568 TIMPSON, MICHAEL CHI 700 
42 PELFREY, DOUG NA. 1760 195 CHANDLER, CHRIS HOU 750 248 BROUSSARD, STEVE SEA $80 412 CHMURA, MARK GB 940 512 SCOTT. DARNAY CIN 1400 569 JEFFIRES, HAYWOOD NA 690, 
13 DELGRECO, AL ‘HOU 1720 136 MCNAIR, STEVE HOU 740 249 TILLMAN, LEWIS NA 580 413 NOVACEK, JAY OAL 620.513 SANDERS, FRANK ARZ 1380 570 HAWKINS, COURTNEY TB 680, 


14 STOVER, MATT BAL 1700 137 EVANS, VINCE RAL 720/250 MOORE, ROW NY S70 414 DUDLEY, RICKEY RAL G00 S14 RISON, ANDRE BAL 1340 S71 ISMAIL, RAGHIB. NA 680 
45 BUTLER, KEVIN CHI 1700 136 FRIESZ, JOHN SEA 720 251 HEARST, GARRISON NA 540 415 BATTAGLIA, MARCO CIN 600 515 HARPER, ALVIN TB 1330 572 INGRAM, MARK «NA 670, 
16 BRIEN, OOUG NO. 1690 /139 PEETE, RODNEY PHI 710/252 MURRELL, ADRIAN NYS 540 (416 DUNN, JASON PHI 600 516 PICKENS, CARL CIN 1310573 DAWSON, LAKE KC 660) 
17 KASAY, JOHN CAR 1610 /140 RYPIEN, MARK FA 600/259 BENNETT, EDGAR GB S40 417 CONWELL, ERNE STL 600 517 GRAHAM, JEFF YJ 1900 574 JEFFERSON, SHAWN NE 660 
18 DAVIS, GREG ‘ARZ 1580 |141 STEWART, KORDELL PIT 600/254 HAYDEN, AARON SD 480 /418 CROSS, HOWARD NYG 570 518 REED, ANDRE BUF 1180 | 575 STOKES, J SF 650 
19 JAEGER, JEFF RAL 1570 |142 WALSH, STEVE STL_ 600/255 GRAHAM, SCOTTIE NA 480 419 BAVARO, MARK NA 480 S19 MARTIN, TONY «SD. 1170576 RUSSELL, DERRICK HOU 630 


20 BAKR, MATT NE 1550 |256 BIEWEMY, ERIC CIN STL 460 520 DAVIS, WILLIE HOU 170577 MARTIN, KELVIN NA 620 
21 HOLLIS, MIKE AAG 1480 |257 LOGAN, MARC WAS 460 421 BROWN, DEREK2 JAC 450, §21 REED, JAKE MIN 1110 578 WRIGHT, ALEXANDER STL 610 
22 LOWERY, NICK = NY 470) punning Backs 258 MCWAIR, TODD NA 480. 4z2 WEST, ED PHL 380 522 BRISBY, VINCENT NA 1100 S79. MCDUFFIE, 0.J. MIA 590, 
23 HUSTED, MICHAEL TB 1380 |59 RUSSELL, LEONARD SD 450 423 COOPER, ADRIAN SF 370 523 MOORE, ROB ARZ 1100 580 PROEHL, RICKY SEA 500, 
24 ELLIOTT, LIN WA 1250 |! Plaver TM Salary '260 CRAVER, AARON DEN 440 424 CASH, KEITH KC 360 524 EMANUEL, BERT ATL 1090 581 BIRDEN, JJ ATL 590 
25 BIASUCCI,DEAN NA 1220 | 201 SANDERS, BARRY DET 3860 |261 FLETCHER, TERRELL SD 430 425 CASH, KERRY RAI 350) S25 BLADES, GRIAN SEA 1000582 GIVINS, ERNEST NA 580 


26 LOHMILLER, CHIP STL 1080 | 202 SMITH, EMMITT. DAL 3530 262 MEGGETT, DAVID. NE 420 426 JOHNSON, LONNIE BUF 340 526 MATHIS, TERANCE ATL 1080 583 JOHNSON, CHARLES PIT 580 
27 PETERSON, TODD SEA 1020 |203 MARTIN, CURTIS NE 2690 263 WILLIAMS, SHERMAN DAL 400 427 ASHER, JAMIE WAS. 320.527 PERRIMAN, BRETT DET 1050 584 CHREBET, WAYNE NYJ 580 
28 BLANCHARD, CARY IND 940.204 WARREN, CHRIS SEA 2630265 BAILEY, JOHNNY MA 390 426 HAYES, JONATHAN PIT. 310.528 CARTER, CHRIS MIN 1050 585 VANOVER, TAMARICK KC. 570 
29 ZENDEJAS, TORY NA 910 | 205 DAVIS, TERRELL DEN 2590 |265 BERNSTINE, ROD NA. 390 429 PIERCE, AARON NYG 300 529 CARRIEN, MARKJ NA 1050 S06 SMALL, TORRANCE NO 570 
30 TREADWELL, DAVID. NA 960 | 206 WATTERS, RICKY PHI 1780 |267 SPIKES, IRVING MIA. 380 430 SMITH, IRV NO 300 530 EARLY, QUINN BUF 1010 587 COPELAND, RUSSELL NA 560, 
31 ANDERSON, GARY PH 850 207 HEYWARD, CRAIG ATL 1430 |268 WHITE, LORENZO BAL 380 431 GLOVER, ANDREW NA 300 531 MOULDS, ERIC BUF 1000 588 HOWARD, DESMOND NA 560 
432 DALUISO, BRAD NYG 720 | 208 FAULK, MARSHALL IND 1340 |269 MILBURN, GLYN DEN S70 432 FAURIA, CHRISTIAN SEA 290 532 HARRISON, MARVIN. IND 1000 $89 HILL, RANDAL = MIA. 560 


33 WILKINS, JEFF «SF 710.209 MEANS, NATRONE JAC 1930 |270 LEE, AMP ‘WIN 350 433 SLOAN, DAVID. DET 280/533 STILL, BRYAN SD. 1000590 SEAY, MARK PHI 550 
210 BETTIS, JEROME PIT 1820 |271 CENTERS, LARRY —ARZ 3240 434 HORTON, ETHAN NA 280 534 GLENN, TERRY NE 1000. 591 MCCARDELL, KEENAN JAC. 530, 

Qlstterbecks 211 BROWN, GARY NA. 1300 |272 ANDERSON, JAMAL ATL 390 435 METZELAARS, PETE NA 270 535 JOHNSON, KEYSHAWN NYJ 1000 592 BEEBE, DON ce 500 

212 MORRIS, BYRON PIT. 1240 (273 MOORE, DERRICK NA 310 436 BRADY, KYLE NYJ 260 596 KENNISON, EDDIE STL 1000 583 DAWSEY, LAWRENCE TB 490 

les ea ‘TM Salary.) 243 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 1230 274 BYARS, KEITH MIA. 310 437 WALKER, DERRICK KC 260/537 JACKSON, MICHAEL BAL 970 594 HOBBS, OARYL = RAL 470 
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Fantasy Sports 


Randy Moss seems ready 
to soar for Florida State 

after a tough, bumpy ride 
as a prep star, Irish reject 


veryone who saw Randy Moss compete in high 
school sports has a favorite memory. 

Like the state championship track meet when he was 
a sophomore, in which Moss won the 100 and 200 
meters despite competing in the sport for the first 
time. 

Like the district championship baseball game when he was a ju- 
nior, in which Moss outran a ball hit over his head and made an 
eye-popping catch in center field. 

Like the Christmas tournament basketball game when he was a 
senior, in which he dunked the ball over three defenders in the 
closing seconds to win the game. 

Like any of the hundreds of receptions, tackles and interceptions 
he made in three years of playing football for Dupont High in Belle, 
W.Va., where he was a Parade magazine All-American and one of 
the nation’s top five recruits in 1995. 

But to those who have never seen him play—and even to many 
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of those who have—there is but one occurrence that stays chalked 
against his name. It is what many college football fans will think of 
first this year when they see Moss playing for Florida State. 

It is “The Fight.” 


n March 24, 1995, Randy Moss and a Dupont High class- 

mate, both black, beat and kicked a white classmate, who 

allegedly made a racial slur against Moss’ friend. The 

fight in a school hallway sent the white student to an in- 
tensive-care unit. It meant a 30-day jail sentence and expulsion from 
school for Moss. And it changed his future. 

Before the fight, Moss had been a Notre Dame recruit, signed to 
play at the school where he dreamed of playing since he was 12. 
After the fight, Notre Dame officials announced Moss’ application 
had been improperly filled out and refused him admission. 

It was a devastating blow to Moss and further fuel for a contro- 
versy that galvanized sports fans in West Virginia, where Moss is the 


g 


only athlete to be named the state’s best football player (as a senior) 
and best basketball player (junior and senior years). 

Yet it was Notre Dame's decision that now puts Moss on the 
cusp of his first season of college football—at Florida State. 

When Moss was denied admission, Fighting Irish coach Lou 
Holtz called an old coaching buddy, Florida State’s Bobby Bowden, 
and recommended that Bowden give Moss a scholarship. 

After much deliberation by athletic and administration officials— 
and dismay from critics—Florida State did accept Moss. But ath- 
letic director Dave Hart tried to reduce the pressure on all parties 
by requiring that Moss be redshirted his first year. 

That year on the sidelines is now behind Moss, and the spotlight 
is about to shine brightly again. 

On the field, Moss will be one of four heavily used receivers in the 
Seminoles’ high-voltage offense. He is penciled in as the starting punt 
and kick returner. FSU coaches try mightily—with little success—to 
downplay the impact Moss may have on a team expected to contend 
for the national title. 

“You hate to say anything because he hasn't proved it on the 
field yet,” Bowden says. “But (in practices) he sticks out like a sore 
thumb. Whoever is playing against him better hang on to their hat.” 

But the question this fall, maybe for several falls, is whether Moss 
can outrun his past. If he plays spectacularly, he will face more ques- 
tions about The Fight. If he fails, he will be remembered for The Fight. 
Itis an uncomfortable prospect for a man-child of 19. 

“T got a lot of attention (last season) even though I wasn’t 
playing,” Moss says. “Maybe it’s going to build up, maybe it’s going 
to stay the same. I'm looking forward to the season, but not the at- 
tention. It’s a distraction.” 

Whatever the distractions, Moss will get the opportunity that 
The Fight delayed. And the only certainty to some is that Moss de- 
serves the chance to put the negativity behind him. 

“I would hope you get to go through life making more than just 
one mistake,” Bowden says. “I'm glad someone forgave me for 
some of the things I've done. I hope someone would give one of my 
sons a second chance. 

“You hope Randy can be allowed to start his life again.” 


elle, W.Va., is a small town about 15 miles south of 

Charleston, the state's largest city. That part of Kanawha 

County is a rural tableau of rolling hills and tapped-out coal 

mines, The population is blue-collar. The people take sports 
seriously: Jerry West came from Kanawha County. But folks in 
Kanawha, like maybe folks in a lot of places, still are struggling with 
race relations, 

Dupont High in Belle has 670 students, but fewer than 40 are 
black. There hallway known as “Redneck Alley,” where white 
boys lounge against lockers and make derogatory comments about 
passing blacks. Black students occasionally receive phone calls at 
home in which anonymous callers make racial slurs. Black students 
claim their teachers are disinterested in them. 

it’s a bad place,” Moss says. “No kid should have to go to 
school and hear racial slurs. No one should have to come to school 
with fear in their heart. Nobody ever really bothered me. But it 
happened to my frien 

One of those friends, a black youth whose name hasn't been pub- 
lished because he was a juvenile at the time, was sitting ina Dupont 
class on March 24, 1995. Sitting next to him was a white student, 
Ernest Roy Johnson. 

Details and interpretations of what happened next vary. Some 
say Johnson was a habitue of Redneck Alley who carved or wrote a 
message with the N-word onto his desktop and showed it to the 
black youth next to him. Others say Johnson was not a markedly 
prejudiced white kid and that he merely showed his classmate a 
message that already was there. 

Either way, the black youth challenged Johnson to a fight after 
school. And he asked Moss, who at 6-4, 200 pounds was five inches 
taller and 40 pounds heavier than either of the two planned combat- 
ants, to accompany him and “watch his back.” 

“No one wants to see his friend get beat up,” Moss says. “I'm just 
atrash talker. But I'll throw fists if I have to.” 

As it turned out, the black youth pummeled Johnson, knocking 


Randy Moss is eager to start living his dream as a big-time college receiver after 
year on the sidelines. Moss wanted to play for Notre Dame but saw those 
vanish in the controversy that ensued after a much-publicized school fight. 


him to the ground and kicking him. By most accounts, Moss 
stepped in to pull away his friend—but then delivered two parting 
kicks of his own because “that racial stuff aggravates me.” 

Johnson wound up in the hospital with a torn spleen. Moss 
wound up in the eye of a storm that seemed to engage every news- 
paper and TV station in West Virginia, plus half the population. 

“It was a huge controversy because of who he was,” Charleston 
Daily Mail sports columnist Chuck Landon says. “If he had been 
Randy ‘Jones,’ there would have been no to-do. But because he was 
the best athlete in the state, maybe the best ever from West 
Virginia, it became a cause celebre.” 

Moss was expelled from Dupont and had to attend Cabell 
Alternative School to receive his degree. No charges were brought 
against his black friend because he was a juvenile. But Moss—only 
three weeks past his 18th birthday—was charged with “malicious 
wounding,” a felony. 

“Tm not excusing Randy. What he did was wrong,” says Timothy 
DiPiero, Moss’ attorney. “But if it had happened three weeks ear- 
lier, it may have never been known (to the public).” 

DiPiero had met Moss for the first time only three days before 
the fight at a gathering of Notre Dame boosters—DiPiero is a Notre 
Dame graduate—in Charleston. After Moss was charged, DiPiero’s 
name was recommended to Moss’ mother, Maxine. 

DiPiero quickly got the felony reduced to a misdemeanor charge 
of battery. But he could win very little on the sentencing: a rather 
shocking 30 days in jail. It was the sentence recommended to pros- 
ecutors by Johnson, the boy who was beaten up. 

“Thirty days for a first conviction on battery is rare,” DiPiero 
says. “But I was told, ‘Take it or leave it.’ The prosecutors did not 
want to catch any grief from the victim.” 
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By the time of the sentencing, August 2, 1995, Moss had been ac- 
cepted by Florida State, and he was expected to report within a week. 
‘The judge allowed Moss to serve three days and go to Tallahassee. He 
served the remainder of the sentence over the summer (see Editor’s 
Note, page 41). 


andy Moss is a gifted, natural athlete. He starred in his 
single seasons of high school track and baseball, which 
he took up mainly as diversions. He dominated West 
Virginia high school basketball and may follow the ex- 
ample of Charlie Ward by playing basketball and football at 
Florida State. He can drive a golf ball 250 yards. He loves to swim 
and is an accomplished diver. About the only sport he can’t play 
is tennis. “My girlfriend and I tried to play a few times last 
summer, and I kept hitting the ball over the fence,” he says. 

Obviously, he also can play a little football. He helped Dupont to 
state championships as a sophomore and junior and was disconso- 
late as a senior when his team lost, 10-7, in the finals. 

Moss caught only 39 passes in his senior year but made them 
count for 808 yards and 14 touchdowns. He ran back three kicks 
for touchdowns, each return 75 yards or longer. He added 73 
tackles as a defensive back. 

Dozens of schools recruited him. But having been a Notre Dame 
fan since the 1989 Fiesta Bowl, when Notre Dame beat West 
Virginia—That was the first game I can remember watching all the 
way through”—Moss was Irish-inclined. “I'd always told my friends 
if Notre Dame wants me, no other college will get me,” he says. 

Notre Dame coaches were ecstatic. Tall receivers who run 4.3 40s, 
have a vertical leap of 39 inches and possess great hands always are 
in short supply. When they signed him in February 1995, Notre 
Dame coaches penciled him into the lineup for September. 

“There is no question Randy would have played for us last year; we 
thought he was an awesome talent,” Notre Dame offensive coordi- 
nator Dave Roberts says. “(Coaches) were sick when he couldn't 
come to Notre Dame.” 

The decision to release Moss from his letter-ofintent was made by 
Notre Dame administrators in May. Officially, they said Moss had 
turned in his application too late and hadn't properly completed the 14- 
page form that requires the student to write an essay about why he 
wants to attend Notre Dame. 

Moss admits the application, due about the time he was expelled 
from Dupont, was late. “But only by about a month,” he says. 
Though Moss is a good student—he had a 3.0 grade-point average 
in high school and attained the NCAA-required score on his college 
admission test on the first try—he concedes he isn’t a great writer. 
He said he wrote the essay, described by some as “horrid,” by him- 
self and “didn’t check the grammar or punctuation.” 

But many, including Moss, believe the application denial was just 
asmoke screen. 

In 1993, the book Under the Tarnished Dome criticized Holtz and 
the Fighting Irish for hypocrisies in admissions and treatment of 
student/athletes. In view of that book and subsequent reports of 
off-field problems involving Irish players, Notre Dame officials ap- 
parently have become gun-shy about bad publicity—the kind that 
might have accompanied the acceptance of Moss. 

“No one is more protective of its image of bringing in quality stu- 
dent/athletes than Notre Dame,” says a source close to the school, 
who didn’t want to be named. “Obviously, the fight made a differ- 
ence. (Administration officials) thought Moss was a rotten kid.” 

After Notre Dame's decision, other schools renewed their pur- 
suit of Moss. But Holtz’s recommendation to Bowden quickly was 
embraced by Maxine Moss, Randy's mother, who, according to 
DiPiero, liked Bowden's Christian background and the fact Holtz 
had told her that Bowden would look after Randy. 

“My mom had some kind of brainstorm,” Randy says. “She told 
me about (Florida State) and I just wanted to check it out.” 

Florida State recruiting coordinator Ronnie Cottrell and offen- 
sive coordinator Mark Richt investigated Moss’ personality in talks 
with DiPiero, Dupont coaches and Maxine Moss before offering a 
scholarship. A university admissions committee deliberated for 
more than two weeks before approving the application. 

Even with those deliberations, Florida State faced criticism. 

The school was only one year removed from the scandal in which 
several members of the 1993 national championship team report- 
edly received free apparel from a local sporting goods store. That 
controversy was followed by one in which the athletic director, Bob 
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Goin, resigned after being accused of receiving a free roof on his 
home from contractors renovating Florida State's Doak Campbell 
Stadium. Later, three players incurred criminal charges over sepa- 
rate incidents involving women. 

So Florida State's acceptance of Moss wasn't widely applauded. 
One radio talk-show host labeled Bowden the “Jerry Tarkanian of 
college football.” 

Hart, who became Florida State athletic director six months be- 
fore Moss was admitted, squelched much of that reaction with his 
decision to have Moss sit out his first season. Hart said he made an 
agreement with Moss not to talk about his decision publicly, and he 


Randy Moss, a former West Virginia high school sensation, appears to be 
the real deal. Florida State's Bobby Bowden, for one, can't wait to find out. 


answers most questions about the redshirting with the declaration, 
“| deemed it to be in everyone's best interests.” 

Clearly, the redshirting reduced the pressure on Moss in his 
first year away from home. Just as clearly, it reduced some of the 
pressure on the Seminoles’ image. 


‘na 1995 season in which FSU uncharacteristically lost two games, 

Moss’ redshirting might not have been in the best interests 

of the football program. From the outset, Moss dazzled teammates 

during practices. In midseason, quarterback Danny Kanell went 
to Bowden and sought to have the redshirt decision overturned. 

“You can't blame DK,” Seminoles cornerback James Colzie says. 
“How can a quarterback not love a guy who's going to catch the 
ball every time? We call (Moss) Jerry Rice; he’s that good.” 

Though Moss’ physical gifts were immediately evident, his work 
ethic wasn't. Receivers coach Jeff Bowden said Moss struggled with his 
practice but-can'tplay status. 

“He talked back, he came late to practices, he walked out of meet- 
ings early,” Jeff Bowden says. “You don't expect him to handle the dis- 
appointment like an adult, and he didn’t.” 

But starting with the Orange Bowl, when Moss traveled with the 
team to its game against—ironically—Notre Dame, Moss’ attitude 
began to improve. In the winter conditioning drills, he became one of 
the hardest workers and added 12 pounds of muscle to his slender 
frame. He was attentive and disciplined in spring practice. 

“He realized it was his turn,” Jeff Bowden says. “If he wanted to 
play, he has to do things to be ready. The thing I've liked is kids 
that gifted often feel they don’t have to listen or learn, But Randy 
has done the things off the field he needs to succeed on the field. 
He has really been a surprise (with his attitude).” 


Moss will start the season as a backup to Andre Cooper, a senior 
who in "95 set a Florida State season record with 15 touchdown 
catches. But in the Seminoles’ rotating offense, Moss will get 
plenty of playing time. 

Already, Moss has begun crafting a legend. In Orange Bowl 
drills, he returned punts against the first-team defense. Tackled 
after a 10-yard return on his first attempt, Moss turned to Jeff 
Bowden and said, “Coach, I'm taking this one all the way.” Sure 
enough, Moss fielded a high spiral, ran left, cut right, found a seam 
and dashed 60 yards for a touchdown. 

“That tells you he doesn't lack for confidence,” Jeff Bowden says. 


ike another notable Seminole, Deion Sanders, 
‘onfidence occ nally borders on cockiness. A 
self-described “beast” and trash talker on the field, 

Moss is a boisterous personality. He likes to joke and 

boast and is “definitely a class clown,” Colzie says, “He's one of the 
funniest people I've ever met 
Such behavior concerns Florida State coaches, who worry what 
success might breed. Yet adults who have dealt with Moss said there 
is a quieter and more seri ide. 
Joe Snodgrass is principal of Cabell Alternative School, which 
Moss attended for two months after being expelled from Dupont. 
is a longtime educator and was principal of Dupont 


should not be judged by the fight. 
“Randy made a mistake, pure and simple,” Snodgra 
Randy is not a bad kid. (Before the fight) Randy was never a problem 
in school, he was never sent from a classroom for discpline problems, 
“Randy is an intelligent young man who knows what he wants from life. 
And, hopefully, he has learned a lesson that will stop him from that five 
second decision down the road that might cost him a lifetime of trouble.” 
Moss, a doting father of a 2year-old daughter who lives with her 
mother in the Charleston area, has gotten help in that effort to grow 
from DiPiero, “He's turned my whole life around,” Mo 


ys. “But 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


As this magazine went to press in mid-May, Randy Moss’ status for the 
1996 season was unclear. While he was serving the rest of his jail sentence 
stemming from his role in the beating of the Dupont High student, Moss failed 
a drug test. His work-release privilege was revoked, and a hearing was set to 
determine what, if any, additional charges Moss would face because of the 
failed iu test Florida State officials were waiting for the eae system to run, 
its course before making a decision on Moss’ future at the school. 


college athletes in the Charleston area. One of those men helped 
Moss with his speaking and vocabulary. Another helped him with 
his posture and body language. All of them have shared their expe- 
riences of being prominent black athletes. 

“They were able to talk to him in ways I couldn't,” DiPiero says. 
“They could talk about how to handle racial slurs, how to communi- 
cate in public. And Randy's been very receptive. 

Two months after the fight, Moss addressed a full house at the 
Victory Awards Banquet in Charleston, at which he accepted 
awards for being the state's best football and basketball player, In a 
firm, unhesitant speech, Moss apologized for the fight, said he was 
clearly wrong and announced, “I am ready to accept the conse- 
for my behavio 


dorsements from sports columnists throughout the state—in- 
cluding a few who previously had criticized Moss. 

“T think Randy is sincere in hi 
wants to prove to 
above what happened.” 

He will have that opportunity on the football field this fall. He 
knows that The Fight will be his calling card for several years to 
come. But he knows the only way to combat it 
be the person and athlete he believes he 

“Pm nota thug. I'm a guy who made a mistake,” Mos 
t playing ball, people can call me whatever they want. 

Once I start playing, I'll be living my dream.” ° 
Gerald Ensley is a reporter and columnist for the Tallahassee 


says, “Once I 


DiPiero, who is white, introduced Moss to several black former (Fla.) Democrat. 
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By MICHAEL BRADLEY 


he executive director of the Carquest Bowl can think 
of many reasons the Bowl Alliance’s first year wasn’t 
quite the smashing success everyone envisioned. 
In fact, Brian Flajole has more than 40,000 reasons. 
Although NCAA Division LA muckamucks reveled 
in the good fortune of landing the nation’s two top teams in the 
1996 Fiesta Bowl, Flajole was left with table scraps. The Carques 
matchup between North Carolina and Arkansas was better suited 
for the basketball court than the football field and attracted only 
34,428 fans to 74,916-seat Joe Robbie Stadium in Miami. By game's 
end, Flajole was wondering if future Carquests would need to add a 
weekend festival or postgame rock concert to survive. Coming 
soon: Bowlapalooza. 
College football's latest attempt to determine a champion without 
a dreaded playoff system might actually be the first step toward 
killing the bowls the sport was trying to preserve. Instead of cre- 
ating excitement for every postseason game, the top-heavy Alliance 
sucked all of the season’s drama into the Fie: vortex, Yes, each 
week of the regular season brought us a little closer to the coveted 
No. L-vs-No. 2 colossus in Tempe, Ariz., but it also relegated the 17 
bowl games played December 25-January 1 to junior-varsity status. 
In the past, every bow! was part of a holiday brotherhood, even 
though the New Year's Day games clearly had a special bond, The 
Alliance has split that fraternity into two distinct postseason 
's—Tier One and everybody else—and thereby made it quite 


clear that some bowls are more equal than others, 

“There is a sense that interest in many of the bowls is waning,” 
i id, “The one-vs.-two game has had a ripple effect that a lot 
didn’t expect. 

“We're all feeling the big-game mentality of the fan. The other 
games don't matter as much. In a sense, conference commissioners 
and A.D,s are trying to get the best of both worlds: They're trying 
to get as much money out of the system as they can and keep the 
stem intact. That may not be possible.” 

Things figure to get worse. Once the current three-year Alliance 
contract expires after the 1997 season, I-A executives will throw 
open the bidding for the title game to every city with a warm cli- 
mate or a domed stadium. By the time conferences are done col- 
lecting all the chamber-of-commerce freebies (hotel rooms, meals, 
stadium use) and TV bucks, Art Modell may threaten to move his 
Baltimore team to the SEC. Those unfortunate enough to be ex- 
cluded from the next Tier One grouping will face an even tougher 
financial climate and a further erosion of interest. 

‘The Alliance already has done away with those three weeks in 
November when grown men wearing cartoon-colored blazers and per- 
petual tans haunted press boxes and hospitality suites, trying to lure 
the most attractive teams to their bowls. Thanks to predetermined 
matchups involving specific conference finishers, the time-honored— 
and somewhat sleazy—suspense of which school would choose wh 
jacket was eradicated from the college football landscape. Unlll 
lege basketball, which generates tremendous anticipation for its 64 
team tourney during the regular season and actually can support half: 
hour and hourlong shows announcing the pairings, the Alliance di- 
rected a season's worth of enthusiasm toward the Fiesta Bowl and 
turned everything else into a football version of the NIT. 

The results were empty seats, hit-or-miss TV ratings, vanishing 
sponsors and some awful mate! CBS may have promised give- 
backs to advertisers when the Fiesta Bowl didn’t reach the magic 
Nielsen rating figure (24), but nobody mentioned compensation for 
the rest of us, who struggled to stay alert during a week of mean- 
ingless football. 
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New Year's Day, formerly one of man’s greatest leisure-time in- 
ventions, was reduced to a second-rate collection of gridiron pap. 
Admit it—the beer didn't taste as good, the kids didn’t leave you 
alone as long and the games largely were devoid of suspense. That 
Syracuse-Clemson mismatch in the Gator Bowl was over well before 
anyone could discern which orange-clad team was which. Instead of 
the day building to a great football crescendo, six pointless contests 
fizzled for 13 hours. If Northwestern hadn't lifted the Rose Bowl to 
its best rating in 10 years, January 1 might have been a complete 
tt. And the folks in Pasadena had better not count on using a sur- 
prise season by Purdue or Minnesota to support next ye: 
Cinderella doesn’t beat Michigan and Penn State every year. 

Even Notre Dam ‘lose to a guaranteed network meal ticket 
as in sports, couldn't save the day. The Irish's Orange Bow! 
matchup with Florida State pulled only a 12.5 share—down 58 per- 
cent from the Orange’s 1995 number—despite being the only game 
televised in prime time. Florida State, which had made previous 
bowl tickets available only to its largest athletic donors, had to throw 
sales open to the hoi polloi and still couldn't sell out its allotment. 

In New Orleans, the Sugar Bowl attracted even less attention 
than its pulpy counterpart, Even though the Superdome contest on 
New Year's Eve was well-attended, Virginia Tech’s 28-10 whipping 
of Texas drew only a 6.3 rating, down 60 percent from the previous 
year. It’s easy to see why the Orange Bowl and CBS are trying to 
escape their scheduled December 30 trap this year, 

Of course, the network people can explain everything. The poor 
Orange numbers were caused by an engorged Rose Bowl, which 
45 minutes late. After the Rose ended, the Orange got a 14 


Len DeLuca. The Sugar Bowl 
nd the pairing of two 
an YOU eX: 
is that figure skating is a 
id the need for 
6 million in 1994 for the 


rating, according to CBS executive 
hurt by its D r 

Southern tear 
pect from guy: ing to convince 
sport and not a Las revue? One 
tions. After the networks 
st rights ABC and CBS com: 
bined to spend § aalox on the 
rocks was the drink of choice at alphabet headquarters during the 
week of January 2. 

At least the Sugar and Orange bowls will get their chance at 
prime time during the next two seasons. Consider the fate of the 
Cotton Bowl, which last year lost its corporate sponsor, Mobil, after 
it became clear the game wouldn't be included in the Alliance's first 
tier. Only 58,214 (10,000 less than capacity) paid—even fewer 
showed up—to watch a Colorado-Oregon game noteworthy only for 
the Ducks’ hideous uniforms and the decision by Buffaloes coach 
Rick Neuheisel to call a fourth-quarter fake punt with his team up 
by four touchdowns. Granted, the Southwest Conference's slow 
death had been hurting the Cotton Bowl for years, but the Alliance 
has emasculated the once-proud contest. If a Fortune 500 marketing 
executive doesn’t deliver some funds pretty soon, the 60-year-old 
game, once a mainstay of New Year’s Day, could find itself on the 
postseason bread line, thanks to a steady diet of games pairing 
Pacific-10 and Big 12 runners-up. How does Washington-Kansas 
State strike you for next season? Or maybe Arizona-Baylor? They're 
a long way from the Notre Dame-Texas showdowns of the 1970s. 

‘The Cotton Bowl isn’t the only victim of the sponsorship migra- 
tion. The Sun Bowl lost its benefactor, John Hancock, before its 
1995 game. Also, Weiser Lock ended its four-year relationship with 
the Copper Bowl after Texas Tech’s 55-41 lashing of Air Force in 
December. Then there is the semiannual benefactor do-si-do, The 
Carquest Bowl once was the Blockbuster Bowl, the Plymouth 
Holiday used to be sponsored by Sea World, USF&G was the 
former Sugar daddy and the Fiesta Bowl shifted from computer 
(IBM) to snack (T tos) as its sponsor for the ’96 contest. 
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as 1-against-2 matchup re: 


's should be hawking annual reports, not programs 
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Whatever they sell, bowl organizers can save on printing co 


Cotton bowls in the wide-open spaces department were the Gat 
Bowl, which attracted only 45,202 to a 70,000-plus seat stadium, an¢ 
the Copper Bowl, which fell 16,000 fans short of filling Arizona 
Stadium. Other bowls played in front of thousands of empty seats 
included the Liberty, Holiday and Aloha. 

Two factors contributed to the smaller crowds and should have 
even greater impacts this year: slotting and conference champi- 
onship games. 

Slotting, a practice by which conferences guarantee their teams 
will have postseason dates (and paychecks) and bowls get to 
choose the most attractive participants from leagues, has drained 
much of the mystery out of the entire bowl process. Everybody 
knows the Carquest will pit the fourth choice from the ACC against 
the fifth from SEC qualifiers (six or more victories). The Aloha fea- 
tures the Big fifth finisher against the Pac-10's fourth. And s 
on, Only the Liberty, Independence and newly formed Haka mnfl> 
have at-large spots available. In many cases, slotting crea 
matchups that generated little national TV appeal and not enough 
regional interest to make the locals buy tickets. 

More trouble looms. With the Big 12 and WAC joining the SEC 
this year by introducing conference playoff games, fans from six 
schools will have to decide whether to attend league title games 
and/or bowls. Last season, only 4,000 Arkansas fans traveled to 


ts, 
thanks to dwindling attendance figures. Joining the Carque: ag 


c if 
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Bowl arrangement t. onthe 
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k of an unholy alliance 


es the luster from other games 


the Carquest, which was held just four weeks after the 
were crushed by Florida in the SEC championship 
game il ta. The Hogs could have played in the Peach Bowl, but 


Arkansas Athletic Director Frank Broyles didn’t want to return to 
the Georgia Dome so soon after the 34-3 loss to Florida. Remind 
Peach Bowl executive director Robert Dale Morgan to send Broyles 
a basket of fruit. When Arkansas passed on Atlanta, Morgan’s game 
was able to select Georgia and fill the Dome with tens of thousands 
of Bulldog zealots, If the Big Ten and Big East ever expand enough 
to play intramural title games, even more bowls would be hurt. 

‘As the Carquest and its small-time brethren peer into the Tier 
One clubhouse, they cling to a sliver of hope for future member- 
ship. Each game, no matter how small, will get a chance to pitch for 
one of the coveted top spots in the next Alliance. Maybe one of the 
ess-glamorous bowls will be lucky enough to land a spot in the 
championship-game rotation. That's what they're telling their 
sors and communities. The chill of ugly matchups and empty 
s could be replaced by the glow of nationwide attention sur- 


\founding the one-versus-two dream game, 


It could happen. Really. If it doesn’t, that rock-concert idea 
doesn’t sound so bad. Either way, perhaps we should all be a little 
wary of what we wish for in the future. Yes, we've come up with a 
method to determine a national champion; no, we didn’t want that 
to occur at the expense of the bowls. 


icked up everything. rs 
/Michael Bradiey is a free-lance writer based in Philadelphia, 


a ee those college football muckamucks might have gone and 
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Huge Juan Roque, perhaps football ’s next Anthony Munoz, eclipses 
Arizona State rivals with his fierce play along the offensive line 


By BOB EGER 


rom the beginning, size has had an impact on Juan 
Roque’s life. 
If he hadn't been an unusually large baby—12 
pounds—his family might never have left its native 
Mexico for the United States. 

If he hadn't been a chubby youngster, he might not have re- 
ceived the taunts that motivated him to make something out of him- 
self. 

And if he hadn’t kept growing and growing, he surely wouldn't 
have developed into one of the premier offensive tackles in college 
football. 

Roque, a 6-8, 320-pound senior, will man the critical left tackle po- 
sition for Arizona State this season and is a major reason the Sun 
Devils are poised to contend for their first Pac-10 title since 1986. 
Roque is ASU’s most celebrated offensive lineman since Randall 
McDaniel, a consensus All-American in 1987 and a first-round NFL 
draft choice. Roque follows on the heels of two highly visible Pac-10 
offensive tackles of recent vintage: USC’s Tony Boselli in 1994 and 
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UCLA's Jonathan Ogden aon. 

Is Roque (pronounced Row-KAY) in the same class as Boselli 
and Ogden, both top-five NFL draft picks? 

“Absolutely,” Arizona State coach Bruce Snyder said. “Our 
memory of Boselli and Ogden is as seniors, Juan hasn't had the op- 
portunity to be a senior yet, but I think he’s going to have a won- 
derful year. He’s definitely in that same category.” 

For his part, Roque said there is a difference between him and 
those former All-Americans: “They're great players, but I think I 
play meaner than they do.” 

Roque’s family hails from Aguascalientes, a town of about 
440,000 in central Mexico. “My mom came to the United States to 
have me,” Roque said. “She was really big from her pregnancy and 
she didn’t want to give birth in Mexico out of fear that something 
could go wrong. She was referred to San Diego State, and that's 
where I was born, at University Hospital in San Diego.” 

Shortly after Juan’s birth, the family returned to Mexico, where it 
remained until he was 4. The Roques later moved briefly to the San 
Diego area before settling permanently in Ontario, east of Los 
Angeles. 

All the while the family was moving, Juan was growing. As a 6 


year-old first grader, Roque was 5-4 and 105 
pounds—and taller than his 5-1 teacher. By 
the time he was 12, Roque was 5-7 and 
weighed 165 pounds. 

“I was a fat kid,” he said. “From about 
the age of 9 to 13, I was really chunky. The 
other kids used to make fun of me. Then, 
when I was about 15, I just started growing 
and growing and growing.” 

As a high school freshman, Roque was 
6-2 and 190; as a sophomore, he was 6-6, 
195. “I went from being chunky to being 
real thin,” he said. “That’s why I like 
weighing 320 now—I got a complex (then) 
about being skinny.” 

By his senior season, Roque was 6-8, 
235, and had become a hot property with 
college recruiters. He visited Nebraska 
and was pursued by most Pac-10 school 

Midway through the recruiting proc 
Snyder left California—Roque’s early fa- 
vorite—for Arizona State. 

“Iwas going to go to Cal because I really 
liked Coach Snyder,” Roque said. “Then 
the news came out that he was gone. I 
turned around and told USC, ‘OK, I'm 
going to go with you.” 

“I was set. I canceled a trip to 
Washington. I bought a USC sweatshirt and 
a USC hat. I considered myself a Trojan.” 

A few days later, as Roque was standing 
in line at Ontario High waiting to register 
for his final semester, he felt a tap on his 
shoulder. It was Sun Devils defensive line 
coach Rod Marinelli, who had made the 
move with Snyder from Cal. Marinelli was 
accompanied by Ronnie Cox, then ASU's 
recruiting coordinator. 

“They asked me if I'd like to visit ASU,” 
Roque said. “I was thinking, ‘The desert? 
No way. How could anybody survive out 
there?’” 

But Roque’s high school coach, Steve 
Johnston, suggested he take the trip. “He 
felt I would grow up faster if 1 went away to 
school,” Roque said. 

Roque said he was stunned when he 
flew into Phoenix and visited the Arizona 
State campus in nearby Tempe. “I had no 
idea what Phoenix looked like,” he said. “I 
had taken a trip to Nebraska. what I 
had envisioned—something like Nebraska 
but surrounded by cactus. 

“I remember getting off the plane and 
saying, ‘This is beautiful.’ It was a calm set- 
ting, and that really appealed to me. USC, 
like they say, is in the middle of a war zone. 
Berkeley is kind of weird, kind of strange. 
This place seemed to have it all.” 

Roque committed to ASU during his 
visit. He said then-USC coach Larry Smith 
did not take the news well. 

“Larry Smith gave me a doom predic- 
tion,” Roque said. “He told me I wouldn't 
last six months here, that I was a mama’s 
boy, that I was spoiled. He said, ‘You're 
going to be crying for your mommy within 
six months,’” 

While Roque was recruited as a defen- 
sive lineman, Dan Cozzetto, ASU's offen- 
sive coordinator and offensive line coach, 
had his eye on Roque from the opening 
day of preseason drills in 1992. Roque said 


OFFENSE 


Pos. Name Ht. Wk. Cl. School 
WR Marcus Harris _——-6-2/214 Sr. Wyoming 
WR _ Ike Hilliard 5-11/182 Jr. Florida 
TE Kris Mangum 6-4/240 Sr. Mississippi 
T __ Juan Roque _ 6-8/320 Sr. Arizona State 
_T __ Orlando Pace 6-6/320 Jr. Ohio State 
-G__ Chris Naeole 6-4/295 Sr. Colorado 
~G Dan Neil —_ 6-2/285 Sr. Texas 
C KC. Jones 6-2/261 Sr. Miami 
QB | nm Manning —«6-5/215 Jr. Tennessee | 
RB Warrick Dunn 5-11/185 Sr. Florida State 
RB GeorgeJones  —-_‘5-9/210 Sr. San Diego State _ 
K Rafael Garcia §-11/195 Sr. Virginia 


he remembers Cozzetto looking across the 
line of scrimmage and flashing his Uncle 
Sam smile: Sooner or later, we're going to 
get you. “The way he was smiling at me, I 
knew it was just a matter of time before 
they moved me to offense,” Roque said. 
“Sure enough, they made the move about 
two weeks later.” 

The move to offense invited compar- 
isons to another former offensive lineman 
from Ontario—Anthony Munoz, the 
former USC star and All-Pro tackle consid- 
ered by many to be the best Hispanic foot- 
ball player ever. 

“T really didn’t know who he was until I 
went to high school and got my number, 
78, which was his number,” Roque said. 
“Then I started to pay attention to him, 
mainly because of his Spanish surname 
and the fact that he was from Ontario,” 

As a redshirt freshman in 1993, Roque 
saw spot duty on the offensive line. He 
started eight games at left guard and two 
at right tackle as a sophomore before 
moving permanently to left tackle as a ju- 
nior after the graduation of Jeff Kysar, a 
fifth-round pick of the Raiders 

“He was exposed to the battlefield quite 
early at several spots,” Cozzetto said. “It 
was good to finally lock him into a posi- 
tion where he can develop his last two 
years.” 

Roque, an all-conference selection last 
season, admits to experiencing some 
growing pains as he attempted to master 
blocking techniques. 

“Tt was frustrating at times,” he said. “I 
would see Jeff Kysar blocking beautifully 
and T would ‘hy can’t I do that? I'm 
just as athleti he is, I'm stronger than 
is. I'm faster than he is.’ I had to learn 
can’t be comparing myself to any- 
body else. I have to worry about how Juan 
is doing.” 

Snyder and Cozzetto agree that Roque’s 
attitude and work ethic overshadow his im- 
pressive physical attributes. 

“Juan takes tremendor 
thing he does, whether 
or hi 


pride in every- 
's his appearance 
schoolwork or his work out on the 


field,” Cozzetto said. 

A source of considerable pride for Roque 
is his ability to protect quarterback Jake 
Plummer, the triggerman in what promises 
to be a high-powered ASU offense. 

“We can't let Jake get hit,” Roque said. 
“He controls the ball, he controls the of- 
fense, he controls the game. If our main gun 
isn’t working, we're not going to function. 

“T'm the blind-side protector. I take a lot 
of pride in that. I tell Jake before every 
game, ‘You're not going to get hit from my 
side. Not on my watch. It won't happen.’” 

For 10 games last season, it didn’t 
happen. Roque didn't allow a sack until All- 
American Tedy Bruschi of Arizona beat 
him for 1! sacks in the final game. 

For all the improvement Roque has 
made on the field, he also has made giant 
strides in the classroom. Though he ad- 
mits he “goofed around a little” early in his 
college career, he graduated in May with a 
degree in Latin American history. He will 
play this fall as a graduate student. 

“I'm proud of my roots,” he said. “I've 
traveled some in Mexico, visiting the 
Mayan settings and some of the other his- 
toric sites. I think if more Hispanics had 
an opportunity to do something like that, 
they would have more pride in who they 
are.” 

Roque speaks frequently at inner-city 
schools, where he urges youngsters, par- 
ticularly minorities, to stay in school and 
work to fulfill their dreams. 

“T tell them I'm the classic example that 
it can be done,” he said. “When I was 
young, people were always telling me I 
wouldn't go to college, 1 wouldn't play 
sports. You just have to find it inside your- 
self to get it done. 

“Tf just one kid listens and takes it to 
heart, then it’s all worthwhile. You can’t 
save them all—that’s a reality. But if you 
reach just one, he might reach somebody 
else. Eventually the numbers get bigger 
and bigger.” 

Just like Juan Roque. ° 

Bob Eger covers Arizona State for the 
Arizona Republic in Phoenix. 
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With Cornell Brown 
hammering away, 
Hokies nail down 
status as a program 
clearly on the rise 


By SKIP WOOD 


iven the choice between a 
luxury home and one of those 
handyman specials, high school 
All-America Cornell Brown hap- 
pily reached for his hammer. 

Now, four years later, Virginia Tech en- 
ters the season shooting for its fourth con- 
secutive bowl appearance after a nifty 
Independence-to-Gator-to-Sugar progres- 
sion, If Brown were a high school senior 
today, though, he'd find such accomplish- 
ments most unappealing and probably 
would take his pass-rushing talents else- 
where. As it was, the school that hadn’t 
been to a bowl in six years and had fin- 
ished 2-8-1 the previous season struck 
Brown as his dream house. 

“What I wanted to do was something in 
the image of Chris Slade and Terry Kirby,” 
Brown said of the former University of 
Virginia standouts who opted to play colle- 
giately in their home state instead of 
bolting for national powers. “They helped 
build that program, and that’s what I 
wanted to be a part of here at Virginia 
Tech.” 

Virginia Tech—27-9 since Brown ar- 
rived from Lynchburg (Va.) E.C. Glass 
High—might not be the House That 
Brown Built, but the senior defensive end 
has done much to send its property value 
soaring. 

Hokies coach Frank Beamer has his 
own way of appraising Brown’s contribu- 
tions. While traveling from Blacksburg, 
Va., to Richmond last winter, Beamer 
searched for—and found—the perfect 
words to describe No. 58, En route to a 
banquet where Brown would accept the 
Dudley Award as the state’s top college 
football player, Beamer knew he would be 


Cornell Brown tries to close another deal for 
Virginia Tech, which is 27-9 since his arrival. 


asked to crystallize Brown’s impact on the 
Hokies’ program. 

Beamer wanted something new and re- 
freshing. And when it popped into his 
head, he wondered why he hadn't thought 
of it before: Deal closer. 

“Cornell can be the difference between 
second-and-4 and second-and-14,” Beamer 
said. “He’s the guy who lets us close the deal.” 

Beamer had plenty of opportunities to 
convey his message in the next couple of 
months. It seemed like everywhere he 
turned, Brown was accepting this award or 
that award, and there also was the matter 
of that weeklong run of pre-Sugar Bow! 
press briefings in New Orleans. 

Brown finished last season with 14 sacks 
(he has 28 in three years) and 25 tackles 
behind the line of scrimmage. This, despite 
a steady diet of doubleteam sandwiches that 
enabled teammates such as tackle J.C. Price 
to draw a bead on quarterbacks. 

When the season ended, many won- 
dered if Brown's career as a Hokie had 
ended, as well. After all, he was a con- 
sensus All-American and the Big East 
Conference's Player of the Year. 

And, of course, there was the Sugar 
Bowl. Except for a national title, what would 
be left for Brown to accomplish as a senior? 

Brown watched older brother Ruben, a 
former star at the University of Pittsburgh, 
enjoy a superb rookie season as an offen- 
sive lineman for the Buffalo Bills—and 
that’s one of the main reasons Cornell 
stayed put. His family, Cornell included, al- 
ready was able to benefit from Ruben’s 
NFL paychecks. So, much to the relief of 
many Hokies coaches, players and fans, 
Cornell Brown decided to stick around. 

“I was going to support Cornell on what- 
ever he did,” Ruben said. “I'm real proud 
of him—he’s a young man who's got his 
head on straight.” 

Brown enters the 1996 season won- 
dering if he has done all he can to secure a 
good standing in the NFL draft. Because of 
his size (6-2, 246 pounds), Brown believes 
his pro future lies at linebacker and fears 
teams will be wary of using a high pick on 
someone who never has played the posi- 
tion. Also, Brown plays his end position 
from a down stance. 

“Nobody has seen me play ‘up,’ and 
that’s a big question everybody has,” he 
said. “I don’t know that for a fact, because 
T'm obviously not on the inside, but from 
what I've seen—and I'm someone who fol- 
lows the game very closely—I just know 
that’s going to be a liability for me.” 

Maybe. Maybe not. “It’s totally prema- 
ture to worry about where a junior is going 
to go in the draft, and he needs to under- 
stand that,” said draft expert Mel Kiper Jr., 
alluding to the concern that Brown ex- 
pressed after the 1995 season. “Hey, some 
(NFL) teams use players differently than 
other teams. And he still has his senior 
season—that's the thing.” 

Unbridled passion seems to fuel 
Brown’s game. When it kicks in, and 
meshes with his unusual quickness, Brown 


Pos. Name _ Ht Wt. cl. School 

E Cornell Brown 6-2/240 Sr. Virginia Tech 

T Darrell Russell 6-4/320, sd. Southern California 
E Mike Vrabel_ 6-4/260 _Sr. Ohio State 

OLB Terrell Farley 6-1/205 Sr. Nebraska 

ILB Matt Russell 6-2/245 Sr. Colorado 

ILB Anthony Simmons 6-1/205 Soph. Clemson 

OLB Keith Mitchell 6-3/223 Sr. TexasA&M 
cB Kenny Wheaton _—_—5-9/191 Jr. Oregon 

CB Chris Canty 5-10/190 Jr. Kansas State 

FS Mitchell Freedman 6-0/192 Soph. Arizona State 

SS___ Kevin Jackson 6-1/200 Sr. Alabama 

P Brad Maynard 6-1/175 


KR Derrick Mason 


goes from good to great in a hurry. 

“There was just nothing we could do to 
stop him,” West Virginia coach Don Nehlen 
said last season after watching Brown and 
the Hokies stifle the Mountaineers, 27-0. “I 
don’t know how many plays he was in on, 
but it seemed like every one.” 

Brown was in on very few plays through 
three quarters of Virginia Tech’s 1995 visit 
to Virginia. The Hokies trailed, 29-14, and 
appeared cooked. But if you listened 
closely, you could hear a strange sound in- 
vade Scott Stadium. It was Cornell, slowed 
by the flu, kicking in. Brown's two fourth- 
quarter sacks and five tackles helped se- 
cure a stunning 36-29 victory. 

Several times during the rally, Brown 
punctuated tackles with spontaneous out- 
bursts of dancing emotion. That’s what he 
does, even during practice, but the celebra- 
tions always seem to wind down just as the 
official reaches for his flag. 

Bruce Smith used to do the same thing, 
although Tech’s 1984 Outland Trophy 
winner had more of an in-your-face celebra- 
tory step. Brown easily is the most noted 
Hokie since Smith, although he hates the 
comparisons. “How can you compare your- 
self to somebody like him, a superstar in the 
NFL?” Brown said. “To me, he’s Mr. Smith.” 

Brown, seeking similar respect, says he 
will be focused in '96 as he chases his NFL 
dream. He has hinted that his days of 
switching padlocks on lockers, hiding hel- 
mets, swapping sweats and generally 
looking for laughs will be kept to a min- 
imum this season. 

The way Brown sees it, it’s time to come of 
age. Heightened media coverage began to 
harden him a year ago, as did legal troubles 
for a couple of his best friends on the team. (A 
former student contends in a federal civil law- 
suit that she was raped in the fall of 1994 by 
Tech players Tony Morrison and James 
Crawford in a dorm room while Brown 


Sr. Ball State 
§-11/190 Sr. Michigan State 


watched. But following a state police investiga- 
tion, a grand jury in April declined to bring 
criminal charges against the players.) Brown's 
joy for the game still will be present, he says, 
but with a narrowed, on-field purpose. 

“I'm older,” Brown said. “I'm beginning 
to realize there's going to be a lot of young 
guys looking up to me, just like I used to 
look up to guys like (linebacker) Ken 
Brown and (receiver) Antonio Freeman, 

“I remember looking at them and 
thinking, ‘Dag, those guys run this team,’ 
and I looked up to that. Now it’s my turn,” 

Not that he won't return to a few of his 
old tricks. He remembers his freshman 
season, when teammates would lock his al- 
ways-unlocked locker, knowing he hadn't 
bothered to remember the combination. 
He'd be late for practice, but even while run- 
ning punishment laps he'd be glowing with 
the knowledge that gags meant acceptance. 

“When you're a year out of high school, you 
need that,” Brown said. “There’s still going to 
be a few times when I do what it takes to make 
the freshmen feel ‘comfortable.” 

As for Brown's own comfort zone, it 
likely will take a while for that to develop 
this season. Brown is the lone returning 
starter on the Hokies’ defensive line, and 
he knows he'll be a weekly target of oppo- 
nents’ stop-the-stud sweepstakes. 

“I know it'll be a challenge,” he said, 
“but it’s a challenge I'm already waiting for. 
The key for us will be putting guys (on the 
defensive line) who play well, not guys who 
are just kind of there. And I think we're 
going to do that and get right back up to 
the top and to the Sugar Bowl again.” 

That would mean playing for the na- 
tional championship. In this season's Bowl 
Alliance pairings, the Sugar gets the first 
two picks. 

“Exactly,” Brown said. oa 

Skip Wood covers Virginia Tech football 
‘for the Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch. 
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QUARTERBACKS 

4, Peyton Manning 62/215 Jr. Tennessee 

2, Danny Wuerfiel —6-2/209 Sr. Florida 

3. Koy Detmer 64/185 St Colorado 

4, Jake Plummer -6-2190 Sr. Arizona State 
5, James Brown 60/186 J. Texas 

6, Thad Busby 6-220 Jr, Florida State 
7, Marcus Crandell  6-0/204 Sr, East Carolina 
8, Ron Powlus 62/202 Jt, Notre Dame 
9, Branndon Stewart 6-3/210 J, Texas A&M 

10, Brad Otton 66/235 SS, Califomia 


11, Wally Richardson 6-4/222 Sr, Penn Slate 
12, Steye Sarkisian 6-2/210 Sr. Brigham Young 
48, Daunte Culpepper 6-4/280 Soph. Central Florida 
14, Pat Bames 64/210 St Calforia 

15. Ryan Clement 6-2/200 Jr. Miami 

16.Matt Sherman 6-4/207 J, lowa 


17, Cory Sauter 65/214 Jr Minnesota 

18, Jim Druckenmiller 6-5/2 Sr. Virginia Tech 

49, Charlie Batch 62/210 Sr. Eastem Michigan 

20, Chuck Clements 6-3/200 Sr. Houston 

ALL-PURPOSE QUARTERBACKS 

41, Donovan McNabb 6-1/208 Soph, Syracuse 

2. Zebbie Lethridge 6-019 Jt, Texas Tech 

3. Tony Graziani 69/200 Sr, Oregon 

4, Dameyune Craig 6-1/185 Jr. Auburn 

5. Scott Frost 69/215 Jr Nebraska 

6, Beau Morgan SA1/87 St. Air Force 

7. Ramon Flanigan 6-2/175 Sr. SMU 

8. Nealon Greene 5-11/190 Jr. Clemson 

9, Donald Sellers -6-1/180 Sr. New Mexico 

410. Ryan Huzjak 62/193 St, Toledo 
RUNNING BACKS 

4, Warrick Dunn 59/178 Sr Florida State 

2, George Jones 591210 Sr, San Diego Stale 

3, Troy Davis. 5-8/190 Jr lowa State 

4. Ahman Green 6-0/210 Soph. Nebraska 

5, Jerod Douglas «5-9/173 Jt. Baylor 

6, Kevin Faulk 510/192 Soph, LSU 

7, Byron Hanspard 6-0/190. Jt, Texas Tech 

8, Damell Autry 5-11/209 Jr. Northwestem 

9, Tiki Barber 51095 Sr Virginia 

10. Jay Graham 6-0/206 Sr Tennessee 


11. Raymond Priester 6-1/220 Jr. Clemson 
42. Leon Johnson 61/210 Sr. North Carolina 
18. Robert Edwards 6-2/208 Jt. Georgia 


44, Sedrick Shaw 64/195 Sr lowa 
45, Cutis Enis 61/231 Soph, Penn State 

16, Rashaan Shehee 511/200 Jr. Washington 

17. Wasean Tait 58/75 St Toledo 

18 Madre Hill 64/193 Jr Arkansas 

49, Shon Mitchell 510185 Sr Texas 

20. Billy West 510/205 Jr Pit 

21, Danyell Ferguson 6-0/200 Sr, Miami 

22. C.J, Williams 6-1/202 Jt. Georgia Tech 


23, Tremayne Stephens 5-11/187 Jr. N.C. State 
24. Charies Talley 6-0/229 Sr. —_Northem Ilinois 
25, Alex Smith 6-0/205 Jt Indiana 


FULLBACKS 


4, Ricky Willams 60/225 Soph, Texas 

2, Maro Edwards «6-0/287 Sr. Notre Dame 
8, Rob Konrad 6-9/290 Soph, Syracuse 
4. Emory Smith 6-0/235 Sr Clemson 

5. C.FuamatuMalalala 6-1/272 Soph. Utah 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
1. Marcus Hanis 62/244 Sr, Wyoming 
2. Ike Hillard 5-11/182 Jt. Florida 
3, Mike Adams 6-187 St Texas 
4, Andre Cooper -«6-2/194 Sr. Florida State 
5, WillBlackwell 6-0/180 Jr, San Diego State 
6, Rae Carruth 5-11/190 St. Colorado 
7, Randy Moss: 64/210 Fr Florida State 
8, Joey Kent 61/84 Sr Tennessee 
9. Keith Poole 62/185 Sr Arizona State 
10. Kevin Lockett -«6-1/180 Sr, Kansas State 
41, NallBenjamin -5-11/185 Sr. California 
42, David Saunders 6-2/205 Soph, West Virginia 
13. Reidel Anthony 511/176 ur. Florida 
14, Dedric Ward 5-9/179 St Northern lowa 
45. Antwuan Wyatt 5-11/190 Sr. Clemson 
16.Kobie Jenkins 6-8/202 Sr.__Aloom State 
17. DWayne Bates 6-2/208 Jr. Northwestern 
48, Ryan Thelwell 6-2/180 J, --Minnesota 
19.Chad Mackey «6-2/190 Sr.__Lovisiana Tech E == 
20, Brian Roberson 5-10/170 St. Fresno State TEXAS TECH QB ZEBBIE LETHRIDGE 
TIGHT ENDS 
4. Kris Mangum 65/240 St. Mississippi 
2. Chad Lewis 66/235 Sr BYU 
3. Stephen Alexander 6-4/225 Jr. Oklahoma 
4, PatFitzgerald 62/225 Sr. Texas 
5. dosh Wilcox 63/251 Sr, Oregon 
8. Tony Gonzalez 6-6/235 Jr. Califia 
7. David LaFleur 6-7/279 Sr. LSU 
8. Ed Perry 65/240 Sr James Madison 
9. Kelth Olsommer 64/248 Sr. Penn State 
10, Matt Lepsis. 65/265 Sr Colorado 
OFFENSIVE TACKLES 
1. Orlando Pace 6-6/820 Jr. Ohio State 
2. Juan Roque 6-8/920 Sr Arizona Slate 
3. Eric Anderson 6-4/300 Jr Nebraska 
4, Tarik Glenn 66/945 Sr Calfomia 
5. David Davis 64/908 Sr Baylor 
6. Jey Wunsch 66/815. Sr. Wisconsin 
7. Mike Doughty «6-8/313 Sr. Notre Dame 
8, FlozellAdams 6-7/835 Jr._—_Michigan State 
9. Tim Kohn 65/307 Sr. lowa State Se eee ese 
10, Curtis McGee «6-5/285 Sr, Georgia Tech z 5 
WASHINGTON RB RASHAAN SHEHEE 
GUARDS 
4. Chris Naeole 6-4/295 Sr Colorado 
2. Dan Neil 62/285 Sr. Texas 
3, Chris Dishman 6-4/310 Sr. Nebraska 
4, Donnie Young 6-429. Sr, Florida 
5. Calvin Colins 6-3/290 St. Texas A&M 
6. LeShun Daniels 6-2/285 St, Ohio State 
7. Brad Badger 6-4/280 Sr. Stanford 
8, Benji Olson 6-4/900 Soph. Washington 
9. Mark Nori 6-4/294 Sr, Boston College 
10, Jamie Vanderveldt 6-5/305 Sr. Wisconsin 
CENTERS 
4. KC, Jones 62261 Sr Miami 
2, Aaron Taylor 6-1/905 Jr, Nebraska 
3. Rod Payne 6-4/285. Sr. Michigan 
4. Jeff Mitchell 6-4/285 Sr. Florida 
5. Ryan Tucker 66/290 S, TCU 
6. Bill Conaty 63/906 Sr. Virginia Teoh 
7. Juan Porter 6-4/290 Sr. Ohio State 
8, Don Stuebing 6-2/905 Sr. Central Arkansas 
9, Brandon Tumer 69/283. Sr. New Mexico 
410. John Causey 62/262 Sr Alabama 
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FLORIDA WR IKE HILLIARD 


DEFENSIVE ENDS CORNERBACKS 
1. Comell Brown 6-2/240 Sr. Virginia Tech 1. Chris Canty 5-10/190 dr. Kansas State 
2. Mike Vrabel 6-4/260 Sr. Ohio State 2. Kenny Wheaton 59/191 Jr. Oregon 
3. Brandon Mitchell 6-4/275 Sr Texas A&M 3. Bryant Westbrook © 6-0/195 Sr. Texas 
4, Leonard Little 63230 Jc Tennessee 4, doe Gordon 59/180 Sr Kansas State 
5, Grant Wistom  6-5/250 J Nebraska 5. Ricky Parker 6-1/205 Sr. San Diego State 
6. Greg Elis 68/260 Jt North Carolina 6, Anthone Lott 59/192 Sr. Florida 
7. Jared Tomich 62260 Sr, Nebraska 7. Ronde Barber 5-1080 J. Virginia 
8. Greg Jones 64/240 Sr. Colorado 8. Deshea Townsend 5-10170 Jr. Alabama 
9, Darrell Blackbum  6-4/224 Sr. Alabama 9. Shawn Springs G-0/185 Jt Ohio State 
40, Tarek Saleh 63238 Sr. Wisconsin 10. Brian Miller 5-91186 Sr, Penn State 
11. Reinard Wilson 6-2/245 Sr. Florida State 11. Charles Woodson 61/192 Soph. Michigan 
12. Kenard Lang 64251 Jr Miami 42, Daylon McCutcheon 5-11/175 Soph. USC 
48, Matt Finkes 62260 Sr Ohio State 18, Kevin Abrams 58/158 Sr Syracuse 
14, Nyle Wiren 6-1/250 Sr Kansas State 44. Sam Madison S-11/174 Sr. Louisville 
45.Renaldo Wynn 6-3/275 Sr. Notre Dame 15. Carlos Jones S173 St. Miami 
16. Kenny Holmes 6-4/247 St Miami 
17. Andy Jacobs 64255 Sr California 
18, Ryan Philips 69243 Sr. Idaho SAFETIES 
49. Kendrick Gholston 63249 J Lovisvile 1. Mitchell Freedman 6-0/192 Soph. Arizona State 
20. Mark Schmidt. «6-296. Sx, Oregon 2 Kevin Jackson 6-1/200 Sr. Alabama 
3. Torrian Gray 6-0/200 Sr. Virginia Tech 
4. Chris Carter 6-1/200 Sr. Texas 
DEFENSIVE TACKLES/ 5. Zack Bronson 6-1/200 Sr. McNeese State 
6. Lawrence Wright 6-1/209 Sr. Florida 
NOSE TACKLES 7. dason Parker 60/192 Sr Tennessee 
1. Darrell Russell 6-4820 Jr USC 8. Kim Herring 6-096 Sr. Penn State 
2 Chris Akins (NT) 6-1/292 Jr. Texas 8. Donovin Darius 6-1/204 Jr Syracuse 
3. Chuck Wiley 64/274 J LSU 10. Eric Collier 6-1/217 St, Northwestern 
4, Joe Salave’a 64/276 Sr. Arizona 11. Harold Lusk 6-0/193 Sr. Utah 
5. Billy Lyon 65/300 Sr. Marshall 12. Abdul McCullough 6-0/202 Sr. UCLA 
6, Jason Peter 64285 Jr Nebraska 43, Darren Sharper 6-3/215 Sr. Willa & Mary 
7. William Carr 6-0/269 Sr Michigan 14. Quincy Wright 6-1/190 Sr. Central Michigan 
8. Brandon Whiting 6-3/280 Jr. Caifomia 15. Sean Woodson: 6-2/210 Sr. Jackson State 
9, James Grier 68/307 Jt Mississippi State 
10, Edward Jasper(NT) 6-4/231 Sr. Texas A&M KICKERS 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 4, Rafael Garcia 51195 Sr, Virginia 
2, Phil Dawson S41N87 Jr Texas 
4. Terrell Farley 61/205 Sr. Nebraska 3, Michael Reeder 6-0/162 J, TCU 
2 Keith Mitchell 69/223 Sr Texas ARM 4, Jeremy Alexander §-10/180 Jr. Oklahoma 
3. Brian Simmons 6-4/230 Jr. North Carolina 5. Remy Hamilton 60/193 Sr. Michigan 
4. Marcellus Mostella 6-3/235 Sr. Aubum 6. Jeff Hall 6-0/182 Soph. Tennessee 
5, Dwayne Rudd 62292 J Alabama 7. Brett Conway 62/188 Sr. Penn State 
6. Chike Okeafor 65/237 Jr. Purdue 8. Dan Pulsipher 6-1/475 Sr Utah 
= 7. Jamie Sharper 69/238. Si, Virginia 9, Eric Richards 58/160 Jr Cincinnati 
8. Kory Minor 6-2/235 Soph. Notre Dame 10. David Ettinger 60/215 Sr Hofstra 
9. Jason Chorak 6-4/250 Jr. Washington 
10.Nate Hemsley «6-0208 Sx. Syracuse PUNTERS 
igre rite eA ee Treg) 1. Brad Maynard == 6-1/175 Sr. Ball State 
(APART | steele ee IPE 2. BillMarinangel «6-2/215 Sr. Vanderbilt 
‘3. Sean Reali 510192 Sr. Syracuse 
INSIDE LINEBACKERS 4, Tucker Philips 62/210 Sr. Rice 
4. Matt Russell 62240 Sr Colorado et Ee SUD Se SUNG 
Se larc Harris 5-11/202 Sr. lowa State 
2, Anthony Simmons 6-1/205 Soph. Clemson 7. Nick Gallery ie ee 
ae Cage Ese 8.NateCochran 65/215 Si. Pitt 
4. Dwayne Curry 69248 Sr MississippiStale 9’ Wa Brice 6504 St Virginia 
SiDary Bush S27 Ae One ee 10. Sean Liss eai200 St Fda State 
6. Jarrett Irons 64231 St Michigan : f 
7. Lyon Cobbins -«&6-0/246. Sr. Notre Dame 
8. PatFizgorad 62259 St_Nortwesem RETURN MEN 
9. TynisMcCloud 62/251 Sr. Louisville 4. DerrickMason 511/190 Sr. Michigan State 
40. Mark Smith 69229 Sr Arkansas 2, Robert Tate 510490 Sr. Cincinnati 
11. Reggie Gamett 6-1/228 Sr. Michigan State 3. Reidel Anthony 511/176 Jt. Florida 
12. Ron Rogers 6-1/230 Je Georgia Tech 4, Antwuan Wyatt 5-11/190 Sr. Clemson 
13. Tyrell Peters 60210 Sr Oklahoma 5, Damon Dunn 5-101175 Soph. Stanford 
14. Pete Monty 62/241 Sr. Wisconsin 6. James Dye 5-9/150 Sr BYU 
15. DeShone Myles 697235 J. Nevada 7. Claude Mathis 59/180 J. SW Texas State 
16. Chris Draft 6-1/220 Jr. Stanford 8. Rahsaan Vanterpool 5-11/185 Sr. West Virginia 
17. Dexter Coakley 511/205 Sr. Appalachian State 9. dim Tumer 64/205 J. Syracuse 
48. Shay Muirbrook 6-1/235. S._BYU. 40. Kio Sanford 511/169 Jt. Kentucky 


MICHIGAN STATE KR DERRICK MASON 
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aking Care of Business 


en 100-yard sprint 

It was George Jones’ first workout at San Diego State, 

and he was doubled over, fighting for air, 

A disappointment, Aztecs coaches thought. Jones thought 
otherwise. He knew the circuitous route—from a community child in 
Greenville, 5.C., to a community college in Bakersfield, Calif—he 
had taken to get tl ance, He knew he would be all right. 

Six weeks later, Jones rushed for 147 yards—which would be six 
below his season ie—and three touchdowns in a 33-9 si 
opening rout of California. And that wi t the start. He finished 
the season with 1,842 yards, which was third in the nation, and 
broke Marshall Faulk’s We 
Athletic Conferen 
season record. Only Ohio State’ 
Eddie George scored more 
touchdowns than Jones—24 to 
23. Oh, and Jones played the last 
three games of the season with a 
broken jaw, his mouth wired so 
tight that not only was eating a 


chore, but breathing as well. 
A disappointment? Not even 
close. 


om within, man,” Jones 
“Tt comes from within.” 

When Aztecs strength coach 

Dave Ohton came to work the 
Sunday following that disastrous 
first workout, he found Jones 
running on a field near the 
weightroom, From time to time, 
Ohton would emerge from the 
weightroom, casting an eye on 
the field and there would be 
Jones, running under the 
summer sun, Ohton began 
checking more frequently, each 
time expecting to find the field 
Jone: ch time Jones re- 
mained, Running. It went on for 
rs—four, to be exact, 
s went on all season, 
Coaches were grateful for Jones’ 
commitment, but there were 
times when his desire al- 
most unnerving, two exits past 
ferocious. But Jones knew no 
other way, 

Born poor, he grew up in 
Greenville's toughest part, 
Eastside, where drug dealers 
could be found and gunshots 
could be heard. Jones slept where 
he found space, often in a 
crowded room. His parents? 
There is one ground rule when 
you talk to George Jones: There 
will be no questions about his par- 
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By STEVE LOWERY 


ents. Even Monnie Broome, who became sort of a surrogate father to 
Jones, avoids the subject. 

“Whenever there was a picture day for one of the football teams, 
we noticed that there were never any parents with George,” 
Broome says. “He never talked about it much; he’s a very private 
person. But we started to notice that whenever he spent the night, 
he wouldn't call anyone. He would be with us for two or three days 
and he never called.” 

All of this instilled in Jones a tendency to handle problems one 
way—direct. So one day in Greenville, when someone pulled a gun 
and put it to the head of his best friend, Monnie Broome's son Nathan, 

Jones ran straight at the guy, lifted 


him up and tossed him like a can of 
garbage. Just like when he broke 
w in the 


t New Mexi 
I could deliver the blow.” 


harder 

Despite poverty and having re- 
he refused to be 
avictim, Even today, Jones becomes 


when talk veers too far from 
ing him to make broad, 
nding declarations. 

“T don't like to talk about it,” he 
says. “You know, I could have 
asked, ‘Why is my life like this?” 
But what's the point? I decided I 
wanted to get out, and I knew I 
was going to have to do it myself.” 

And so he became a self-made 
man at 12, working in the kitchen 
of a fish restaurant, sometimes 
until 2 a.m. The people at the 
restaurant thought Jones was 
older. He just needed the work. 

He was back up at 7, getting 
bused to school in a middle-class 
neighborhood, After school, he lifted 
weights or played football, which he 
decided would be his salvation. The 
nights he didn’t work, he went home 
to play more football with much 
older men late into the night. 

“To be honest, those games 
kind of scared me,” Nathan, 
who occasionally participated at 
Jones’ insistence. “I mean, these 
were men we were playing 
against, and they played for keeps. 
But George, he just wanted to play 
all the time.” 

Football was the constant. Jones 
watched it every Sunday, first idol- 


San Diego State standout George Jones, 
who had a rugged childhood in South 
Carolina, is a dedication-plus athlete. 


izing Walter Payton, then Barry Sanders. For all their speed and 
moves, it was their power he admired—the ability of smaller men 
to deliver a blow and keep going. It’s a style he adopted, Watching 
football convinced Jones of his destiny. He was poor, he was 
working and he was relatively small. People thought he was nuts. 

“Tjust said, ‘OK, we'll see who's nuts.’” 

The weightlifting began. First it was with concrete dumbbells; then 
he was doing multiple presses of 400-plus pounds at health clubs. A 
George Jones workout was worth two of anyone else's, It had nothing 
to do with vanity. The purpose was not to impress but to improve. 

“That's George,” Aztecs offensive tackle Kyle Turley says. “In 
the weightroom, on the field, he’s a businessman.” 


The only disappointment from last year’s 8-4 finish was that after 
Jones broke his jaw, the Aztecs lost two of their last three games, 
losing any chance for a WAC title. 

“Tt was a very tough time for him,” Tollner says. “He wasn't able 
to be quite as dominant and I know that bothered him, but George 
never once asked to come out. Playing was never an issue for him.” 

The only issue about playing this season is how soon it will start. 

“T can’t wait, man,” he says. “I just feel like I'm going to blow up 
this year.” 

His goals: lead his team to a WAC title—“That’s something 
Marshall never did”—be a high NFL draft choice and make a run at 
the Heisman. 


San Diego State’s George Jones is one Aztec 
who creates a few ruins of his own 


Jones could lift 250 pounds by the eighth grade, The following 
year, he was running the ball for Eastside High. Nathan played 
quarterback. 

It is an unlikely friendship. Jones is black, Broome white. Jones 
is poverty-stricken, a quiet zealot. Broome is a middle-class kid of a 
textile executive, excitable to distraction, 

But they both liked football, and that was enough of a start. Soon 
Jones was spending more and more time at the Broome’s, staying late 
at their house, watching games on TV, going on trips. What Jones was 
given, he gave hack. Nathan fed off Jones’ drive. To this day, Nathan, 
who plays baseball at Clemson, calls Jones “to get my focus back.” 

Division I-A coaches took notice of the star at Eastside, but Jones’ 
grades lagged, partly because he devoted so much time to football. 
He would have to go to junior college. A friend of a friend had gone 
out west, and he pointed Jones in the direction of Bakersfield 
(Calif) Community College, Jones never had been out of the state 
or on a plane. The night before Jones was to leave, he balked, 

“We went out to dinner that night, and it was obvious he was 
scared,” Monnie Broome says. “He'd gotten a job in one of the tex- 
tile plants and he was talking about sticking around, working in the 
plant and giving up football.” 

Monnie Broome, who had bought the airline ticket, had heard 
Jones and Nathan talk about football late into the night, and he no- 
ticed how Jones never took unnecessary risks with his body—such 
as water skiing—for fear of blowing everything. He spoke up. 

“He told me I'd worked for this my whole life and that staying 
wasn't an option,” Jones says. “I was really pretty frightened about 
leaving. I thought maybe I could be happy just staying and 
working. But he told me—he didn’t ask, he told me—I was getting 
on that plane.” 

In his sophomore year at Bakersfield, Jones rushed for 1,567 
yards and a junior college-record 34 touchdowns. Coaches came 
calling again. Bakersfield coach Carl Bowser contacted Aztecs 
coach Ted Tollner, his friend and former teammate at Cal Poly-SLO. 

Other recruiters questioned why Jones would go to San Diego 
State, a program with a reputation as a passing school. But Tollner 
had the Faulk legacy on his side. 

“We let him know that if he’s the guy in a one-back offense, he's 
going to get his 25 carries a game, the way Marshall did, the way 
Thurman Thomas does at Buffalo,” Tollner says. 

Faulk slashes; Jones pounds. Jones isn’t as fast as Faulk, but he is 
stronger. Jones’ 455-pound bench press makes him one of the team's 
strongest players, regardless of position. Jones added 20 pounds of 
muscle last summer out of fear that his 5-9, 210-pound frame couldn't 
handle the pounding of major-college football. That extra weight was 
why Jones was wheezing after the first sprints he ran at San Diego State. 

Jones rushed for 253 yards on 19 carries against San Jose State 
last year. One play showed everyone just how powerful he is. 

“He's running toward the end zone and this linebacker is in his 
way and he straight-arms the guy and throws him about three 
yards,” Ohton says. “I mean, he grabbed this guy, ran with him like 
he was a rag doll and then bench-pressed him into the end zone. 

“The crowd cheered. But when they showed the replay and they 
saw what he actually had done, there was this gasp, like people 
were saying, ‘Oh, my God!” 


LOST IN THE SHADOWS 


There are a number of good college players who—because 
their team is bad, they play in a lesser conference or they are 
overshadowed by teammates—don't get the attention they de- 
serve. Here are some of those players: 


PLAYER Hi/Wr. CL. ScHooL 
FB Rod Brown 6-0/232 Sr N.C. State 
LB Michael Comer 5-9/260 Sr. Texas-El Paso 
FS DeMontie Cross 6-4/209 += Sr,_~— Missouri 
LB James Darling 6-1/245 Sr. — Washington State 
DE Nate Davis 6-5/285 Sr Indiana 
WR Richard Dice 6-2/216 Sr Arizona 
WR Tim Dwight 5-9/170 Jr. lowa 
CB Warrick Franklin 5-10/180 Sr. Rice 
FS Sam Garnes 6-4/215 Sr Cincinnati 
LB David Gill 6-0/230 Sr Utah State 
FS Cory Gilliard 6-1/204 Sr, Ball State 
OT Jay Hagood 6-4/307 Sr Virginia Tech 
SS Daren Hart 5-10/195 Sr East Carolina 
SS Rodney Heath 5-10/170 Sr. Minnesota 

C Jason Johnson 6-2/270 Sr. Kansas State 
CB Derek Jones 5-9/170 Sr. _ Mississippi 
SS Mike Minter 5-10/190 Sr Nebraska 
QB Raymond Philyaw 5-10/212 Sr. NE Louisiana 
RB Marc Renaud 610/181 Jr. — Michigan State 
FS Keith Spann 6-1/200 Sr. Memphis 
SS Omar Stoutmire 5-11/195 Sr, _Fresno State 
QB Derrick Taite 6-4/194 Sr. _ Mississippi State 
RB DavidThompson  5-8/200 Jr. Oklahoma State 
RB Astron Whatley 58/177 Jr. Kent 
WR Damond Wilkins 6-1/175 Sr. Nevada 


“{ think winning the Heisman would validate all the 1 
taken,” Nathan says. “He's the one who gave his life ove 
ball. I think the Heisman would prove he made the right decisions,” 

The night Jones saved his life, Nathan Broome was too stunned 
to thank him, It was only later that he called his friend. 

“George, you saved me.” 

No big deal, Jones said: “I got nothing to lose.” 

Today, there is everything to gain—everything he has worked 
for and was told he was crazy to even consider. Sitting in the San 
Diego State weightroom, clad in a baggy Clemson sweatsuit, he 
considers what his life could be like a year from now. 

“[ can't help it,” he says. “I know my life is going to change in a 
year and I can’t wait, I know I should enjoy (college) more, but I'm 
50 focused on the NFL; I've got too much riding on this 

‘The dreamer gazes ahead. Sometimes, that’s all there is. 

“Without dreams, you got nothing,” he says. “You got nothing.” 

Steve Lowery is a free-lance writer based in Los Angeles, 
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Volatile offense in Knoxville 


National title wouldn‘t be a waltz for Tennessee, 
but Peyton Manning and Jay Graham offer hope 


By MIKE STRANGE 


{hard work leads to good things, well, Tennessee quar- 
terback Peyton Manning expects great things this fall. 

No one outworks Manning in the weight room or the 
video room, a work ethic he proudly admits he got 
from his famous dad. Indeed, before going home to New 
Orleans for some revelry at Mardi Gras in February, 


i 


Manning squeezed three days of conditioning workouts into 

one so no teammate would think he was cutting corners. 
‘That kind of dedication has Vols players and Tennessee 

fans everywhere primed for a run at the national champi- 
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onship. And with Manning at quarterback and the record- 
setting Jay Graham at tailback, why not? 

Manning, a 65, 215-pound junior, is 18-2 as a starter in 
his first two college seasons. He is the quarterback every 
program in the country would love to have, including pro- 
grams that play on Sundays. After leading the Volunteers to 
an 11-1 record and finishing sixth in the Heisman Trophy 
voting last season, Archie Manning’s son was coveted by 
many NFL clubs in need of a quarterback. But he chose to 
bypass the ’96 draft and return to college for at least one 
more year. 

“Expectations are high and they're high for a reason,” 
Manning said between reps during an offseason workout. 
“We saw just how close we were last year. I really think we 
were 30 minutes away from having a shot at a national 
championship.” 

That 30 minutes was a mind-boggling second half at 
Florida, when the Gators overcame a 30-21 deficit and 
blasted the Vols, 62-37. The rout knocked Tennessee out of 
the SEC title picture and put the Gators in position to play 
for the national championship. This year, though, Florida 
must play at Peyton’s Place, an enlarged (to 102,485) 
Neyland Stadium in Knoxville. 

The loss to Florida was the only blemish on the Vols’ 
season, and not long after their victory over Ohio State in 
the Florida Citrus Bowl, their thoughts began to turn to a 
national title this season. 

“T think we've done everything else,” said Graham, a se- 
nior from Concord, N.C., who had 11 100-yard games last 
season. “We've been an 11-1 team. We've beaten Alabama. 
‘The last thing left to do is win a national championship.” 

For Tennessee to do so, Manning and Graham will have 
to come close to duplicating their stellar 1995 seasons. 
Tennessee has had great quarterbacks and great tailbacks 
in the past, but rarely have they complemented each other 
as Manning and Graham did last year. 

Manning broke numerous school passing records, in- 
cluding most yards (2,954), most attempts (380), most com- 
pletions (244) and highest completion percentage (64.2). 
He threw 22 touchdown passes and only four interceptions. 
Graham, a nice blend of strength and speed at 6-0 and 206 
pounds, averaged 5.3 yards per carry in gaining a school- 
record 1,438 yards. 

“Jay and I understand our roles,” Manning said. “Having 
aguy like Jay would take the pressure off any quarterback 
in the country. On third-and-10, we feel like we can call the 
draw and get the first down. 

“But the main thing Jay does is keep you out of third- 
and-long. Usually on first and second down, he'll give you 
some yardage,” 

‘That was Grahams goal after serving a two-year appren- 
ticeship behind future NFL backs Charlie Garner, James 
Stewart and Aaron Hayden: to be dependable for at least 
four yards a pop. 

“This time last year, I had a lot to prove,” Graham said, 
“There had been a lot of hype since the day I walked on 
campus. I felt a lot had been placed on my shoulders. 

“One of the biggest things to me last year was to pick up 
where Aaron and ‘Little Man’ (Stewart) left off.” 

‘As the season progressed, Graham gained the confi- 
dence to look beyond the short pop. He had a 75-yard 


touchdown gallop to help the Vols break a 
10-year winless streak against Alabama. In 
the Citrus Bowl, Graham burned Ohio 
State for a 69-yard touchdown run. “Going 
the distance—that was the difference be- 
tween the beginning of the season and the 
end,” he said. 

Graham, outwardly serious but a locker- 
room cutup who helps keep his teammates 
loose, knows he benefits from having 
Manning in the backfield with him. 

“(A defense) can't say Peyton's not 
having a great day and forget about him,” 
Graham said. “He's always a threat to hit 
Joey Kent for 90 yards. 

“Play-action is where we get our biggest 
plays, off the fakes. You get the defense 
coming in and then you hit ‘em over the 
top. Once you start running the ball real 
good, you get em on their heels.” 

Unlike last year, Graham should have 
help this season. Brian Darden, who 
signed with the Vols in 1995 after finishing 
a celebrated high school career in 
Vicksburg, Miss., has gained his eligibility 
after being academically ineligible last fall. 
He and Graham are expected to provide a 
potent 1-2 running punch. Fullback 
Chester Ford returns, but his role is al- 
most exclusively clearing holes—and 
helping to protect the franchise. 

And there’s no doubt about the fran- 
chise. The Vols made it through last 
season with no experienced backup to 
Manning and hope to do the same in '96. 
Incoming freshman Tee Martin of 
Mobile, Ala., is highly touted, but sopho- 
more Jermaine Copeland, a would-be re- 
ceiver, is next in line if Manning goes 
down. 

Offensive coordinator David Cutcliffe 
says Manning's intelligence—he is an All- 
SEC academic selection on track to grad- 
uate in 3’ years—and desire to improve 
will make him an even better player, 

“We're going to aim to be even more ac- 
curate and make decisions to allow us to 
throw for an even higher percentage than 
what we did,” Cutcliffe said. “There’s an- 
other level I believe anybody can take it 
to.” 

Manning doesn’t disagree, on an indi- 
vidual or team basis. 

“| think you've got to set your goals that 
way,” he said. “Some guys might just say 
‘SEC,’ but after going 11-1, being a bowl 
winner, let’s not be afraid to say ‘national 
championship.’” ° 

Mike Strange covers Tennessee and the 
SEC for the Knoxville (Tenn.) News- 
Sentinel. 


OFFENSIVE UNITS 
Za 


1, TEXAS: If the BMW Backfield (QB James Brown and RBs Shon Mitchell and Ricky Williams) runs 
smoothly, the Longhorns will enjoy another superb season. In addition, talented RB Priest Holmes is 
coming back from an injury. 

2, COLORADO: The Buffs have an excellent QB duo in Koy Detmer and John Hessler and a solid run- 
ning corps in juniors Herchell Troutman, Lendon Henry and Marlon Barnes. 

3. NEBRASKA: As usual, there are excellent running backs, headed by sophomore TB Ahman Green. 
True freshman TB DeAngelo Evans is the fourth-leading prep rusher of all time. The question is QB Scott 
Frost, a better passer than Tommie Frazier but not near the runner. 

4, FLORIDA STATE: There's a superb TB duo in Warrick Dunn and Rock Preston. New QB Thad 
Busby will be better than Danny Kanell. There's talent at FB, too; watch for sophomore Khalid Abdullah. 

5, TENNESSEE: QB Peyton Manning and TB Jay Graham are among the best in the nation at their po- 
sitions. TB Brian Darden is a highly touted freshman. FB Chester Ford is a good blocker. Depth at QB 
appears to be nonexistent, though. 

6. FLORIDA: The Gators have the best QB duo in the country in Danny Wuerffel and Eric Kresser. 
There's also a lot of talent at TB—but that talent hasn't always come through. 

7. NOTRE DAME: The Irish have good TBs in Randy Kinder and Autry Denson and a solid FB in Mare 
Edwards. That leaves QB Ron Powlus, who hasn't lived up to the hype. 

8. CLEMSON: TB Raymond Priester is a good one, as is FB Emory Smith (Emmit’s brother), QB 
Nealon Greene is solid, and there's great depth at TB. 

9, SYRACUSE: The top five rushers are back from last season, including do-it-all QB Donovan McNabb 
(261 yards rushing, 1,991 passing). Sophomore FB Rob Konrad is a bruiser. The Orangemen have a three- 
headed TB: Malcolm Thomas, Kyle Mcintosh and Tebucky Jones. 

10, USC: QB Brad Otton will be better off not having to share duties with Kyle Wachholtz, USC stil hasn't 
regained the “Tailback U.” moniker, but Delon Washington is a good one. There also is good depth at TB. 


1. NEBRASKA: No surprise here. The Huskers lost two starters, but it shouldn't matter, C Aaron Taylor, 
G Chris Dishman and T Eric Anderson are among the best in the nation at their positions. And there al- 
ways is great depth. 

2. OHIO STATE: T Orlando Pace is the best offensive lineman in the nation, a surefire top-10 pick in the 
NFL—and probably after this season. C Juan Porter and G LeShun Daniels also are soli 

3. WISCONSIN: The Badgers have five fith-year seniors along their front, led by T Jerry Wunsch and 
G Jamie Vandervelat, 

4, ARIZONA STATE: T Juan Roque leads the way. The Sun Devils return all five starters (average 
weight: 302 pounds), and there’s good depth. 

5. TEXAS A&M: Four starters are back, headed by G Calvin Collins. Last year’s line wasn't as good as the 
‘Aggies expected: this year's will meet expectations. 

6. FLORIDA: The Gators retum three starters, led by C Jeff Mitchell and G Donnie Young. Some 
untested—albeit talented—sophomores and redshirt freshmen must come through 

7. NOTRE DAME: The Irish will line up five high school All-Americans across the front. Now's the time 
for some of those guys to become college All-Americans. T Mike Doughty is the one to watch on a line 
that has four starters at least 6-6. 

8, OREGON: Four starters return, headed by T Paul Wiggins and C Mark Gregg. This is a veteran unit: 
Five seniors could start, but i's more likely it will be four seniors and a junior. 

9. CALIFORNIA: The Bears retum four starters, led by mammoth T Tarik Glenn (6-6, 345), and 14 of the 
top 15 on the depth chart, Ths is a physical crew; two starters (Glenn, G Jeremy Newberry) are former DL. 
10. LSU: Four starters retum, led by sophomore G Alan Faneca, a rising star. T Ben Bordelon plays next to 
Faneca, and the right side definitely is the right side for TB Kevin Faulk to run behind, 


1, FLORIDA STATE: The 'Noles have two 1,000-yard receivers returning in Andre Cooper and E.G. 
Green. Now add redshirt freshman Randy Moss, who may well be the best FSU receiver ever. And TE 
Melvin Pearsall is serviceable, too. 

2. COLORADO: The Butfs hope speed kils. Rae Carruth, James Kidd, Phil Savoy and Chris Anderson would 
make up a pretty good relay squad. There also are two good TEs in Matt Lepsis and Tennyson McCarty 

3, FLORIDA: Sure, Chris Doering is gone. But the Gators shouldn't miss a beat with Ike Hilliard, Reidel 
Anthony, et al. If redshirt freshman Jamie Richardson is academically eligible, he'll make a lot of noise. 

4, TENNESSEE: Three of the top four receivers are back, including WRs Joey Kent and Marcus Nash, 
but depth may be a problem. 

5. CALIFORNIA: WRs Nail Benjamin and Bobby Shaw give QB Pat Barnes two dependable targets. 
TE Tony Gonzalez, who also plays basketball, is looking for a big season in new coach Steve Mariucci’s 
offensive scheme. 

6. TEXAS: WR Mike Adams is a star. TE Pat Fitzgerald is solid. WR Matt Davis has developed into a 
big-play receiver, and Tennessee transfer Cortney Epps will make a splash at WR. 

7, ARIZONA STATE: Underrated Keith Poole is the primary target. Isaiah Mustafa (6-4) and Kenny 
Mitchell (6-3) give QB Jake Plummer some big targets on the other side. Ricky Boyer gives ASU a deep 
threat. TE Steve Bush is a weapon, too. 

8, SAN DIEGO STATE: WRs Will Blackwell and Az Hakim are a dynamite duo. The Aztecs are 
counting on some untested talent and some JC transfers to step up at TE and for depth. 

9. MINNESOTA: QB Cory Sauter can't go to the well too often with WRs Ryan Thelwell and Tutu Atwell 
Expect even more pressure on the Gophers’ passing game this fall with the departure of RB Chris Darkins. 
10. UTAH: WRs Kevin Dyson and Rocky Henry each had 55 catches and six TDs. Holdover Terence 
Keehan and JC All-American Daniel Jones will vie for the third receiver role. TE could be a problem. 


The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 53 


Two Thumhs Up 


Film aficionados Matt Finkes, Mike Vrabel play 
leading roles for Buckeyes’ stout defensive corps 


By JOE POSNANSKI 


t is March, relaxation time, basketball season, for crying out 
loud, and Ohio State defensive ends Mike Vrabel and Matt 
Finkes are in the video room at the Woody Hayes Center in 
Columbus. They are watching game films from last season. 
Here they are, seniors, two of the best defensive ends in 
America, the nucleus for what may be college football's best defen- 
sive line, and they're shut in, watching film, dissecting film. No 
wonder the Ohio State coaches love these guys. 
“They study film together all the time,” Buckeyes defensive line 
coach Bill Conley says. “You can hear 


like we had screwed up something special.” 

This is their year. Their team. And Vrabel and Finkes want to 
make sure Ohio State does not screw up something special again. 
Last season, Ohio State was driven by three extraordinary offen- 
sive players: quarterback Bobby Hoying, wide receiver Terry 
Glenn and Heisman Trophy-winning running back Eddie George. 
With those three, OSU's defensive players were supporting actors. 
Extras, even. 

Not this season. Oh, the offense figures to score its share of 
points, but all eyes are on the Ohio State defense, which returns 10 
starters. And that defense is built around Finkes and Vrabel, who 

have combined for more sacks 


them yelling. These are the kinds of 
kids you dream of coaching.” 

The thing is, Finkes and Vrabel 
aren't exactly studying film. They are 
not spending these hours developing 
new moves. They are not analyzing all 
that much. “You can only learn so 
much,” Finkes says. “We're not quar- 
terbacks. There are only so many 
things you can do on the field before 
the other guy knocks you on your 
butt.” 

No, they are not studying film. 
They are watching film, like Siskel 
and Ebert watch film. And like Siskel 
and Ebert, they mainly watch film so 
they can insult each other. 

This is the point. The insult. 

“You suck,” Vrabel s 

“Uh, exactly where are you going?” 
Finkes asks. 

“Boy, he blew you off the ball 
there,” Vrabel says. 

“Nice outside move,” Finkes says. 
“Shame the play is going inside.” 

“Yeah, we love watching film,” 
Vrabel says. “We insult each other 
pretty good.” 

‘This is their way—the Don Rickles 
approach to football. Last season, the 
Buckeyes were 11-0 and in line for 
their first Rose Bowl in more than a 
decade before Michigan’s Tim 
Biakabatuka ran through them. The 
loss knocked Ohio State out of the 
Rose Bowl and ended the Buckeyes’ 
third-party candidacy for the national 
championship. Five weeks later, 
Tennessee's Peyton Manning threw 
over them to lead the Vols past the Buckeyes in the Citrus Bowl. 

And this is how two best friends deal with the agony of a lost 
season: They rip each other. 

“The hardest part was when you looked up at the clock and 
there were two minutes left and we were down eight against 
Michigan,” Vrabel says. “And that's when we knew, regardless of 
whether or not we pulled out a tie, we knew we were not going to 
win. We were not going to the Rose Bowl. And that's when we felt 
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Ohio State ends Matt Finkes (left) and Mike Vrabel, whose exchange of 
insults provides inspiration, have combined for 46 sacks in their careers, 


r (46) than any teammates in 
school history. 

“It's our senior year now,” 
Finkes says. “We want to go to 
the Rose Bowl. Lately, there have 
been a lot of classes at Ohio State 
that have not gone to the Rose 
Bowl.” 

But it seems Finkes and 
Vrabel have done it all. They've 
blocked punts, been pushed 
around by gigantic Michigan of- 
fensive linemen and been named 
all-conference. They also have 
been wondering for three years 
when coach John Cooper finally 
will let them off special teams. 

“Byery year, we joke about 
s,” Finkes says. “Eventually, 
they have to let us off special 
teams, right?” 

This is what they do, mostly. 
Joke. Kid each other, Slam each 
other. This is their way of in- 
spiring each other. At times, 
Finkes and Vrabel act as if the 
¢ game is a Seinfeld episode. 

But they're not always joking. 
Often, they're yelling. Conley 
is says they are two of the most 
= dedicated weightlifters on the 
% team, and certainly two of the 
5 loudest. No slacker escapes their 
wrath. Vrabel, in particular, wan- 
ders about in practice and gets 
on anybody who does not seem 
to be working quite hard 
enough. 

It's the intensity of a kid who 
was told by four doctors that he would have to give up football. 
Vrabel was a junior at Walsh Jesuit High in Akron, Ohio, when a 
doctor spotted a stress fracture in his spine. He said Vrabel’s career 
was over, and so did a second doctor and a third and a fourth. 
Finally, Dr. Andrew Tucker, who also worked with the Cleveland 
Browns, fitted Vrabel with a cast and let him return. 

So, Vrabel plays with the ferociousness of a kid who thought 
football was lost forever, usually matching up with the tight end. 


Conley points out that although Vrabel isn’t 
massive (6-4, 260), he can control a game 
in the same style as former Buckeyes star 
Dan Wilkinson, a 300-pound dominator 
who was the No. 1 overall pick in the 1994 
draft. 

Mostly, though, Vrabel uses his tenacity 
and speed to make plays. “Dan was incred- 
ibly strong,” Vrabel says. “He could do 
pretty much whatever he wanted. I don’t 
have that luxury. I have to do things differ- 
ently.” 

Finkes works differently. He’s shorter 
(6-2, 260), not quite as fast and not quite as 
strong. He is mostly matched up against 
huge offensive tackles. “You watch Matt on 
film, and you just figure he’s going to get 
destroyed,” Vrabel says. 

Finkes has perhaps the quickest first 
step of any defensive lineman in the co- 
lege game. He also is very unpredictable 
on the field. That keeps everybody 
guessing, including his teammates. He'll 
slip inside, bounce outside, and nobody on 
the team is better at slamming through 
double teams. Finkes is the first to admit 
that at times he is out of position. “The 
most-used words in my vocabulary are ‘my 
bad,’ ” Finkes says. “I come back to the 
huddle and say, ‘Hey fellas, my bad.’ 

“'m what you call a 50-50 player,” 
Finkes says, jokingly. “Fifty percent of the 
time, I'm out of the play. The other 50 per- 
cent, I get you behind the line.” 

Finkes was the defensive MVP in the 
Citrus Bowl loss to Tennessee. He has a 
flair for big plays, something he acquired 
his junior year at Piqua (Ohio) High. 
Although he had 32 sacks in his final two 
high school seasons, Finkes still did not 
think he was very good. “The first time a 
recruiter called, I was stunned,” he says. 

Relentless pursuit is a quality both 
players have, and each says he learned it 
from the other. The Buckeyes plan to use 
all sorts of schemes with Finkes and 
Vrabel this season, sometimes lining them 
up next to each other to confuse the of- 
fense. But mostly they'll be on opposite 
sides of the line. Coaches say that’s about 
as far apart as the two ever get. 

“Along with (nose tackle) Luke Fickell, 
they're like the Three Musketeers,” 
Conley says. “You never see them apart. 
‘They walk on campus together. They hang 
out together. They work out together. They 
have a great time.” 

Last year, all three linemen roomed to- 
gether, along with the since-departed 
Hoying. Finkes and Vrabel, who each will 
graduate in four years, still live together. 

The future, they hope, will be even 
greater. Ohio State hasn't been to 
Pasadena since the 1984 season. Six of the 
league's 11 schools have played in the 
game since then. Finkes and Vrabel figure 
this is their turn, and they will not be de- 
nied. They will insult anyone in their path. 

“This is how we fire each other up,” 
Vrabel says. “I think we're intense in our 
‘own way. When you joke about things, I 
think it shows you care. 

“At least that’s what we tell each other.” # 

Joe Posnanski is a columnist for the 
Cincinnati Post. 


DEFENSIVE UNITS 


1. TEXAS A&M: E Brandon Mitchell is the star, and NT Edward Jasper is a load in the middle. The line 
will be physical—maybe the most physical in the nation—but lacks depth. 

2, NEBRASKA: Es Grant Wistrom and Jared Tomich are just a notch below the Vrabel-Finkes pai, T 
Jason Peter will be the man in the middle, 

3. USC: The Trojans have the best pair of Ts in the nation in Darrell Russell and Matt Keneley. E Willie 
Lowery will be starting for a third season. One problem: untested depth. 

4, FLORIDA STATE: Es Reinard Wilson and Peter Boulware are pass-rushing fools. NT Andre 
Wadsworth, a former walk-on, is tough in the middle. The pressure is on Ts Julian Pittman, Connell Spain 
and Corey Simon. 

5. ALABAMA: There's only one retumee who started more than four games, but a lot of guys saw a lot 
of time last season. E Darrell Blackburn is an excellent pass rusher (10 sacks). JC transfer Michael 
Myers needs to come through at T. 

6. OHIO STATE: The Buckeyes boast a superb pair of ends in Mike Vrabel and Matt Finkes. NT Luke 
Fickell is a good one. Plus, the Buckeyes should be spurred by memories of last season's Michigan de- 
bacle. 

7. MIAMI: The ’Canes boast a good pair in Es Kenard Lang and Kenny Holmes, Ts Marvin Davis, 
Denny Fortney and Jason McCullough must play better than they did last season, 

8, MICHIGAN: NT William Carr has developed into a tough run-stutfer. E Glen Steele had eight sacks 
last season. Some young talent will be counted on. 

9. TENNESSEE: E Leonard Little is one of the premier pass-rushers in the nation. Four Ts who saw a 
lot of time return, led by Billy Beron and Ron Green, JC transfer Corey Terry could be a factor, 

10. MARYLAND: Yep, Maryland. The Terps have three good ends and a solid pair of tackles. T Johnnie 
Hicks is active: 72 tackles last season. 


LINEBACKERS 

1, NORTH CAROLINA: The Tar Heels’ LBs are big. They're fast. And there's a lot of ‘em, Kivusama Mays 
is solid in the middle, and Brian Simmons and James Hamilton may be the best OLB pair in the nation, 
Simmons, especially, isa stud, 

2, COLORADO: All three starters are back, with ILB Matt Russell the bellcow of the seven returning let- 
termen. Ron Merkerson, Mike Phillips and Allen Wilbon are others to watch. 

3, WASHINGTON: OLB Jason Chorak and ILB Ink Aleaga head a group of four returning starters. 
There is excellent depth, Redshirt freshman Lester Towns should blossom. 

4, TEXAS A&M: OLB Keith Mitchell is a sack machine. ILBs Dat Nguyen and Lary Walker are tough 
Tun-stutfers. The Aggies always have good LBs. 

5, NEBRASKA: The Huskers are small but super quick (just ask Florida), OLB Terrell Farley is a terror 
off the comer. OLB Tony Ortiz, a redshirt freshman, is a youngster to watch. 

6, NOTRE DAME: All four starters are back, and there is good depth. Sophomore OLB Kory Minor was 
‘a force as a freshman and will be better this season. ILB Lyron Cobbins is underrated, 

7. ALABAMA: As usual, the Tide has a ton of good ’backers, OLBs Dwayne Rudd and Ralph Staten 
are the best. 

8. KANSAS: Three starters retum for the Jayhawks, who also weleome back ILB Ronnie Ward from in 
jury. Ward and Jason Thoren form a solid inside duo. 

9. AUBURN: OLB Marcellus Mostella is one of the best in the nation at his position, and sophomore 
ILB Takeo Spikes should burst onto the national scene this season, 
10. SYRACUSE: OLB Nate Hemsley and ILB Antwaune Ponds are the stars for the Orangemen, who re- 
tum three starters. Hemsley and Ponds combined for 230 tackles last season. 


SECONDARY 

1. KANSAS STATE: The Wildcats have the best pair of comers in the nation in Chris Canty and Joe 
Gordon. FS Mario Smith is pretty good, too. Depth is more than adequate. 

2, TEXAS: All four starters are back and the depth is good. CB Bryant Westbrook and FS Chris Carter 
are the guys to watch. The DL won't be as good as last season, so there will be more pressure on the 
DBs; expect them to respond, 

3. FLORIDA: All four starters return, and there is ample depth. In addition, a new defensive coordinator 
will have the athletic Gators playing more aggressively. 

4. ALABAMA: Three starters retum, and there is good depth. SS Kevin Jackson led the SEC in inter- 
ceptions last season. CB Deshea Townsend has tremendous talent—but it doesn’t always show. 

5. PENN STATE: CB Brian Miller and S Kim Herring head a group of four returning starters. Depth is 
outstanding. 

6. USC: The Trojans, who gave up only six TD passes last season, boast a solid pair of comerbacks in 
‘Quincy Harrison and sophomore Daylon McCutcheon. Brian Kelly is making the move from CB to FS. 

7. MICHIGAN: All four starters are back, headed by sophomore CB Charles Woodson. There is good 
depth. 

8. MIAMI: All four starters return, but some of those guys were a bit up-and-down last season. The 
‘Canes need a retum to form by CB Carlos Jones. 

9. LOUISVILLE: All four starters are back, headed by CB Sam Madison; three of those four have 
started every game the past two seasons. 

10. SYRACUSE: The comers are small (5-8 and 5-7), but they are quick. FS Donovin Darius piled up 
181 tackles last season, 
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At crunch time, 
Donovan McNabb 
rallies Syracuse 
like clockwork orange 


By DAVID RAMSEY 


onovan McNabb is famous in Syracuse for his 
unbending cool. 
He gained this reputation with a spectacular 
freshman season in 1995. He set this reputation 
in concrete on an October afternoon in the Carrier Dome. 

The teen quarterback and his offense were in a tough 
spot against West Virginia. They were in the “back-to- 
the-wall” offense while buried at their 4-yard line. This 
was a grudge match. West Virginia had shut out 
Syracuse in consecutive games, both times squashing 
bowl hopes. The Orangemen sought revenge, redemp- 
tion and life beyond the regular season, 

Syracuse offensive coordinator George DeLeone be- 
lieved it was time to show daring, to push the limits. He 
sent in a long-ball call. 

In the huddle, McNabb showed no nervousness. 

“That was no surprise,” says Marvin Harrison, 
Syracuse's star receiver last season. “The biggest play 
of the fourth quarter is the same as first down in the 
first quarter for Donovan. It doesn’t matter to him.” 

McNabb dropped into the end zone and searched for 
Harrison. He searched and searched until the pressure 
became intense. A Mountaineer grabbed McNabb as he 
released the ball, forcing McNabb to let it fly with one 
foot off the ground. 

The pass sailed 60 yards and found Harrison on the run. The 
speedster burned rubber until he reached the end zone—96 
yards, touchdown. Syracuse won, 22-0. 

Not bad for a 19-year-old quarterback. 

Despite his youth, McNabb rules Syracuse. Fans chant his 
name. Opponents dread the moment he gets in trouble, when 
chaos invades the pocket, when he has to scramble. Like Denver's 
John Elway, McNabb is at his best in the worst situations. 

“[ never saw a young quarterback with such a high average 
of success in the face of disaster,” says Dick MacPherson, who 
coached the Orangemen from 1981-90 and still lives in 
Syracuse. “And if he didn't make the big play, he didn’t kill 
them. He didn’t do something dumb.” 

McNabb brings grace, drama and endless possibility to what 
typically is considered a brutal sport. In the middle of the rough 
stuff, he dances, spins, jukes and generally appears to be 
having a lot of fun eluding the giants. His greatest gift is his 
endless nerve, his utter self-belief. You won't find McNabb 
asking himself, “What if? What if I had thrown that crazy pass? 
What if I had tried a new dance step on that 300-pounder?” 

“The only way you find out if things work is if you try it,” 
MeNabb says. “You can always say, ‘I could have tried that, but 
I didn’t.’ I don’t want to feel that way.” 

A year ago, he helped awaken a slumbering program. The 
Orangemen hadn't been to a bowl for two consecutive seasons, 
had bumbled in crucial late-season games, had many wondering 
if the sluggish days of the '70s and early ’80s had returned. 

Then McNabb arrived. Syracuse finished 9-3 and thumped 
Clemson in the Gator Bowl last season; the Orangemen appear 
ready to spring into the ranks of the nation’s elite this season. 
They will be led by a quarterback who can wing the ball 65 
yards, bench-press 325 pounds and run the 40 in 4.6 seconds. 
McNabb piled up impressive numbers, hitting 128-0f-207 passes 
for 1,991 yards and 16 touchdowns in 1995 as a redshirt 
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freshman. But his contributions transcend arithmetic. Consider: 

Syracuse trailed Rutgers, 17-10, in a critical early-season game. A 
loss may have kept the Orangemen home for the holidays for a third 
consecutive season. McNabb, who was struggling, sprinted left while 
looking for a receiver, He kept looking, as he runs only as a last resort. 

“He has quick eyes,” DeLeone says. “Such incredible vision.” 

McNabb spotted Harrison in the back of the end zone. Running 
the opposite direction of his target and facing a heavy rush, 
McNabb threaded a perfect pass to Harrison for the tying score. 
Syracuse proceeded to win, 27-17. 

HW While he has a veteran’s poise in the pocket, McNabb can run 
when needed. His most glowing example of that occurred against 
Miami in November. With the Orangemen on Miami's 17 and facing 
a third-and-8, coach Paul Pasqualoni called a quarterback draw. 
McNabb darted up the middle and found five Miami defenders, His 
first move conjured memories of Barry Sanders; his second was vin- 
tage Emmitt Smith. McNabb scored virtually untouched. 

“[ didn't see (Miami linebacker) Ray Lewis,” says McNabb, who 
finished the season with 261 yards rushing. “I saw the end zone.” 

‘The big men chase, yet the 6-1, 208pound McNabb remains re- 
markably poised. Syracuse coaches never have seen him rattled. 

“It's just a game to him, I guess,” says DeLeone with a touch of 
confusion in his voice. “Sometimes I wonder if he’s just too young to 
see how serious the moment is. He has tremendous confidence he 
can make the play. It’s like he did all this before.” 

“Don's oblivious to pressure,” quarterbacks coach Kevin Rogers 
says. “It's like the stadium is empty.” 

“His poise,” Syracuse running back Malcolm Thomas says, “helps 
all the other players stay relaxed.” 

This calm approach, this utter confidence, didn’t just happen. 

McNabb grew up in Dolton, Ill., outside Chicago, in a stable, de- 
manding home. He was a baseball star in grade school, and his father, 
Samuel, figured that would be Donovan's sport. He was a skinny 
youngster, on the passive side when it came to sports. 

One day, though, Donovan came home and announced he planned 
to play football. Samuel had his doubts. They soon faded. He went to 
his son’s first game, watched him sprint to a length-of-the-field touch- 
down, watched him snatch two interceptions. Papa McNabb put his 
doubts away and began looking for ways to push his baby to the limits. 

Samuel and Wilma, Donovan's mother, decided to pay him for 
touchdowns. The price started at $10, though it later dropped when 
it became clear Donovan's sneaky open-field moves to paydirt 
could put the family in bankruptcy. 

“Expensive? After a while, yes,” Samuel says. “But we didn’t 
mind. My wife came up with the whole concept. All kids like 
money. It’s a hard motivator.” 

The McNabb home is the origin of Donovan's ability to impro- 
vise. With the support of his parents, he developed the confidence 
to try anything. 

“Anytime I wanted, I could go home, sit down with my parents 
and talk about anything,” he says. “Anything I couldn't deal with 
myself, I talked with them about. That helps a lot.” 

“His parents are a very, very positive force for Don,” Pasqualoni 
says. “They were always positive for him, and they just gave him 
the aura of being confident.” 

Soon, Donovan enrolled at Mt. Carmel High, an all-boys school 
near Lake Michigan on Chicago's South Side. The school's powerful 
football program runs an option attack, perfect for McNabb’s skills. 

Mt, Carmel competes in the Chicago Catholic League, which fea- 
tures some of the roughest high school competition in America, 
and McNabb benefited from the battles. As a senior, he passed for 
12 touchdowns and ran for 13. Mt. Carmel coach Frank Lenti re- 
members a playoff game in McNabb’s senior year against Simeon 
High. McNabb dropped back in the pocket and soon found two 
Simeon defenders picking him up. McNabb muscled his way out of 
their grip, landed on both feet and scrambled to a touchdown, 

“Donovan has done nothing at Syracuse that surprised me,” 
Lenti says. “He just has those kind of capabilities.” 

‘The prestige schools began to seek him. Nebraska coach Tom 
Osborne saw McNabb as the perfect successor to Tommie Frazier. 
Pasqualoni saw McNabb as a worthy follower in what has become a 
recent tradition of standout Orange quarterbacks. 

In the end, McNabb said no to Osborne and the Big Red. 
Syracuse had two factors in its favor. First, McNabb could see he 
would have to wait two seasons for Frazier's departure at Nebraska. 
At Syracuse, he would stand in line only one season. Second, 
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SCINTILLATING SOPHS 


Here are some sophomores who—while they had solid freshman 
seasons—aren't as well-known as classmates such as Syracuse's 
Donovan McNabb, Texas’ Ricky Williams, Nebraska's Ahman 
Green and USC's Daylon McCutcheon. By the end of this season, 
though, chances are you will have heard a lot about these guys: 


Pos. _ Player 
WR Zola Davis 
Jared DeVries 
Alan Faneca 
Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala 
Mitchell Freedman 
Martavius Houston 
Anthony McFarland 
RW. McQuarters 
Richard Mercier 
Kory Minor 
Dat Nguyen 
Benji Olson 
Anthony Poindexter 
Johnny Rutledge 
David Saunders 
Anthony Simmons 
Takeo Spikes 
Matt Stinchcomb, 
Floyd Wedderburn 
Reggie Williams 


Ht/Wt. School 
6-1/192 South Carolina 
6-4/260 lowa 

6-5/310 LSU 

6-0/274 Utah 

6-0/192 Arizona State 
6-1/214 
6-1/290 
S-11/185 
6-4/273 
6-2/235 
6-1/213 
6-4/300 
6-1/202 
6-2/224 
6-2/205 
6-1/213 
6-2/224 
6-7/280 
6-5/328 
§-10/235 


Oklahoma State 
Miami 

Notre Dame 
Texas A&M 
Washington 
Virginia 
Florida 
West Virginia 
Clemson 
Auburn 
Georgia 
Penn State 
Tulsa 


Syracuse coaches were more open to McNabb’s plan to play bas- 
ketball, which he isn’t doing on a whim. He made the team as a 
walk-on as a freshman and redshirted. 

“It's very serious to me,” he says. “Everybody talks about me not 
being able to play more than one Division I sport. I've taken it upon 
myself to prove it to myself and to everyone else that I can.” 

Alas, proving remains. With his socks pulled to his knees and oc- 
casionally wearing a frown, McNabb spent most of last season on 
the bench and watched the Orangemen earn a berth in the national 
championship game. McNabb wasn't used to sitting and watching, 

“It’s a sore point,” Samuel McNabb says. 

Basketball coach Jim Boeheim has been watching Syracuse football 
since he arrived as a student in the mid-’60s. McNabb, the coach says, 
isa “great football player, strong, tough, everything.” 

He could be a solid basketball player, Boeheim says. But there's one 
problem: “He misses half the season. Nobody can be a good basketball 
player and miss half the season.” 

There are other obstacles. McNabb's thick frame is beneficial on 
the football field, but it hurts him as a basketball defender. The 
Orangemen, once known for their run-and-gun attack, have devel- 
oped into a defense-oriented team. Defense is McNabb's weakness. 
He also lacks an outside touch. He is an aggressive force on the 
court, and would make a marvelous power forward—if he stood six 
inches taller, But McNabb, who played in just six games and aver- 
aged 0.8 points last season, doesn’t appear to be growing. 

Regardless, he remains committed to hoops, even though he's 
likely doomed to sit for at least another season. 

MacPherson believes McNabb's experience in basketball will 
prove beneficial. MacPherson wondered if McNabb could stay fo- 
cused after enjoying tremendous success so quickly in football. 

“He needed that humbling experience in basketball,” MacPherson 
says, “We can thank Coach Boeheim for keeping him humble.” 

MeNabb faces a difficult task topping his freshman feats, which in- 
clude ranking third in the nation in passing efficiency (142.0), an 
NCAA record for a freshman. Pasqualoni says McNabb “has a long 
way to go.” But he struggles to find specifics. He says McNabb 
needs to work on his ballhandling, his fakes and his follow-through 
after pitches. Much labor awaits McNabb, the coach says. So much 
is ahead. So much improvement is possible. But, hey, McNabb oe 
pears equipped to handle the pressure. 

David Ramsey is a columnist for the Syracuse (N.Y.) Herald. 
Journal. 
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| The last time the Seminoles failed to finish in the 


top four, Tom Osborne was losing to Barry 
Switzer and a web site was the corner of your liv- 
ing room ceiling. Watch out—Bobby Bowden's 
going to make it nine years in a row. New quar- 
terback Thad Busby has a big arm and the quick 
feet that Danny Kanell didn’t. And how inexperi- 
enced can any quarterback look with Warrick 
Dunn behind him and Andre Cooper, E.G. Green 
and freshman star-to-be Randy Moss catching 
passes? The Seminoles will need to stay healthy 
on the offensive line. The defense didn’t meet 
Florida State standards, so Bowden shifted four 
coaches. Former Seminole All-American nose 
tackle Odell Haggins will coach the interior line. 
End Reinard Wilson and linebacker Daryl Bush 
are potential award winners. 


RB Warrick Dunn 
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7 =) You know what they say about the 
| Comhuskers—they don't rebuild, they 
Teform. There's no Tommie Frazier, no 
Lawrence Phillips and, naturally, no 
problem. The one law Nebraska will 
| break this season is the law of aver- 
| ages. Frazier’s skills and mental tough- 
mess can’t be replaced, but Stanford 
transfer Scott Frost gets first shot. 
Phillips won't be missed. Anman Green 
and Damon Benning proved that last 
year. The reason Nebraska will remain 
a power? Ask Florida. Five players from 
the defensive front seven retum, The 
next team to stop Jared Tomich, Grant 
2 Wistrom and Terrell Farley & Co. from 
IS moving the line of scrimmage will be 
2 the first. 


i RB Ahman Green 


Don't make too much of the 62-24 loss 
to Nebraska. The Gators stil rule the 
Southeastern Conference. Danny 
Wuerffel, aka the Last Boy Scout, has 
retumed for his final year of milk, cook- 
ies and touchdown passes, Wuerffel is 
‘one of eight starters back from an 
offense that scored 74 touchdowns, Ike 
Hilliard will be Wuerffel’s favorite target. 
The most important Gator on defense is 
new coordinator Bob Stoops, who 
developed All-American defensive 
backs galore at Kansas State. He has 
four starters returning in the secondary 
but must rebuild the line. Road games 
at Tennessee and Florida State provide 
early and late tests. The Gators won't 
pass both of them. 


G Donnie Young 


Will junior quarterback Peyton Manning 
run for governor? Will Peyton Manning 
tun for his life? Will Tennessee gain a 
foothold on the national championship 
without using legal cleats? Manning 
may be the best college quarterback in 
the nation. Wide receivers Joey Kent 
and Marcus Nash combine speed and 
hands, Tailback Jay Graham gained 
1,438 yards running out of Manning's 
shadow, But only right tackle Robert 
Poole retums on the line. Tennessee, 
like Colorado, must figure out how to 
beat the bully on its block. Florida 
torched Tennessee for 62 points last 
year. The retum of senior safety Jason 
Parker from his one-year phone-scam 
| suspension will help. 


H WR Joey Kent 


In most cases, when only six starters 
are missing from a 10-2 team, you 
can start measuring ring sizes. But 
the Buffaloes still have a hurdle to 
overcome (it's big and red), 
Colorado's adjustment to the 4-3 front 
appeared complete at season's end, 
but the Buffs must prove it against the 
Nebraskas, Middle linebacker Matt 
Russell proves it against everybody. 
Two very important Buffs are return- 
~ ing from knee surgery. In the sec- 
/ ondary, Dalton Simmons is trying to 
regain the form he took into the '95 
| Fiesta Bowl, Quarterback Koy 
sag Detmer participated in 7-on-7 drills in 
the spring. The schedule is a killer-— 

5 cor it may breed one. 


LB Matt Russell 


old days back to Troy. In the first three 
months of this year, the Trojans won a 
Rose Bowl and unveiled an academic 
scandal. History says USC won't return 
fo Pasadena—no Pac-10 team has 
since Washington (1990-92 seasons). 
Quarterback Brad Otton and tailback 
Delon Washington will play behind a 
line in which only two players have 
iy started a game. Good thing the 

12 defense is strong. Tackles Darrell 
= Russell and Matt Keneley, along with 
j= end Willie Lowery, anchor a tough line, 
45 and the secondary includes super 
i sophomore Dayion McCutcheon and 
= Quincy Harrison on the comers and 
2 Brian Kelly at safety. 


a John Robinson has brought the good 
‘ 


QB Brad Otton 
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Lou Holtz has his kind of team: Notre 
Dame will run and run, The Irish return 
five linemen with starting time, The key 
is how well sophomore Mike Rosenthal 
switches from tackle to guard, Autry 
Denson, Randy Kinder, Robert Farmer 
‘and Mare Edwards combined for 2,415 
rushing yards and 27 touchdowns last 
year. Ron Powlus' broken left arm has 
healed. Whether his right arm gets 
used depends on whether the Irish find 
“dg someone—anyone—who can caich. 
5 The defense mirrors the offense, The 
= front seven may be the best since the 
= late 1980s, headed by end Renaldo 
@ Wynn. The secondary is, um, not. If 
= opposing passers survive the rush, 
theyll thive. Thats a big it. 


Es 
EF TB Randy Kinder 
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Since the end of last season, the 
Hurricanes have been put on probation, 
missed a bowl game, leamed that team- 
mate Marlin Bares was murdered and 
lost senior wide receiver Jammi 
German—perhaps for the season—to a 
knee injury. The games can't start soon 
‘enough. Ten starters retum on defense, 
but the one hole is big—middle line- 
backer Ray Lewis left early for the NFL. 
Senior James Burgess or touted fresh- 
man Nathaniel Webster will step in. Free 
safety Tremain Mack is a star pass 
defender and kick blocker. Quarterback 
Ryan Clement and tailback Danyell 
Ferguson will benefit from a veteran line. 
If center K.C. Jones returns to pre-knee 
surgery form, he's an All-American. 


CK. Jones 


i 
_f 


Just to make sure his players are as 
young as they say, John Mackovic 
asked if they recalled the last time the 
Longhorns won a January 1 bowl. 
‘When none of them could (it was 1982), 
Mackovic relaxed. No Ron McKelvey: 
Weavers in this group. This past New 
Year's Eve, Virginia Tech beat up Texas 
in the Sugar Bowl, Seven starters on 
each side retum older and stronger. 
Quarterback James Brown, fullback 
Ricky Williams and receiver Mike 
Adams are the best at what they do in 

the Big 12 South. Texas must replace 

NZ defensive end Tony Brackens. 
Comerback Bryant Westbrook anchors 

iz the secondary. One problem: Kicker 
> Phil Dawson had spring knee surgery. 


FB Ricky Williams 


The Tigers lost eight starters, but the 
most important newcomer is 56 years 
old. Defensive coordinator Bill Oliver 
comes from rival Alabama to resurrect 
a unit that gave up 21.8 points and 385 
yards a game last year. How quickly the 
Tigers translate Oliver's complex 
‘schemes into action will determine the 
offense’s load. But it can carry a lot. 
Tigers fans believed junior quarterback 
Dameyune Craig was better than 
Patrick Nix last season. Fred Beasley 
fetums to tailback after a year at full- 
back. The biggest hole to fil, literally 
and figuratively, was left by offensive 
tackle Willie Anderson, who went to the 

= NFL early. The offensive line had better 

Hz come together quickly. 

lz 


LB Takeo Spikes 


ROBN 


The Hawkeyes weren't equal to their 
8-4 record last year, when they went 
2-8 against winning teams, But they're 
better now. Why? The same players 
are back, 16 starters in all. The 
defense must carry the load early, 
while the offensive line rebuilds. No 
‘sweat, not with tackle Jared DeVries, 
end Bill Ennis-Inge and corners Plez 
Atkins and Tom Knight. Matt Sherman: 
is the best returning passer in the Big 
Ten. Senior Sedrick Shaw is a rare 
find—he ran for 1,477 yards and 
i dissed the NFL. The four consecutive 


; games the Hawkeyes lost last year 


return in order: Penn State, Ohio 
# State, Illinois, Northwestem. Three- 
= and-one will mean Roses. 


RB Sedrick Shaw 


It's a good thing you win with defense. 
Otherwise, Joe Patero's 31st season 
would be long, As itis, only three offen- 
sive starters return. JoePa auditioned 
for line help from the defense. Early on, 
quarterback Wally Richardson will have 
to scramble and tailback Curtis Enis will 
take a hit. The defense got bumed by 
the pass last season, but chalk it up to 
inexperience. The secondary, led by 
cornerback Brian Miller and safety Kim 
Herring, now is a plus. Mix it with a 
tough rushing defense led by tackle 
Brandon Noble and linebacker Gerald 
Filardi, and the offense will get time to 


E 


i grow. The schedule is tough. No 


S$ Kim Herring 


Quarterback Donovan McNabb got the 
starting job the day before the opener, 
led the Orangemen to a 9-3 record, 
closed with a 41-0 rout of Clemson in 
the Gator Bowl and served as a scrub 
‘on the Final Four basketball team. For 
an encore, McNabb will be chosen 
chancellor. Syracuse would settle for a 
Big East title. The left side of the offen- 
sive line is new and the Orange is 


shopping for a deep threat now that 
Marvin Harrison is gone. Junior wide 
receiver_Jim Turner may be the 
answer. The league's best secondary 
ig features cornerback Kevin Abrams and 
safety Donovin Darius, but the 
= Orangemen won't get their rings unti 


FB Rob Konrad 
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Coming off the most disappointing 11- 
victory season in Buckeyes history, 
Ohio State has to replace a Heisman 
winner, a Biletnikoff winner and a three- 
year starter at quarterback. It's not as 
bad as you think. Four offensive line- 
men, including massive tackle Orlando 
Pace, will give the new guys lots of 
Tom. Stanley Jackson leads JC trans- 
fer Mark Garcia in the race to start at 
quarterback. Tailback Pepe Pearson 
lacks Eddie George's size, but he still 
averaged 4.6 yards per carry in '95. 
Ten starters retum on defense, includ- 
ing star ends Matt Finkes and Mike } 
Vrabel. The Buckeyes play four road | 
games in five weeks down the stretch. | 
Maybe last year won't look so bad. | 


T Orlando Pace 


The only thing more crowded than 
Phoenix freeways is the Sun Devils’ 
bandwagon, Everyone but Frank Kush 
feturns for Arizona State, which won. 
four of its last five. In an era when. 
senior All-American is an oxymoron, 
the Sun Devils have three candidates; 
quarterback Jake Plummer, offensive 
tackle Juan Roque and receiver Keith 
Poole. Arizona State averaged 28 
points last season and coach Bruce 
‘Snyder thinks his team can add a 
touchdown to that. The Sun Devils 
© could use it—they scored 20 or more 
points in four of five losses. The key to 
the defense will be developing a pass 
rush, Free safety Mitchell Freedman is 
= the key to the rebirth. 


Ef QB Jake Plummer 


is a good team, but in the Big 12, 
1& “good” ain't good enough. 
Ed 
i y 2 LB Dat Nguyen 


This team is classic Aggie: lots of 
defense and lots of what-ifs on offense. 
Linebacker Keith Mitchell is the latest in 
a long line of A&M greats, Defensive 
end Brandon Mitchell is related only in 
the sense that he also eats quarter- 
backs. Early games against BYU and 
Colorado will test a young secondary 
headed by comerback Donovan Greer. 
Junior Branndon Stewart, a Texas 
native who went to Tennessee with 
Peyton Manning and left because of 
him, takes over at quarterback. 
Sophomore “triplets” Sirr Parker, Eric 
Berard and D'Andre Hardeman will 
share replacing Leeland McElroy. This 


The Cavaliers have won at least seven 
games in each of the past nine sea- 
sons, which means George Welsh 
loses about as often as he smiles. Mr. 
Warmth proved to the rest of the ACC. 
last season that Florida State can be 
beaten. That bodes well for tailback 
Tiki Barber, who will battle the 
Seminoles’ Warrick Dunn for national 
acclaim. Since the Cavaliers have no 
experience at quarterback or receiver, 
Barber must carry the offense. The 
defense is solid up front, led by line- 
backers James Farrior and Jamie 
Sharper. Cornerback Ronde Barber 
le (Tik’s twin) and safety Anthony 
IS Poindexter head a young secondary. 
}2 The schedule is a load. 


: RB Tiki Barber 


| of quarterback Herb Tyler and tailback 


Gerry DiNardo brought back the magic; 
now it’s time to bring back a title. LSU 
has a chance. The sophomore combo 


Kevin Faulk is the best in the SEC 
West. Tight end David LaFleur will con- 
trol the middle of the field. A young 
receiver—is that you, Chris Beard?— 
must provide the deep threat Eddie 
Kennison took to the NFL. The Tigers’ 
biggest question is on defense. With 
end Gabe Northern gone, will the pass 
tush go south? Not with tackles Chuck 
Wiley and Anthony McFarland, line- 
backer Allen Stansberry and comer- 
jz back Denard Walker. The Tigers' tale 
12 will be told at Aubum, at Florida and at 
|2 Arkansas. 


THE SPORT 


TB Kevin Faulk 


62 The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


You can see the hair rising on the 
Hokies’ necks: Picked third in the Big 
East after a 10-2 season? We can 
explain: Almost half the defense is 
gone. End Cornell Brown and free safe- 
ty Torrian Gray will try to hold things 
together. The good news is that the 
‘offense is back, Jim Druckenmiller 
plays quarterback with a linebacker's 
mentality. Junior Ken Oxendine takes 
2 over at tailback, but coach Frank 
2 Beamer must find new receivers. After 
2 a September visit to Syracuse, Virginia 
E Tech plays East Carolina, at Miami, 
2 


HY 


West Virginia and Virginia in 
1 November. That's a lot to ask of any 
‘= team in one month, even one that has 
2 an inferiority complex, 


ag FS Torrian Gray 
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20. OREGON 


21. KANSAS STATE 


‘ALBERT DIK 


For Oregon to make it three premier 
bowl trips in a row, a young defense 
must grow up quickly. There is plenty of 
excitement on offense. Who can stop 
quarterback Tony Graziani? Who dares 
stop Josh Wilcox, a tight end with an 
Oakland Raiders attitude and, yes, 
Oakland Raiders talent. Who replaces 
tailback Ricky Whittle? Sophomore 
Kevin Parker gets first quack. The spe- 
cial teams are in good shape now that 

‘2 kicker/punter Matt Belden has returned 

2 from an injury redshirt. Coach Mike 

f= Bellotti has a new, long-term deal, 

'g; which eases the pain of breaking in two 

# new coordinators and a new defense. 

3 Junior cornerback Kenny Wheaton will 
be the star of that defense, 


QB Tony Graziani 


Now that the Wildcats have won 28: 
games in three seasons, they can do 
something else only good teams do— 
win seven games and have an off year. 
Quarterback Brian Kavanagh proved in 
a relief role in the Holiday Bow! that 
Kansas State will experience little 
dropoff from Matt Miller. Of course, 
wide receiver Kevin Lockett would 


learns will determine the season. 
© There's little depth on defense, and the 
= schedule toughens with the entrance 
B into the Big 12. 


CB Joe Gordon 


Peace reigns in Tuscaloosa, where the 
coaches bickered offen last season. The 
team reflected the dissension. Gene 
Stallings promoted Mike Dubose to 
defensive coordinator and Woody 
McCorvey to the same job with the 
offense, which means either is “Bebe's” 
likely successor. The good news is that 


four offensive line starters, quarterback 
Freddie Kitchens and tailback Dennis 
Riddle retum. With six returning 
starters, Dubose can afford to rush the 
passer and leave corners Deshea 
Townsend and Fernando Bryant to fend 
for themselves (they will). Alabama 
won't feel the squeeze of NCAA proba- 
tion for two years. This team will give 
lo the fans memories for the lean times 
8 ahead. 


OLB Dwayne Rudd 


Guess they figure now that they gave 
Loyd Carr the permanent office, they 
can beat up on him with a brutal sched- 
ule. Nine starters return on defense, 
but how did a team that led the Big Ten 
against the run lose four times? The 
passing game never jelled on either 
side of the ball. After linebacker Jarrett 
Irons and corners Charles Woodson 
and Clarence Thompson, all the 
Wolverines need is a rush. End Glen 
|, Steele can't do it alone; some young- 
1 ters must come through, On offense, 
1g quarterbacks Scott Dreisbach and 
= Brian Griese learned on the job last 


"}® year. Unfortunately, their receivers 


# must do the same this year, as does 
tailback Clarence Wiliams. 


LB Jarrett Irons 


25. NORTHWESTERN 


In January, Clemson lost, 41-0, to 
Syracuse in the Gator Bow! and leg- 
endary former coach Frank Howard 
died. In February, four Tigers were 
arrested and charged with raping a fel- 
low student, Not good omens as 
Clemson embarks on its football cen- 
tennial. But the Tigers may celebrate 
yet. Quarterback Nealon Greene, tall- 
back Raymond Priester and fullback 
Emory Smith give coach Tommy West 
every type of skill an offense needs. 
But only two starters return on the line, 
The defense is young, but that may not 
matter. As a freshman last year, line- 
backer Anthony Simmons led the 
Tigers with 150 tackles. The year will 
end better than it began. 


7B Raymond Priester 


Ei 
E 
B 


What could the Wildcats do to top last 
season? How many losses will it take 
for the bandwagon to empty? The sec- 
ond question won't be answered soon: 
Too many Wildcats are wearing Rose 
Bowl rings. Tailback/actor Darnell 
‘Autry returns with 1,675 rushing yards 
from '95 on his resume. Junor wide 
receiver D'Wayne Bates is a coming 
star and quarterback Steve Schnur is 
the level-headed leader. Inside line- 
backer Pat Fitzgerald missed the 
> Spring because of last season's bro- 


JE ken leg, He leads a veteran defense, 


i= The schedule is easier, but the 
2 Wildcats won't get every bounce this 
= season. If they finish 8-4 instead of 10-2, 
2 will the alums complain? 


RB Darnell Autry 
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70. Miami (Ohio) 


Its unlikely that Cade 
McNown and his team- 
mates will go bowling this 
season under new coach 
Bob Toledo. The Bruins 


26. Washington 


27. Kansas 71. Memphis should finish in the middle 
28. Utah 72. Rice of the pack in the Pao-10. 
29. Baylor 73. Vanderbilt 
seman 1 COLLEGE BOWL SCHEDULE 
31. Texas Tech 75, Minnesota 
82. Stanford 76. Duke BOWL SITE. Vv MATCHUP. 
33, Georgia 77. Oregon State Las Vegas Bowl Las Vegas Be ra ___MAC #1 vs. Big West #1 
34, San Diego State 78, Utah State ‘Aloha Bow! Honolulu ABC Pac-10 #4 vs. Big 12 46 
i Haka Bow! Auckland, New Zealand Deo. 26 ESPN Pac-10 #9 vs. Open 
pecera bam oung TOE CopperBowl Tucson, Ariz, =D, 27 ESPN WAG #2 vs. Big 12 #5 
36. Michigan State 80. Nevada ow! Miami Dee. 27 TBS/Raycom Big East #9 vs. ACC #4 
97, Georgia Tech 81. Eastern Michigan — Memphis Deo. 27 0r28 ESPN Conference USA #1 vs. Big East #4 
38. East Carolina 82. Houston ACC #3vs.SEC #4 
39, West Virginia 83, Army Alamo Bowl __ _ Big 10 #4 vs, Big 12 #4 = 
40. Boston College 84, Toledo Holiday Bow! WAG #1/Pac-10 #2 vs, Big 12#3 
i Independe SEC #5 vs. Open 

oa ee Si em Terns a Orange Bowl - Alliance #4 vs, Aliance #6 

2, South Carolina 86. Bowling Green Sun Bow! El Paso, Texas Pac-10 #5 vs. Big 10 #5 
43. Arkansas 87. Rutgers Citrus Bowl Orlando Big 10 #2 vs, SEC #2 
44, Purdue 88. New Mexico. Cotton Bow! Dallas Wae #1/Pac-10 #2 vs, Big 12 #2 
45, UCLA 89. Western Michigan Fiesta Bowl Tempe, Ariz. Alliance #3 vs, Alliance #5 
46, Wisconsin 90. Naw Gator Bowl Jacksonville ACC #2.vs, Big East #2 
47, Maryland 91. SW Louisiana = EADIE tats 
48, California . 92. Louisiana Tech => Alacs Hi ta anancare 
49, Mississippi State 98. Tulane 
50. Wyoming 94. Hawaii 
51. NG. Sale 25 Nothem nai OACHIN HANGE 
52, Cincinnati 96. Wake Forest DIVISION I-A 
53. Louisville 97. Central Michigan SCHOOL OLD COACH NEW COACH NEW COACH'S FORMER POSITION 
54, Washington State 98. NE Louisiana California Keith Gilbertson ‘Steve Mariucc! Green Bay Packers QB coach 

; Georgia Ray Goff sim Donnan Marshall coach 
56. Indiana 99. Arkansas State Hawaii Bob Wagner Fred vonAppen Colorado defensive line coach 
56, Pitt 100. Texas-El Paso Louisiana Tech Joe Raymond Peace Gary Crowton. Louisiana Tech offensive coordinator 
" Nevada Chris Ault To be annnouced 
ak cis fan HOT ASIon Northern Illinois Chartie Sadler Joe Novak Indiana defensive coordinator 
58. Mississippi 102. Idaho Oklahoma Howard Schnellenberger John Blake Dallas Cowboys DL coach 
59. Oklahoma 103. Boise State Rutgers ‘Doug Graber Terry Shea B.C. Lions (CFL) quarterback coach 
60. Fresno State 104, San Jose State UCLA Terry Donahue Bob Toledo UCLA offensive coordinator 
61. Missouri 405. UNLV patter if DIVISION I-AA : 
7 D COACH NEW COACH NEW COACH'S FORMER POSITION 
62, Air Force 106. Kent Boston University Dan Allen Tom Masella Faltfield coach* 
63. Southern Miss 107. Central Florida Colgate Ed Sweeney Dick Biddle Colgate running backs coach 
. Fairfield” Tom Masella Kevin Kiesel Albright coach 
64. Oklahoma State 108. New Mexico State Georgia Southem Tim Stowers Frank Eliwoodt Ga, Southern assistant AD 
65. Tulsa 109. Ohio University Holy Cross Peter Vaas Dan Allen Boston U. coach 
Hlinois State sim Heacock Todd Berry East Carolina offensive coordinator 
owe oie MEDS Marshall sim Donnan Bob Pruett Florida defensive coordinator 
67. Kentucky 111. Ala.-Birmingham San Diego Brian Fogarty ‘Tobe announced 
68. SMU Southem Utah Jack Bishop Rich Ellerson Arizona assistant 
Tennessee State Bill Davis LG. Cole Cincinnati assistant 

69. Colorado State Tennessee Tech Jim Ragland Mike Hennigan Tenn, Tech defensive coordinator 


*—Fairfield begins play this season. +—Ellwood will serve as interim coach this season. 
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LEAGUE RANKINGS 


The new kid on the block is the toughest kid on the block 


By MIKE HUGUENIN 


There has been a tremendous reshuffling on the college football 
scene. The storied Southwest Conference is no more; instead, four 
old SWC teams have joined with the former Big Eight members to 
make the Big 12. The wild and wacky WAC has a staggering 16 
teams. Another new league, Conference USA, makes its football 
debut. The Big West goes from 10 teams to six. And four schools 
are making the big step from Division I-AA to Division LA. 

With the new alignments also comes a reshuffling in the league 
rankings. Listen in on THE SpoRTING NEws 1996 conference call: 


1. BIG 12 

‘Teams: 12 (Baylor, Colorado, lowa State, Kansas, Kansas State, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma State, Texas, Texas A&M, Texas Tech). Comment: The new kid on the block also is 
the bully on the block—at least for this season. A lot of people think the Big 12 is the best league 
because its teams went 6-1 in bowls last season. That's nonsense—in realty, only one bow! 
meant anything last season, and, yes, a Big 12 team won it. But quite simply, the reason this is 
the best league is that there is @ ton of talent—and a fot of good teams. Eight teams (al but lowa 
State, Missouri, Oklahoma and Oklahoma State) look to be contenders for the Top 25. No other 
eague—this season, at least—is that deep. That's why the Big 12is No. 1 


2. SOUTHEASTERN 
Teams: 12 (Alabama, Arkansas, Aubum, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, LSU, Missisipgi, MsSssippi 
State, Tennessee, South Carolina, Vanderbit). Comment: Yes, the longime No. 1 has fallen to 
No, 2, But its not realy that big a distance between the Big 12 and the SEC. Florida and 
Tennessee can play with anybody in the nation. Auburn is geting there. Another season or so, and 
LSU looks asf it wil be there, Alabama always has one ofthe best defenses in the nation (now, if 
Gene Stalings ever realizes you need a good offense, too, watch out). South Carolina, under 
coach Brad Soott, has recruited wel and appears on the verge of being able to consistently chal- 
lenge forthe upper division in the SEC East. Perhaps a change in coaches wil put Georgia back 
in the hunt for the SEC title. And Arkansas and Mississippi Ste oocasionally rise up and contend, 
As for Kentucky, Vandy and Mississippi, the best that can be said is that: 1.) Kentucky sure can 
play basketbal; 2.) It sure is easy to get good tickets fora game at Vandy: and 3.) The pre-game 
walkthrough ‘The Grove" at Ole Missi string. 
3. BIG TEN 

Teams: 11 (llinos, Indiana, lova, Michigan, Michigan Stale, Minnesota, Northwestem, Penn State, 
Purdue, Ohio State, Wisconsin). Comment: There's been alot of tak recently about the Big Ten's 
failure to be a factor inthe past couple of NCAA basketball tournaments. Hey, what about football? 
No Big Ten team has won the national ite since Ohio Stale in 1968. (Yes, Penn State won in “82 
‘and 86, but the Nitany Lions weren't in the league then. And, yes, Penn State in’94 finished unde- 
feated—but behind Nebraska in the pols) Sil, Big Ten teams play good football, Penn State, 
Michigan and Ohio State are as sold as fotball programs can be (though it wouldn't hut to see the 
‘Wolverines andlor Buckeyes win a couple of big games}. Gary Bamett could have Northwestern on 
the cusp of challenging each year (hough that was sald about Bary Alvarez and Wisconsin two 
years ago). lowe looks as if it will be a national contender of sorts this season (though the 
Hawkeyes have been to a “major” bow just once inthe past 10 seasons). You see, fr every good 
thing, there seemingly isa bad. That brings us fo Minnesota, indiana and Purdue—three programs 
that have had one combined Top 20 finish sinos the 1980 season. And, no, we haven’ forgotten 
Wino, Here's the deal: When linois has @ consistent ofense, well mention them in more depth. 


4, PACIFIC-10 
Teams: 10 (Arizona, Arizona State, California, Oregon, Oregon State, Southem California, 
Stanford, UCLA, Washington, Washington State). Comment: Unik the other conference with the 
word “Ten” in its name, this league does indeed have 10 teams. The Pac-10 is comfortably ahead of 
the ACC in terms of ootbal, buts not nearly as trong as the Big Ten. There isnot a potential No. 
1 team i this league; indeed, no Pao-10 team has finished in the Top 10 sinoe Washington won a 
share ofthe naional fie in'91. There appears to be a numberof good young coaches inthe con- 
ference (Stanford's Tyrone Witingham, Oregon's Mike Bello, Ca's Steve Mariucc), so there's 
some hope that the Pac-10 can improve as a whole, 
5. ATLANTIC COAST 
Teams: 9 (Clemson, Duke, Florida Stale, Georgia Tech, Maryland, North Caroina, North Carolina 
State, Virginia, Wake Forest). Comment: The gap between the Pac-10 and the ACC is a lange 
one, Bottom line: The ACC is a basketball league. Yes, FSU is @ powerhouse. And, yes, Virginia, 
North Carolina and Clemson traditionally are strong. And Tech and N.C. State generally have 
solid teams. Stl, except at Clemson and FSU, graduates and students care more about basKet- 
ball than football. And that's why the ACC almost always isthe strongest hoops leaque. 
6. BIG EAST 

Teams: 8 (Boston College, Miami, Pitt, Rutgers, Syracuse, Temple, Virginia Tech, West 
Virginia). Comment: There are some good teams in this league, like Miami, Syracuse 
and Virginia Tech. But there also are some really bad teams in this league, like Temple 
and Rutgers. Temple coach Ron Dickerson may be fighting a lost cause. If new Rutgers 
coach Terry Shea can just keep New Jersey talent from heading out of state, Rutgers has 
a chance to be a player in this league. The key to this conference's national stature is 
Miami. If coach Butch Davis can overcome the NCAA-imposed recruiting sanctions, 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 


Expect Nebraska's Terrell Farley and other Big 12 linebackers to put the 
wood to undermanned nonconference foes throughout this season. 


Miami—and the league—will be allright. 


7. WESTERN ATHLETIC 
‘Teams: 16 (Ai Force, Brigham Young, Colorado State, Fresno Stale, Hawai, New Mexico, Fice, 
‘San Diego Stale, San Jose State, Southem Methodist, Texas Christian, Texas-El Paso, Tulse, 
UNLV, Utah, Wyoming). Comment: Talk about your far-ung conferences. The WAC now encom- 
‘passes five time zones. The addition of Rice, SMU and TCU brings in teams with some football 
{radtion. At the same time, though, it's hard to imagine folks in Dallas-Fort Worth getting too 
worked up about a San Jose Stale at SMU game, oF folks in Salt Lake City getting too excited 
bout Rice at Utah though both schools do play their home games at Rice Stadium), The upshot: 
The WAC did improve, albeit sightly, with the infux of six new teams. This league isn't as far be- 
hind the Big East as some might think. 
8. CONFERENCE USA 
Teams: 6 (Gonna, Houston, Louie, Mets, Souhem Nisssspo, Tulane). Comment: As was proved 
lest season, tis is an excelent basketal lesave. Butn tems of foal mis behind the WAC and only a 
‘ew yas chead of fe MAC. Cncnnai coach Fick Miner has cone a god job of ebulting the Bearcals; as 
10h, dont expect Miter—a omer assent o Lou Hotz at Note Dame—to stay around much lnget There 
‘a two ways to characte the reaing five teams in the league: rebuicng or oad Kil. Because of eco- 
Toric reasons, aot these fea are forced fo play murderous oad schedies. But untl—-or unless these 
teamsimprve,twalbe ft way eve yea. 
9. MID-AMERICAN 
Teams: 10 (Avon, Bal Si, Boring Green, Cental Michigan, Eastem Wicigan, Kent Mami of Ono, 0 
Universi, Toledo, Westem Michigan). Comment: As usu, there is some good talent here—Toledo RB 
Waseen Tat Bal Ste P Brad Maynard, Cental Michigan S Quincy Wight, Mai OLB Dee Oshome, But 2s 
sud here's not alot ot And her abo re some ly bad teams—Abon, Kent and Ohio have been ariong 
the 10orso wort Dison FA leems fore past ree seasons. 
10. BIG WEST 

‘Teams: 6 (Boise Stale, laho, Nevada, New Mexico Stale, North Texas, Uiah Stale). Comment: 
AN least the name fits now. For the past couple of yeas, “Big West" wasn't an apt name for a 
league that included schools in Louisiana, Arkansas and llinois. Boise State and Idaho have 
moved up from the Division AA Big Sky Conference. I you ike a lot of offense, Nevada is a 
team to watch. The Wolf Pack have finished frst or second inthe nation in total offense the past 
three seasons and four ofthe past fe. 


10a. INDEPENDENTS 
‘Teams: 11. Comment: Yeah, we know “Independents isnt really a league. Wee going to have a 
litte quiz, anyway. Excepting Notre Dame, Army and Navy, name the other eight football indepen 
dens. Its tough. And—quite frankly—the football isn't to good. Two ofthe independents Cental 
Florida and Alabama Birmingham—are new to Division LA. While is hard to imagine UCF or UAB 
‘ever chalenging for supremacy in their respective states, there is enough high school talent in 
‘hose states for those two schools to perhaps become sold midevel programs. And with that kind 
‘of poten, you have to think some league (Conference USA, perhaps?) will want to snap those 
schools up. The other independents, by the way: East Caroina (a vety sold mic-evel program; so 
ity arent the Pirates in a Jeague? Location, location, location); Northeast Louisiana; Arkansas 
Sate; Louisiana Tech; Southwestem Louisiana; and Nothem lino, The last four were inthe Big 
‘West last season. Norther linis wil be in the MAC next season, + 
‘Mike Huguenin is an assistant managing editor for Tut SPORTING NEWS. 
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NORTH DIVISION 


Senior end Jared Tomich is one of seven re- 
turning starters on a fierce Nebraska defense. 


NEBRASKA 


Offensive strengths: The usual 
bodies, great legs. A trio of 300- une 
linemen (Eric Anderson, Aaron Taylor and 
Chris Dishman) form a beefy nucleus for 
an attack that rushed for 399.8 yards a 
game in 95. Running behind them will be 
gifted Lbacks Ahman Green (Big Eight 
freshman of the year), Damon Benning, 
James Sims and perhaps freshman 
DeAngelo Evans. 
Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback. 
That’s not to say junior Scott Frost, who 
went to Stanford in 1993 as a drop-back 
passer but was the starting free safety and 
backup QB when he transferred in 1994, 
isn’t capable. Depth is a problem. Senior 
Matt Turman, a former walk-on, is the only 
returning QB with game experience. 
Defensive strengths: Dismal news for 
Big 12 passers: Ends Grant Wistrom and 
Jared Tomich are two of seven returning 
starters and might be Nebraska's best-ever 
pass-rushing tandem. The hyper brother 
act of down linemen Christian and Jason 
Peter is down to only Jason, but he’s an All- 
American candidate. Not many running 
backs can outrun Terrell Farley (Big Eight 
defensive newcomer of the year) and his 
linebacker mates. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
loses starters Tyrone Williams and Tony 
Veland, which will put pressure on the pass 
. Tush to be as good as advertised. Williams’ 
replacement might not be finalized until 
true freshmen Mike and Ralph Brown (no 
relation) begin practicing. 
Special teams: Kicker Kris Brown and 
punter Jesse Kosch debuted exceptionally 
well last season. Brown set a freshman 
school scoring record (97 points) and 
Kosch averaged 40.3 yards per punt. 
Key to success: Frost doesn’t have to be 
Tommie Frazier reincarnate at quarter- 
back, but he does have to offer some ver- 
satility. Failing that, the Huskers will have 
to tailor their offense to Frost, which prob- 
ably isn’t the option coach Tom Osborne 


BiG 12 


Conference Rank: 1 
By KIRK BOHLS and B.G. BROOKS 


PREDICTION 


NORTH DIVISION 
1. NEBRASKA 

2, COLORADO 

3. KANSAS STATE 
4. KANSAS 
5 
6 


. MISSOURI 

IOWA STATE 
SOUTH DIVISION 

1, TEXAS 

2. TEXAS A&M 

3. BAYLOR 

4. TEXAS TECH 

5. OKLAHOMA 

6. OKLAHOMA STATE 


has in mind. 

Outlook: Once again, Nebraska is loaded. 
September offers three decent tuneups for 
the Big 12 opener at Kansas State, but 
don’t be stunned if the Huskers roll un- 
beaten into the Thanksgiving weekend 
game against Colorado. They'll win that 
game, too, and roll into St. Louis for the in- 
augural Big 12 championship game. From 
there, who knows? 


CORNHUSKERS DATA 

Goach: Tom Osbome (281-47-3, 23 years). 

1995 record: 12-0 (beat Florida in Fiesta Bow), Big Eight; 

70st. 

Key losses: Reggie Baul, SE; Doug Colman, MLB; Phil Elis, 

MLB; Tommie Frazier, QB; Mark Gilman, TE; Aaron Graham, 

; Clester Johnson, WB; Jeff Makovicka, FB; Steve Ott, G; 

Christian Peter, DT; Lawrence Philips, RB (declared for NFL 

rat); Tony Veland, FS; Tyrone Willams, CB, 

Starters returning: Offense (4): Eric Anderson, T,6-4/200, 

‘Jt Chris Dishman, G (moved from 7), 6-3310, Sr; Ahman 

Green, RB, 6-0/240, Soph, Aaron Taylor, C (moved from G), 

6-1/305, Jr, Defense: (7): Michael Booker, CB, -2/205, Sr; 

Terrell Farley, OLB, 6-1/205, Sr; Jay Foreman, ILB (mov 
S, 5-10/190, 


51/200, Soph, Jesse Kosch, P,6-0/185, 

Other key returnees: Damon Benning, RB, Sr; Tim 
Carpenter, TE, Jt; Mike Fullman, CB, Sr; Jon Hesse, MLB, 
Sr.; Brendan Holbein, SE, Sr.; Sheldon Jackson, TE, Soph.; 
Chad Kelsay, DE, Soph.; Jeff Ogard, DT, Sr.; Scott Saltsman, 
DT, Sr.; Brian Schuster, FB, Sr.; James Sims, AB, Jr; Eric 


Stokes, FS, St; Adam Treu, OT, Sr; Matt Turman, QB, Sr; 
Jon Vedral, WB, St; Eric Warfield, FS, Jr; Jamel Wiliams, 
OLB, Sr; Jon Zatechka, G, Jr 

‘Top newcomers: Mike Brown, DB, Fr; Raloh Brown, DB, Fr; 
DeAngelo Evans, RB, Fr.; Scott Frost, OB, Jt. 
(transferStanford); Tony Ontz, OLB, Fr. (RS); Jerome 
Peterson, CB, Fr. (RS); James Sherman, G, Fr. (FS). 
Reluring statistical leaders: Rushing: Green (141 at, 
1,086 yds., 87D); Passing: Turman (12 at. 4 comp., 2 INT, 
4 TD, 73 yds); Receiving: Vedra (14 rec, 272 yds, § TD); 
Tackles: Farley (62); Sacks: Tomich (10) 

Site: Lincoln Neb. Stadium: Memorial (72.700). 
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Last league title won: 1995. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—Michigan State Oct, 26—Kansas 
Sept. 21—at Arizona State Nov, 2—at Oklahoma 
‘Sept. 28—Colorado State Nov. 9—Missouri 
Oct. 5—at Kansas State Nov, 16—at lowa State 
Oct, 12—Baylor ‘Nov, 29—Colorado 


Oct. 19—at Texas Tech 


2. COLORADO 
Offensive strengths: The Buffaloes have 
three strong arms and five pairs of supple 
hands. Twp quarterbacks (Koy Detmer and 
John Hessler) and five receivers (tight end 
Matt Lepsis and wide receivers Rae Carruth, 
James Kidd, Phil Savoy and Chris Anderson) 
combined for 173 pass completions, 2,671 
yards and 23 touchdowns last season. 
Offensive weaknesses: The middle is 
muddled with the loss of four-year starting 
center Bryan Stoltenberg and three-year 
starting left guard Heath Irwin. Expect 
Northwestern transfer Adam Reed to suc- 
ceed Stoltenberg and Kyle Smith, a former 
left tackle, to succeed Irwin. 
Defensive strengths: Middle linebacker 
Matt Russell, who finished fourth in voting 
for the Butkus Award in 1995, is a big-time 
talent. So are the guys on either side of 
him. The weakside strong man is Hannibal 
Navies, up to 240 pounds and still consis- 
tently at 4.3/4.4 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash. Allen Wilbon, Ron Merkerson and 
Mike Phillips also started at linebacker at 
one time or another last season. 
Defensive weaknesses: The line is un- 
dersized. The starting tackles figure to be 
Ryan Olson (6-2, 255) and Viliami Maumau 
(6-2, 290), but at least two incoming 
freshmen (Jesse Warren and Sean Jarne) 
could challenge. 
Special teams: This could be a problem 
area. The punting game was kicked.around 
badly in 1995 (five blocks and a net average 
of 32.1 yards). It’s time for incumbent Andy 
Mitchell to step up or step aside. With 
steady Neil Voskeritchian graduated, place- 
ment duties fall to Jason Lesley, who kicked 
off most of the time last season. The kickoff 
return team also needs work, 


Senior guard Chris Naeole is the only 
returning starter in Colorado's interior line. 


400 PERCENT. BEGYCLED STOCK. 


Key to success: Developing a bigger, 
physical defensive line. With Nebraska in 
the same division, Colorado can’t reach the 
league title game this season (or any 
other) if it can’t stand up to the Huskers’ 
running game. 

Outlook; As usual, the Buffs have a 
boom-or-bust schedule that could put 
them in the national championship picture 
very early—or take them right out of it. A 
year in the 43 should allow for defensive 
improvement if corners Dalton Simmons, 
back from reconstructive knee surgery, 
and Kenny Wilkins hold up. A healthy 
Detmer and the wide-open, blurring-fast 
offense will be every defensive coordi- 
nator’s nightmare—except Nebraska's. 

BUFFALOES DATA 


Coach: Rick Neuheisel (10-2, 1 year) 
1995 record: 10:2 (beat Oregon in Cotton Bow). Big Eight: 
5-2/T2nd. 
Key losses: Tu. Cunningham, CB; Kerry Hicks, DT; Heath 
Irwin, G; Donnell Leomit, SS; Dary| Price, DE; Bryan 
Stoltenberg, G; Nel Voskeritchian,K. 

Starters returning: Otfense (8): Rae Carruth, WR, 5-11/190, 
‘St.John Hessler, OB, 6-2/195 Je; James Kidd, WR, 5-8/160, 
‘Sr; Matt Lepss, TE, 6-5/265, Sr. Chris Naeole, G, 6-4/295, 
Sr; Phil Savoy, WR, 6-8200, Jr; Kyle Smith, T, 6-6/285, Sr; 
Melvin Thomas, T, 6-3/286 Jr; Herchel Troutman, TB, 
5-7/180, Jt. Delense (7): Greg Jones, E, 6-4/240, Sr; on 
Merkerson, OLB, 6/240, Jt; Ryan Olson, NT, 6-2/255, ur; 
Mike Philips, OLB, 6-4/215, Jr; Steve Rosga, FS, 61/210, 
Sr; Matt Russel, LB, 6:2/240, Sr; Kenny Wikis, CB, 
6-8/210, Sr, Kickers (1): Andy Mitchell, P, 6-390, J. 
Other key returnees: Chris Anderson, WR, J; Marlon 
Barnes, TB, Jr; Ryan Black, SS, Jr; Elton Davis, OB, J; Koy 
Detmer, 0B, Sr; Lendon Henry, TB, Jt; Jason Lesley, K, Jr 
‘Aaron Marshal, DE, Soph, Vilami Maumau, DT, dt; 
Tennyson MeCary TE, Jc; Hannibal Navies, OLB, Soph; Ben 


Simmons, CB, Sr (RS/knee , 
Brandon Southward, OLB, Soph; Andrew Welsh, OT, 

‘Alen Wilbon, OLB, St; Nick Ziegler, DE, Soph 

Top newcomers: Tyronee Bussey, DE, Fr. (RS); Dwayne 
Cherrington, TB, Fr. (RS); Shane Cook, OT, Fr. (RS); Kane 
Cullum, OT, Fr. (RS); Sean Jama, DT, Fr; Ryan 
Jahanningmeler, G, Fr. (RS); Corey Kish, G, Fr. (RS);Adam 
Reed, C, Soph, (ransteNorthwestern); Jesse Warren, DL, 
Fr; Jeremy Weisinger, QB, Fr. (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Troutman (171 att., 
£826 yds, 5 TD); Passing: Hessler (268 at, 154 comp, 8 INT, 
20'TD, 2,196 yds); Receiving: Carruth (53 rec, 1,008 yds. @ 
TD); Tackles: Russell (119); Sacks: Jones (8). 

Site: Boulder, Colo. Stadium: Folsom Field (51,808) 

Last league title won: 1991. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 31—Washington State Oct. 26—Texas 
‘Sept. 7—at Colorado State Nov. 2—at Missouri 
‘Sept. 14—Michigan Nov. 9—lowa State 
‘Sept. 28—at Texas A&M Nov. 16—Kansas State 


Oct. 12—Oklahoma State 
Oct. 19at Kansas 


3. KANSAS STATE 


Offensive strengths: In center Jason 
Johnson and guards Kendyl Jacox and 
Ross Greenwood, K-State has one of the 
Big 12’s meanest middles. Those three 
have started a combined 56 games over 
the past two seasons and opened the holes 
for 1,893 rushing yards in "95—a 13-year K- 
State high. The top three tailbacks return. 
Offensive weaknesses: Who will catch the 
passes? A stable of fine receivers is down to 
Kevin Lockett, a senior AltAmerican candi- 
date who last season had Mitch Running 
and Tyson Schwieger to share the load. 
Also gone are the top two tight ends, who 
were big factors as blockers. 

Defensive strengths: Corners Chris 
Canty and Joe Gordon and free safety 
Mario Smith make the secondary second 


Nov, 29—at Nebraska 


6-21320, Jr; Jason Johnson, C, 63/275, St; Kevin Lockett, 
WR, 6-1/180, Sr. Defense 6): Chris Canty, CB, 5-10/180, Jr; 
DeShawn Fogle, LB, 6-235, Sr; J 

Sr; Travis Ochs, LB, 6-3/225, Soph. Mario Smith, FS, 6- 
10/490, Se; Nyle Wiren, E,6-1/250, Sr. Kickers (2); James 
Garcia, P, 6-2/195, Soph; Martin Gramatica, K, 59/160; Jt 
Other key returnees: Jimmy Dean, WR, St; Jarrett Grosccier, 
TE, ut; esis) CB, St; Brian Kavanagh, OB, St; Mike 
Lawrence, RB, 


dt; Brock Stefan, DT (moved trom G), Sx; Thad Swazer, DE, 
‘Sr; Andrew Timmons, DT, Sr; Todd Weiner, OT, Jr; Jabbar 
Wiliams, LB, Sr; Ryan Young, OT, Soph 

Top newcomers: Jonathan Beasley, OB, Fr; Kenneth Boule, 
DT; dt (NC); Lamar Chapman, SS, Fr. (RS); Jerome Evans, 
DT, dr (JC); Brian Goolsby, FB, Fr. (RS); Lance Grace, DT, Fr. 
{RS); Jason Hogaboom, DT, Fr, (RS); Darren Howard, DE, Fr, 
(RS); Damian Melntosh, OT, Fr. (RS); Cody Lee Smith, QB, Jt. 
(JCIRSiiness) 

Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Hickson (158 at, 
816 yds, 8 TD); Passing: Kavanagh (68 at, 98 comp,, 1 INT, 
51D, 437 yds); Receiving; Locket (56 rec., 797 yds., 13 
TD); Tackles: Smith (95); Sacks: Wicen (8), 

Site: Manhattan, Kan. Stadium: KSU (42,000) 

Last league title won: 1934, 


K-State quarterback Brian Kavanagh needs a car- 
ryover from his performance in the Holiday Bowl, 


to none; they were a big reason K-State led 
the Big Eight in pass defense last season. 
Canty and Gordon are the best pair of cor- 
ners in the nation. Watch for all three to 
earn postseason honors. 
Defensive weaknesses: Three line 
starters must be replaced, no small feat 
considering tackles Tim Colston and Ray 
Eagle and end Dirk Ochs accounted for 24 
of the Wildcats’ 38 sacks and helped them 
lead the nation in total defense (250.8 
yards a game). In addition, both defensive 
co-coordinators are gone, 
Special teams: Running, who holds the 
K-State single-season record for punt-re- 
turn yardage, will be missed. But no one 
else will. The top two punters and top two 
kickers return, including junior kicker 
Martin Gramatica (13-of-19 career). 
Key to success: Bill Snyder's pro-style of- 
fense puts a premium on quarterback play. 
Can Brian Kavanagh resume the pace that 
made him the Holiday Bowl’s MVP in relief 
of injured (and graduated) Matt Miller? 
Yes, and a third consecutive nine-victory 
season is possible. No, and a September 
scramble starts at quarterback. 
Outlook: In the past, Snyder scheduled 
September wins that set the tempo for Big 
Eight victories to follow. Should K-State de- 
feat Texas Tech on August 31, it should be 
4-0 when Nebraska visits Manhattan on 
October 5. But don’t expect an upset 
then—or a victory at Colorado a month 
later—unless able replacements surface on 
the defensive line and Kavanagh gets hot. 
For all their improvement, Snyder's 
Wildcats still seek breakthrough wins 
against Nebraska and Colorado. 
WILDCATS DATA 
Coach: Bill Snyder (46-33-1, 7 years) 
1985 record:10-2 (beat Colorado State in Holiday Bow). Big 
Eight: 5-2/T2nd. 
Key losses: Tim Colston, DT; David Damon; LB (could return 
to team in fal); Ray Eagle, DT; Percell Gaskins, LB: Scott 
Heun, OT; Brian Lojka, TE; Chuck Marlowe, SS; Matt Miler, 
QB; Dirk Ochs, DE: Chris Olimanns, OT; Mitch Running, WR: 


‘Tyson Schwieger, WR. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Ross Greenwood, G, 
6-4/200, Sr; Eric Hickson, RB, 5-10/195, dr; Kendyl Jacox, G, 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—Texas Tech Oct. 19—at Texas A&M 
‘Sept. 7—indiana State Oct, 26—Oklahoma 
Sept 14—Cincinnati Nov. 9—at Kansas 
Sept.21—at Rice Nov, 16 at Colorado 
Oct. 5—Nebraska Nov. 23-Iowa State 
Oct, 12—at Missouri 


Offensive strengths: After sharing car- 
ries with LT, Levine, June Henley becomes 
the feature back in a running attack that 
produced 206.9 yards a game and 21 touch- 
downs last season. And there's more fire- 
power from tight end Jim Moore, who 
should be one of the Big 12’s top blockers 
and receivers this season. 

Offensive weaknesses: Glen Mason 
would like to clone 290-pound sophomore 
guard Cleve Roberts. Mason doesn’t have 
enough players like him. A lack of line 
depth could cripple the running game if in- 
juries strike. Quarterback also is a question 
following the departure of Mark Williams. 
Holdover Ben Rutz threw just 19 passes last 
year and is coming off knee surgery. 
Defensive strengths; Crushing hitters like 
linebackers Ronnie Ward, on the Butkus 
watch list last season until suffering a 
shoulder injury, and Jason Thoren and 
safeties Maurice Gaddie and Tony Blevins 
have toughened the KU defense. So has the 
addition of coordinator Mike Hankwitz, who 
arrived from Colorado last season, 
Defensive weaknesses: Depth and size 
up front. If Hankwitz has to go any deeper 
than starting down linemen Dewey 
Houston, Kevin Kopp and Brett McGraw, 
he might wish he was back in Boulder. And 
the secondary will miss all-conference 
corner Dorian Brew. 

Special teams: At 42.4 yards a kick, 
Kansas’ punting game was the Big Eights 
second-best in ’95. Maintaining it likely 
falls to JC transfer Dean Royal. Steady 
placement specialist Jeff McCord (9-for-12 
on field-goal attempts) is back. 

Key to success: The marked offensive im- 
provement that pushed Kansas to a 10-2 
record and 51-30 Aloha Bowl rout of UCLA. 
came thanks to the versatility of Williams 
at quarterback. Rutz, who spent two years 
at Nebraska before transferring to Kansas, 
must keep the Jayhawks two-dimensional. 
Outlook: Mason knew what he was doing 
when he changed his mind-about taking 
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PRESEASON Au-Bic 12 TEAM 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE OFFENSE 
WR _ RAE CARRUTH, Colorado Sai/i90__ St WR_ KEVIN LOCKETT, Kansas State 
WR MIKE ADAMS, Texas 6-4/87__S_ WR ALBERT CONNELL, Texas A&M 
=) WES EMEELS SLES CLUe zy OVC TSN SLES ft 
we & T___ ERIC ANDERSON, Nebraska Jt T__TIMKOHN, lowa State ce 
= T__DAVID DAVIS, Baylor Sao SEF BENAUPMAN, Tn Ta a 
G__ CHRIS NAEOLE, Colorado 64295 St_—-«G_CHRIS DISHMAN, Nebraska j 
GDANNEIL, Texas 62285 St_G_CALVINCCOLLINS, Texas A&M 6-3/290 i 
d w KOY DETMER, AARON TAYLOR, Nebraska 647305. Jt_ JASON JOHNSON, Kansas State 69/275 Sr. 
QB, Colorado QB 61N85 St. QB__ JAMES BROWN, Texas. 60186 Je 
AB 58190 Jk «RB JEROD DOUGLAS, Baylor S973 
RB 6-0210 Soph. AB BYRONHANSPARD, Texas Tech 60/190 Jr 
| DEFENSE DEFENSE 
S 65250 Jt _ GREG JONES, Colorado 
NT 61/292 Jk T_ JASON PETER, Nebraska 
E__BRANDONMITCHELL, Texas A&M 6:4/275__ St. E_JARED TOMICH, Nebraska : ( 
UB” TERRELLFARLEY, Nebraska _6:1/205St._-««LB__-ROBERT JOHNSON, Texas Tech 5-11/188__Si. 
UB MATT RUSSELL, Colorado 62040 St «LB DAT NGUYEN. Texas A&M _ : 
UB TYRELL PETERS, Oahoma 6-0210_St._—=-LB__JASON THOREN, Kansas at. 
UB KETHMITCHELL, TexasA&M 63223 Sr. LB DEAN JACKSON, Baylor 1202 
CB__ CHRIS CANTY Kansas Stalo___5-10/190__Jt_-««CB_JOEGORDON, Kensas Stale ___5-9/160__Sr. 
TERRELLFARLEY | C2 RVANTWESTBROOK, Texas 6-0/195 S._«CB_DONOVANGREER, Texas A&M _5-10/178 _ Sr. 
LB, Nebraska S___ CHRIS CARTER, Texas 61/200 St_-« S_ MARIOSMITH, Kansas State —6-0/190__Sr. 
‘ S__ MIKE MINTER, Nebraska 510190 Sh S_STEVEROSGA, Colorado 64710 Se 
NEWCOMERS, De THEMED K otic S187 Ji. K ery §-40/180_dJ. 
OFFENSE Ota ere ea P___MARCHARRIS, ova Stale 5.1202 Sc P_ MARK SCHULTIS. Texas 6195 dr 
j KR__ RW, McQUARTERS, Oklahoma St. 5-11/185 Soph. KR_DANEJOHNSON, Texas Tech 549/181 Jt. 
the Georgia job. Kansas could be the North SCHEDULE (20.6-yard average) and Baker was fourth 
Division’s sleeper—for the runner-up spot, ‘Aug. 20—Ball State (Oct. 26—at Nebraska. in punt returns. And Criss’ speed (4.25) 


that is, While the schedule’s major pothole is 
an October 26 visit to Lincoln, Colorado and 
Kansas State are coming to Lawrence. The 
Jayhawks won in Boulder (40-24) last season 
but were routed in Manhattan (41-7). 


JAYHAWKS DATA 


Coach; Glen Mason (43-47-1, 8 years; 55-57-1 overall, 
{0 years), 

4995 record:10-2 (beat UCLA in Aloha Bowl). Big Eight: 
§-2/T2nd. 

Key losses: Chris Banks, G; Dorian Brew, CB; Dick 
Holt, LB; Rod Jones, OT; L.T. Levine, RB; Keith 
Rodgers, OLB: Darrin Simmons, P; Ashaundai Smith, 
WR; Mark Williams, QB. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Isaac Byrd, WR, 
6-2/180, Sr. June Henley, RB, 5-11/205, Sr. Jim Moore, 
TE, 6-8/260, Sr; Clave Roberts, G, 6-6/290, Soph,; Jared 
Smith, ©, 6-1/265, Sr; Jim Stebel, G, 6-2/275, Sr; Scott 
Whittaker, T, 6-6/290, Sr. Defense (8); Maurice Gaddie, 
SS, 5-9/185, Jr.; Freddie Hammonds, OLB, 6-2/210, 
Soph.; Jamie Harris, CB, 5-10/175, Soph.; Dewey 
Housion, 7, 6-4/258, Jr; Chris Jones, OLB, 6-2/235, Sr; 
Kevin Kopp, T, 6-4/260, Sr. Brett McGraw, NT, 6-1/280, 
Je;leson Thoren, ILB, 6-2/230, ur. Kickers (1): Jeff 
McCord, K, 5-9/215, Jt 

Other key returnees: Michael Allen, FS, Soph. Tony 
Blevins, FS (moved trom CB), Sr. (RSVknee); Patrick Brown, 
OLB, Soph; Andre Carter, WR, Sr; Charles Davis, $S, Jt; 
Dan Dercher, DT, Soph. Avery Randle, CB, Jr; Ben Rute, 
QB, Sr; Mark Sanders, RB, Sr; Lamar Sharpe, OLB, Soph. 
(BSinjury); Eric Vann, RB, Jr; Ronnie Ward, LB, St. 
(RSishouider) 

Top newcomers: Ishmeal Knight, OL, Fr; Dariss Lomax, 
OLB, Fr; Reggie Moorer, WR, Fr. (RS); Dean Royal, P J. 
(UC); Ron Warner, OLB, Jt (JC); Bonnie Wills, TE, Soph. 
(Prop 48) 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Henley (158 at, 
766 yds,, 8 TD); Passing: Rutz (19 at, 8 comp, 1 INT, OTD, 
92 yds.); Receiving: Byrd (48 rec, 604 yds, 5 TD); Tackle 
Thoren (119); Sacks: Dercher (4.5). 

Site: Lawrence, Kan. Stadium: Memorial (50,250). 

Last league tile won: 1968, 


68 


‘Sept. 14—at TCU 
Sept. 28—al Utah 
Oct, 5—at Oklahoma 
Oct. '2—Texas Tech 
Oct. 19Colorado 


Nov, 2—atlowa State 
Nov. 9—Kansas State 
Nov. 16—Texas 

Nov, 23—at Missouri 


Offensive strengths: Larry Smith’s 
pound ’em/punish ’em running game fi- 
nally might be close to making an appear- 
ance in Columbia, Smith figures tailbacks 
Brock Olivo and Devin West can be utilized 
in more versatile sets, while their power 
running could flourish behind center Russ 
Appel and left tackle Travis Biebel. 
Offensive weaknesses: Receivers, Rumor 
has it the Tigers couldn't catch a bus. After 
one early spring practice, the receiving 
corps stayed around to catch 500 balls. No 
word on how long that took. The lone re- 
turning starter is senior Lou Shepherd. 
Defensive strengths: The Big 12 is stocked 
with good secondaries, and one will be 
Mizzou's. Corners Shad Criss and Clayton 
Baker and safety DeMontie Cross, who had 
offseason knee surgery, are being touted as 
the best in Columbia in a couple of decades. 
These Tigers won't be easy targets. 
Defensive weaknesses: That super sec- 
ondary might have to make the bulk of the 
tackles. As well as replacing nose tackle 
Steve Martin and the rest of the defensive 
line, Mizzou must strengthen its line- 
backing corps. It might be done with two 
JC transfers (Matt Hawkes and Sam Josue). 
Special teams: Many happy returns, 
Mizzou. Kenyetta Williams was third in the 
conference last season returning kickoffs 
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makes him a candidate to do either job. 
Mizzou was seventh in net punting (33.6) 
in ’95; expect newcomer Vince Sebo to 
challenge incumbent Jason Smith. 
Key to success: Developing a passing 
game. Smith might have his running game 
on the right track, but another 104th-in-the- 
nation finish in passing offense (101.7 yards 
a game, six total touchdown passes) won't 
allow his team to win many Big 12 games. 
Outlook: The Tigers lost six of their final 
seven games, but in the last month they ac- 
tually began resembling a Big Eight team. 
Now they've got to resemble a Big 12 
team—and that will be a problem for the old 
league's second-tier teams in inter-divisional 
play. Missouri could match last season's 3-8 
finish and actually be improved. 

TIGERS DATA 
Coach: Larry Smith (6-16-1, 2 years; 116-96-7 overal, 19 
years). 
1995 record: 3-8, Big Eight: 1-6/T7th. 
Key losses: Bo Adams, SS; Chris Barrows, GIO; Kay Blake, 
hris Buck, OT; Brandon Corso, OB; Pat vey, DT; Steve 
Marin, NT; Jon Sant, DT. 
Starters returning: Offense (11): Russ Appl, C, 6/256, 
St; Travis Biebel 35, Jes Emest Blackwell, FB, 
6-3/249, Jr; Eddie Brooks, WR, 6-1/204, Soph; 
QB, 6-1/216, Soph.; Bll Lingerfelt, TE, 6-4/249, Sr; Mike 
Monts, G,6-3/281, Jr. Brock Olivo, TB, 6-120, Jr; Lou 
‘Shephard, WR, 6-0/214, Sr; Clff Smith, G, 6-5/264, Soph.; 
Martez Young, WR, 6-1/182, Soph. Defense (7): Clayton 
Baker, CB, 5-10/176, St. Daryl Chatman, LB, 6-1/245, Sr; 
Brian Cracraft,E, 6-8/249, Jr; Shad Criss, CB, 5-10/173, de; 
DeMontie Cross, FS, 6-4/208, Sr; Joe Love, LB, 6-2/220, Sr; 
Tim Mitelstal,T,6-6/253, Soph. Kickers (2): Mark Norris, K, 
6-3/188, Sr; Jason Smith, P,5-9/163, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Caldrinofi Easter, SS, Soph.; Kevin 
Ford, LB, Jr.; Ron Janes, FB, Jr; Rahsetnu Jenkins, WR, Sr; 
Harold Piersey, FS, Soph; Randy Potter, CB, Soph; Kent 


orby Jones, 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Safety DeMontie cote who made 144 tackles last season, is rt ofasolid $ Missour ‘secondary. 


‘Skornia, QB, Soph.; Jake Stueve, TE, Soph.; Devin West, TB, 


yds., 6 TD); Passing: Skomia (59 at, 
230 yds); Receiving: Ovo (17 rec, 101 yds, ich 
Tackles: Cross (144); Sacks: Wyatt (2) 

Site: Columbia, Mo. Stadium: Memorial (62,000). 
Last league tile won: 1969, 


SCHEDULE 
Aug, 31—at Texas Oct. 26—Okiahoma State 
Sept. 44—Memphis Nov, 2—Colorado 
Sept. 21—Clemson Nov. Sat Nebraska 
Sept. 28—at lowa State Nov. 16 at Baylor 
Oct. 5—at SMU Nov, 23—Kansas 
(Oct, 12—Kansas Stato 


| ___ O-IOWASTATE | 
OnE strengths: Diminutive tailback 
Troy Davis skittered into Heisman Trophy 
consideration with 2,010 rushing yards last 
season. Given a year of seasoning and weight 
work, and another chance to run behind 300- 
pounders Tim Kohn and Pat Augafa, Davis 
could have another monster year. 
Offensive weaknesses: Refresh our 
memory. Did the Cyclones have a 
passing game in 1995? They ranked 96th 
nationally in passing offense (132.9 yards 
a game), and only one of their returning 
wide receivers caught more than five 
passes. That receiver, Ed Williams, is a 
comer, but quarterbacks Todd Doxzon 
and Todd Bandhauer won't scare any Big 
12 defenses. 
Defensive strengths: Very few. Perhaps 
seven returning starters offer an experi- 
enced base, but then Iowa State was last in 
the Big Eight in rushing defense, scoring 
defense and total defense last year. Senior 
Jeff St. Clair, the starting quarterback in 
Iowa State's first two games last fall, is 
being moved to the secondary. 
Defensive weaknesses: Where do you 
start? Practicing against Davis last fall 
might have done irreparable damage to the 
Cyclones’ ability to stop the run. 
Something did. Yielding 296.6 rushing 


yards a game, Towa State finished last na- 
tionally (108th). When spring practice 
opened, there wasn’t a senior among the 
first 10 players in the five-position defen- 
sive front. 

Special teams: Punter Marc Harris will 
be among the Big 12’s best, and given the 
Cyclones’ defensive shortcomings, he'll 
have to be. Jamie Kohl was successful on 
10-of-17 field-goal attempts. Not surpris- 
ingly, the Cyclones return few punts 
(seven last season) and lots of kickoffs 
(56). 

Key to success: Fielding at least a sem- 
blance of a defense. Is it any wonder that 
14 of the Cyclones’ 25 scholarships went to 
defensive players? Several of them must ar- 
rive in Ames ready to rumble. 

Outlook: The best-case scenario for Iowa 
State fans might be a rerun of Dan 
McCarney’s 3-8 debut season. Then again, ifa 
defense is discovered and Doxzon stays 
healthy enough to recharge the passing 
game, the Cyclones might up the ante to four 
wins. Any more than that and McCarney 


reaches coach-ofthe-year territory. 
CYCLONES DATA 
Coach: Dan (38, 1 year). 


185 recor: 38, Big Eight. 8777, 


Jason Putz, DT: Mat Sraght $8. 

Starters retuming: Offense (8): Pat Augafa, C, 63/390, Sr 
Troy Davis, TB, 5-8/190, J; Dennis DiBiase, TE, 6-2246, 
Todd Doxzon, OB, 6-1/191, St.; Doug Easley, G, 6-2/282, Sr; 
Rodney Guggenheim, FB, 5-10/228, Sr; Tim Kohn, T, 
6-5/807, Sr; Ed Wiliams, WR, 6-3/197, Jr. Defense (7): 
Dawan Anderson, CB, 5-8/164, Soph; Michael Cooper, OLB, 
6-1/202, Jr; Kevin Hudson, CB, 6-0/175, J; Mike Lincavage, 
FS, 6-1/202, Sr; Rudy Rutfolo, T, 62/268, Jc; Tim Sanders, 
LB, 6-07222, St; Greg Schoon,T,6-4/280, ut. Kickers (2): 
Marc Hants, P, §-11/202, Sr; Jamie Kohl, K, 6-0/187, Soph. 
Other key retumees: Chin Achebe, DE, Soph.; Todd 
Bandhauer, QB, Soph.; Garrick Bivins, WR, Jt; Jason Brown, 
FS, Sr; Kemp Knighten, CB, Soph. (RSiinjury); Andre 
ILB, Je; Kurt Levetaow, OT, des rawr tone, iss Graston 
Noi, TB, Sc; Joe Parmenter, FB, Soph.; Matt Rahfle, G, 
4c; Jelf St iar, SS, St; Traoy Wiliams, SS, J; Kevin 
Wilson, CB, Soph. 

‘Top newcomers: Bemal, OL, ur (JC); Dave Broka, 
ILB, Fr. (RS); Derick Clark, ILB, J. (JC); Joe Cominsky, DE, 
Fr. (RS); Gene David, DL, Jr. (JC); Darren Davis, RB, Fr.; Bil 
Marsau, DT, Fr (RS); Brandon Rutledge, OLB, Fr. (RS); Tery 


THE PRESSURE'S ON 


All Cornhuskers’ Frost. 
Thust do is replace Frazier 

Scott Frost might turn out to be 
proof that you can go home again. But 
then Frost has yet to run his first op- 
tion or direct his first touchdown drive 
in Nebraska's filled-and-frenzied 
Memorial Stadium, 

Frost hails from Wood River, Neb., 
but adoring fans might not celebrate his 
homecoming if their beloved Big Red 
Machine, a model of 
efficiency under Tom- 

| mie Frazier during 
back-to-back national 
title seasons, suddenly 
Stalls. History sug- 
gests Huskers fans 
can overlook many in- 
discretions, except SEY 
perhaps losing, Frost 

Frost, a junior transfer who sat out 
last season after leaving Stanford, 
snubbed Nebraska's courtship after 
high school to sign on with then- 

linal coach Bill Walsh. In offensive 
philosophy, Nebraska and Stanford are 
in different solar systems. Not to worry, 
insists Frost, He says he can run 
Nebraska's offense without altering his 
style. “Yeah, I'm going to have to 
adapt,” he says, “but the coaches are 
‘going to have to adapta little,” 

Frost's transfer season allowed him to 
acclimate himself to life and football in 
Lincoln, but it had its rough spots. He 
wound up in the middle of the Lawrence 
Phillips saga when the girl he was 
dating, Huskers basketball player Kate 
McEwen, was attacked by Phillips. 
Phillips was McEwen’s former 
boyfriend. Frost is reluctant to discuss 
the episode, saying, “The situation 
with Lawrence is behind us and be- 
hind me, Hopefully, we can avoid any 
problems like that this year.” 

At most positions except quarter- 
back, the Huskers are deep enough to 
win a third consecutive national title. 
Frost faced spring competition from se- 
nior Matt Turman and junior Monte 
Christo, a pair of overachieving former 


So, whether by default or design, 
the job falls to the 6-3, 215-pound 
Frost, who remains undaunted over 
the prospect. Rather than pressure, 
Frost senses “a great opportunity to 
come in with the kind of team we 
have. Tommie Frazier did his own 
thing; the person who plays next will 
be his own quarterback. Sure, there 
will be comparisons. But people have 
to remember there's a different 
person running things.” 

As long as the winning continues, 
will anyone in Nebraska notice? 

—B.G. BROOKS 
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Thomas, DT, Fr. (RS); Tyrone Watley, WR, Sr. 
(tenstenPacifc). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Davis (345 at, 
2.010 yds, 15 TD); Passing: Doxzon (100 at, 68 comp, 4 
INT, 4 TD, 730 yds.); Receiving: Williams (46 rec., 639 yds., 7 
TD); Tackles: Lincavage (109); Sacks: Rufolo (3). 

‘Site: Ames, lowa. Stadium: Cyclone (43,000). 

Last league tite won: 1912. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept 7—Wyoming Oct. 26—at Baylor 
Sept. 14—at lowa Nov. 2—Kansas 
Sept 21—Northem lowa Nov. 9—at Colorado 
Sept. 28—Missouri Nov, 16—Nebraska 
Oct. 12—TexasA&M Nov. 23-at Kansas State 


Oct. 19—at Oklahoma State 
B.G. Brooks covers the Big 12 for the 
Rocky Mountain News. 


SOUTH DIVISION 
1. TEXAS 


Offensive strengths; The Longhorns 
might have the best quarterback in the Big 
12 in versatile James Brown, He sat out the 
spring with loose ligaments in his shoulder 
and should be better in the short- and mid- 
range passing attack, Swift Shon Mitchell 
and powerful Ricky Williams form an out- 
standing 1-2 backfield tandem, Sure- 
handed wide receiver Mike Adams could 
bea first-round NFL pick. 
Offensive weaknesses: Despite having 
one of the best guards in the nation in se- 
nior Dan Neil, Texas has a revamped offen- 
sive line long on potential and short on ‘ex- 
perience. The move of backup right tackle 
Octavious Bishop to the left side is key. 
Defensive strengths: Cornerbacks Bryant 
Westbrook and Taje Allen and safeties 
Chris Carter and Tre Thomas, all seniors, 
rank among the nation’s elite. Inside line- 
backer Tyson King won't wow you, but he 
makes plays. Strongman Chris Akins could 
be the top nose tackle in the nation. 
Defensive weaknesses: Texas will experi- 
ment with the 4-3 even though it has little 
experience up front and will have to rely 
heavily on freshmen. The Longhorns are 
hoping redshirt freshman Damon Luckett 
can handle the rush linebacker spot. 
Special teams: Until he needed knee 
surgery in the spring (making him question- 
able for the opener), Phil Dawson could have 
been touted as perhaps the best kicker in the 
country. He made four 50-yard field goals last 
year, including one into a 20-mph wind to 
beat Virginia on the last play. Punter Mark 
Schultis is a little better than average. 
Keys to success: Texas signed four high 
school All-American defensive linemen, 
and at least two of them will have to con- 
tribute immediately if the Longhorns are to 
retain the aggressive, attack philosophy 
they adopted at midseason last year. 
Outlook: The Longhorns are positioned 
well for entry into the Big 12. They played 
in a major bowl last season for the first 
time since the 1991 Cotton Bowl, and they 
return the major components of one of the 
most explosive offenses in school history. 
But they must offset the loss of defensive 
end Tony Brackens and heavily restock the 
defensive line and linebacker positions to 
contend for the conference title. 
LONGHORNS DATA 


Coach: John Mackovic (29-15-2, 4 years; 73-51-3 overall, 


James Brown will be the guiding force behind 
‘what should be a very good Texas offense, 


1 years) 

1995 record: 10:24 (lost o Virginia Tech in Sugar Bow), 
SWC: 7-0/18 
Key losses: Tony Brackens, DE (declared for NFL drat); 
Corby Brooks, G; Dominic Bustamante, OT; John Einore, OT; 
Justin McLemore, WR; Robert Reed, OLB; Jason Reeves, 
OLB; Shane Rink, DT, 

Starters returning: Offense (7); Mike Adams, WR, 61/187, 
rj James Brown, OB, 6:0/186, Jr; Ryan Fiebiger, C, 
6-9/280, J; Pat Fitzgerald, TE, 6-2/225, Sr; Shon Mitchell, 
RB, 510/185, Sr; Dan Nel G, 6-2/286, Sr; Ricky Willams, 
FB, 6-0/205, Soph, Defense (7): Chis Akins, NT, 61/292, Jr; 
Taje Alen, CB, 511/188, Sr. Chris Carter, FS, 6-1/200, Sr. 
‘Tyson King, ILB,6-0/290, St; Kyle Richardson, ILB,6-0/280, 
«Jt; Tre Thomas, $8, 6-2/210, Sr; Bryant Westbrook, CB, 
6-0/195, Sr, Kickers (2): Phil Dawson, K, 511/187, Jt; Mark 
P6195, dr 


Ben Adams, G, Soph; Octavious 
Bishop, OT, Soph,; Steve Bradley, TE, St; Robert Crenshaw, 
8, Sr. Matt Davi, WR, Sr; Jonathan Hickerson, OLB, Sr. 
Priast Holmes, RB, Sr. (RS/knee); Jay Humphrey, OT, Soph, 
Cutis Jackson, WR, St. (ASiknee); Matt Jones, LB, Jr (RS); 
Clarence Martin, DT, Soph; Gray Mosier, DT, Soph. 
‘Top newcomers: Derick Cury, DL, Fr; Corey Epps, WR, Jt 
(transfer/Tennessee); Wil Goodloe, DL, Fr; Casey Hampton, 
DL, Fr; Damon Luckett, OLB, Fr. (RS); Donald MoCowen, DB, 
Fr; Roger Roesler, OL, Fr; Cedric Woodard, OL, Fr 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Mitchell (176 att, 
4,089 yds., 10 TD); Passing: Brown (922 att, 163 comp, 12 
INT, 1910, 2447 yds); Receiving: Adams (53 re, 876 yds, 
8 TD); Tackles: King (187); Sacks: Akins, King (4) 
Site: Austin, Texas, Stadium: Memorial (75,512), 
Last league title won: 1995 (SWC). 

SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—Missour Oct, 26—at Colorado 
Sepl. 7—New Mexico State. Nov. 2—Baylor 
Sepl.21—Notre Dame Nov. 9—at Texas Tech 
Sept, 28—at Virginia Nov, 16—at Kansas 
‘Oct, 5Oklahoma State Nov, 29—Texas A&M 
Oct. 12—Oklahoma (at Dallas) 


2. TEXAS A&M 


Offensive strengths: Despite losing a 344 
year starter at quarterback and a second- 
round draft choice at running back, the 
Aggies are set in the backfield. Tennessee 
transfer Branndon Stewart has an out- 
standing arm as well as mobility at quarter- 
back, and the RB trio of elusive Sirr Parker, 
powerful D’Andre Hardeman and seatback 
Eric Bernard—all sophomores—showed 
no dropoff from Leeland McElroy in the 
Alamo Bowl. Acrobatic wide receiver 
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Albert Connell will play on Sundays. 
Offensive weaknesses: Despite returning 
four starters and allowing only nine sacks last 
season, the line remains mysteriously subpar 
at run blocking. A&M has two unproven tight 
ends who aren't that big or physical. 
Defensive strengths: No team can match 
the tremendous depth, speed and ability 
the Aggies have at linebacker. Brandon 
Mitchell and Pat Williams are perfect 
bookends who can collapse a pocket. 
Defensive weaknesses: If they have 
time, opponents will pass A&M silly, Both 
cornerbacks, Donovan Greer and Andre 
Williams, are coming off reconstructive 
knee surgery, and they weren't that great 
to start with. The safeties are workmanlike, 
Special teams: Kicker Kyle Bryant is 
coming off a miserable sophomore season 
in which he missed more field goals 
(eight) than he made (seven). But he was 
the Alamo Bowl MVP with five field goals 
in six attempts. A&M lost its punter and its 
holder when the latter skipped out for med- 
ical school, A former walk-on will snap. 
Key to success: The Aggies must reach 
their three-year goal of becoming more di-+ 
versified on offense and broaden their one- 
dimensional running attack. 
Outlook: R.C. Slocum has won more 
games (68) in his first seven seasons 
than any modern-era coach other than 
Oklahoma's Barry Switzer (73). He has 
taken the Aggies to six bowls in that 
time; it would be seven but for NCAA 
probation. He finally has a big-time play- 
maker at quarterback in Stewart, who 
played in 11 games with the Volunteers 
as a freshman, The Aggies’ defense, 
ranked third nationally last season, will 
suffer a slight dropoff against balanced 
teams but will mash most. 

AGGIES DATA 
Coach: R.C, Slocum (68-15-2, 7 years) 
tees ree 9-3 (beat Michigan in Alamo Bow!) SWC; 
Key k jennis Allen, FS; Reggie Brown, OLB} 
Hayward Clay, TE; Hunter Goodwin, OT; Leeland McElroy, 
‘TB (declared for NFL dratt); Ray Mickens, CB; Corey Pullig, 
QB; Chris Sanders, WR; Detron Smith, FB; Sean Terry, P. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Calvin Colins, G, 6-3/290, 
‘Albert Connell, WR, 6-2/180, Sr.; Koby Hackradt, C, 6-5/271, 
Steve McKinney, G, 6-5/274, Jr; Chris Ruhman, T, 6-6/290, Jr. 
Defense (8): Donovan Gree, CB, 5:10/178, Sr; Edward Jasper, 


OLB, 6/228, Si; Typall Motulen, $5, 62/197, St; Dat Nguyen, 
aa a tay Het LB, 6-223, Sr Pat 


(OT, Soph; Derick Spier, TE, Soph, Andre Wiliams, CB, St 
‘Top newcomers: Jason Bragg, WR/DB, Fr. (RS); Adren 
Dusdley, TE, ut (JC); Erie lennings, DB, ur. (JC); Branndon 
Stewart, OB, Jr, (transferTennessee); Chris Thiery, LB, Fr; 
Chris Valleta, OL, Fr. 
Reluming statistical leaders: Rushing: Hardeman (62 at, 
ing: Colon (@ at, 8 comp,, 1 INT, 07D, 
yds.); Receiving: Connell (41 rec,, 653 yds., 77D); 
Tackles: Nouyen (94); Sacks: Mitchell (13) 
Site: College Station, Texas. Stadium: Kyle Field (70,210). 
Last league title won: 1993 (SWC). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 24—at Brigham Young Oct. 19—Kansas State 
Sepl. 14—at SW Louisiana Oct. 26—Texas Tech 
Sepl.21North Texas Nov, 2—al Oklahoma State 
Sept. 28—Colorado Nov, Sat Baylor 
Oct, 5—Lovisiana Tech Nov. 18—Ok’ahoma 
Oct, 12—atlowa State Nov. 29--at Texas 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


3. BAYLOR 


Offensive strengths: Jerod Douglas is a 
gifted tailback with excellent speed and 
agility. Kalief Muhammad is a tiny but ter- 
rific threat in the backfield or in the slot. 
Tackle David Davis, one of the best offen- 
sive linemen in the country, leads a mam- 
moth line that has six players who weigh at 
least 290 pounds. 
Offensive weaknesses: Baylor got too 
little production last season from quarter- 
back Jeff Watson, who will have to hold off 
sophomore Jermaine Alfred and blue-chip 
recruit Odell James (if he qualifies) to keep 
the job. The Bears still don’t have a consis- 
tent go-to receiver; no Baylor player caught 
even 40 passes last year. 
Defensive strengths: Cornerback George 
McCullough is very active—he broke up 
14 passes last season—and safeties 
Michael Benjamin and Nikia Codie are 
very athletic. All-buffet nose tackles 
Roderick Kinney (285 pounds) and Derrick 
Fletcher (360) beef up the line. 
Defensive weaknesses: All of the 
backups return, but most of the big play- 
makers responsible for shaping the fifth- 
best defense in the nation (and a plus-8 
turnover margin) are gone. Linebacker 
play could be more spotty than spectacular 
with several unproven starters sur- 
rounding improving Dean Jackson. 
Special teams: Douglas and Muhammad 
are great at returning kicks, but the Bears 
have had problems delivering them. Baylor 
has its pick of Atteberrys with punter Ty 
and kicker Kyle. 
Keys to success: Baylor must bolster one 
_ of the weakest passing attacks in the league 
and rebuild a defense that is missing five of 
the front seven from a year ago. 
Outlook: With four of Baylor's first five 
games on the road—including Texas Tech 
and Nebraska—a fast start will be difficult. 
The passing game, which ranked 79th, in 
the nation and accounted for only eight 
touchdowns, is not likely to be significantly 
improved despite the addition of Big Eight 
career passing leader Mike Gundy as the 
Bears’ quarterbacks coach. Baylor was 
decimated on defense by graduation, but 
no coach motivates better than defensive 
coordinator Andy McCollum. Baylor had 
an excellent recruiting class, but some 
marquee recruits had some academic 
problems and may not be eligible this year. 
BEARS DATA 
Coach: Chuck Reed (18-5, 3 yeas) 


Key losses: Gary Bandy, OLB; Dustin Dennard, WR; 
GatdenerDE; Charles Horton, DE; L2Ours Jones, OLB 
, OT; Adrian Robinson, SS; Tyrone Smith, CB; 
Justin Stil, OLB; John Turner, C; Jarvis Van Dyke, K. 
Starters returning: Otfense (9): David Davis, 1, 6-4/908, Sr; 
Bradley Domel, TE, 64/239, J; Jerod Douglas, TB, 5-9/178, 
<r; Michael Johnson, T (moved ftom G), 6-3/305, Jt; Kaliet 
Muhammad, WR, 5-6/175, St; Pearce Pegross, WR, 
5-9/170, Jr; Shawn Washinglon, FB, 6-1/290, St; Jef 
Watson, QB, 6-0/200, Jr; Anthony Wiliams, G, 63/267, Soph, 
Defense (4): Michael Benjamin, SS (moved from FS), 
6.0/194, Sr; Dean Jackson, MLB, 6-1/222, Jr; Roderick 
Kinney, NT, 63/285, Jr; George McCullough, CB, 5-10/188, 
Sr. Kickers (1): Ty Ateberry, P,6-0/196, Sr 
Other key returnees: Jermaine Alted, QB, Soph.; Nikia 
Codie, FS (moved trom $S), Soph, (RS/academics}; Glenn 
Jt; Donnie Embra, DE, Sr; Danny Fletcher, C, Jt; 
her, NT, Soph.; Curtis Henderson, CB (moved 
from 8), Soph,; Anthony Hodge, TB, ur; Jerome Jackson, G, 


i 
: 
2 
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Underrated Texas Tech tailback Byron 
Hanspard is coming off a 1,374-yard season. 


Jt; Sheldon Mallory, DE, Jr; Robert Mason, LB, Sr 
Kenyade Parker, LB, Soph, Clifton Rubin, FB, Jt; Anthony 
Taylor, LB, J 
‘Top newcomers: Kyle Attebery K, Fr. (RS); Rodney 
Atmore, DB, ut (JC); Brandon Bonds, SF. (RS); Eddrick 
Brooks, LB, F.; Matt Brown, LB, Fr. (RS); Eljah Burkin, RB, 
Fr; Darrell Bush, RB, Fr; Leonard Hil LB, J (JC); Odell 
James, OB, Fr; Dwight Johnson, DE, Fr (RS); Brandon 
Pierpont, OT, Fr, (RS); Tyson Wilson, DB, Fr, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Douglas (211 at, 
1,114 yds, 8 1D); Passing: Watson (214 att, 113 comp,, 6 
INT, 5 TD, 1,508 yds.); Recelving: Muhammad (37 rec, 542 
yds., 27D); Tackles: Jackson (2); Sacks: Embra (3.5). 
Site: Waco, Texas. Stadium: Floyd Casey (60,000). 
Last league title won: 1994 (te‘SWC), 

SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—at Louisiana Tech Oct. 26—lowa State 
Sept, 14—at Louisville Nov. 2—at Texas 


Sept. 21—Oregon State Nov, 9—Texas A&M 

Oct. 5—at Texas Tech Nov. 16—Missouri 

Oct, 12-at Nebraska Nov. 23—at Oklahoma State 
Oct, 19—Oklahoma 


4, TEXAS TECH 


Offensive strengths: SWC rushing cham- 
pion Byron Hanspard can find or make 
holes better than a gopher. He is one of the 
premier running backs in a league loaded 
with them. Quarterback Zebbie Lethridge 
is the Randall Cunningham of college foot- 
ball, explosive but erratic and better at 
throwing on the run. 

Offensive weaknesses: Except for offen- 
sive tackle Ben Kaufman, who is adept at 
protecting Lethridge's blind side, the line 
is average. Tech hasn’t had a bona fide 
pass-catching tight end in years. There 
isn’t a legitimate fullback, either. 

Defensive strengths: The return of defen- 
sive end Tony Daniels from a summer knee 
injury and improvement on the part of tackle 
Jerome Lang should bolster a solid front that 
features last year’s SWC Newcomer of the 
Year in Montae Reagor. Linebacker Robert 
Johnson makes huge plays, and Anthony 
Armour can run from dawn to dusk. 
Defensive weaknesses: After the loss of 
three seniors, there will be a big dropoff in 
what had been an outstanding secondary. 
The team is so desperate for cornerbacks it 


moved a wide receiver there (Tony 
Darden) and is relying on a sophomore, 
Corey Turner, who broke up just one pass 
last year. 
Special teams: Tony Rogers has missed 
only once in 10 field-goal tries from 40-49 
yards in his career and none of his 37 
extra-point tries. Still, he'll have to hold off 
kickoff specialist Jaret Greaser to keep the 
job. Tech will audition all comers for the 
punting job. Dane Johnson is a steady, 
sure-handed punt returner. 
Key to success: Good play at cornerback. 
The position was decimated by graduation. 
Outlook: Texas Tech remains one of the 
best-kept secrets in college football. Spike 
Dykes’ teams have played in three consec- 
utive bowl games for only the second time 
in school history (1972-74) and are a de- 
cent bet to make it four in a row, There is 
tremendous skill-position talent and a 
Heisman Trophy candidate in Hanspard, 
But Tech must contend with six 1995 bowl 
teams, five of whom were ranked among 
the final Top 15 nationally. The 11 oppo- 
nents on the '96 schedule were a collective 
82-44-2 last year. 
RED RAIDERS DATA 

Coach:Spike Dykes (56-47-1, 9 years). 
1995 record: 9-3 (beat Air Force in Copper Bow). SWC: 
5:27Tend. 
Key losses: Shawn Banks, OLB; Brad Cade, P; Marcus 
Jerod Fiebiger, TE; Ed Hendrix, G; Rod Hobbs, FB; 

CB; Verone McKinley, CB; Zach Thomas, MLB. 
Siarters returning: Offense (8): Byron Hanspard, TB, 60/190, 
«tc; Casey Jones, G, 65/276, St; Ben Kauiman, T, 65/274, Sr; 
Zebbie Lethridge, OB, 6-0/195, Jr; Stacy Mitchell, FL, 5-5/150, Jr; 


Kevin Ward, C 61/259, Sr Defense (6): Anthony Armour, LB 
(moved from E), 61/208, St; Corey Chandler, T, 657252, de; 
Dane Johnson, FS, 511/181, J; Robert Johnson, OLB, §-11/186, 
‘Sr; Cody MoGuir, NT, 65/269, J; Montae Rago, E, 6/245, 
Soph, Kickers (1): Tony Rogers, K, 511/175, 

Other key returnees: Sheldon Bass, WR, Soph. (RSicola- 
bone); Jody Brown, , Sx; Tony Daniels, DE, Jr. (RS/knee); 
Tony Darden, CB (moved from WR); Ryan Donahue, LB, Sr; 
Shane Dunn, G, Sr; Jaret Greaser,K, Soph.; Donnie Hart, 
WR, Soph,; Jerome Lang, DT, Sr; Nick Lee, OT, Soph; Cody 
Patton, NT, Soph; Duane Price, SICB, Jes day Pugh, 
Corey Tumer, CB, Sopt 
‘Top newcomers: Mickey Anderson, © 


OT, Ft. (RS); Philip Hayes, WR, Fr. (BS); 
Fr; Curtis Lowery, G, Fr. (RS); Sammy Moris, FB, Ft. (RS); 
‘Taurus Rucker, DE, Fr (RS); Kyle Shipley, MLB, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Hanspeard (248 at, 
4,374 yds, 11 TD); Passing: Lethridge (281 att, 136 comp, 6 
INT, 18D, 1,885 yd.); Recetving: 
yds.,7 TD); Tackles: Johnson (65); Sacks: Armour, Reagor (3). 
Site: Lubbock, Texas, Stadium: Jones (50,500), 
Last league title won: 1994 (tierSWC). 

SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 31—at Kansas Stale Oct. 19 Nebraska 
Sepl. 7—Okla, St (at ving, Texas) Oct. 26—at Texes A&M 
Sepl. 21—at Georgia Nov. $—Texas 
Sept. 28—Uitah State Nov. 16—SW Louisiana 
Oct. 5—Baylor Nov. 23—at Oklahoma 
Oct, 122—at Kansas 


5. OKLAHOMA 


Offensive strengths: Oklahoma might 
have the best tight end in the conference 
in sure-handed Stephen Alexander. It 
gained a marquee offensive coordinator 
in innovative Dick Winder, who was 
lured away from Texas Tech after 
helping the Red Raiders set 59 school 
records. Slasher James Allen and pow- 
erful Bennie Butler will split backfield 
duties following the departures of Jerald 
Moore and Jeff Frazier. 
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Offensive weaknesses: The offensive 
line has been suspect the past two years 
and should remain so with no experience 
or depth. Strong-armed redshirt freshman 
Justin Fuente likely will unseat sophomore 
Eric Moore at quarterback, but Fuentes 
has not yet thrown a college pass. The 
wide receivers are unproven. 
Defensive strengths: The front seven, 
paced by Butkus Award candidates 
Tyrell Peters and Broderick Simpson 
and excellent pass-rusher Travian 
Smith, is solid and perhaps even better 
than last year’s run-stuffing unit that 
helped the Sooners finish ninth in the 
nation in rush defense. 
Defensive weaknesses: Completely 
untested except for free safety Anthony 
Fogle, the secondary again will be vul- 
nerable. Overall, the defense isn’t that 
big, either, End Cedric Jones will be 
missed. 
Special teams: Groza Award semifi- 
nalist Jeremy Alexander missed only 
three of 17 field-goal attempts last 
season, but he has yet to show his range, 
Punter Tim Daughtry averaged almost 
41 yards per punt on the ones he got off, 
but Oklahoma had four punts blocked 
last year. 
Key to success: The Sooners, who 
haven't had a reliable quarterback since 
Cale Gundy in 1993, won’t reach .500 
without one. This team has fragile confi- 
dence and needs a fast start. 
Outlook; First-year coach John Blake has 
his work cut out for him, He inherits a 
team that scored only 40 points in its last 
five games and lost its best offensive (J. 
Moore) and defensive (Jones) players. The 
program’s third coach in three seasons 
could become only the second Oklahoma 
first-year coach to have a losing record. 
John A. Harts was 0-1 in the Sooners’ initial 
season in 1895, 
SOONERS DATA 

Coach: John Blake (first yaar 
1995 record: 5-5-1, Big Eight: 2-5/T5th. 
Key losses: Larry Bush, CB; Joe Carollo, G; J.A. Conrad, OT; 
Brent DeQuasie, OLB; Jeff Frazier, RB (quit team); Darrius 
Johnson, CB; Cedric Jones, DE; Chuck Langston, C; Pil, 
Mills, WR; Jerald Moore, FB (declared for NFL draft); Milton 
Overton, G; Jaduan Penny, WR; Harry Stamps, OT; Maylon, 
Wesley, FS. 
Starters returning: Offense (3); Stephen Alexander, TE, 
6-4/225, Jr; James Allen, RB, 5-10/207, Sr.; Eric Moore, QB, 
6-0/175, Soph, Defense (6); Martin Chase, T, 6-2/278, J 
Anthony Fogle, FS, 5-11/195, Sr, Stiling Luckey, E, 
6-3/247, Sr,; Tyrell Peters, MLB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Broderick 
‘Simpson, OLB, 6-1/212, Sr. Baron Tanner, T, 62/262, St, 
Kickers (2): Jeremy Alexander, K, 5-10/180, Jr; Tim 
Daughtry, P, 6-1/225, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Chris Campbell, OT, Sr; Kelly 
Gregg, DT, Soph.; Rod Henderson, CB, Sr.; Rod Manuel, 
DE, Sr.; Bruce McClure, C, Jr.; Michael Daniel, TE, Sr.; 
Jay Smith, OL, Soph;; Travian Smith, LB, Jt; Michael 
Beas WR, Sr, (RS/broken leg); Gerald Wiliams, WR, 

soph, 
Top newcomers: Bennie Butler, RB, Fr. (RSlacademics); 
Brandon Daniels, WR/DB, Fr.; Anthony Davis, OB, Fr. (RS); 
Aaron Findley, DE, Fr. (RS); Justin Fuente, QB, Fr. (RS); 
Gana Joseph, DB, Soph,; Chris Justice, LB, Fr. (RS); Scott 
Kempenich, OT, Fr. (RS); Mo Little, WR, Jr. (JC); Demond 
Parker, RB, Fr. (RS); Seth Smith, WR, Soph. 
(transter/Michigan) 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Alen (87 at, 338 
yds,, 27D); Passing: Moore (200 att, 90 comp. 9 INT, 77D, 
41,375 yds.); Receiving: Alexander (43 rec,, 880 yds., 2 TD); 
Tackles: Simpson (108); Sacks: Manuel (5). 
Site: Norman, Okla. Stadium: Memorial (75,004), 
Last league title won: 1987, 


ee AL aera) i ENACT 
‘Senior Tyrell Peters Is part of what looks to be an excellent linebacking unit for Oklahoma. 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. Texas Christian Oct, 26—at Kansas State 
‘Sept, 2—al San Diego St. Nov. 2—Nebraska 


Sept. 28—Tulsa Nov, 9—at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 5—Kansas Nov, 16—at Texas A&M 
Oct. 12—Texas (at Dallas) Nov. 23—Texas Tech 


Ort 18a Bayo 


Offensive strengths: Only Troy Davis ran 
for more yards in the Big Eight than David 
Thompson. Thompson and the speedy 
Andre Richardson provide a tremendous 1- 
2 punch in the backfield. Alonzo Mayes. 
provides a huge target at tight end. 
Offensive weaknesses: Unless JC 
transfer Joe Phears unseats him, three-year’ 
starter Tone’ Jones will return at quarter- 
back. He’s a hot-shot runner but a scatter- 
shot passer. The workmanlike line strikes 
no fear in the hearts of defenses. 
Defensive strengths: Linebacker Louis 
Adams is the best athlete, but he'll have to 
stabilize a young crew around him. Tackle 
Jamal Williams is a budding star, 
Defensive weaknesses: Bob Simmons’ 
attempt to downsize the defense and get 
quicker players on the field paid off in pur- 
suit but hurt the Cowboys in the fourth 
quarter. With end Jevon Langford’s deci- 
sion to skip his final season, the line will 
have big problems. Cornerback is suspect. 
Special teams: The Cowboys have lost 
their kicker, punter and snapper and will 
be relying on a JC punter and a redshirt 
freshman kicker. At least that kicker, Tim 
Sydnes, has a strong leg. McQuarters aver- 
aged nearly 24 yards per kickoff return. 
Keys to success: If Phears doesn’t win 
the QB job, Jones must gain some consis- 
tency and cut down his interception-to- 
touchdown ratio. The sophomore wide re- 
ceivers need to improve drastically. 
Outlook: Simmons started 12 freshmen at 
times in 1995 and has the Cowboys headed 
in the right direction, They won two of 
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their last three, including their first shutout 
of Oklahoma since 1945. Simmons has 
fixed the attitude, but the ability lags be- 
hind. Still, with seven home games and 
Southwest Missouri State, Tulsa and Utah 
State on the schedule, the Cowboys have a 
decent chance for their first winning 
season since 1988, 


COWBOYS DATA 
Coach: Bob Simmons 


ig Eight: 
‘ams Baley LB; Lorenzo Green DT; Geof 
ier, FB; Bryan Hope, C; Greg Iv, P; Johnny Jones, CB; 
‘Javon Langford, DE (declared or NFL craft); Lawson Vaughn, 
K; Scott Waterbury, @; Norman Wiliams, DT. 
Starters returning: Offense (8) Travis Harte, WR, 6-195, 


Jones, QB, §-11/190, Sr; Derek Leinen, T, 6-4/292, 
Luck, WR, 5-8/175, Sr.; Alonzo Mayes, TE, 6-6/252, Jr; Calvin 
‘Menephee, T, 6-2/300, Jr; David Thompson, TB, §-8/205, 
‘Defense (6): Louis Adams, OLB, 6-1/225, Sr; Trent Fisher, FS, 
5-10/190, Sr.; Courtney Gamer, SS, 6-0/185, Sr. Josh Green, 
ILB, 6-0/210, Soph.; Jay Grosfield, E, 64/255, Sr; R.W. 
‘McQuarters, CB, 5-11/185, Soph. Kickers: None. 
Other key returnees: Brian Alkens, FB, Soph.; Jermaine 
Birdow, DE, Soph.; Ryan Camber, LB, Sr. (RS/knee); Jitu 
Wille Grissom, WR, Soph,; Tarrell Knaules, 
ph.; Taber LeBlanc, LB, Soph.; Sean Love, WR, Soph.; 
‘Andre Richardson, TB, 
Williams, NT, Soph; 


Coleman, WR/KR, Soph Prop 48); Adam Davis, ; 
Davi, (JC); Keny Linear, DT, rs J.B. lowers, OB, Fi. (AS) 
Joe Phears, OB, J: (JC); Eric Slevenson, RB, Fr; Tim Syahes, K, 
Fr. (RS); Cameron White, WR, F. (Rhee). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Thompson (256 at, 
1,509 yds,, 8 TD); Passing: Jones (218 att,, 104 comp., 11 
INT, 77D, 1,185 yards); Recelving: Mayes (32 ec, 424 yds, 
47D); Tackles: Fisher (91); Sacks: Grosfeld (7). 
Site: Silwater, Okla. Stadium: Lewis Field (60,614). 
Last league tile won: 1976. 

SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 31—Southwest Missouri State Oct. 19—lowa State 


‘Sepl. 7—Texas Tech (at Dallas) Oct. 26—at Missouri 
Sept. 44—Tulsa Nov, 2—Texas A&M 
‘Sept. 21—Utah State Nov. Oklahoma, 
Oct, 5—at Texas Noy, 23—Baylor 
Oct, 12—at Colorado 

Kirk Bohls covers the Big 12 for the Austin 
(Texas) American-Statesman. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


OUTING THE Bic 


Ascending: Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
State. Nebraska will discover just how po- 
tent the Red Raiders’ Zebbie Lethridge 
and Byron Hanspard are on October 19 in 
Lubbock. Oklahoma State coach Bob 
Simmons has recruited well, and the 
Cowboys will be trying to finish above 
.500 for the first time since 1988. 
Descending: Oklahoma. New, untested 
coach John Blake must pick up the pieces 
from one of college football's shortest, 
most divisive reigns. Just what was 
Oklahoma thinking when Howard 
Schnellenberger was 
hired? And what can 
Blake be thinking now? 
Nightmare schedule: 
Colorado, Not only is 
the schedule mean, it's 
spread out over 14 
weeks—perhaps 15 if 
A the Buffs reach the Big 
Blake 12 title game. Non-con- 
ference games are against Washington 
State (in Boulder), Colorado State (Fort 
Collins) and Michigan (Boulder). In 
league play, Colorado goes to Texas 
A&M, Kansas and Nebraska. The only 
positive is that for only the second time in 
school history, the Buffs have three open 
dates, including the weeks preceding the 
trips to College Station and Lincoln, 
Dream schedule: Kansas State. The 
Wildcats might as well retire this trophy. 
Their non-conference schedule consists 
of home games against Indiana State and 
Cincinnati and a trip to Rice. But the Big 
12 road is a bit bumpier: Texas A&M, 
Kansas and Colorado. 
Best matchup of the year: Colorado at 
Nebraska, November 29. The Big 12’s 
birth meant the death of the annual 
Oklahoma-Nebraska game on Thanks- 
giving weekend, but a Buffs-Huskers 
pairing is a more-than-suitable replace- 
ment. This game decided five of the final 
six Big Eight championships. 
Worst matchup of the year: Take your: 
pick: Indiana State at Kansas State on 
September 7 or Texas A&M at 
Southwestern Louisiana on September 
14. Wake us when they're over. 
Bowl bound: It might be easier to list 
who isn't going bowling. The Big 12 will 
be a big hit in bowl circles, Nebraska, 
Colorado, Kansas and Kansas State figure 
to represent the North Division, with the 
South Division sending Texas, Texas 
A&M, Baylor and Texas Tech. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Nebraska quarter- 
back Tommie Frazier’s. The Cornhuskers 
have all the components in place for yet an- 
other national title run. Except one. Stanford 
transfer Scott Frost will get the call. 
Most underrated player: Missouri 
safety DeMontie Cross. Historically, the 
Tigers’ defense has been easy to over- 
look. Cross won't be; he can play safety, 
outside linebacker or a rover position. 
Most overrated player: Texas safety 
Chris Carter. He has yet to have back-to- 


back consistent seasons. After a subpar 
sophomore year in 1994, he bounced 
back statistically (129 tackles, nine 
passes broken up) in '95. He can be very 
good—or very average. 

Best coach: Nebraska's Tom Osborne. 
Whatever you think about his handling of 
the Lawrence Phillips saga and other Big 
Red crimes, give Osborne this: He had the 
Huskers honed and ready to play every 
game in their tumultuous 1995 season. 
Best staff: Nebraska. Turnover among 
Osborne's assistants is as rare as non-sell- 
outs in Lincoln. A huge reason the 
Cornhuskers have won back-to-back na- 
tional championships is staff stability. Ask 
Florida’s Steve Spurrier about Charlie 
McBride, who is beginning his 20th 
season (15th as defensive coordinator) on 
Osborne's staff. 

Coach on the hot seat: Missouri’s 
Larry Smith. He isn’t in danger of losing 
his job, but Tigers fans are clamoring for 
some definite signs of improvement. His 
first two Mizzou teams were 3-8-1 and 3-8, 
with just three conference wins. 

Best bets: No one in Oklahoma will miss 
Howard Schnellenberger. ... Everyone in 
Nebraska will miss Tommie Frazie: 
Kansas’ Glen Mason won't seek or be 
fered a job of any sort in Georgia. ... 
Kansas State coach Bill Snyder will be 
mentioned for another job at season’s 
end. ... If there’s an opening on 
Colorado’s staff, Rick Neuheisel will look 
first to UCLA to fill it. His latest hire—de- 
fensive ends coach Tim Hundley—came 
from Westwood, giving the Buffs their 


fifth staffer with UCLA ties. ... Texas’ 
John Mackovic won't pass up another 
short field goal, as he did in a regrettable 
24-24 tie with Oklahoma last season. ... 
Towa State tailback Troy Davis won't be- 
come the first Division I-A player to rush 
for 2,000 yards in consecutive seasons. ... 
Texas A&M will lose two big games, 
namely to Colorado on September 28 in 
College Station and to Texas on 
November 29 in Austin. ... Texas Tech 
quarterback Zebbie Lethridge will make 
a superbly athletic play, and coach Spike 
Dykes will describe it as only Dykes can. 
... Even if Nebraska reaches St. Louis for 
the Big 12 championship game, coach 
Tom Osborne will grouse about the divi- 
sional playoff format. 
Odds and ends: The Nebraska offense 
could feature 10 in-state starters. ... Katie 
Kelley, a 1992 Colorado graduate from 
Boston, is now Mrs. Koy Detmer, The 
Buffs’ senior quarterback and his girl- 
friend exchanged vows on January 20 in 
Lyons, Colo. They are the parents of Koy 
Jr., born March 1. ... Nebraska reserve 
punter Andy Bilanzich, a redshirt 
freshman from Salt Lake City, has had his 
eye on the Cornhuskers for as long as he 
can remember. Before enrolling in 
Lincoln, Bilanzich—who lost his left eye 
in a childhood accident—had a false eye 
made with an “N” on it, 
«. Texas Tech quarter- 
back Zebbie Lethridge 
- seta record in the now- 
defunct SWC with 211 
consecutive pass at- 
~ tempts without an inter- 
ception. ... Of the 109 
players on Texas’ 
Lethridge spring roster, 93 were 
in-state recruits. Nine came from 
California, two from Louisiana and one 
each from five other states. ... Who's the 
fastest QB in the Big 12? Probably 
Colorado's Jeremy Weisinger, a redshirt 
freshman who reportedly was timed at 
4,27 seconds in the 40-yard dash last 
spring. ... Nebraska's home sellout streak 
of 209 games is the longest of any NCAA 
school. ... The Big 12's inaugural game 
was to have featured Kansas State at 
Texas A&M on August 31, When K-State 
coach Bill Snyder balked, the Big 12 re- 
placed A&M with Texas Tech—and made 
the Red Raiders the visiting team. The 
Aggies wound up with an August 24 
opener, at Brigham Young in the Kickoff 
Classic. ... Nebraska sophomore line- 
backer Jay Foreman is the son of former 
Minnesota Vikings great Chuck Foreman. 
.. New England Patriots quarterback 
Drew Bledsoe's little brother, Adam, is a 
freshman quarterback at Colorado. ... K- 
State quarterback Cody Lee Smith lost 
nearly 30 pounds and didn't play last 
season because of a stomach illness that 
prevented him from keeping his food 
down. He apparently has recovered. 
—B.G. BROOKS 
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SOUTHEASTERN 


LUNVERSITY OF FLORIO 


Center Jeff Mitchell, an All-American candidate, 
is one of three returning line starters at Florida. 


EASTERN DIVISION 
1. FLORIDA 


Offensive strengths: This could take 
awhile. Quarterback Danny Wuerffel is one 
of the nation’s most productive offensive 
players and runs Steve Spurrier’s Fun-and- 
Gun system to near-perfection. If he throws 
his arm out, Eric Kresser will keep the en- 
gine running. Ike Hilliard and Reidel 
Anthohy are a superb receiving tandem. 
Even without departed Chris Doering, 
there’s plenty of receiver depth to run a 
five-wide formation. The running game 
doesn’t get as much publicity as the aerial 
circus, but Elijah Williams, Fred Taylor and 
Terry Jackson are proven commodities. 
Offensive weaknesses: They say the 
third-team fullback is a step slow. 
Seriously, Nebraska did abuse the Gators’ 
line in last year’s Fiesta Bowl and Florida 
did lose two good linemen in tackle Jason 
Odom and guard Reggie Green. 
Defensive strengths: The secondary re- 
turns intact and it’s a good one, perhaps the 
result of going against Florida’s offense 
every day in practice. Strong safety 
Lawrence Wright has a knack for knocking 
unsuspecting receivers into next week. 
Like Wright, cornerback Anthone Lott 
earned All-SEC honors last year. Fred 
Weary also had a big year at corner in 1995. 
Defensive weaknesses: For the second 
consecutive year, the Gators must replace 
three-fourths of the front four. Returnees 
Keith Council and Ed Chester shared one 
of the tackle jobs in ’95. Much is expected 
of redshirt freshman tackles Ernie 
Badeaux and Reggie McGrew. New coordi- 
nator Bob Stoops, who orchestrated tough 
units at Kansas State, has to replace All- 
SEC linebackers Ben Hanks and Dexter 
Daniels. 

Special teams: This is a point of excel- 
lence, Bart Edmiston returns to kick a ton 
of extra points—with Florida’s offense, he 
doesn’t try many field goals. He made only 
6-of-12 in ’95 and only one from beyond 40 
yards, The return game always is dan- 
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Conference Rank: 2 
By DAVE MOORMAN and MIKE STRANGE 


WEST DIVISION 

1. AUBURN 

2. LSU 

3. ALABAMA 

4. ARKANSAS 

5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
6. MISSISSIPPI 


gerous with Anthony, who returned two 
kickoffs for touchdowns in ’95. Florida also 
blocked nine kicks last year. Robby 
Stevenson is back after averaging 38.3 
yards per punt. 
Key to success: Stoops needs to bring sta- 
bility to Florida’s defense. He promises a more 
aggressive unit. And some untested talent 
must come through on the offensive line. 
Outlook: The two biggest games, Tennessee 
and Florida State, are on the road, but don't 
count out Florida and its high-powered of- 
fense, If the defense is up to snuff, Spurrier 
hasa chance to get the Gators back to the na- 
tional championship game. 

GATORS DATA 
Coach: Steve Spurrier (61-13-1, 6 years; 81-26-2 overall, 9 


years) 
1995 record: 12-1 (Jost to Nebraska in Fiesta Bow). SEC 
East: 80/tst 
Key losses: David Barnard, DT; Mark Campbell, DE; Johnie 
(Church, DE; Dexter Danial, ILB; Chris Doering, WR; Reggie 
Green, G; Ben Hanks, OLB; Jason Odom, OT. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (8): T Allen, TE, 62/230, 
‘Sc; Mo Colin, T, 65308, Soph; Ike Hiard, WR, 51/182, 
Jr; Jeff Mitchel, C, 6-47285, Mobiey, FB, 
510227, Sc; Elie Wiliams, TB, $-10/180, Je; Danny 
\Wuerfel, QB, 62/209; Sr; Donnie Young, G, 64/299, Sr. 
Detense (6): James Bates, LB, 61/228, Sc; Teako Brown, FS, 
511/487, Soph. Ed Chester, T, 4/276, Soph, Anthone Lott, 
0B, 59/192, Sr; Fred Weary, CB, 5-107, Jr; Lawrence 
Wiigh, SS, 6-1/209, Sr. Kickers (2): Bart Edmiston, K, 
5-11/175, Sr.; Robby Stevenson, P, 6-1/188, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Reidel Anthony, WR, Jt; Tim 
Beauchamp, DE, Soph; Pat Browning, OT, Soph; Wile 
Cohens, DE, Soph; Keith Counel, DT, dr; Cameron Davis, 
DE, Sc; Jerome Evans, FB, St; Jacquez Green, WR, Soph.; 
Mike Haris, FS, Jc; Demetric Jackson, SS, Sr; Tery 
Jackson, TB, Soph.; Eric Kresser, OB, Sr; Travis McGrif, WR, 
Soph; Mike Moten, DT, Jc; Shawn Nunn, TE, Sr. tee 
Peterson, LE, Soph: Wie Rogers, DE, 
UB, Soph: Shea Shores, CBS DearS, G, 
‘Soph. Fred Taylor, TB, Jc; Kavin Walton, LB, Jr. 
Top newcomers: Emie Badeaux, DT, Fr. (RS); Cooper 
Gatisle, OT, Fr. (RS); Ryan Kaich, G Fr (RS); Jevon Kearse, 
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1B, Fr (RS); Keith Kelsey, LB, Fr (RS); Erron Kinney, TE, Fr. 
(RS); Sean Ladd, OL, Soph (JC); Reggie McGrew, DT, Fr. 
(RS); Zach Piler, OT, Soph. (tansfer/Georga Tech); Dock 
Pollard, CB, Fr. (RS); Jamie Richardson, WR, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Willams (114 at, 
£858 yds., 7 TD); Passing: Wuerf! (325 at, 210 comp, 10 
INT, 35 TD, 3,266 yds); Receiving: Hillard (57 rec. 1,008 
yds., 15 TD); Tackles; Wright (109); Sacks: Three tied with 2. 
Site: Gainesville, Fla. Stadium: Focda Field (83,000). 
Last league title won: 1895. 

SCHEDULE 
‘Avg. 31—SW Louisiana. Oct. 19—Aubum 
‘Sept. 7—Ga. Southam Nov. 2—Georgia (at Jacksonville) 
Sept. 21—at Tennessee Nov. 9—at Vanderbit 


Sept.28—Kentucky Nov. 16—South Carolina, 
Oct. 5—atArkansas Nov. 30—at Florida State 
Oct. 12—Louisiana State 


- a 


Leonard Little is a pass-rushing terror for 
‘Tennessee; he had 11 sacks last season. 


2. TENNESSEE 


Offensive strengths: Think there aren’t a 
few NFL teams that would like to have 
Peyton Manning under center this fall? He’s 
talented, he’s smart, he’s accurate, he’s got 
the bloodlines and he’s a good guy. With 
tailback Jay Graham, who ran for a school- 
record 1,438 yards in 95, joined by heralded 
newcomer Brian Darden, Tennessee has a 
running game to complement Manning’s 
passes. Joey Kent is the go-to receiver, and 
if Marcus Nash stops dropping a few 
passes, he'll be in Kent's class. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Vols lost 
three linemen to the NFL draft and four 
overall. It would be a shame if Manning 
and Graham didn’t get the time and room, 
respectively, to operate. But being an old 
line coach, Phillip Fulmer pays special at- 
tention to this department, and the cup- 
board is never bare. Tackle Jarvis Reado 
spent the last half of '95 getting experience 
at protecting Manning’s backside. 
Defensive strengths: End Leonard Little 
got 11 sacks his first year on the job and 
Reggie White’s school single-season 
record of 15 is within reach in ’96. It got to 
where hardly anybody could block Little 
on pass rushes, and he improved against 
the run, too. The Vols are good up the 
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middle, with a decent rotation at tackle and 
playmaker Tyrone Hines at middle line- 
backer, The secondary will be Tennessee's 
best in years, with standout cornerbacks 
Raymond Austin and Terry Fair teaming 
with AIlSEC candidate Jason Parker, back 
at safety after a year’s suspension. 
Defensive weaknesses: The outside line- 
backer spots are open, but that’s not neces- 
sarily bad, Last year's group was criticized 
for not making enough plays, so guys like 
Al Wilson and Craig King could become 
heroes at a program where defense has 
been the missing link in the hunger for a 
national championship. 
Special teams: Two thumbs up for kicker 
Jeff Hall, who made 16-of-25 attempts en 
route to All-SEC honors as a freshman, But 
the jury is out on punter Larry Binion, who 
was plagued by inconsistency while aver- 
aging 35.9 yards. Incoming freshman 
David Leaverton will get a good look. Fair 
is the top candidate to return kicks. 
Key to success: Tighten up the defensive 
holes, There were several games last year 
where the offense simply had to outscore 
the opposition. With Manning & Co,, that’s 
usually doable. But even Manning can’t 
overcome 48 consecutive points, which 
‘Tennessee allowed vs, Florida last season 
after building a 30-14 lead. 
Outlook: Can the Vols improve on 11-1? 
They could, because Florida must go to 
Knoxville, 
VOLUNTEERS DATA 
Coach: Philip Fulmer (32-7-1, 4 years). 
1s pa ‘11-1 (beat Ohio State in Cts Bowl), SEC East: 
4/20, 

Key losses: Shane Burton, DT; Scott Galyon, OLB; DeRon, 
Jenkins, CB; Jason Layman, OT; Bubba Miller, C; Trey Peterson, 
G; Jesse Sanders, OLB; Jeff Smith, G; Steve White, DE, 
Startors returning: Offense (7): Chester Ford, FB, 60/228, 
Sr, Jay Graham, TB, 6-0/206, Sr Joey Kent, WR, 6-1/184, 
Sr; Peyton Manning, OB, 6:6/215, Jr; Marcus Nash, WR, 
6-3/190, Jr; Scott Peifer, TE, 6-5/245, Sr. Robert Poole, T, 
6-3/291, Jr. Defense (7); Raymond Austin, CB (moved from 
SS), 5-11/181, Sr; Billy Boron, T, 69/265, 
CBIKR, 6-11/175, 
Hines, MLB, 6:0/226, Sr; Leonard itl, E, $0080, st Trl 
‘Noel, SS (mved from FS), 6-0/182, Jr, Kickers (2); Larry 
Binion, P, 6-3/190, Sr, Jeff Hall, K, 6:0/182, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Jonathan Brown, DE, Jr; Jeff Coleman, 
DE, Soph,; Jetemaine Copeland, QB/WR, Soph.; Bill Dutt, DT, 
Ji Cory Gaines, FS, Jr; Mercedes Hamilton, G (moved from 
DT), Soph; Nick Jester, LB, Sr. (RS/injury); Craig King, LB, 
Sr; Mark Levine, RB, Soph,; Andy McCullough, WR, Jr.; 
Dustin Moore, TE, Soph; Jason Parker, FS, Sr. (RSIsuspen- 
sion); Peerless Price, WR, Soph.; Diron Robinson, C, Soph.; 
Benjie Shuler, WR, Jr; Trey Teague, OT, Jt; Jarvis Reado,, 
OT, Jt Al Wilson, LB, Soph, 
‘Top newcomers: Chad Ciltton, G, Fr. (RS); Brian Darden, TB, 
Fr; Shaun Ells, DE, Fr.; Dwayne Goodrich, DB, Fr; Shawn 
Johnson, LB, Fr. (RIS); David Leaverton, P, Fr.; Tee Martin, 
QB, Fr, Billy Ralf, DE, Fr. (AS); Spencer Riley, DT, Fr (RS); 
Corey Terry, DL, Soph. (JC); Fred White, SS, Fr. (RS), 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Graham (272 att, 
1,438 yds, 12 TD); Passing: Manning (380 att, 244 comp, 4 
INT, 22 TD, 2,954 yds.); Recelving: Kent (69 
97D); Tackles: Hines (78); Sacks: Littie (11). 
Site: Knowille, Tenn. Stadium: 
Last league title won: 1990, 
SCHEDULE 

Nov. 2—at South Carolina 
‘Sept. 7—-UCLA Noy. 9—-at Memphis. 
Sept, 21—Florida Nov. 16—Arkansas 
Oct. 3—vs. Miss. (at Memphis) Nov. 23—Kentucky 
Oct. 12—al Georgia Nov. 30—at Vanderbilt 
Oct. 26—Alabama_ 


Offensive strengths: Georgia's glory days 
are tied to a herd of great running backs, 


‘Aug. 31—UNLV 


A healthy Mike Bobo would a along way to- 
ward Georgia having a consistent offense, 


not Air Zeier, and the Bulldogs are loaded 
once again, Six running backs who started 
at least one game last season return, led by 
Robert Edwards, the converted defensive 
back who was brilliant in his two-game, in- 
jury-shortened season, Torin Kirtsey, 
Edwards’ chief replacement, has valuable 
experience, but the back to watch is in- 
coming freshman Patrick Pass, one of the 
more highly touted recruits in the nation, A 
healthy Mike Bobo at quarterback 
throwing to Juan Daniels and Hines Ward 
should give Georgia a balanced offense. 
Offensive weaknesses: Three starters on 
the line will be tough to replace, especially 
since all three were fifth-year seniors. 
Tackle Adam Meadows and guard Resty 
Beadles are the nucleus around which new 
coach Jim Donnan, who arrives from 
Marshall, must rebuild, 

Defensive strengths: The secondary has 
a chance to be good, as do the linebackers. 
Corey Johnson brings leadership to the 
secondary at free safety, Strong safety 
Armin Love and cornerbacks Alandus Sims 
and Ronald Bailey have started, and depth 
is excellent. Despite losing leading tackler 
Whit Marshall, the linebacking group re- 
turns Greg Bright and Brandon Tolbert, 
‘Tolbert did a fine job starting last year 
when Randall Godfrey was injured, and 
Bright is a two-year starter. 

Defensive weaknesses: Help! The top 
four ends are gone. The Bulldogs recorded 
only 25 sacks last year, so getting more 
production at end would be a good idea. 
Chris Terry is the leading returnee, but he 
had just seven tackles last season, This 
sounds like a golden opportunity for a JC 
transfer like Cletidus Hunt or a blue-chip 
freshman like Marcus Stroud. 

Special teams: Punter Dax Langley, who 
averaged 39.5 yards last season, is solid. 
He'll also try to win the kicking job left by 
Kanon Parkman, Chris McCranie averaged 
10.5 yards per punt return in '95. 

Keys to success: First, Georgia has to 


avoid the injuries that sabotaged whatever 
hope Ray Goff had of saving his job last 
year. Second, the Bulldogs have to get 
tougher on defense, especially up front. 
That's where tackle Jason Ferguson and 
nose guard Jermaine Smith must deliver. 
Outlook: Georgia has three winnable SEC 
road games: South Carolina, Mississippi 
State and Kentucky, A sweep would make 
Dawgs fans happy with Donnan, Third 
place in the East is there for the taking. 

BULLDOGS DATA 
Coach: Jim Donnan (frst season; 64-21 overall, 6 years), 
1995 record: 6-6 (lost to Virginia in Peach Bowl), SEC East: 
3-5/9d. 
Key losses: Philip Benton, DE; Philip Daniels, DE; Randall 
Godtrey, LB; Brice Hunter, WR; Whit Marshall, MLB; Buster 
‘Owens, CB; Kanon Parkman, K; Paul Taylor, G; Troy Stark, OT; 
David Weeks, C. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Resly Beadles, G, 6-3/294, St; 
Larry Brown, TE, 6-5/250, Soph; Selma Calloway, FB, §-11/200, 
ut Juan Daniels, WR, 6-2/207, Sr, Torin Kinsey, TB, 6-0/175, 
‘Soph.; Adam Meadows, T, 6-7/280, Sr; Hines Ward, WR 
(moved from OB), 6:1/194, ur Defense (7) Greg Bright, OLB, 
6-2/226, Jr; Jason Ferguson, T, 6-5/905, Sr; Corey Johnson, 
FS; 5-11/190, Sr, Armin Love, SS, 6-1/192, Soph.; Alandus, 
Sims, CB, 6-1/194, Sr.; Jermaine Smith, NG, 6-3/275, Sr; 
Brandon Tolbert, OLB, 2/221, ur Kickers (1): Dax Langley, P, 
62/178, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Robert Arnaud, TB, Soy 
CB, Jr; Mike Bobo, QB, Jr; Derrick Byrd, DE, 
FB/TB, Sr; Matt Dickson, WR, Sr; Robert Edwards, TB, Jr. 
(RSAoot); Antonio Fleming, G, Jr; D.J. Johnson, MLB, Jr; Chris 
McCranie, WAUKR, Sr.; Marisa Simpson, FB, Sr.; Kirby Smart, 
OB, Soph; Paul Snelings, DT, Soph; Matt tinchcomb, G, 
Soph,; Travis Stroud, NG, Jt; Chris Terry, DE, Soph.s Marcus: 
Williams, OLB, Sr, 
‘Top newcomers: Earl Chambers, OB, Fr (RS); Cletidus Hunt, 
DE, ut. (JC); Miles Luckie, DT, Fr (RS); Larry Mann, FS, Fr. 
(RIS); Patrick Pass, TB, Fr.; Rich Robich, MLB, Jr, (JC); Marcus 
Stroud, DE, Fr, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Kitsey (134 at, 
(603 yds., 5 TD); Passing: Ward (112 att, 69 comp,, 3 INT, 2 
‘TD, 872 yds,); Recelving: Daniels (48 tec,, 726 yds, 6 TD); 
Tackles: Bright (93); Sacks: Smart (3), 
Site: Athens, Ga, Stadium: Sanford (86,117), 
Last league title won: 1982, 

SCHEDULE 

‘Aug.31—Southern Miss Oct. 26—at Kentucky 
Sept, 14—at S. Carolina Nov, 2—Florida (at Jacksonville) 
Sepl.21—Texas Tech Nov. 16—at Auburn’ 
Oct. 5—at Missisipp St. Nov. 23—Mississippi 
Oct. 12—Tennessee Nov, 30—Georgia Tech 
Oct. 19—Vanderbilt 


4, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Offensive strengths: The Gamecocks have 
some playmakers at the skill positions. 
Tailback Duce Staley averaged 5.8 yards per 
carry and scored eight rushing touchdowns. 
He also caught 31 passes, proving his value 
in Brad Scott's Florida State scheme. 
Receiver Zola Davis snagged 58 passes in 
his rookie season and will be joined by 
touted freshman Jermale Kelly, the second- 
leading receiver in South Carolina prep his- 
tory, Also, three line starters are back, led 
by tackle Jamar Nesbit. 

Offensive weaknesses: Inexperience, espe- 
cially at quarterback, Steve Taneyhill started 
the last 40 games, but he and his charisma 
are gone, Heir apparent Anthony Wright has 
some skills and should be more mobile. On 
the downside, his resume includes only 27 
career pass attempts. Fullback Stanley 
Pritchett also appears to have left nearly unfil- 
lable shoes. He rushed for 333 yards and 
caught a team-high 62 passes, 

Defensive strengths: Strength is a relative 
term since South Carolina was dreadful in 
virtually every category last year. On the 
bright side, three starters return in the sec- 
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‘NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Tim Couch, OB, Kentucky 


DEFENSE: Michael Myers, DE, Alabama 


ondary, led by head-hunting strong safety 
Ben Washington, If there's an All-SEC can- 
didate on the unit, it's him. Joe Troupe has 
one corner nailed down, Arturo Freeman 
won a starting job at free safety as a 
freshman and should be more comfortable. 

Defensive weaknesses: Take your pick, 
but start at the bottom’ line—the 
Gamecocks ranked last in the SEC in 
scoring defense, allowing 35 points a game. 
They were about equally bad against the 
run and the pass, ranking 11th in each. 
Tackling must improve. Sack leader Eric 
Sullivan is gone, but three other starters 
return up front. The linebacking corps is a 
huge question mark, though Florida 
transfer Darren Hambrick should be a big 
boost. Despite the inexperience, Scott likes 
the talent pool, 

Special teams: Dependable Reed 
Morton begins his fourth year as 
Carolina’s kicker. He has made 30-of-42 
career kicks. Signee Courtney Leavitt 
was the top-ranked prep kicker in the na- 
tion and could be the punter from Day 
One. The Gamecocks should have one of 
the league’s better return games with 
Staley and Terry Cousin. 

Keys to success: Wright has to be Mr. 
Right for the offense, but the biggest key is 
shoring up the defense. Two new defensive 
assistants, as well as a banner recruiting 
class, must help now. 

Outlook: Year No. 3 of Scott’s rebuilding 
project will be a struggle. The Gamecocks 
better have a winning record by 
Halloween, because the November stretch 
consists of Tennessee and road trips to 
Florida and Clemson. 
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GAMECOCKS DATA 


Coach: Brad Scott (11-11-1, 2 years), 
1995 record: 4-6-1. SEC East: 2-5-1/4th. 


WR; Ron Nealy, CB; Darel Nckow, WR: Stanley Prichet, FB; 
Etic Sulvan, DT; Steve Taneyhil, OB. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Zola Davis, WR, 6-1/192, 
‘Soph.; Jamar Nesbit, T (moved from G), 64/303, Soph.; Duce 
sae 18 5-11/207, Sr; Randy Wheeler, T, 62/296, Sr; 
Travis Whitfield, G, 6-4/285, Jt. Defense (6): Maynard 
Caldwell, E, 6-1/238, Sr; Arturo Freeman, FS, 6-1/185, Soph.; 
Selvesta Miller, E, 6-2/245, Jr.; Henry Taylor, T, 6-1/274, Jr; 
Joe Troupe, CB, 5-8/185, Sr.; Ben Washington, SS, 5-11/196, 
ut Kickers (1): Reed Morton, K, 58/183, St 
Other key returnees: Chad Bamhardt, QB, Soph.; Paul 
Beckwith, C, Jr.; Corey Bridges, WR, Sr.; Quinn Brodie, DT, 
‘Sr; Shane Burmham,ILB, Jt; Tery Cousin, CB, Sc; Kerry 
Hood, WR, Soph,’ Jason Lawson, TE, St.; Reggie 
Richardson, CB, Sr. (RS/knee); Marcus Robinson, WR, Sr.; 
‘Anthony Wright, OB, Soph.; Benji Young, LB, Sr. 
‘Top newcomers: Mike Curry, RB, Fr. (RS); Ben Fleming, WR, 
Fr. (RS); Ray Green, DB, Fr, (RS); Darren Hambrick, OLB, Jr. 
(transfer/Florda); Jermale Kelly, WR, Fr; Courtney Leavit, 
WP, Fr.; Mark Love, LB, Jr. (transter/Navy); Michael Maddox, 
DT, ur (RSHIC); Steve Mixon, FB, Fr. (RS); Jason Pomar, WR, 
Fr, (RS); Errol Rochester, LB, Fr. (RS); Travis Salley, DE, 
Soph. (ranster/Navy). 
Returning statistical leaders; Rushing: Staley (127 att., 736 
yds., 87D); Passing: Wright (27 att, 17 comp. 1 INT, 2TD, 
207 yds.); Receiving: Davis (58 rec., 911 yds., 9 TD); 
Tackles: Washington (93); Sacks: Caldwell (55). 
Site: Columbia, .C. Stadium: Wiliams-Brice (80,250) 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. Central Floida Oct. 19 Arkansas 
14—Georgia ‘Oct. 26—at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 21—East Carolina Nov. 2—Tennessee 
‘Sept. 28—Mississippi St. Nov. 16—at Florida 
‘Oct. 5—at Auburn Nov. 23—at Clemson 
Oct. 12—at Kentucky 


. KENTUCKY 


Offensive strengths: 
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for grabs since we can’t count 3-point 
shooting. It would have been tailback Moe 
Williams, but after rushing for an SEC- 
high 1,600 yards, he turned pro a year 
early. Given his absence and the lack of a 
proven replacement, a strength might have 
been the return of three line starters. But 
then two-year starting guard Brandon 
Jackson got booted off the team. Guard 
John Schlarman is pretty good, but he suf- 
fered a torn ACL in his left knee during 
spring ball. Tackle Jonas Liening started 
every game as a redshirt freshman. 
Quarterbacking should be improved. Billy 
Jack Haskins will have to fight off 
freshman Tim Couch, considered by most 
as the top recruit in the nation. 

Offensive weaknesses: The receiving corps 
doesn’t knock anybody’s socks off. Even with 
Williams, Kentucky still ranked 11th in the 
SEC in total offense, an indictment of the 
Wildcats’ aerial abilities. The passing game 
always has lacked imagination, but coach Bill 
Curry predicts that will change in coordi- 
nator Elliot Uzelac’s second year. 

Defensive strengths: How about two vet- 
eran linebackers? Mike Schellenberger led 
the team in tackles at middle linebacker. 
He had double-figures tackles in six games 
last year and still had enough energy to 
play fullback in short-yardage situations. 
Outside linebacker Lamont Smith had four 
double-figure games. With Kurt Supe back 
at end after a broken arm ruined most of 
his junior season, the ‘Cats have at least 
one legitimate pass rusher. 

Defensive weaknesses: Strong safety 
Leman Boyd and cornerback Van Hiles are 
the only returning starters from a sec- 
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Kurt Supe led Kentucky in sacks with five last 
season despite missing most of the year. 


ondary that had trouble making stops last 
year. The secondary didn't get much help 
up front. Kentucky recorded only 21 sacks 
last year, which ranked 10th in the league. 
Special teams: The punting was bad last 
year, but the kicking was worse, Kentucky 
made just 6-of-14 field-goal attempts. Curry 
hopes JC kicker Tobin Anderson is the an- 
swer. Kio Sanford is a good kickoff return 
man and should get plenty of opportunities. 
Key to success: Somebody—maybe 
Raymond McLaurin—has to come through 
big-time and fill Williams’ shoes so the run- 
ning game remains viable, 
Outlook: Curry probably saved his job by 
landing Couch. Without Williams, some- 
body has to inject some life in the offense. 
Meanwhile, everybody always said Mike 
Archer was a proven defensive coordinator 
who just needed more players. Archer left 
for the NFL, so Rick Smith steps up to the 
hot seat. The ’Cats will battle Vandy and 
South Carolina to determine the pecking 
order in the bottom half of the East. 
WILDCATS DATA 


Coach: Bll Cury (22-45, 6 years; 79-98-4 overall, 16 years) 
1995 record: 4-7. SEC East: 2-/5th. 

Key losses: Andy Brit, G; Steven Hall, CB; Brandon Jackson, 
G (dismissed from team); Barry Jones, OT; Donte’ Key, DE; 
Marvin Mejor, DT (dismissed {rom team); Antonio O'Feral, 
WR; Reggie Rusk, FS; Mike Schlegel, DT; Brian Svinski, K; 
David Snardon, LB; James Tucker, WR; Moe Wiliams, TB 
(declared for NFL draft). 

Starters returning: Offense (5): Marcus Cross, TE, 6-4/227, 
“Jr;lsaae Cutis, TE, 6-3/283, Sr; Bll Jack Haskins, OB, 6- 
4/189, Jr Jonas Liening, T, 68/287, Soph,; John Schlarman, 
G (moved ftom Gistatus uncertain because of torn ACL in lett 
ke), 6-2/263, J. Defense (5): Leman Boyd, SS, 5-10/205, 
Sr; Van Hiles, CB/FS, 6-0/186, Sr; Mike Schellenberger, 
MLB, 6-0296, Sr; Lamont Smith, OLB, 6:2/230, Jr; Chris 
Ward, T (moved fram E), 6-4/264, Sr. Kickers (1): Jimmy 
Carer, P, 60/174, Soph 

Other key returnees: Dele Ali, LB, J; Kevin Coleman, WR, 
‘Soph; DeAnthony Honaker, G, St; Mark Jacobs, DT, Soph. 
Brian Johnson, K, Jr; Raymond McLaurin, TB, S.; Kio 
Sanford, WRIKR, Jt Jeremy Streck, OT (moved from DT), 
Soph.; Kurt Supe, DE, Sr; Jason Thomas, DE, Soph. Litleton 
Ward, CB, Jr; Jason Wats, C, Soph; Kiyo Wison, FS, St; 
Tony Woods, CB, Soph; Craig Yeast, WR, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Tobin Anderson, K/P Jt (JC); Harold Bell, 
DE, Jr (ASMC); Tim Couch, OB, Fr; Shamseldeen Arulogun, 
(OB, Fr. (RS); Derick Logan, TB, Fr; Marvin Love, WR, Jr. 


(JC); Tremayne Marin, SS, Jr JC); George Massey, DT, Fr; 
Andre’ Smith, LB. Jr (JC); Anwar Stewart, OLB, Fr. (RS); 
Anthony Watson, DE, F. (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McLaurin (60 at 
260 yds, 27D); Passing: Haskins (154 att, 93 comp, 6 INT, 
4 TD, 1,176 yds.); Receiving: Yeast (24 re., 337 yds,, 27D); 
Tackles: Schellenberger (104); Sacks: Supe (6). 

Site: Lexington, Ky. Stadium: Commonwealth (57,800). 

Last league tte won: 1976 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug3t—Louisvile Oct. 19a LSU 
Sept. 7—at Cincinnati Oct. 26—Georgia 
Sept. 21—Indiana Nov. 9-Missssippi St. 
‘Sept. 28—at Florida Nov. 16 Vanderbilt 
Oct, 5—atAlebama Nov, 23--at Tennessee 


Oct: 12—South Carolina 


6. VANDERBILT 


Offensive strengths: If there is a strength 
here, it’s that the Commdores have a year 
of growth under their belts in the transition 
from Gerry DiNardo’s option game to Rod 
Dowhower’s pro-style offense. Last season 
was painful, and, essentially, most of the 
skill players Dowhower has to work with 
are guys who were recruited to suit 
DiNardo’s scheme. Quarterback Damian 
Allen, who replaced Ronnie Gordon at mid- 
season, begins the season with more confi- 
dence in his passing ability, 

Offensive weaknesses: It would be nice 
to say Vandy can at least fall back on its 
running game, but that would be a stretch. 
Jermaine Johnson and Cliff Deese are 
gone from a unit that slipped to last in the 
SEC in rushing, leaving virtually no experi- 
enced backs. A committee of backs will re- 
place them. Duane Todd is the lone experi- 
enced receiver. Only two starters return on 
the line. This unit ranked last in the SEC in 
total offense by almost 100 yards per game 
behind the 11th-ranked team, scored one 
touchdown or less in seven games and 
committed 25 turnovers. 

Defensive strengths: Ten starters are 
back to do coordinator Woody 
Widenhofer's bidding. Only AIL-SEC tackle 
James Manley is gone, but Brian Boykin, 
Jay Stallworth and Matt Schuckman still 
form a decent line. Jamie Duncan is an all- 
over-the-place linebacker. This is a unit 
that got better as the year progressed and 
played high-powered Tennessee to a 
standoff before falling, 12-7. 

Defensive weaknesses: No doubt, Manley 
will be missed. The secondary also could 
miss free safety Marcus A. Williams, if a 
spring experiment at tailback takes hold. 
Special teams: Punter Bill Marinangel, 
who ranked second in the SEC with a 42.7- 
yard average, is a good one. Given Vandy’s 
offensive malaise, he gets lots of practice. 
The Commodores blocked five punts in '95 
and most of the special-teamers are back, 
led by Fred Vinson. Brett Speakman fig- 
ures to do the kicking. 

Key to success: The defense has to keep 
games low-scoring in order for the offense 
to have any chance. 

Outlook: Dowhower addressed two 
pressing needs in recruiting by signing 
seven offensive linemen and six receivers, 
but it may be awhile before any dividend 
checks can be cashed. If the Commodores 
can maintain their mysterious stranglehold 
on Kentucky (five consecutive victories), 
they have a chance at escaping the Eastern 
Division cellar. 
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THE PRESSURE’S ON 


Auburn’s Craig not just 
a goal-line QB anymore 


Of the five or six plays in Auburn's 
goal-line offense playbook last season, 
one was dubbed “Dameyune” and an- 
other “Craig.” 

‘They were named for the quarterback 
who ran that offense and helped Auburn 
score 13 touchdowns in 13 goal-line situ- 
ations during the regular season. 

Dameyune Craig proved adept with 
an abbreviated playbook, but that no 
longer is enough. As Auburn’s new 
starting quarterback, Craig—a fourth- 
year junior—now must have a firm 
grasp of the entire system while shoul- 
dering the responsibility that comes 
with his position. 

“He needs to as- 
sume a leadership 
role on the team,” 
coach Terry Bow- 
den says. 

“The only way 
T'm going to fulfill 
expectations is to 
win a national 
championship,” says 
Craig, who accounted for 10 touch- 
downs in 11 games last season, 

Bowden isn’t making the aspira- 
tions quite so lofty, but he does talk of 
winning the Western Division and 
Southeastern Conference titles after 
last season’s 84 record. That followed 
two seasons in which Auburn went a 
combined 20-1-1 while on NCAA pro- 
bation. 

While Craig’s showing will be critical 
to Auburn’s fate, Bowden says his con- 
cern is that too much will be asked of the 
multi-talented Craig (6-1, 185). In talking 
of Craig’s physical ability, Bowden and 
the strong-armed Craig offered compar- 
isons to Charlie Ward, Florida State’s 
1993 Heisman Trophy winner. 

“I think the concern is that we as 
coaches expect too much,” Bowden 
says. “We'll tell him to do too much. 
‘The fear is us more than him,” 

Auburn’s most valuable player in the 
1994 and 95 spring games, Craig fin- 
ished third on the team in total offense 
last season with 390 yards, going 28-of- 
40 for 268 yards and four touchdowns 
and rushing 22 times for 122 yards and 
six touchdowns. 

Bowden says Craig was good 
enough “to start for most teams in 
America” last year, but Bowden went 
with fifth-year senior Patrick Nix in 
hopes of avoiding a quarterback 
controversy. 

Craig hopes to incorporate his many 
physical tools with Nix's dropback 
style to develop into a quarterback 
with the consistency to succeed on a 
fulltime basis. 

—DAVE MOORMAN 
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COMMODORES DATA 


Coach: Rod Dowhower (29, 1 year, 4-10-1 overall, 2 years). 
1995 record: 29, SEC East: 1-7/6th, 
Key losses: Robert Couch, OT; Gif Deese, RB; Jermaine 
‘Johnson, RB; Mike Jones, G; Royce Love, RB; James 
Manley, DT; Sanford Ware, WR; Chad Wood, G; Steve 
Yenner, K. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): 
sim Anguiano, C, 62/268, Soph 
6-4/271, Sr; Duane Todd, WR, 6-3/210, urs Jason Tomichek, 
TE, 6-3/254, Sr, Defense (10): Brian Boykin, E,6-8/270, Sr; 
Corey Chavous, CB, 6-0/202, Soph. Jamie Duncan, LB, 6- 
4/230, Jr; DeReal Finkln, CB, -9/183, Sc; Carton Hal, LB, 
Si 


r3 Jay Stallworth, E, 6-2/25: 
6-3/214, Sr; Marcus A. Williams, FS (may move to TB), 6- 
0/197, J. Kickers (1): Bill Marinangel, P, 6-2/215, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Rahim Batten, FS, Soph; Clay 
Condray, OT, Soph. David Coppeans, OT, Soph; Jason 
Dunnavant, RB, Sor farcus Forrest, RB, Jr.; Alphonso 
Harvey, DT, Soph; Will Jacobs, G, Jr; Derick May, G, Soph; 
Paul Morgan, RB, Jt; Myron Murray, G, Soph.; Robert. 
Simmons, WR, Jt; Jason Sith, DT, Sop. Brett Speakman, 
K, Soph. Fred Vinson, CB, Soph; Kirk Willams, LB, Sr; 
Tyrone Yarbrough, RB, dr. 

‘Top newcomers: Teremy Banks, FS, F. (RS); Jamail Cater, 
QB, Fr. (RS); Bubba Dixon, TB, Fr.; Alvin Duke, RB, Fr. (RS); 
Hi Lewis, QB, F. (RS); Jason 


Tavarus Hogans, WR, 
‘Smith, LB, Fr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Marinangel (2 at, 
34 yds., 0 TD); Passing: Allen (136 att., 62 comp., 7 INT, 4 
‘TD, 728 yds.); Receiving: Todd (21 rec., 289 yds., 1 TD); 
‘Tackles: Duncan (120); Sacks: Stallworth (6), 

Site: Nashville, Tenn. Stadium: Vanderbilt (41,600). 

Last league title won: None. 


SCHEDULE 


Sepl.5—Notre Dame Oct. 26—South Carolina 
Sepl. 44—at Alabama~ Nov. 2—Ala-Birmingham 
Sepl.21—Mississippi Nov. 9—Florida 

Oct. 5—at LSU Nov. 16—at Kentucky 


Oct. 12—at North Texas Nov. 30—Tennessee 
Oct. 19—at Georgia 

Mike Strange covers Tennessee and the 
SEC for the Knoxville (Tenn.) News-Sentinel. 


WESTERN DIVISION 
1. AUBURN 


Offensive strengths: Plenty of talented 
receivers return, which should make it 
easier for junior quarterback Dameyune 
Craig, who finally gets a chance to show 
why there has been such anticipation about 
his move into the starting lineup. In limited 
action last season, Craig still finished third 
on the team in total offense with 390 yards. 
Offensive weaknesses: The line will be 
hard-pressed to replace two four-year 
starters and an early defector to the NFL, 
That doesn’t bode well for a running 
game that has tried to compensate for 
the loss of 1,000-yard rusher Stephen 
Davis by moving Fred Beasley from full- 
back to tailback. Beasley was Davis’ 
backup at tailback as a freshman before 
switching to fullback before his sopho- 
more season. 

Defensive strengths: Having nine starters 
back is encouraging. Marcellus Mostella 
(SEC-leading 128 tackles) is the leader of a 
strong linebacking corps that also features 
Terry Solomon and rising star Takeo 
Spikes. Sophomore nose tackle Jimmy 
Brumbaugh appears headed for big things. 
Defensive weaknesses: Depth, particu- 
larly along the front, is a concern. If the 
Tigers are susceptible anywhere, it’s in the 
secondary, but at least they have sopho- 
more strong safety Martavius Houston. 
Special teams: The departure of 
kicker/punter Matt Hawkins presents 
problems. JC transfer Jaret Holmes is a 


likely replacement, although Kevin Gentle 
could challenge. Robert Baker again will 
return kicks. 

Key to success: Craig must fulfill at least 
some of the promise that he displayed in 
practice and in goal-line situations last 
season, There's no question about his ath- 
letic ability. He needs to incorporate his 
skills into the game plan and make the 
right decisions with consistency. 

Outlook: A soft early-season schedule al- 
most guarantees the Tigers a quick start in 
their race to win the West. Some restless- 
ness exists since Auburn lost more games 
last season (four) than it had in the first 
two years combined under coach Terry 
Bowden. But there’s no need to panic, 


‘Tigers fans. 
TIGERS DATA 

Coach: Terry Bowden (28-4-1, 3 years; 92-40-2 overall, 12 
years). 
1995 record: 8-4 (lost to Penn State in Outback Bow). SEC 
West: 5-37T2nd. 
Key losses: Wille Anderson, OT (declared for NFL draft); 
TB; Andy Fuller, TE; Anthony Harris, LB; Matt 

ci 


Starters returning; Offense (6): Fred Beasley, TB (moved 
itom FB), 6-215, Jr; Tyrone Goodson, WR, 6-2175, J; 
Wilie Gosha, WR, 6-1/168, Sr. Victor Filey, T, 65/319, Jr; 
Leonard Thomas, G, 6:2/294, Sr. Defense (9): Jimmy 
6-1/266, Soph, Martavius Houston, SS, 6- 


Mark Smith, E, 64/272, St; Teny Solomon, OLB, 6 2/282, Sr; 
‘Takeo Spikes, ILB, 6-2/224, Soph.; Shannon Suttle, E, 6- 
4/282, dr. Kickers: None. 

Other key returnees: Robert Baker, WRIKR, Soph. 
Dameyune Craig, QB, Jt; Kevin Cummings, G, Jc; DeMarcus 
Curry, OT, Soph.; Bobby Dafin, OLB, Jr; Dan Evans, CB, 
‘Soph.; Kevin Gentle, K, Soph.; Eric Hines-Tucker, TB, Sr,; 
James Kiger, C, Jr.; Errick Lowe, WR, Soph.; Jessie 
MoCovery, Te, Sr; Kevin McLeod, FB, Jr: Ricky Neal, OLB, 
‘dt; dim Roe, OT, Sr.; Nate Smith, DE, Jr; Ryan Taylor, DE, 
Soph; Liron Thomas, FS, Sr; Tyreece Wiliams, CB, J. 

‘Top newcomers: Baret Askew, LB, Fr. (RS); Stan Belay, 
LB, Fr, (RS); Ben Elliott, G, Fr. (RS); Tellie Embery, RB, Fr.; 
Jaret Holmes, K/P, Jr. (JC); Jeno James, OT, Fr. (RS); 
Cencade Pennington, TB, Fr. (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Beasley (66 att, 
346 yds,, 5 TD); Passing: Craig (40 att, 28 comp.,1 INT, 4 
TD, 268 ys); Recelving: Gosh (58 rec, 668 yds., 07D); 
Tackles: Mostella (128); Sacks: Solomon (Q) 

Site: Auburn, Ala. Stadium: Jordan-Hare (85,214). 

Last league title won: 1989 (ie). 


SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 31—Ala.-Birmingham Oct. 19—at Florida 


Sept.7—Fresno State Nov. 2—Arkansas 

Sept. 14—at Mississippi Nov. 9—NE Louisiana 
Sept. 21—LSU Nov. 16—Georgia 

Oct. 5—South Carolina Nov, 23—Alabama 

Oct. 12—at Mississippi St. (at Birmingham) 


Offensive strengths: The Tigers’ most 
experienced line—headlined by guard Alan 
Faneca—in years will offer protection for a 
stout running game featuring sophomore 
tailbacks Kevin Faulk and Kendall 
Cleveland. A late-season injury to quarter- 
back Jamie Howard thrust then-freshman 
quarterback Herb Tyler into a starting 
role, and Tyler emerged with a 4-0 record. 
He'll look often to gigantic David LaFleur, 
one of the nation’s top tight ends. 
Offensive weaknesses: LSU went almost 
exclusively with a one-back set last season 
because it couldn't find a fullback. The 
Tigers still are looking. In addition, the re- 
ceivers are young, and depth along the line 
must be developed. 

Defensive strengths: Tackles Anthony 
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‘Aveurw UREVERSTY 


Outside linebacker Marcellus Mostella will be the 
leader of what should be a tough Auburn defense. 


McFarland and Chuck Wiley could be 
among the best in the SEC. McFarland 
also played fullback on occasion and 
caught a touchdown pass. Allen 
Stansberry, last season’s leading tackler 
with 109, boosts a linebacking group that 
will be strengthened further by the return 
of senior middle linebacker Mike Calais, 
who sat out last season while recovering 
from injuries, 

Defensive weaknesses: Standout ends 
Gabe Northern and James Gillyard have de- 
parted. Two starters in the secondary—as 
well as depth—must be developed. 
Regardless, the defense will continue to play 
an aggressive man-to-man in the secondary 
after leading the SEC in scoring defense 
and pass-efficiency defense last season. 
Special teams: LSU has some strong legs 
in punter Chad Kessler and kicker Wade 
Richey. An All-SEC selection, Kessler led 
the league with a 44.1-yard average. Richey 
assumes kicking duties after hitting a 48- 
yarder in the Independence Bowl, his only 
attempt last season, Return man Eddie 
Kennison will be difficult to replace. 

Key for success: In its first season under 
coach Gerry DiNardo, LSU realized its 
first winning season and first bowl appear- 
ance since the 1988 season. Now that the 
Tigers are expected to win, they must 
avoid a letdown. A schedule that dumped 
Texas A&M and South Carolina for 
Houston and Vanderbilt will help. 

Outlook: If LSU finds a way to compensate 
for the losses at wide receiver and defensive 
end, the Tigers should be a contender. 
Tyler isn’t flashy, but he doesn't make many 
mistakes. Pencil in LSU for a bowl bid. 


TIGERS DATA 
Coach: Gery DiNardo (7-44, 1 year, 26-294 overall, 5 
years). 
1995 record: 7-41 (beat Michigan State in Independence 
Bowi). SEC West: 4-3-/4th, 
Key losses: Tavi Crawford, SS; Robert Deshotel, MLB; 
James Gilyard, DE; Tory James, CB; Ede Kennison, 


\WRIKR; Mark King, G; Ania’ Lafleur, K; Gabe Norther, DE; 
‘Sheddick Witson, WR. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Ben Bordelon, T, 6/293, 
Sr; Marcus Carmouche, C, 63/291, Sr; Alan Faneca, G, 
6-5/310, Soph; Kevin Faulk, TB, $-10/192, Soph; David 
LaFleur, TE, 6-7/278, Sr; Nicky Savoie, FB, 6-6/239, Sr; 
Sean Wells, , 64/291, Sr, Defense (6): Clarence Lenton, FS, 
511/188, St; Anthony McFarian, T, 6/290, Soph; Pat 
Rogers, OLB, §-11/230, Sr; Allen Stansberry, OLB, 61/225, 
Sr; Denard Walker, CB, 6-1/187, Sr: Chuck Wiley, T, 64/274, 
ut, Kickers (1): Chad Kessler, P. 6-497, J. 
Other key returnees: Chris Beard, WR, Soph; Mike Calais, 
MLB, Sr. (RS); Trey Champagne, OT, Sr; Kendall Cleveland, 
Kevin Frankin, WR (moved from 15) SG 
Me Todd McClure, C, 


WR, dt; Wade chy, 


yan 

(8, Soph; oe Wesley, OLB, Soph 

Top newcomers: Yahmani Adams, WR, uc (JC); Ceci 
Colins, TB, Fr. Lary Foster, WR, Fr, (RS); Monte Gatin, 
MLB, Fr. (RS); Ryan Hebert, OT, Fr. (RS); Roshaun Matthews, 
DE, Fr. (RS); Naeshall Menard, G, Fr, (RS); Johnny Mitchel, 
OL, Fr; Jamal Pack, TE, Fr. (RS); Charles Smith, LB, Fr (RS); 
Damien Tuller, DT, Fr. (RS); Derion Yates, DE, Fr 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Faulk (174 att, 52 
yds, 6 TD); Passing: Tyler (69 at, 45 comp,,2INT, 57D, 
{589 yds); Receiving: LaFleur (12 rec, 120 yds., 07): 
Tackles: Stansberry (109); Sacks: Wily (7). 

Site: Baton Rouge, La. Stadium: Tiger (79,940), 

Last league ttle won: 1988 (ti) 


SCHEDULE 
Sepl.7—Houslon Oct. 26—Missssipl Stale 
‘Sept. 21—at Auburn Nov. 9—Alabama 
Sepl. 28—Now Mexico St. Nov. 16—at Mississippi 


Oct. 5—Vanderbit Nov. 23—Tulane 
Oct. 12—at Florida Nov. 30—at Arkansas 
Oct 19—Kentucky (at Lite Flock) 


ALABAMA 


Offensive strength: change i in philos- 
ophy might make more of an impact than 
any player. Woody McCoryey was pro- 
moted to coordinator and simplified the of 
fense, much to the satisfaction of conserva- 
tive coach Gene Stallings. It helps, too, that 
Alabama has a pair of dangerous tailbacks 
in Dennis Riddle and Curtis Alexander. 
Keep an eye on tailback Shaun Alexander, 
a heralded recruit who got bigger and 
stronger as a redshirt last season. 
Offensive weaknesses: After Ed 
Scissum, there's no one at fullback, Four 
starting linemen return, but their protec- 
tion skills are questionable. Quarterback is 
unsettled—again. Junior Freddie Kitchens 
is battling sophomore Warren Foust. Like 
the quarterbacks, the receiving corps 
scares absolutely no one. 

Defensive strengths: Under new coordi- 
nator Mike Dubose, Alabama promises to 
be more aggressive and apply more pres- 
sure, The Tide should have no problem ful- 
filling Dubose’s wish, thanks to outside 
linebacker Dwayne Rudd and a strong line 
led by end Darrell Blackburn. New sec- 
ondary coach Curley Hallman, LSU’s 
former coach, has Alabama playing more 
man-to-man than usual. He has loads of 
talent to work with, including strong safety 
Kevin Jackson and cornerback Deshea 
Townsend. 

Defensive weaknesses: It's hard to find 
any. Alabama returns six starters to a unit 
that led the league and finished ninth in 
the nation in total defense last season. The 
MOst difficulty the players may encounter 
is adjusting to Dubose and Hallman. 
Special teams: Alabama lost AllAmerica 
Vdet Michael Proctor and will rely on a 
walk-on to replace him. Hayden Stockton, 


LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


Linebacker Allen Stansberry was a major reason 
LSU led the SEC in aed defense last season. 


who averaged 40.9 yards per punt last 
season, returns, 

Key to success: The offense has to 
supply some offensive punch to comple- 
ment a solid defense that can’t carry the 
load every week. Does that sound familiar? 
Outlook: Alabama's offense needs direc- 
tion. That's why the selection of a quarter- 
back is so important. Kitchens has better 
dropback ability, which he displayed at 
times last season. But Foust provides the 
mobility that Stallings likes. No matter the 
choice, Alabama will contend because of 
its defense. 


CRIMSON TIDE DATA 


Coach: Gene Stalings (52-226 years; 7-671 overal, 13 yeas), 
1995 record: 8-3. SEC West: 5-4/T2nd. 
Key losses: Maurice Belser, G; Cuts Brown, WR: Be 


Proctor, k; John Walters, MLB. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (7): John Causey, C, 6-2/262, 


‘Sr.; Pete DiMario, T, 6-4/276, Sr.; Joel Holliday, T, 6-9/292, Jr.; 
Freddie Kitchens, QB, 6-2/230, Jr.; Dennis Riddle, TB, 
6-0/195, Jr.; Ed Scisstim, FB, 6-0/210, Jr.; Laron White, G, 


62/232, Je; Cedric Samuel, FS, 5-9/186, Sr.; Ralph Staten, 
OLB, 6-4/200, Sr.; Deshea Townsend, CB, §-10/170, ur 
Kickers (1): Hayden Stockton, P, 6-0/204, Sr. 


Bryant, CB, Soph; Tyrell Buckner, MLB, 
MLB, Sc; Warren Foust, 0B, Soph.; Wil Friend, G, Jc; 
Hape, TE, Sr; Chris Hood, DE, Soph; Exc Kerley, DT, dr 
Kelvin Moore, DE, St. Jahn David Philips, QB, Soph. (RSVin- 
jury); Paul Pickett, OLB, Jr (RS/back); Ozell Powell, DT, Sr. 
Rod Rutledge, TE, Jt; Andre Shor, SS, Jr; Sage Spree, OT, 
Soph; Brian Steger, TB, Sr; Michael Vaughn, WR, Soph.; 
Marcell West, WR, Sr 
‘Top newcomers: Shaun Alexander, 78, Fr. (RS); Shamari 
Buchanan, WR, Fr. (RS); Reggie Grimes, FB, Fr (RS); 
Thomas Hil, CB, Fr.(RS); Jason McDonald, OT, Fr. (RS); 
Brenon Meadows, C, ur. (ransferLovisvile); Michael Moore, 
. Fr. (RS); Michael Myers, DT, dr: (NC); Chris Samuels, OT, 
Fr. (RS); Kenny Smith, DL. Fr; Clint Waggoner, DE, Fi. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Riddle (236 at, 969 
yds,, 8 TD); Passing: Kitchens (127 att, 63 comp.,5INT. 3 
‘TD, 811 yds); Receiving: Fiddle (23 rec, 150 yds., 1D); 
Tackles: Rudd (91); Sacks: Blackbur (10). 

Site: Tuscalonsa, Ala. Stadium: Bryant-Denny 
(70,123)Bimingham's Legion Feld (83,081). 

Last league title won: 1992. 


SCHEDULE 

‘Aug.31—Bowiing Green Oct. 12—at N.C. State 

(atBirmingham) Oct. 19 Mississippi 
Sept.7—Southern Miss Oct. 26—at Tennessee 

{atBimningham) Nov, 9—at Louisiana State 
Sept. 14—Vanderbit Nov. 16 —at Mississippi St, 
Sept. 21—at Arkansas. Nov. 23—Aubum 

(atlitle Rock) (atBimmingham) 
Oct. 5—Kentucky 


4. ARKANSAS 


Offensive strengths: If tailbacks Oscar 
Malone and Madre Hill return to health, 
the defending Western Division champions 
will have a top-notch running attack. 
Malone sat out last season with a knee in- 
jury; a late-season knee injury forced Hill 
to miss spring practice, but he is expected 
back after gaining a school-record 1,387 
yards last season. They'll work behind a 
stronger, more experienced and athletic 
line. Anthony Eubanks and Anthony Lucas 
form a solid receiving tandem. 
Offensive weaknesses: Replacing four- 
year starting quarterback Barry Lunney 
won't be easy. Sophomore Pete Burks has 
a stronger arm and runs better than 
Lunney but lacks experience. True 
freshmen will back up Burks. 
Defensive strengths: Geno Bell may be 
the SEC's best nose tackle after moving 
there from tackle, Arkansas also has a pair 
of skilled linebackers in Mark Smith and 
Vincent Bradford. Smith, an All-SEC pick, 
made 115 tackles to lead Arkansas for the 
second consecutive season. Bradford fol- 
lowed with 97 stops. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
will feature more speed than last year’s edit 
tion, but all four projected starters are new, 
That means new coordinator Miles 
Aldridge won't have the Hogs blitzing as 
often as last season, 
Special teams: The kickers are solid. 
Matt Wait averaged 38.6 yards per punt last 
season. Todd Latourette made 14-of-21 
field-goal attempts. Cory Nichols is a dan- 
gerous return man, 
Key to success: Arkansas must find the 
confidence and enthusiasm that made it 
the surprise winner of the West in ’95, An 
early upset could offer some encourage- 
ment after the disappointing end to their 
championship season. 
Outlook: No matter how many skill 
players the Razorbacks have on offense, it 
can't make up for inexperience at quarter- 
back. The defense doesn't seem equipped 
to shoulder the responsibility to carry the 
team, so the Hogs shouldn’t make any 
bow! plans. 

RAZORBACKS DATA 
Coach: Danny Ford (17.171,3 yeas) 113474 overal 14 


years). 
19095 record: 8-5 (lost to North Carolina in Carquest Bow). 
SEC West: 6-2)ist, 
Key losses: Marcus Adair, DE; Spencer Brown, CB; Tracy 
Cantlope, 


Fs, WR; 
‘Nunnerley, FS; Eat Soot ©; Junior Sof, NG. 


Starters: : Offense (7): Winston Alderson, T,6-4/288, 
‘Sr; Mark Baker, TE, 6:2/241, Jr; Russ Brown, G, 6-0/273, 
‘Soph; Anthony Eubanks, WR, 6-2/194, Jr; Madre Hill TB, 

; Anthony Lucas, WR, 6-3/187, Soph ; Carlos 
‘Showers, T, 6-5/278, Sr. Defense (4): Geno Bel, Waters 
from 1), 62/276, Sr; Vincent Bradiord, LB, 62/217, St; 
‘Sanders, T, 64/270, Jr; Mark Smith, OLB, 6-3/229, eters 
(2) Todd Latourette, K, 63205, Soph.; Matt Wait, P,§-10/221, Jr. 
Other key retumees: Chis Akins, CB, Soph.; Ken Anderson, 
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DT, dt; Justin Bown, DE, Soph; Pete Burks, QB, Soph, 
Grant Garret, C, Soph; DeAnthony Hall SS, Soph, Philip 
Hayes, FS, urs Michael Henry, OT, Sooh.; Tyrone Henry, FB, 
Js Anthony Hicks, LB, Sc; Oscar Malone, TB, Sr. (RS/kne®); 
GJ, McLain, LB, Soph; Cry Nichols, TBIKR, Soph. 

‘Top newicomers: D.J. Cooper, DT, Fr (RS); Randy Gamer, 
DE, Fr: Chadd Jones, OB, Fr; Bryan Smith, DE, Fr; Emanuel 
Smith, WR, F. (RS); Clint Stoemer, QB, Fr. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Hill (207 att., 1,387 
yds., 15 TD); Passing: Burks (6 att. 2 comp., 1 INT, OTD, 14 
yds.); Receiving: Eubanks (43 rec, 596 yds., 4 TD); Tackles: 
‘Smith (115); Sacks: Bell (4), 

Site: Fayetteville, Ark. Stadium: Razorback (51,000)Littie 
Fock’s War Memorial (53,727) 

Last league tile won: None. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Sept, 7—SMU Nov. 2—at Auburn 
Sept. 21—Alabama Nov. 9—Mississip 
(at ile Rock) Nov. 16—Tennessee 
Sept. 28—NE Louisiana Nov. 23—at Mississippi St, 
(at ile Rock) Nov. 30-1SU 
Oct. 5—Florda (atte Rock) 
Oct, 12—Lovisiana Tech 
(atlitie Rock) 


Oct, 19—at South Carolina 


5, MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Offensive strengths: The Bulldogs re- 
turn a 2,000-yard passer (Derrick Taite), a 
1,000-yard rusher (Keffer McGee) and 
three starting linemen. Taite will become 
the school’s career passing leader this 
year. He’s complemented by McGee, who 
became just the third 1,000-yard rusher in 
school history. 

Offensive weaknesses: Thank goodness 
Taite has McGee and three returning 
linemen because he must operate without 
last year’s three leading receivers. At least 
guards Brad Ainsworth and Henry 
McCann and tackle Brent Smith offer Taite 
the promise of protection, The Bulldogs 
also must adapt to the ways of new coordi- 
nator Lynn Amedee, a veteran of the SEC 
who spent last year coaching ig high school 
after having served most recently at LSU. 
Defensive strengths: Among the seven 
returning starters are tackle James Grier 
and inside linebacker Dwayne Curry, 
which should make it easier to adopt the 
aggressive, blitzing scheme preached by 
new coordinator Joe Lee Dunn. Curry is 
one of the SEC’s best. 

Defensive weaknesses; The secondary is 
vulnerable, particulary since the two JC 
transfers expected to start at cornerback 
weren't eligible to practice in the spring. 
Izell McGill, the only returning corner- 
back, broke his leg and couldn't practice, 
either, Overall depth isn’t very good. 
Special teams: The return of punter Andy 
Russ and kicker Brian Hazelwood will bol- 
ster the Bulldogs. Russ averaged 41.4 
yards per punt in ’95, After taking over with 
four games left, Hazelwood made 4-of-5 
field-goal attempts. Michael Brown may be- 
come the top return man. 

Key to success: Taite must harness his 
skills and stay healthy while becoming 
comfortable with Amedee’s system. Also, 
McGee must at least duplicate what he did 
last season to take the pressure off Taite. 
Outlook: Embattled coach Jackie 
Sherrill is hoping that two new coordi- 
nators can turn around the program and 
produce a winner that would provide 
him security. But optimism does not 
flow freely from those who follow 
Mississippi State. 


De yr en en ee ae ee ee 


BULLDOGS DATA 
Coach: Jackie Sheri (28-28-28 years; 123-73-4 overall, 18 


years), 

1995 record: 3-8. SEC West: 1-7/6th. 

Key losses: Brian Anderson, G; Bemard Evel, DB; Walt 
Haris, DB; Chris Jones, WR: Eric Moulds, WR; Covey Sears, 
DT Lamy Willams, DE; Brian Wright, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Brad Ainsworth, G, 62234, 
‘Sr; Nakia Greer, FB, 5-10/227, Jr.; John Jennings, TE, 6- 
4225, Soph. Henry MCann, G, 6-827, Sr; Keffer McGee, 
RB, 5-10/202, Jr,; Brent Smith, T, 6-6/275, Sr.; Derrick Taite, 
(0B, 6-494, Sr Defense 7): Dwayne Cuny, ILB, 63/248, 
‘Sr; Teny Day, 7, 6-5/281, ‘Sx, Gregory Favors, OLB, 6-3/228, 


my Lipscomb, SS, §-10/185, Sr; feel MoGil, CB, 5- 
‘Ove, J Kickers (2 ‘Brian Hazelwood, K, 6-0/175, Soph.; 
‘Andy Russ, P, 6-0/186, Sr, 

Other key returnees: Michael Brown, WR, Jr; Eric Daniel, 
‘SS, Soph.; Anthony Derricks, FS, Soph. Be Daas 


‘Top newcomers: Lamon Dumas, CB, J, (JC); Jamil Graham, 
DE. Fr. (RS); Comell Menafee, DE, Fr. (RS); Paul Mooney, 
OT, Fr. (RS); Rob Morgan, OB, Fr. (RS); Kendall Roberson, 
FS, F. (RS); Anthony Willams, CB, Jr. (NC); Lamont 
‘Woodberry, WR, ur. (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McGee (235 at, 
1,072 yds,, 13 TD); Passing: Taite (309 att,, 165 comp., 11 
INT, 16D, 2,241 yds.); Recelving: McGee (27 rec., 295 yds., 
27D); Tackles: Cu (113) Sacks: Gee (3). 

Site: Strhvile, Mis. Stadium: Scott Feld (40,656). 
inal league title won: 1941. 

SCHEDULE 


‘Sept. 7—al Memphis: ‘Nov. 2—NE Louisiana 
Sept. 2+—Louisiana Tech Nov. 9—at Kentucky, 


Oct. 5—Georgia Nov, 23—Arkansas 
Oct. 42—Auburn Nov. 30—at Mississippi 
Oct. 26—at LSU 


6. MISSISSIPPI 


Offensive strengths: NCAA probation 
has reduced the Rebels’ numbers, but Ole 
Miss does have size. Tight end Kris 
Mangum is being touted as an All- 
American candidate. Three starting 
linemen return, including Skip Joyce, who 
has moved from tackle to center. 
Quarterback Paul Head led Ole Miss to 
victories in three ofits final four games. 
Offensive weaknesses: It remains to 
be seen whether running back Artie 
Moore can make people forget Dou 
Innocent. Moore enjoyed a productive 
spring, but he played sparingly last year 
after sitting out two seasons. The re- 
ceivers lack experience. 

Defensive strengths: Ole Miss returns 
strong safety Walker Jones, linebacker 


Kyle Wicker and cornerback Derek Jones, « 


three of its top four tacklers in 1995. Derek 
Jones, who headlines a solid secondary, 
also intercepted three passes. 

Defensive weaknesses: Despite the pres- 
ence of the Joneses, the secondary has 
work to do. There’s good speed, which 
means coverage mistakes could be erased, 
The line lacks strength, as six of the top 10 
linemen have departed. Like most areas, 
depth on defense is a problem. 

Special teams: It’s some consolation that 
the Rebels return kicker Tim Montz, who 
hit 13-of-19 field-goal attempts last season, 
including 4-0f9 from 40 yards or longer. But 
they must replace punter Lonny Calicchio. 
Expect Randall Green to get the job. Moore 
and Ta’Boris Fisher will return kicks. 

Key to success: Ole Miss, which has 
been able to sign only 13 players in each of 


Senior tight end Kris Mangum could be one of 
the few bright spots for the Mississippi offense. 


the past two years becuase of NCAA sanc- 
tions, must avoid injuries to have any kind 
of chance. The Rebels were able to sneak 
up on some teams last season, but they 
won't have that luxury this year, 

Outlook: With fewer scholarship players. 
(68) than allowed even in Division I-AA, it 
makes sense for Ole Miss, in the second 
year of probation and unable to go to a 
bowl, to open the season against two LAA 
teams. But reality quickly will set in for the 
Rebels when they host Auburn. 


REBELS DATA 


Coach: Tommy Tubervla (65, 1 year 
1995 record: 6-5, SEC West: 3-5/th. 
Key losses: Renard Brown, DE; Lonny Calicchio, P; Keith 
‘Campbell, FS; Ed Fortson, DT; Dou Innocent, RB; Michael 
Lowery, LB; Josh Nelson, QB; LeMay Thomas, WR; Paul 
Winfield, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Damon Bilbrew, WR, 
5-11/160, Sr Omar Edwards, T,6-4280, Jr; Ta'Boris Fisher, 
,6-0/190, Sr; Skip Joyos, C 
(rnoved from 7), 6-2/290, Sr; Kis Mangum, TE, 651240, St; 
Shannon Provenche,G, 62270, Sr, Detense (6): 
Coburn, T, 6-3/260, Jr; Derek Jones, CB, 5-9/170, Sr; Walker. 
‘Jones, SS, 6-3/210, Jr Gary Thigpen, CB, 5-9/161, Soph.’ 
Kyle Wicker, MLB, 6-2/225, Sr. Kickers (1): Tim Montz, K, 
6-085, St. 
Other key returnees: Lawrence Adams, FS, St. Jonathan 
Fe G, Sr; David Evans, DT, Sr; Randall Green, P, Ji. 
‘Andre Holis, WR, Sr; Boyd Kitchen, OT, J. (Riu); Bro 
Kreitz, OLB, Jr; Atie Moore, RB, Sr.; Stewart Patridge, QB, 
‘J. (RS); Monis Scott, DE, Soph,; Orlando Trainer, OT, Sr. 
‘Nate Wayne, OLB, Jc; Quentin Wilgon, DE, Sr 
Top newcomers: John Avery, RB, Jt (JC); Tony Cannion, RB, 
‘Soph. (transfet/Georgia Tech; Jason Ciingan, WR, Fr (RS); 
‘Joey Embry, G, Fr. (RS); Ken dudon, DE, Fr. (RS); Andre 
Rone, WR, Jr (IC); Thurman Thomas, DB, Fr. Todd Wade, 


, Fr (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Moore (40 at, 247 
yds. 1D); Passing: Head (19 at. 70 camo 2 NT. «70 
748 yi); Recelving: Fisher (45 re., 493 yds, 4 TO); 
Tackles: Walker Jones (90); Sacks: Wayne (25) 

Site: Oxord, Miss. Stadium: Vaught Hemingway (42,577) 
Lest league title won: 1963. 
SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31—Idaho Stale Ont. 26—Akansas St. 
Sept. 7—VMI (a Jackson, Miss) Nov. 9—at Arkansas 
Sept. 14—Aubum Nov. 16—-LSU 
Sept. 21—at Vanderit Nov, 23—at Georgia 
Oct. 3—Tennessee (at Memphis) Nov, 30-—Mississinoi St 
Oct 19at Alabama 
Dave Moorman covers the SEC for the 
Baton Rouge (La.) Advocate, 


TDVERSITV OF FLORIDA 


Ascending: LSU. After their first winning 
season since 1988, the Tigers are poised 
for a run at the West title if things fall into 
place. The arrival of a big-time recruiting 
class only adds to the momentum. Also, 
Georgia will get a boost from Jim 
Donnan’s hiring. 

Descending: Technically, Mississippi 
State descended last year, going from 8-4 
to 3-8. There aren't a lot of signs things 
are ready to improve in 1996, so last year 
probably wasn'ta fluke. 

Nightmare schedule: Vanderbilt. The 
Commodores better find some victories 
in the middle of the schedule. They open 
against Notre Dame and Alabama, then 
finish with Florida and Tennessee sand- 
wiched around Kentucky. 

Dream schedule: Tennessee plays nine 
games within its state. That includes road 
games at Memphis and Vandy, where Big 
Orange fans have a way of taking over sta- 
diums. Ole Miss moved its home game from 
Oxford to Memphis for a nice guarantee. The 
‘Vols’ only trips into hostile territories are jour- 
neys to Georgia and South Carolina. 

Best matchup: Florida at Tennessee, 
September 21. The SEC East title will be 
on the line, and there will be important 
national ramifications. This has become a 
big rivalry over the past five years, 

Worst matchup: August 31 is one bad 
matchup. Take your pick among 
Southwestern Louisiana at Florida, UNLV 
at Tennessee or Alabama-Birmingham at 
Auburn. In comparison, Idaho State at 
Ole Miss looks to be competitive. 

Bowl bound: Florida, Tennessée, LSU, 
Auburn, Alabama and maybe even 
Georgia won't be home for the holidays. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Arkansas QB 
Barry Lunney’s and South Carolina QB 
Steve Taneyhill’s. Pete Burks (at 
Arkansas) and Anthony Wright (at South 
Carolina) will have to replace four-year 


Ifyou're an opponent, you have to be on the 
lookout for Florida safety Lawrence Wright. 


Scoutinc THe SEC 


HONOR ROLL 


Best offensive line: Florida, 
Best defensive line: Alabama, 
Best linebackers: Alabama. 


Hardest hitter: Lawrence Wright, SS, Florida. 
Best backup quarterback: Erio Kresser, longa, 


Best pro prospect: Pejton Manning, OB, Tennessee. 
Best game-day atmosphere; Tennessee. 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


Top recruit in parentheses 


1, LSU (DE Derrion Yates), The Tigers got impact 
‘layers on the defensive and (Vates and Johnny 
Mitchel) offensive ines (Alcender Jackson) and a 
big-time running back (Cecil Colns). 

2, Tennessee (DB Dwayne Goodrich). 

4, Florida (DE Derrick Chambers). 

4, South Carolina (WR Jermale Kelly). 

5, Georgia (RB Patrick Pass). 

6. Arkansas (LB J.J. Jones). 

7. Auburn (OL. Colin Sears). 

8. Alabama (DL Michael Myers). 

9. Ole Miss (TE Rufus French), 

40, Kentucky (QB Tim Couch), 
‘1. Vanderbilt (OL Michaal Saltsman). 
42, Mississippi State (WR James Jones). 


starters. Wright might have the tougher 
job because the Gamecocks ask more of 
their quarterback than the Razorbacks, 
Most overrated player: Auburn WR 
Willie Gosha. Granted, Gosha made 58 
catches last season—but none went for 
touchdowns. Gosha is a solid player and 
will have good stats again. But he defi- 
nitely is not an All-American caliber player. 
Most underrated player: Tennessee 
CB Raymond Austin. He doesn’t make 
All-SEC teams, but he makes plays. This 
fall, he’ll make the difficult transition 
from safety to corner, but Vols coaches 
have confidence in him. 

Best coach: Steve Spurrier. Four SEC 
East titles in a row and three consecutive 
conference championships. It's no contest. 
Best staff: Defensive coordinator Bill 
“Brother” Oliver's well-paid move from 
Alabama to Auburn’s tips the scales to 
Terry Bowden's Tigers. But give Spurrier 
credit for bringing in defensive coordi- 
nator Bob Stoops, who worked wonders 
at Kansas State. 

Coach on the hot seat: Bill Curry bought 
time by signing quarterback Tim Couch, 
probably the most important recruit ever 
produced in the Bluegrass. But Curry 
must produce on the field. He has yet to 
deliver a winning mark in six seasons, 
Best bets: Peyton Manning and Danny 
Wuerffel both will finish in the top five in 
Heisman voting. ... Tim Couch will be 
Kentucky's quarterback by October 1, if 
not September LSU will go unbeaten 
in Tiger Stadium. ... Alabama will change 
starting quarterbacks before the year's 
finished. .., Tennessee's Jeff Hall will kick 
a 60-yard field goal. ... Jackie Sherrill will 


Mississippi State struggled last season, but it 
wasn’t the fault of linebacker Dwayne Curry. 


accuse LSU punter Chad Kessler of in- 
flating his footballs with helium. 

Odds and ends: Joe Lee Dunn is doing a 
pretty good Lynn Amedee impersonation. 
Dunn will be coordinating Mississippi 
State’s defense this year. Last year, it was 
Arkansas. The year before that it was Ole 
Miss. Coincidentally, Amedee is back in 
business at Mississippi State, coordinating 
Jackie Sherrill’s offense. He was only out 
of the league one year after his "94 stint at 
LSU. ... At Kentucky, Bill Curry closed 
practice to the media during the spring 
and will keep the ban in place through the 
opener with Louisville. Groundskeeping at 
Commonwealth Stadium gave him a con- 
venient excuse to cancel the spring game. 
Are the Wildcats doing some serious inno- 
vating on offense, or do they want to take 
the pressure off Tim Couch’s arrival for 
two-a-days? ... Tennessee lost offensive 
line coach Steve Marshall to UCLA in the 
offseason, Guess who visits Knoxville on 
September 7? UCLA. The Vols might have 
to change some calls. ... David Kelly is con- 
sidered a top-notch recruiter among SEC 
assistants. When the Ray Goff purge came 
at Georgia, LSU was happy to snag Kelly. 
... Tennessee is increasing the capacity of 
Neyland Stadium to 102,485. It’s the 
secondargest on-campus facility in the na- 
tion, trailing Michigan Stadium by a mere 
16 seats. ... Vanderbilt has thrown eight 
touchdown passes combined the past two 
seasons. ... Florida is one of only two 
teams (Florida State is the other) to finish 
each of the past five seasons ranked in the 
Top 10 in the final Associated Press poll. ... 
Georgia's Hines Ward had separate games 
of more than 100 yards rushing, receiving 
and passing last season. Ward will concen- 
trate on wide receiver this season. 
Beginning this season, CBS will be the na- 
tional network provider for SEC football. 
But the SEC championship game remains 
on ABC. 


—MIKE STRANGE 
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SOUTHEASTERN 
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lowa tailback Sedrick Shaw is bidding for his 
third consecutive 1,000-yard season, 


IOWA 


‘areer rushing leader 
Sedrick Shaw shouldn't have much trouble 
becoming just the seventh back in league 
history to have three consecutive 1,000-yard 
seasons. Tavian Banks joins Shaw to give 
Towa a formidable tailback duo. 

Offensive weaknesses: Hayden Fry's 
tight ends always have stood at the line, 
making them easy to spot. This year, unless 
a replacement emerges for the departed 
Scott Slutzker, Fry may want his tight ends 
in a three-point stance, so the dropoff in 
production from last season isn’t so ob- 
vious. Three linemen must be replaced. 
Defensive strengths: Cornerback Plez 
Atkins, who paced the Big Ten with six in- 
terceptions, headlines a veteran secondary, 
Towa’s last three foes combined for only 71 
yards rushing, which could be a preview of 
things to come given the return of star 
sophomore tackle Jared DeVries. End Bill 
Ennis-Inge provides leadership, and line- 
backer Vernon Rollins is a rising star. 
Defensive weaknesses: Experience usu- 
ally is a blessing, but the return of last 
year's starting secondary may not be a 
blessing given the way it was singed last 
season. Atkins and fellow cornerback Tom 
Knight were picked on in two of the 
Hawkeyes’ four league losses. 

Special teams: Tim Dwight, a fine re- 
ceiver, is the league’s premier return 
threat, and only a shortage of four punts 
kept Nick Gallery and his 45.3-yard ay- 
erage from ranking second in the nation, 
With talent like that, luck isn’t necessary, 
but Iowa found it in walk-on Zach Bromert, 
who was inserted in the third game and 
kicked 35 extra points and was 7-of-8 on 
field-goal attempts. 

Key to success; Each of lowa’s three Rose 
Bowl trips under Fry has come with an All- 
Big Ten quarterback leading the way. No 
wonder Fry says, “Any time you have a 
quality veteran returning at quarterback, 
you feel real good.” That puts the pressure 
on Matt Sherman, who is 10-4 in 114 
seasons as a starter. Until the Sun Bowl, he 
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BIG TEN 


Conference Rank: 3 
By BRUCE HOOLEY 


REDICTIO 


1. IOWA > | 
PENN STATE 

OHIO STATE 

MICHIGAN | 
NORTHWESTERN 
MICHIGAN STATE 

PURDUE 

WISCONSIN 

INDIANA 

ILLINOIS 

MINNESOTA 


hadn't played well in a big game. Iowa 
needs that on a consistent basis if it is to 
claim another ticket to Pasadena. 
Outlook: Experience, momentum from a 
three-game winning streak to end the 1995 
season and a friendly 1996 schedule are in 
the Hawkeyes’ corner. Iowa had the same 
elements in place in 1990 and came from 
nowhere to claim the Rose Bowl berth. 
Consider that season a harbinger. 
HAWKEYES DATA 
Coach: Hayden Fry (124-736, 17 years; 213-162-10 overall, 
34 years), 
+1995 record; 8-4 (beat Washington in Sun Bow). Big Ten: 
4-4/6th. 
Key losses: George Bennett, DE; Lloyd Bickham, DT; Bobby 
Diaco, LB; Chris Jackson, SS; Aaron Kooiker, OT; Matt Purdy, 
G; Scott Slutzker, TE; Casey Wiegmann, C. 


Starrs turing: lege (Tm Dnt WR, 8, 
(Pac denned 10/180, 


dared DeVries, 7, 6-4260, 
EimingeE01805 Stam Krig, 6881190 9% J 
LaFleur, T, 64275, drj Damien Robinson, FS, 62/206, St; 
Vernon Rolins, LB, 63/235, Soph, Kiker (2) Nek Galery, 
P, 64/239, Sr; Brion Hurley K, 6-4/220, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Tavian Banks, TB, Jt; Zach Bromert, K, 
Soph; Michae! Burger, FB, Soph.; Ricchard Carter, WR, Jt 
Brett Chambers, DE, St; Billy Coats, CB, St; Kerry Cooks, 
$8, dr Ryan Driscoll, 8, Si; Rodney Filer, FB, Jt Ed 
Gibson, CB, Jr; Matt Hughes, LB, Soph. Aron Kein, NG, 
Soph; Chris Knipper, TE, Soph. Jeremy MoKinney, OT, Jt 
Mark Mitchel, LB, Sr; Jon One, DT, Sr; Bll Reardon, C, 
Sr; Matt Reischl, G, Soph; Eric Thigpen, FS, Soph, 
Top newcomers: Mat! Bowen, SS, Fr. (RS); Raj Clark, LB, Fr, 
(RS); Zeron Flemister, TE, Ft. (RS); Ryan Loftn, DE, Fr. (RS); 
Shalor Pryor, G, Fr. (RS); Keith Rigtup,G, dr (IC); Ed Saldat, 
DT, Fr. (RS); Nick Thummel, DL Ue, (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Shaw (316 at, 1,477 
yds, 1570); Passing: Sherman (295 at, 170 comp. 15 INT, 
14 TD, 2546 yds); Receiving: Dwight (46 rec, 818 yds, 9 
TD); Tackles: Rolins (100); Sacks: Ennis-Inge, DeVries (12). 
Site: Iowa City, lowa. Stadium: Kinnick (70,397). 
Last league title won: 1990 (ti), 
SCHEDULE 
Sepl.7—Arizona Oct. 26—Ohio State 
Sept. 14—Iowa State Nov. 2—atlinois 
Sepl.21—atTulsa Nov. Northwestern 
‘Oct 5—Michigan State Nov. 16—Wisconsin 
Oct, 2—at Indiana Nov, 23—al Minnesota 
Oct, 18—at Penn State 
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PENN STATE UNIVERSITY 


2. PENN STATE 


Offensive strengths: Quarterback Wally 
Richardson and tailback Curtis Enis will 
have the spotlight, primarily because 
they're the only guys who know their way to 
the stage. Richardson could be illegal if he 
duplicates his four-touchdown success from 
the Outback Bowl with any regularity. That 
won't be easy with wide receiver Freddie 
Scott having bypassed his senior season for 
the NFL. Departures at tailback will be a 
blessing because no upperclassmen are 
around to take time away from Enis, a Ki- 
Jana Carter in waiting. Keith Olsommer is 
the Big Ten’s premier tight end. 

Offensive weaknesses: If All-American 
guard Jeff Hartings was the only loss up 
front, it would be painful enough. Multiply 
his departure times four, though, because 
that’s how many starters the Lions lost on 
the line. Good thing Richardson is mobile 
because he'll likely need to be nimble to 
survive. Who's going to stretch defenses 
with Scott and Bobby Engram gone? 
Maybe redshirt freshman Corey Jones, a 
highly touted recruit in ’95. 

Defensive strengths: Penn State ranked 
second against the run in the league last 
year, and will only get better with the re- 
turn of nine starters, including linebacker 
Gerald Filardi, Redshirt sophomore Floyd 
Wedderburn is ready for his first campaign 
after suffering a season-ending knee injury 
in the preseason last fall and missing 1994 
as a Prop 48, At 6-5, 328 pounds, he won't 
be easy to avoid. Neither will senior tackle 
Brandon Noble. 

Defensive weaknesses: Why did 
cornerback Mark Tate finish second in the 
Big Ten with 15 passes broken up last 
season? Because foes got tired of being de- 
nied by two-time all-conference corner 
Brian Miller, who has led the Big Ten in 
passes broken up in each of the past two 
seasons. Miller hasn’t gotten any worse, 
but has Tate improved? Safety Kim 
Herring definitely is a stud. 


Senior cornerback Brian Miller is a two-time all- 
conference selection for the Nittany Lions. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Special teams: Kicker Brett Conway, who 
was 7-of-10 from 40-plus yards in 95, gives 
Penn State the security of a proven late- 
game rescuer, and there is no shortage of 
dangerous punt- and kickoffreturn talent. 
Darrell Kania returns after averaging 37.4 
yards per punt. 
Key to success: If Joe Paterno can locate 
an offensive line, he might also find his 
way to the Rose Bowl. Penn State has 
everything else in place to make a title run, 
but it can’t make one if Richardson is 
forced to run for his life. 
Outlook: Penn State’s defense has been 
hampered by injuries each of the past two 
seasons. The benefit from that is numerous 
young players have gained experience that 
should serve them well this season. It 
better, because if the Lions start slowly, 
they'll be out of contention early. That’s 
what happened last year, when they opened 
with losses against Wisconsin and Ohio 
State. This year, Penn State starts league 
play on the road against those opponents. 
NITTANY LIONS DATA 
Coach: Joe Paterno (278-723, 30 years). 
eee 9-3 (beat Auburn in Outback Bow). Big Ten: 5- 
Key losses: Mike Archie, TB; Todd Atkins, DE; Keith Conlin, 
OT; Bobby Engram, WR; Jeff Harings, G; Andre Johnson, OT; 
Terry Killens, DE/OLB; Brian Milne, FB; Stephen Pitts, TB; 
Marca Rivera, G; Freddie Scott, WR (declared for NFL craft); 
Jon Witman, FB. 
Starters returning: Offense (4): Curis Enis, TB, 6-1/231, 
Soph; Keith Olsommer, TE, 6-4/248, Sr.; Wally Richardson, 
QB, 6-4/222, Sr.; Barry Tielsch, C, 6-2/290, Sr. Defense (9): 
‘Aaron Colins, OLB, 6-0/233, J; Gerald Filan, 1LB, 6-0/236, 
Sr; Kim Herring, S, 6-0/196, Sr; Brian Miller, CB, 5-9/186, Sr; 
‘dim Nelson, OLB, 6-2/226, Jr; Brandon Noble, T,6-2/270, Si 
Chuck Penzenik, S, 5-10/180, Sr.; Brad Sciol, T, 6-3/261, Jr. 
Mark Tate, CB, 6-0/177, Sr. Kickers (2): Brett Conway, K, 
6-2/488, Sr.; Darrell Kania, P,6-0/180, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Bill Anderson, G, Sr.; Cuncho Brown, 
TE, Soph.; Chris Campbell, WR, Sc; Anthony Cleary, DE, 
‘Soph.; Ahmad Collins, OLB, Jr, (RS/academics); Jason 
Collins, S, St.; Chris Eberly, TB, Soph.; Jason Henderson, OT, 
lint Holes, S, St; Joe Jurevicius, WR, Jr.; Peter Marczyk, 


Co 
Casey, 08, Fr; Joe Dawkins, RB, Fr; Aaron Haris, FB, Fr. 
(RS); Corey Jones, WR, Fr. (RS); Titcus Petigrew, WR, Fr; 
Brandon Shor, LB, Fr. (RSioo!); Floyd Wedderburn, DT, 
Soph, (RSiknee). 


cal leaders: Rushing: Enis (113 att, 683 
ising: ichardson (335 att, 198 comp. 6 INT, 


Site: Universiy Park, Pa, Stadium: Beaver (93,967). 
Last league tile won: 1994. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 25—USC (Kickoff Classic) Oct. 12—Purdue 


Sept. 7—Louisvile Oct 19owa 
Sept. 44—Northem llinois Oct. 26—at Indiana 
Sept. 21—at Temple Nov, 2—Northwestem 
Sept. 28—at Wisconsin Nov, 16—at Michigan 
Oct. at Oho State Nov. 23—-Michigan State 


3. OHIO STATE 


Offensive strengths: The subject that 
kept John Cooper up nights in the fall of 
1994 now has him sleeping like a baby. 
Two years ago, he had one returning 
starter up front. Now he has four back, 
with three beginning their third year as 
starters. None pleases Cooper more than 
All-American tackle Orlando Pace, who 
toyed with leaving school after his sopho- 
more year but came back to seek a second 
Lombardi Award and OSU’s first Rose 
Bowl berth since the 1984 season. Guard 
LeShun Daniels also bears watching. 


ALBERT OIGKSON / THE SPORVTNG NEWS: 


line; the unit should be one of the nation’s best. 


Offensive weaknesses: Losing Heisman 
Trophy winner Eddie George could cause 
lots of headaches, but the Buckeyes are 
confident junior Pepe Pearson or one of 
two talented true freshmen—Nick Goings 
and Michael Wiley—will step forward. The 
biggest worry is finding a replacement for 
Biletnikoff Award winner Terry Glenn at 
flanker. Without his speed, OSU’s deep 
passing game could be a toothless threat. 
Defensive strengths: A change in coordi- 
nators from eight-year veteran Bill Young 
to 20-year assistant Fred Pagac, the last 
link to the Woody Hayes regime, will bring 
more blitzes. Depth in the secondary is the 
reason Pagac, who inherits 10 returning 
starters, feels comfortable taking risks. 
Shawn Springs is the kind of cornerback 
opponents try to avoid, and sophomore 
Antoine Winfield is the kind of monster 
talent who could unseat one of OSU’s three 
other returning starters in the secondary. 
Mike Vrabel and Matt Finkes may be the 
top end tandem in the nation. 

Defensive weaknesses: Faster than you 
can say “Biakabutuka,” Michigan exposed 
a season-long Ohio State weakness by run- 
ning wild en route to ruining Ohio State’s 
Rose Bowl hopes. The Buckeyes haven't 
gotten appreciably bigger up front, so it’s 
questionable whether they've gotten better. 
Special teams: Punter Brent 
Bartholomew’s introduction to cold 
weather and high winds gave him consider- 
able trouble. Kicker Josh Jackson is reliable 
inside 40 yards, but shaky beyond that. So 
is long-range kicker Mike Malfatt. That’s 
why Cooper spent a third kicking scholar 
ship on Dan Stultz, the best kicking 
prospect Ohio has produced in a decade. 
Key to success: Former backup quarter- 
back Stanley Jackson needs to shed the 
happy feet that have caused him to abandon 
the game plan in the past. Maybe that 
problem will vanish now that Jackson will 
be afforded the blocking of a first-string of 
fensive line. But if Jackson, who may lose 
his job to JC transfer Mark Garcia, scram- 
bles too much, so will Ohio State. 

Outlook: Teams with outstanding rushing 
offenses and a solid defense historically 
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have made strong bids for the Big Ten 
championship. OSU should have both ele- 
ments in 1996. But unless Cooper reverses 
another piece of history—his 1-6-1 record 
against Michigan while coaching Ohio 
State—the Buckeyes won't be headed west 
for the holidays. 
BUCKEYES DATA 


Coach: John Cooper (65-28-4, & years; 147-68-6 overall, 20, 


yeas) 
1995 record: 11-2 (lost to Tennessee in Citrus Bow), Big Ten: 
7-1lend, 

Key losses: Matt Bonhaus, DT; Rickey Dudley, TE; Eddie 
George, TB; Tey Glenn, FL (declared for NFL draft); Bobby 
Hoying, QB; Jamie Sumner, G 

Starters returning: Offense (6): LeShun Daniels, G, 62/286, 
Sr, Eric Gohlstin, T, 6-8/300, dr; Orlando Pave, T,6-6/320, Jt; 
van Porter, C, 6-4/290, Sr; Nicky Sualua, FB, 5-11/250, dr; 
Buster Tilman, SE, 6-188, St. Defense (10): Greg Belisan, 
MLB, 6-240, St; Luke Fickel, NG, 6-4/265, Sr; Matt Finkes, 
E, 6 2/260, Sr; Anthony Gwinn, FS, 6-0/200, Sr; Ty Howard, 
8, 59/181, Se; Kevin Johnson, OLB, 6-2220, Sr; Rob Kelly, 
‘$8, 62200, Sr; Ryan Mill, OLB, 6-2/220, Sr; Shawn 
Springs, CB, 6-0/185, J; Mike Vrabel,E,6-4/260, Sr. Kickers 
(2): Brent Bartholomew, P6-2/200, Soph.; Josh Jackson, K, 
S173, St 

Other key returnees: Che’ Bryant, SS, Soph.; John Day, DE, 
Je; Winfeld Garett, DT, ut; Jermon Jackson, TB, Jt; Stanley 
<tackson, OB, Jr; DJ, Jones, TE, St. Dee Miler, WR, Soph; 
Mike Matftt, K, Jc; Damon Moore, FS, Soph; Pepe Pearson, 
TB, Jr; Dimitrious Stanley, WR, Sr; Jeff Wisan, DE. Soph; 
Antoine Winfield, CB, Soph. 

‘Top newcomers: David Boston, WR, Fr; Na‘ Diggs, LB, Fr; 
Drew Etford, G, Fr. (RS); Mark Garcia, OB, Jr. (C); Nick 
Goings, TB, Fr; Andy Katzenmoyer, LB, Fr; Jefferson Kelly, 
OL. Fr; ob Murphy, G, Fr. (RS); Jimmy Redmond, WR, Fr. 
(RS); Dan Stutz, K, Fr; Michael Wiley, TB, Fr 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Pearson (83 at, 
385 yds, 3 TD); Passing: Jackson (26 att, 16 comp, { INT, 2 
TD, 202 yds); Receiving: Tilman (30 rec.,§38 yds., 17D); 
‘Tackles: Belisari (96); Sacks: Vrabel (13), 

Site: Columbus, Ohio. Stadium: Ohio (95,000). 

Last league tile won: 1996 (ta). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7Rice Oct. 26—at owa 
Sept. 21—Pittsburgh Nov. 2—Minnesota 
‘Sept. 2¢—at Notre Dame Now. 9—at Ilinois, 
Oct.5—Penn State Nov. 16—at Indiana 
Oct. 42—Wisconsin Nov. 23-—Michigan 
Oct. 19—at Purdue 


Offensive strengths: Don't be fooled by 
Tim Biakabutuka’s early departure for the 
NFL. Michigan, like always, is loaded at 
running back. Chris Howard or Clarence 
Williams will prove a worthy successor to 
Biakabutuka, just like he was to Tyrone 
Wheatley, like he was to Ricky Powers, like 
he was to Jon Vaughn ... get the picture? 
Center Rod Payne leads what should be a 
solid line. 

Offensive weakness: Amani Toomer and 
Mercury Hayes gave the Wolverines great 
performance, great leadership and great 
security as bookend receivers the past four | 
seasons. Now their departure gives Lloyd 
Carr a great big headache. Couple their 
exit with the loss of tight end Jay 
Riemersma, and Michigan returns only 5 
percent of its receptions from last year. — 
That's why a converted defensive back, 
Kevin Bryant, is likely to start at receiver. 
Defensive strengths: Sophomore Charles 
Woodson already is one of the best corner- 
backs in the Big Ten and in the country. He 
and strong safety Clarence Thompson are, 

in Carr's opinion, “two of the finest defen- 
sive backs we've had at Michigan since I've _| 
been here,” Carr's been in Ann Arbor since "| 
1980, so that’s a mouthful. End Glen Steele || 
is one of the Big Ten’s top pass rushers. 


BIG TEN 


PRESEASON ALL-Bic TEN TEAM 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE OFFENSE OFFENSE 
a Pos. _Name,School___HiWL_Class_ 
WA DWAYNEBATES, Northwestern 62/208 Jt. WAR TONYSINMONS, Wisconsin, 621901 de 
WR” RYANTHELWELL, Minnesota 62/160 Jt WR_TIMDWIGHT, lowa 59/190 
TE KEMTHOLSOMMER, Penn Slate 6.4248 _‘S_ «TE __DARREN DREXLER, Northwestem 6.6258 
T__ORLANDO PACE, Ohio State 66/820 Ji_ ©««T_BRIANKARDOS,Northwestem 64/298 
TERRY WUNSCH, Wisconsin 6315S. © T__-FLOZELLADAMS, Michigan Stato 6-795. 
JAMIE VANDERVELDT, Wisconsin 65905 St «G 
G_LESHUN DANIELS, Ohio Stale 6-2285 St G 
SEDRICK SHAW ROD PAYNE, Michigan 645 S.C 
TB, lowa QB _WALLY RICHARDSON, Penn Stole 607222 S._OB 
RB SEDRICK SHAW, lowa 64195 SRB 
RB DARNELLAUTRY, Northwestern 611/209. -—-«AB_CUATISENIS, Penn Stato 
’ 
DEFENSE DEFENSE 
E__TAREK SALEH, Wisconsin 6.97236 Sr E_MATTFINKES, Ohio State 
‘T___ FLOYD WEDDERBURN, Penn State 6-5/28 Soph.‘ T__ JARED DEVRIES, lowa 
T___ WILLIAM CARR, Michigan 60260 NT__LUKE FICKELL, Ohio State 
€ "MIKE VRABEL, Ohio State NATHAN DAVIS, Indiana 
iB UB REGGIE GARNETT, Michigan St 
iB ONS, LB __ GREG BELLISAR), Ohio State 
LB — CHIKE OKEAFOR, Purdue Lau (8 _PETE MONTY, 
CB __ SHAWN SPRINGS, Ohio State A858 dh. (CB __DERRICK WINSTON, Purdue 
MIKE VRABEL. CB. BRIAN MILLER, Penn State 5.986 Sr CB _ CHARLES WOODSON, Michigan 
Lotese 5 ___ KIMHERRING, Ponn Siate 6-0/198 SS __ AARON WARNEOKE, indiana 
: ‘SERIO COLLIER, Northwestem 6-1217__S._--S__ MARVIN WRIGHT, Michigan Stale 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Corey Jones, WA, Pann State X__REMY HAMILTON, Miigan _-_S_-__BRETT CON Pere Sale 
: Mi P_NICK GALLERY, low 6.47200 S, P_ ALANSUTKOWSKI, indiana _6-1/185_— 
DEFENSE: Floyd Wedderbum,T, Penn Stale KR DERRICK MASON, Michigan Stale 51/190 Sc «KR BRIANMUSSO, Nonhwesten 64/105. St_ 


Defensive weaknesses: Michigan is 6-1-1 
against Ohio State since 1988 because it 
stops the Buckeyes on the ground. 
Counting on that again is risky, given the 
loss of all-conference linemen Trent 
Zenkewicz and Jason Horn, But nose 
tackle William Carr is a stout run-stuffer, 
and inside linebacker Jarrett Irons controls 
the middle, ‘ 
: Three of Michigan's four 
r were attributable to special 
improvement is paramount. 
ifit hopes for a Big Ten title, Remy Hamilton, 
who hit 19-of-27. field-goal attempts, is solid, 
but elsewhere there are questions given the 
loss of Toomer and Hayes from the return 
game and the reliance on true freshman 
Cory Sargent to punt. 
Key to success: Sophomore Scott 
Dreisbach supposedly is healthy after 
missing the last eight games of 1995 with a 
ligament injury in his right thumb. 
Dreisbach had the Wolverines off to a 4-0 
start, after which they were 5-4 under 
Brian Griese. That underscores how im- 
portant Dreisbach is to Michigan, 
Outlook: A considerable amount of 
swagger has been lost in Ann Arbor since 
Bo Schembechler’s retirement, and Gary 
Moeller’s embarassing departure didn't 
make things better, Carr did an admirable 
job preventing a complete collapse last 
year, given the circumstances in which he 
took over and the subsequent loss of his 
starting quarterback, He may be the man 
to get Michigan back atop the Big Ten, but 
the schedule is just too tough this year. 
WOLVERINES DATA 
Coach: Lloyd Carr (9-4, 1 yeat) 
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1995 record; 9-4 (lost to Texas A&M in Alamo Bow), Big Ten: 
5-4T8rd 
Key losses: Tim Biakabutuka, TB (declared for NFL draft); 
Mercury Hayes, WR; Jason Hom, DT; doe Marinaro, G; Jay 
Riemersma, TE: Jon Runyan, OT (declared fr NFL daft); 
‘Amani Toomer, WR; Tent ZenkeWicz, DE, 
Starters returning: Offense (6); Zach Adami, G, 65279, Jr 
Chis Floyd, FB, 6-1/222, Jr; Brian Griese, QB, 6/209, Jr; 
Jon Jansen, T,6-7/277, Sr; Rod Payne, C, 6-4/285, Sr. 
Defense 9); David Bowens, ILB, 6-9/208, Soph, Wiliam Carr, 
NNT, 601269, Sr; Woodrow Hankins, CB, §-9/197, Sr; Jamett 
Irons, ILB, 6-1/231, Sr; Glen Steele E, 6-5/271, St; Sam 
‘Sword LB, 6-2/242, Soph; Clarence Thompson, SS, 6-1/198, 
Sc; Chuck Winters, FS, 6-0/200, Sr; Charles Woodson, CB, 
6:1/192, Soph. Kickers (1): Remy Hamiton, K,6-0/193, Sr. 
Other key retumees: Brent Blackwell, DE/OLB, Soph,; Mark 
Campbell, TE, Soph; Clint Copenhaver, LB, Soph,; Damon 
Denson, G, Sr; Scot Drelsbach, QB, Soph; Juaquin Feazel, 
DE, Je; Thomas Guynes, OT, St; Chris Howard, TB, dr; Ben 
Joe Ries, C/G, Jr; Rasheed 
Simmons, DE, Soph; Tai Steets, WR, Soph; Rob Swett, ILB, 
Sr; Jerame Tuman, TE, Soph; Andre Weathers, CB, Soph; 
Clarence Willams, TB, Soph, 
‘Top newcomers: Tom Brady, QB, Fr. (RS); Kevin Bryant, WR 
(moved from OB), Fr, (RS); J. Ford, TB, Fr (RS); Tommy 
Hendricks, DB, Fr; Pat Kratus, DE, Fr. (RS); Rob Renes, NT, 
Fr, (RS); Cory Sargent, P, Fr; Russell Shaw, WR, J. (IC); 
Aaron Shea, FB, Ft (RS); Josh Wiliams, DT, Fr, (RS); Chris 
Ziemann, DL, Fr. (RS). 
Reluring statistical leaders: Rushing: Wiliams (60 at, 
221 yds, 27D); Passing: Griese (215 att, 118 comp., 9 INT, 
11TD, 1,395 yds,); Recelving: Howard (14 rec., 91 yds, 2 
TD); Tackles; Irons (116); Sacks: Stoel (8), 
Site: Ann Arbor, Mich. Stadium: Michigan (102,501). 
Last league tile won: 1992, 

SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—linois Oct 26—at Minnesota 
Sept. 14—at Colorado Nov. 2—Michigan State 
Sept. 21—Boston College Nov. ¢—at Purdue 


Sept. 28—UCLA Nov. 16—Penn State 
Oct, 5—at Northwestern Nov. 28—at Ohio State 
Oct, 19—indiana 


5. NORTHWESTERN 


Offensive strengths: Darnell Autry was 


The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


one of only two backs in the nation to top 
100 yards rushing in every game last 
season, With the blocking of three re- 
turning line starters—including standout 
tackle Brian Kardos and guard Justin 
Chabot—and the almost certain improve- 
ment of Autry, a 2,000-yard season is pos- 
sible. Quarterback Steve Schnur knows: 
what it takes not to lose. He’s made better 
by D’Wayne Bates, a big target who may 
be the Big Ten’s best receiver, and tight 
end Darren Drexler. 

Offensive weaknesses: Rob Johnson 
started every game of his career at center, 
and Ryan Padgett was a three-year starter 
at guard. Their departure leaves a potential 
weakness in the interior unless Nathan 
Strikwerda (center) and Kevin Peterson 
(guard) come through, Both are seniors, 
but both also are replacing first-team All- 
Big Ten performers. 

Defensive strengths: Northwestern's suc- 
cess against the run last season ran deeper 
than inside linebacker Pat Fitzgerald. 
Someone had to occupy blockers so 
Fitzgerald could make tackles, and no one 
was better at it than tackle Matt Rice. He and 
Ray Robey make the Wildcats very solid in- 
side, and Bobby Russ’ return from an injury 
redshirt season (knee) only adds depth. 
Defensive weaknesses: Outstanding cor- 
nerback play allowed the Wildcats to blitz 
without fear in 1995, but that luxury left 
with the departure of Rodney Ray and Chris 
Martin, All-conference nickel back Hudhaifa 
Ismaeli takes over one of those spots after 
moving from safety. If he’s as effective out 
wide as he was on the blitz, Northwestern’s 
worries will be minimized. He'll get help 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


ELSA HASCH / THE SPORTING NEWS 


Strong safety Eric Collier is the lone returning 
starter in Northwestern's secondary, 


from strong safety Eric Collier. 
Special teams: It didn’t seem like it at the 
time, but kicker Sam Valenzisi’s season- 
ending injury late last year had a silver 
lining. It allowed freshman Brian Gowins 
to gain valuable experience that he will 
need now that the job is his. Punter Paul 
Burton has All-American ability, and Brian 
Musso is a solid punt returner. Ismaeli’s 
success in the Rose Bowl proves kickoff re- 
turns won't be a problem, either. 
Key to success: Northwestern didn’t beat 
itself last season, ranking third in the na- 
tion in turnover margin. The Wildcats also 
paced the nation in scoring defense, Gary 
Barnett needs a repeat of those feats to se- 
cure a big-time bowl. Compounding mat- 
ters is the fact Northwestern won’t sneak 
up on anybody. 
Outlook: If any other conference member 
had this much talent back from a league 
championship team, it would be an over- 
whelming favorite to repeat. The fact that 
Northwestern isn’t picked to finish first is a 
testament to some lingering belief that last 
year was a once-in-a-lifetime achievement. 
There’s also the nasty matter of road 
games at Penn State and Iowa, both of 
which came to Evanston a season ago. 
WILDCATS DATA 
Coach: Gary Barnet (18-25-1, 4 years). 
1995 record: 10-2 (ost to USC in Rose Bow). Big Ten: 
8.0/3. 
Key losses: Willam Bennett, FS; Larry Curry, DT; Rob 
Johnson, C; Chris Martin, CB; Ryan Padgett, G; Rodney Ray, 
Geoff Shein,ILB; Danny Sutter, ILB; Sam Valenzisi, K; 
Mike Warren, DE. 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Damell Autry, RB, 5-11/209, 
Jt; DWayne Bates, WR, 6-2/208, Jr; Dave Beazley, WR, 
5-101183, Sr; Justin Chabot, G, 6-6/292, Sr; Darren Drexler, 
TE, 6-6/258, Sr; Matt Hart, FB, 6-2/238, Jr; Paul Janus, T, 
Steve Schnur, QB, 
1/217, St; Casey 
Dailey, E, 64/249, Sr; Pat Fitzgerald, ILB, 6-2/233, Sr; Matt 
Rice, T, 63/270, Sr. Kickers (1): Paul Burton, P, §-11/191, Sr. 
‘Other key returnees: Josh Bames, CB, Jr.; Kevin Buck, OLB, 
‘Soph,; Barty Gardner, ILB, Jt. Brian Gowins, K, J.; Hudhafa 
Ismaell, CB/KR (moved from S), St; Keith Lozowski, DE, Sr; 
Brian Musso, WAVPR, Sr.; Mike Nelson, FS, Jr; 
Peterson, G, Sr.; Joe Reiff, DT, Sr.; Ray Rot 
Puss, DT, ur. (RS/knee); Tim Scharf, ILB, Sr.; Thor Schmidt, 


DE, dt; Nathan Stikwerda, C, Sr; Joel Stuart, TE, Jc Jason 
Wendland, OT, Sr. Fred Wilkerson, CB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Tyrone Gooch, RB, Fr. (RS); Jack Hamedy, 
OL, Fr Anwawn Jones, LB, Fr; Hasan Steele, WR, Fr, (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Autry (355 at, 
1,675 yés., 14 TD); Passing: Schnur (218 att, 18 comp, 5 
INT, 97D, 1,456 yds.); Receiving: Bates (42 rec, 744 yds, 5 
TD); Tackles: Fitzgerald (190); Sacks: Dalley, Pico (6). 

Site: Evanston, Il Stadium: Dyche (49,256). 

Last league title won: 1995. 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—at Wake Forest Oct. 19—at Wisconsin 


Sept. 14—at Duke Oct. 26—llinois 

‘Sept. 21—Ohio Nov. 2—at Penn State 
Sepl.28—at indiana Nov. 9-al lowa 

Oct 5—Michigan Nov. 16—Purdue 

Oct. 12—Minnesota 


6. MICHIGAN STATE 


Offensive strengths: Tailback Marc 
Renaud could put up huge numbers if he 
can avoid the injuries that plagued him 
throughout 1995. Even with an assortment 
of ankle and shoulder ailments, he still 
eclipsed 1,000. yards rushing. Freshman 
running back Sedrick Irvin is highly 
touted. Derrick Mason should be the next 
in a long line of outstanding Spartans re- 
ceivers. Nigea Carter pairs with Mason to 
form a deadly duo, and tight end Josh Keur 
isa load, 

Offensive weaknesses: Notre Dame 
transfer Gus Ornstein was supposed to 
take over for Tony Banks at quarteback, 
but Ornstein’s disappointing spring gave 
Todd Schultz the edge. Schultz was 2-1 as a 
starter last year, but didn't show the kind 
of arm MSU will need if it’s to make a run 
at the first division. The line lacks depth, 
although tackle Flozell Adams is a stud. 
Defensive strengths: It’s one thing to 
have talent across the board at linebacker; 
it’s another to have talented backups at 
every linebacking position. Michigan State, 
much to coach Nick Saban’s delight, has 
both. The headliner in the six-deep rotation 
is senior middle linebacker Reggie 
Garnett, who has started since his 
freshman season. 

Defensive weaknesses: MSU ranked last 
in the Big Ten against the run last season 
because of a porous line and shoddy tack- 
ling in the secondary. Three foes ran for 
200 or more yards, and two more went for 
175 or more. The Spartans won only one of 
those games, so it’s obvious where the im- 
provement must come, 

Special teams: Mason may be the na- 
tion’s premier return man. He led the Big 
Ten in kickoff returns en route to netting 
947 yards and two returns for touchdowns. 
He'll also return punts in hopes of getting 
the Spartans some quick scores. They'll 
need all they can get if kicker Chris 
Gardner suffers through a second straight 
season without a field goal of 40 yards. 
Pacific transfer Roger Fleenor will punt. 
Key to success: It starts with defense, 
which the Spartans played poorly last sea- 
son. A quarterback must emerge, as well 
as a line to protect him and block for 
Renaud. Michigan State’s players re- 
sponded well to the tighter reins imposed 
by Saban. If they stick with their coach’s 
plan, prosperity is bound to follow. 
Outlook: Saban has the Spartans on the 
road back to the Rose Bowl, but the 
highway is dotted with potholes. Milking 


THE PRESSURE'S ON 


Buckeyes hope Stan’s 
the man at quarterback 


They were not the words Stanley 
Jackson wanted to hear, only the ones 
he needed to hear. 

About the time three-year starting 
quarterback Bobby Hoying had ex- 
hausted his eligibility last season, 
Jackson expected Ohio State's coaches 
to express full confidence in his ability 
to pick up where Hoying left off as the 
author of almost every passing mark in 
the Buckeyes’ record book. Instead, he 
got this: “If we 
thought you could 
do the job, we 
wouldn't recruit an- 
other quarterback ... 
but we don’t, so we 
will!” 


“That told me I 
needed to step up 
and show what I 
could do,” says Jackson, a fourth-year 
junior who always has made coaches 
salivate with his athleticism, even as he 
made them swallow hard over his in- 
consistency. “What they said didn’t 
hurt my feelings. I realize, this is a 
sport but also a business. The coaches 
were just being honest with me, and I 
appreciated their honesty. It didn’t 
bother me at all.” 

Hence, Jackson—who has com- 
pleted 26-0f-53 career passes for 307 
yards—seized upon his third spring 
practice, and the unfamiliarity of JC 
transfer Mark Garcia with the Ohio 
State offense, and made serious in- 
roads toward claiming Hoying’s old job. 

‘That placated more than a few con- 
cerns of the OSU coaches, who made 
filling the quarterback vacancy a 
higher priority than finding replace- 
ments for either Heisman Trophy 
winner Eddie George or Biletnikoff 
Award winner Terry Glenn. 

“It’s the nature of the position,” of 
fensive coordinator Joe Hollis says. 
“Bobby was our most important guy 
last year, and whoever plays quarter- 
back for us this year will be our most 
important guy.” 

‘That shows a certain reluctance to 
commit completely to Jackson entering 
preseason drills, but the praise over his 
transformation hints loudly that the 6-1, 
203-pound Jackson, from Paterson (NJ.) 
Catholic, will start. 

But can he be the same kind of 
player as Hoying, or close enough to at 
least give Ohio State a chance to reach 
the Rose Bowl for the first time since 
the '84 season? 

“T don’t like comparing myself to 
anybody,” Jackson says. “People can 
expect me to get the job done and they 
can expect the offense to work. I don't 
think I'll be a step down at all.” o 

—BRUCE HOOLEY 
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BIG TEN 


a bowl bid out of the team he inherited 
was a near miracle. Getting MSU another 
postseason bid this year also would be 
impressive, particularly given road 
games at Nebraska, Iowa, Michigan and 


Penn State. 
SPARTANS DATA 


Coach: Nick Saban (6-5-1, 1 year; 15484 overall, 2 years). 
1995 record: 6-5-1 (lst to Louisiana Stale in Independence 
Bow) Big Ten: 4-3-1/th 

Key losses: Yakini Allen, DE; Tony Banks, QB; Matt Beard, C; 
Bob Denton, OT; Scott Greene, FB; Demetrice Martin, CB; 
Robert McBride, DT; Muhsin Muhammad, WR: Tony Popovski, 
G; Chris Sala, P. 

Starters returning: Offense (5): Flozell Adams, T,6-7/335, 
dts Josh Keur TE, 6-5/275, dr; Derick Mason, WRIKR, 
5-11/190, Sr; Brian Mosallam, G, 6-2/280, Sc; Marc Renaud, 
TB, 510/18}, Jr. Defense (8): Reggie Gamett, MLB, 6-17228, 
Sr. Ray Hil, CB, 61/178, Jt; Sore Kanu, S, 6-1/190, Soph, 
Carl Reaves, OLB, 6-4/227, Sr; ke Reese, OLB, 63/211, 
Chris Smith, T, 6-8/259, Sr; Jabbar Threats, E,6-6/245, St; 
Marvin Wright, S,6-1/218, Sr. Kickers (1): Chris Gardner, K, 
5.97185, J. 

Other key retumees: Amp Campbell, CB, Soph; Nigea 
Garter, WR, Sr; Marcus Chapman, TE, Soph.; Brian Echols, 
(CB, St; Dwayne Hawkins, OLB, Soph; Tim Laws, OLBIDE, 
Soph.; Courtney Ledyard, LB, Soph,; Dave Mudge, OT, dr: 
Travis Reece, FB, Jr; Greg Reid, DT, Jc; Todd Schultz, OB, 
Jt; Seolt Shaw, G, Jr; Desmond Thomas, DT; Soph.; 
Dimitrius Underwood, DE, So 

‘Top newcomers: Bil Burke, 08, Fr. (RS); Paul Edinger, K, 
Fr; Roger Fleenor, P, ut. (translerPacfic); Sadrick vin, RB, 
Fas Jean, (9) Robart Nel, DT Fe); 
Gis Ornstein, QB, Soph (ransterINotre Dame); Robaire 
Smith, DE, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Renaud (216 at, 
1,087 yds., 3D); Passing: Schultz (83 al, 82 comp,, 6 INT, 
2D, 570 yds); Receiving: Mason (53 rec, 787 yds, 4 TD); 
Tackles: Garnat (111); Sacks: Smith, Threats (5). 

Site: East Lansing, Mich. Stadium: Spartan (73,000). 

Last league tile won: 1990 (ie). 


‘SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31—Purdue (Oct 19-at Minnesota 
Sept. 7—at Nebraska Oct. 26 Wisconsin 
Sept 21—Lovisvle Nov, 2—at Michigan 
Sepl. 28—Eastem Michigan Nov, 9—Indiana 
Oct, 5—at lowa Nov, 23—at Penn State 
Oct. 12—Hlinois 


7. PURDUE 


Offensive strengths: Do-it-all fullback 
Mike Alstott is gone, but the Boilermakers’ 
rushing offense, which ranked first in the 
Big Ten, shouldn't vanish. Experience 
abounds across the line, most notably in 
guard Emmett Zitelli’s 28 career starts, But 
tackle Mark Fischer is the best of the 
bunch and should help keep Purdue 
plowing ahead. Brian Alford leads a devel- 
oping receiver corps, and keep an eye on 
mammoth tight end Jon Blackman. 
Offensive weaknesses: Purdue lost four 
times by a combined 16 points last season. 
‘Those are the kind of games in which quar- 
terbacks can make a difference, but the 
Boilermakers haven't had a differencemaker 
at the position since Jim Everett. Rick 
Trefzger will start for a third season and try 
to lead Purdue to its first bowl since 1984. 
Coach Jim Colletto has a quick hook, though, 
and won't hesitate to insert Billy Dicken or 
John Reeves. The tailbacks are unproven. 
Defensive strengths: A brief spring suspen- 
sion could deepen the resolve of linebacker 
Chike Okeafor, who headlines the return of 
nine starters. That’s not good news for foes, 
since Okeafor was pretty tough to handle as 
a sophomore, Cornerback Derrick Winston 
and free safety Derrick Brown pace an im- 
proving secondary. 


‘Spartans middie linebacker Reggie Garnett will 
be in his fourth season as a starter this year. 


Defensive weaknesses: If experience 
counts for anything, Purdue should make 
improvement on a pass defense that yielded 
224 yards per game. The secondary returns 
intact, but that won't be a blessing if the 
coverage hasn't improved. Tackle Jon Krick 
needs help on the line, where rushing the 
passer always is a struggle. 

Special teams: The Boilers will break in a 
new kicker (JC transfer Chris Arnce) and 
punter (true freshman Danny Rogers), which 
isn’t a good sign for a team prone to playing 
close games. Curtis Taylor, a redshirt last 
‘season, figures to be the top kick returner. 
Key to success: Edwin Watson had a 194- 
yard game against Wisconsin last season on 
the same day Alstott rushed for 204 yards. 
Watson, moved from tailback to fullback, 
now must produce similar numbers without 
Alstott to occupy attention. Anything less 
than a 1,000-yard season will put games in 
the hands of the quarterbacks, none of 
whom has shown a propensity for being a 
big-game player. 

Outlook: Upon arriving for the 1991 
season, Colletto has pointed toward this 
campaign as the one in which the 
Boilermakers could claim a bowl bid. That 
goal is in reach, but only if the defense 
plays to the level expected of a veteran 
unit. Whether it can do that against a diffi- 
cult schedule is debatable. 


BOILERMAKERS DATA 


Coach im Colata (17-353, years; 3473-4 overall, 10 years). 
1995 record: 4-6-1. Big Ten: 2-5-1/9th. 
Koy losses: Craig Alen, WR; Mike Alsot, FB; Brad Bobich, 
K; Rob Deignan, P; Aaron Hall, OLB; Alfie Hill, OT; Bob 
‘O'Connor, MLB; Chris Sedors, C; Charie Stephens, TE; 
Jayme Washel, DT. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (7): Brian Alford, WR, 6-2/188, 
dt.; Mark Fischer, T (moved from G), 6-4/284, Jr.; John 

, T, 6-5/300, Jr.; Kirk Ofivadotti, WR, 5-10/182, 
‘Sr; Rick Trefzger, QB, 6-2/210, Sr.; Edwin Watson, FB 
(moved trom TB), 6-0/215, Jr.; Emmett Zitelli, G, 6-3/295, Sr. 
Defense (9): Derrick Brown, FS, 5-10/180, Jr.; Wille 
‘Burroughs, SS, 5-10/193, Soph.; Jamel Coleman, CB, 
6-0/192, Soph.; Jon Krick, T (moved from E), 6-2/280, Sr.; 
Chike Okeafor, OLB, 65237, Jc; Leo Perez T, 637285, 
Greg Smith, T, 6-2/280, Jr.; Craig Williams, E, 6-4/250, Sr.; 
Derick Winston, CB, 6-0/172, Sr. Kickers: None. 
Other key returnees: Jon Blackman, TE, Jr.; Lee Brush, SS, 
Jt.; Billy Dicken, OB, Jr.; Willie Felis, OLB, Soph.; Eric. 
Haddad, FB, Soph.; Joe Hagins, OLB, Sr.; Brandon Jewell, TE 
(moved from G), Jr.; Lee Johnson, TB, Soph.; Isaac Jones, 
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WR, Soph.; Noble Jones, MLB, Soph; Damion Lewis, G, Sr; 
Dan Maly, G, J; Kendall Mathews, TB, Jr; Brian Ncley, C, 
‘Jc; Chukie Nwokorie, DE; Soph. John Reeves, QB, Jt. Curtis 
Taylor, TBIKR, Soph. (RS); Tommy Triplet, CB, J. 

“Top newcomers: Chris Amce, K, st (JC); Cullen Bryant Jt, 
FB, Fr; Chis Daniels, WR, Fr. (RS); Robert Faukner, DE, J. 
(UC); Danny Rogers, P, Fr; Doug Withers, LB, Soph. (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Watson (102 a, 
553 yds, 5 TD); Passing: Tretzge (208 at, 123 comp, 8 
INT, 6D, 1.521 yds.); Receiving: Alord (24 rec, 686 yds, 8 
TD); Tackles: Okeafor (103); Sacks: Okeator (4). 

Site: West Lafayette, Ind, Stadium: Ross-Ade (67,861), 

Last league title won: 1967 (ie). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at Michigan State Oct. 19—Ohiio State 
‘Sept. 14—at Notre Dame ‘Nov, 2—at Wisconsin 
Sept. 21—West Virginia Nov. 9-Michigan 


‘Sept. 28—North Carolina State Nov. 16—at Northwestern 
Oct. 5—Minnesota Nov, 28—Indiana 
Oct. 12—at Penn State 


Offensive strengths: Tailbacks Carl 
McCullough and Aaron Stecker supply the 
kind of tag-team threat Wisconsin used to 
reach the Rose Bowl in the 1993 season. 
McCullough has the power of a Brent 
Moss and Stecker the speed of a Terrell 
Fletcher. Couple their talents with a solid 
line—four fifth-year seniors, including 
tackle Jerry Wunsch and guard Jamie 
Vanderveldt—and it’s no secret what the 
Badgers plan to do on offense. Tony 
Simmons has converted 29 percent of his 
career receptions into touchdowns, 
Offensive weaknesses: It seems Darrell 
Bevell was the starting quarterback for 
years, but he was around for only four sea- 
sons. Whether sophomore Mike Samuel is 
a capable replacement is unknown, but his 
inexperience certainly is a concern. He has 
thrown just 31 passes in his career, 
Defensive strengths: Big-play end Tarek 
Saleh should get the chance to surpass his 
12 sacks from last season thanks to an im- 
proved secondary. The entire unit returns 
and should be better now that converted re- 
ceiver Kevin Huntley and converted quar- 
terback Cyrill Weems have a season's expe- 
rience at their new positions. Linebacker 
Pete Monty is a tackling machine, and end 
Bryan Jurewicz is a veteran presence. 
Defensive : The Badgers were 
shaky defending the run ‘last ‘season and look 
to be vulnerable again given the graduation 
of all-conference tackle Jason Maniecki, The 
hope is that sophomore Tom Burke can step 
forward and become dominant after getting 
some playing time last year. Too bad that at 
253, he’s 20 pounds away from being big 
enough to cause much trouble. 

Special teams: There isn’t a stronger leg 
in college football than John Hall's. 
Trouble is, he isn't very accurrate. 
Stecker’s 24.2-yard kickoff return average 
was the best among the nation’s freshmen. 
Brian Alexander must improve on his 36.3- 
yard punting average. 

Key to success: Simmons is one of the 
Big Ten’s best, but his value may be dimin- 
ished if Samuel struggles. No matter how 
well he handles the pressure, it's doubtful 
Samuel can replace the 207 yards passing 
Bevell averaged per game last season. 
Outlook: Now is the time for the recruits 
Barry Alvarez signed in the wake of 
Wisconsin's Rose Bowl success to emerge. 
So far, they haven't proven to be as good or 
better than the players they've replaced, 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


which is why the Badgers should fall short 
ofa bowl bid again. 

BADGERS DATA 
Coach: Bary Alvarez (32-324, 6 years) 
1995 record: 4-5-2. Big Ten: 3-4-1/T7th, 
Key losses: Darrel Bevell, OB; Michael London, WR; Jason 
Maniecki, DT; Matt Nyquist, TE: Eric Unverzagt, LB; Chad 
Yocum, DE. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Cayetano Castro, G (moved 
from 7), 6-6/310, St. James Darby, G, 6-5/288, St; Ceci 
Marin, FB, 6:2/229, Soph.; Carl McCullough, TB, 6-3/225, Jr; 
Mike Rader, C, 6-5/294, Sr.; Tony Simmons, WR, 6:2/201, Jr; 
Jamie Vanderveldt, G, 6-5/305, Sr.; Jerry Wunsch, T, 6-6/315, 
Sr. Defense (8): Dary! Carter, OLB, 6-2/218, Sr; Kevin 
Huntley, FS, 6-2/202, Jr; Bryan Jurewicz, E, 6-5/275, Sr; Pete 
Moni, ILB, 6-2/241, St; Tarek Saleh, E, 6296, Sr; Jason 
Suttle, CB, 5-11/181, Jr; Leonard Taylor, SS, 6-0/186, Soph.; 
Cyrill Weems, CB, 6-2/205, Sr. Kickers (2): Brian Alexander, 
P, 6-8/198, Sr; John Hall, K, 63/231, Sr 
Other key returnees: Bob Adamov, SS, Soph.; Tom Burke, 
DT, Soph; Derek Engler, C (moved from G), St.; Brian 
Flanigan, LB, J; Donald Hayes, WR, Jt.; David Lysek, LB, J; 
Nell Miktusak, DT, St; Royce Roberson, TB, Jr; Mike Samuel, 
QB, Soph; Ryan Sondrup, TE, Soph.; Rod Spiller, DT, St.; 
‘Aaron Stecker, TB, Soph; John Waerig, FB, Soph, 
‘Top newcomers: Demetrius Brown, WR, Fr. (RS); Pat Daley, 
OT, Fr (RS); Ron Dayne, FB, Fr.; Scott Kavanagh, OB, Fr.; 
Chris Mcintosh, OT, Fr. (RS); Ahmad Merritt, WR, Fr. (RS); 
Eric Pauly, DE, Fr, (RS); Rob Roell, DE, Fr. (RS); Jamie 
Spielman, LB, Fr. (RS); Marcus White, QB, Fr. (RS); Mark 
Zanders, QB, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McCullough (236 
alt, 1,086 yds,, 87D); Passing: Samuel (31 att, 11 comp., 
1 INT, 2 TD, 166 yds.); Recelving: Simmons (29 rec., 504 
yds.,7 TD); Tackles: Monty (137); Sacks: Saleh (12) 
Site: Madison, Wisc, Stadium: Camp Randall (76,129) 
Last league title won: 1993 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept, 7—Eastem Michigan Oct. 26—at Michigan State 


Sept. 14—at UNLV Nov, 2—Purdue 
Sept, 21—Stanford- ‘Nov $—Minnesota 
‘Sept. 28—Penn State Nov. 16—at lowa. 
Oct. 12—at Ohio State Nov, 23—at Ilinois 
Oct. 19—-Northwestern Nov, 30—at Hawaii 


Subscribe And Get A Clock! 


9. INDIANA 
Offensive strengths: He didn’t play like it 
last year, but quarterback Chris Dittoe has 
the talent to be the best passer in Bill 
Mallory’s 13 seasons at Indiana. Maybe it 
was the pressure of being the clear No. 1 for 
the first time in his career that held Dittoe 
down in ’95. This year, he has no excuses. If 
tailback Alex Smith can regain his freshman 
form after an injury-filled sophomore 
season, look out. He'll benefit from the 
blocking of guard Tom Lukawski and center 
Jay Seib, who headline a veteran line. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Hoosiers, 
who ranked last in the Big Ten in scoring 
and 10th in total offense, can’t hope to re- 
bound from their worst season since 1984 
unless the big play returns. Smith has the 
ability to go the distance, but he won't go 
anywhere if Indiana's line doesn’t improve. 
Defensive strengths: End Nathan Davis 
could be in for an All-American season. His 
20 tackles for loss came with every offense 
keying against him. Now that 1994 super 
recruit Bo Barzilauskas, a tackle, has re- 
turned from a selfimposed one-season sab- 
batical, there is enough depth to put Davis 
in more one-on-one situations. 
Defensive weaknesses: It’s never a good 
sign when a strong safety leads the team in 
tackles, and that’s what Aaron Warnecke 
did for the Hoosiers last year. Maybe the 
return of three starting linebackers will so- 
lidify the run defense. If not, look for red- 
shirt JC transfer Kywin Supernaw to get a 
shot at strong safety. 
Special teams: Injuries kept Bill 
Manolopoulos from repeating his All-Big 
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Ten season of 1994. He should be back to 
full strength after connecting on 9-of-12 
field goals. Alan Sutkowski averaged 42.1 
yards per punt, second in the Big Ten. 

Key to success: Mallory reacted to his 
team’s winless Big Ten record by shaking 
up his staff. New defensive coordinator 
Steve Stripling, a longtime Mallory assistant, 
and new quarterbacks/passing game coordi- 
nator Kit Cartwright, hired from Michigan, 
are being given great latitude to help orches- 
trate a turnaround. But if the Hoosiers don't 
improve their league-worst minus-19 
turnover margin, no one’s job will be easy. 
Outlook: Indiana has too much talent at 
the skill positions to finish last in the 
league again. Whether it can make a big 
leap in the standings, or modest improve- 
ment, will hinge on whether the defense 
can prevent the big plays that haunted the 
Hoosiers last year. 


HOOSIERS DATA 
‘Coach: Bil Mallory (65-70-3, 12 years; 164-122-4 overall, 26 
years). 
1995 record: 2-9, Big Ten: 0-8 1th, 
Key losses: John Hammerstein, DT; Eric Matthews, WR; 
Louis Pinnock, DE; Eli Rasheed, DT; Eric Smedley, FS; Ck 
Wiliams, OT, 


Starters returning: Offense 
Sr; Steve Lee, FB, 6-1/250, 


iis Dittoe, QB, 6-6/230, 
Chris Liwienski, iM 6-6/290, 


‘Joey Eloms, CB, 5-1/185, 
.; Matt Surface, LB, 6-2/220, Sr 

6-1/195, Jr. Kickers (2): Bill Manolopoulos, K, 5-10/165, 

‘Man Sutkowshl, P, 61/185, Jc. 

Other key returnees: Khalfani Banks, OT, Jr.; Bo 

Barzlauskas, DT, Soph. (AS); Brian Bobay, DE, Soph. Curt 
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BIG TEN 


Goode, TE, Soph,; Greg Jenkins, OT, Soph. 
DE, d; Ben Klusmeyer, TE, Jr; Joe King, CB, 
Wikerson, WR, Jt; Aaron Wiliams, DE, Soph, 
‘Top newcomers: Jason Czap, DE, F. (RS); James Lamar, 
LB, Fr. (RS); Adewala Ogunlaye, DE, F. (RS); Robert Parish, 
WR, Fr. (RS);Al Philips, LB, Fr. (RS); Patrick Shaw, CB, Fr 
(RS); Kywin Supemnaw, SS, Jr: (CRS), 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Smith (166 at, 769 
yds., 37D); Passing: Ditos (196 att, 102 comp,, 6 INT, 3TD, 
1,214 yds.); Receiving: Sioner (29 rec, 412 yds. 1 TD); 
rackles: Warnecke (32); Sacks: Davis (6). 
Site: Bloomington, nd. Stadium; Memorial (52,954), 
Last league title won: 1967 (ti), 

SCHEDULE 
Sepl.7—at Toledo Oct. 19—at Michigan 
Sept. 44—Miami (Ohio) Oct, 26—Penn Stato 
Sept. 21—at Kentucky Nov. 9—at Michigan State 
Sept. 28—Northwestam Nov, 16—Ohio State 
Ocl. §—atilinois Nov, 23—at Purdue 
Oct. 12—lowa 


jenyard Jones, 
Dorian 


Offensive strengths; Although neither is 
a breakaway back, Robert Holcombe and 
Ty Douthard are a capable combination, 
The mystery is why Illinois would move 
Douthard from fullback back to tailback, 
where he and Holcombe will be forced to 
split time. The duo should benefit from a 
line that returns five starters, Rangy Jason 
Dulick is a dependable target. 

Offensive weaknesses: Why did Illinois 
disappoint last season? Blame it on the of 
fense, which ranked last in the Big Ten. 
Running was particularly troublesome. 
Scott Weaver had plenty of chances to se- 
cure the quarterback job before doing it in 
the spring, but the fact that he did so by 
default shouldn't inspire much confidence. 
Maybe the graduation of Johnny Johnson 
is what Weaver needs to blossom. That's 
possible—but also doubtful, 

Defensive strengths: Illinois lost Butkus 
Award winner Kevin Hardy and perhaps 
the nation’s top rusher in Simeon Rice, but 
the Illini didn’t lose its best linebacker, Not 
statistically, anyway. Senior Dennis 
Stallings led the Mllini in tackles and inter- 
ceptions last year and should be better as 
the feature player. He's joined by David 
James, who's ready to emerge, 

Defensive weaknesses: Rice's departure 
lessens Illinois’ ability to harass 
quarterbacks, but a rush may be moot if 
the Illini doesn’t defend the run better. 
Opponents were seldom forced to pass last 
season, so Illinois'led the league in pass de- 
fense because of a lack of activity more 
than ability. Nose tackle Paul Marshall 
needs help on the line, and it may come 
from mega-recruit Eric Jefferson. 

Special teams: There isn’t a proven big- 
play return man on the roster, nor does 
Illinois have an established punter. But 
there are no kicking concerns thanks to 
Bret Scheuplein, who hit 10-of-17 field-goal 
attempts in 1995. 

Key to success: Illinois’ offense was a dis- 
aster last season, with Lou Tepper yanking 
quarterbacks not game-by-game but 
quarter-by-quarter. He won't be able to do 
that this year because he doesn’t have a ca- 
pable backup. He also doesn't have much 
defense against those who keep harping 
that he made a mistake by replacing Greg 
Landry with Paul Schudel as the offensive 
coordinator before last season. 

Outlook: If Illinois couldn't get a bowl bid 
with five starters returning from the 


SIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, 


Junior wide receiver Tutu Atwell should be a 
prime target in Minnesota's passing attack, 


Jeague’s best defense in '94, why be opti- 
mistic about eight starters coming back 
from an offense that was pathetic in 95? 
FIGHTING ILLINI DATA 
Coach: Lou Tapper (2322-1, 4 years). 
§:5-1, Big Ten: 3-4-1/T7th. 
9 Blackman, OT; Shane Fisher, WR; Kevin 
Hardy, LB; Johnny Johnson, QB; Brett Larsen, P; Duane Lyle, 
CB; Tim McCloud, DT; Antwoine Patton, FS; Simeon Rice, LB; 
Tyrone Washington, SS, 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Chris Brown, C (moved from 
T), 63/290, Jr; Matt Cushing, TE, 6-4/255, Jr.; Ty Douthard, 
‘TB (moved from FB), 6-1/215, Sr.; Jason Dulick, WR, 6-4/200 
‘Sr; Robert Holcombe, TB, 511/209, Jr; Jay Kuchanbecker, T 
(moved from G), 6-5/280, Sr.; Chris Koerwitz, G, 6-2/306, Sr; 
Scott Weaver, QB, 6-2/206, Sr, Defense (6): David James, 
|LB, 6-244, dr Garratt Johnson, T, 6:3/274, Soph, Paul 
Marshall, NT, 6-3/260, Sr; Dennis Stallings, LB, 6-0/282, Sr; 
Trevor Starghil, OB, §-8/182, Jr; James Willams, CB, 
6.0/168, Jr, Kickers (1): Bret Scheuplein, K, 62/196, Jr, 
Other key retumees: Chico Brown, OT, Soph.; Cyron Brown, 
1B, J ey Byrd, FB, Sr, Mike Gusich, SS, Soph,; Steve 
Havard, TB, Soph; Marquis Mosely, SE, Jr; Ryan Murphy, LB, 
‘Soph.; Ryan Schau, T (moved from G), Soph.; Brent Taylor, G, 
dr; Toriano Woods, FS, Sr, 
‘Top newcomers: Danny Clark, LB, Fr, (RS); Ramee! Connor, 
DT, Fr. (RS); Mike Flaar, G, Fr. (RS); Elmer Hickman, FB, Fr. 
(RS); Eric Jefferson, DL, Fr.; Antoine McNutt, G, Fr. (RS); 
‘Manuel Strong, LB, Fr, (RS); Marques Sullivan, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Holeombe (264 at, 
1,051 yds,, § TD); Passing: Weaver (103 att., 55 comp,, 10 INT, 
Duliok (86 rec, 453 yds., 27D); 
Tackles: Salings (190) Sacks: Johnson, Gyron Brown (2) 
‘Site: Champaign, Il, Stadium: Memorial (70,904), 
Last league title won: 1980 (to) 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug.31—at Michigan Oct, 26-—at Nothwestern 
Sept. 7—Southem California Nov. Iowa 
Sept. 14—at Arizona Nov, 9—Ohio State 
Sept. 21—Akron Nov, 16—al Minnesota. 
Oct. 5—Indiana Nov. 23—Wisconsin 
Oct, 12—at Michigan State 


Offensive strengths: Quarterback Cory 
Sauter completed 60.4 percent of his 
passes for 2,600 yards, both school 
records. That's not bad for a sophomore 
who wasn’t eyen a clear No. 1 when the 
season began, but it is bad news for de- 
fenses that have to contain a more confi- 
dent Sauter. He'll have good targets in 
Ryan Thelwell and Tutu Atwell. 

Offensive weaknesses: Size isn’t a 
problem for Minnesota up front, where 
tackle Gann Brooks is the main man, but 
being big doesn't assure success. Sauter’s 
preoccupation with the short pass wasn’t 
always by design. Most times, it was a 
matter of survival. Promising running back 
Rafael Cooper was kicked off the team in 
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the spring. That means Javon Jackson and 
a pair of redshirt freshmen will try to fill 
Chris Darkins’ shoes. 
Defensive strengths: It takes a micro- 
scope to find one on a unit that ranked last 
in the Big Ten in scoring, passing and 
overall defense, and 10th against the run. 
That’s why Tim Rose was hired from 
Cincinnati. He had the Bearcats, and 
Memphis before that, among the top defen- 
sive teams in the nation. His unit will be an- 
chored by strong safety Rodney Heath and 
tackle Jerome Davis. 
Defensive weaknesses: When a defense is 
as bad as the Gophers’ 1995 edition, it’s 
never one area that causes the problem. 
Instead, the symptoms are more widespread 
and hard to erase, and in Minnesota's case 
that means a shortage of size up front and 
speed in the secondary. 
Special teams: True freshman punter 
Steve Kemph could offer immediate help 
and will benefit from working indoors. 
Return men Heath and Cooper are threats 
that must be respected. The search for a 
replacement for Groza Award finalist Mike 
Chalberg will continue into two-a-days. 
Key to success: If Rose can scrape to- 
gether a defense by shifting players around 
in Minnesota's new 3-4 alignment, maybe 
the Gophers won't feel pressured to score 
50 points in order to win. 5 
Outlook: Jim Wacker has been able to stay 
upbeat through some disappointing cam- 
paigns. For the first time, he has an entire 
team of his recruits, Maybe that’s why-he’s 
smiling, Or maybe he’s an eternal optimist, 
GOLDEN GOPHERS DATA 
Coach: Jim Wacker (12-2, 4 years; 156-123-3 overall, 26 years), 
70th, 
1, G; Mike Chalberg, K; Justin 
‘Conzemius, LB; Ratael Cooper, RB (dismissed from team); 
Chris Darkins, RB; Mike Giovinetti, OT; Garrison Harmann, P; 
‘Todd Jesewitz, C; Tony Levine, SB; Matt Reem, TE; Craig 
Saver, LB; Johnny Woodson, FL, 
‘Starters returning: Offense (4): Chris Bergstrom, G, 6-3/907, 
Sr,; Gann Brooks, T, 68/302, Sr.; Cory Sauter, QB, 6-5/214, 
‘i Ryan Thelwell, WR, 62/180, J. Defense (8): Ogun Akbar, 
NG (moved from E), 6-3/253, Sr. Terrance Blayna, CB, 
5-11/477, St; Jerome Davi, T (moved trom E), 6-5/265, Sr; 
Rishon Early, FS, 6-1/175, St; Rodney Heath, SS (moved from 
CB), §-10/170, Sr.; Crawtord Jordan, FS (moved from SS), 
5-11/172, ur; Ben Langford, ILB, 6-2/220, Sr,; Antoine 
Richard, T, 6-4/270, Soph. Kickers; None. 
Other key returnees: Tutu Atwell, WR, Jr; Jeff Baldauf, 
Jt.; Mark Cross, OLB, Jf; Luke Herkenhoff, OT, Jr; Javor 
Jackson, RB, ut; Gregg James, ©, Jt; Paul Kratochvi, TE, 
Sr.; Greg Nelson, WR, Jr; Craig Scruggs, CB, Soph.; Rufus 
‘Smith, OLB, Soph.; Mark Tangen, TE, Sr.; Dave Watson, NT, 
‘Soph.; Deon White, ILB, Soph.; Don Williams, OLB, Sr.; 
Lamanzer Williams, DT, Jt. Parc Willams, !LB, Soph. 
‘Top newcomers: Tyrone Carter, SS, Fr. (RS); Mike Cemoch, 
DT Fr, (RS); Donny Dalton, LB, Jr. (JC); Jerome Eliot, DL, 
Soph, (JC); Byron Evans, RB, Fr. (AS); Thomas Hamner, RB, 
Fr, (RS); Kris Hofath, OT, Fr. (AS); Slave Kemph, P, Fr; Tony 
Vann, WR, Fr. (RS); Ryan Venturine, LB, Soph. (JC); Verdis 
‘Webb, RB, Fr. (AS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Jackson (43 att, 
201 yds., 17D); Passing: Sauter (338 att, 204 comp, 13 INT, 
18 TD, 2,600 yds.); Receiving: Thelwll (58 rec. 775 yds. 6 
‘TD); Tackles; Jordan (58); Sacks: L. Williams (3). 
Site: Minneapolis. Stadium: Metrodome (63,669), 


Last league title won: 1967 (ie). 

SCHEDULE 
Sepl. 7—al Northeast Louisiana Oct. 26—Michigan 
Sept. 14—Ball State Nov, 2—at Ohio State 
Sepl. 21—Syracuse Nov. 8—at Wisconsin 
Oct. 5—at Purdue Nov, 16—linois 
Oct. 12—at Northwestem Nov. 23—lowa 
Oct, 19-Michigan State 


Bruce Hooley covers Ohio State and the 
Big Ten for the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


SCOUTING THE Bic TEN 


Ascending: Northwestern. OK, so it’s 
not possible to ascend much higher than 
the Rose Bowl. Consider this label 
overdue for the Wildcats, whose 
Cinderella title run caught everyone by 
surprise. Now coach Gary Barnett is ex- 
pected to have his team in a bowl every 
year, which would have been unthinkable 
only 12 months ago. The thought here is 
Barnett will get it done. 

Descending: Wisconsin, A boatload of 
returning talent in 1994 got the Badgers 
only a fourth-place finish, and Wisconsin 
was shut out of the bowls last year. Now 
Barry Alvarez has a young team trying to 
catch lightning in a bottle again. 
Nightmare schedule: Michigan. The 
Wolverines annually play the league’s 
toughest non-conference opponents. 
Last year was an exception, but they're 
back on track in 1996. After opening 
against Illinois, the Wolverines go to 
Colorado, then get Boston College and 
UCLA at home before going to 
Northwestern. Oh, yeah, Michigan 
closes with back-to-back games against 
Penn State and Ohio State. 

Dream schedule: Ohio State, Can you 
say cream puff? You can if you’re John 
Cooper, whose Buckeyes get Rice and 
Pittsburgh at home to start the season 
and begin the Big Ten with consecutive 
home games against Penn State and 
Wisconsin. OSU's four Big Ten road op- 
ponents all finished in the second division 
last year. 

Best matchup of year: Northwestern at 
Towa, November 9. The Wildcats should 
go to Kinnick Stadium still in the hunt for 
a second Big Ten title; Jowa will be con- 
tending, too, and seeks revenge for last 
season’s loss in Evanston. 

Worst matchup of year: Northern 
Illinois at Penn State, September 14. This 
will be the first meeting between the 
Huskies and the Lions. Has anyone been 
clamoring for it? No one but the school 
treasurer at NIU, which will be paid hand- 
somely for serving as an afternoon snack 
in University Park. 

Bowl bound: Northwestern’s soft non- 
conference schedule assures the 
Wildcats will go bowling again, joining 
Penn State, Ohio State, Michigan and 
Towa. Michigan State won't make it be- 
cause of road games at Nebraska, Iowa, 
Michigan and Penn State. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Ohio State RB 
Eddie George's. Replacing a Heisman 
Trophy winner brings a white-hot spot- 
light, which Ohio State junior Pepe 
Pearson finds himself in. George's under- 
study the previous two seasons, Pearson 
is accustomed to following an icon, As a 
high school freshman in Euclid, Ohio, he 
followed Robert Smith. 

Most overrated player: Illinois tailback 
Robert Holcombe. If Holcombe, who ran 
for 1,051 yards in ’95, was so good, would 
coach Lou Tepper be moving his starting 
fullback, Ty Douthard, to tailback to chal- 


HONOR ROLL 


Best offensive backfield: Northwestem. 


offensive line: Ohio State. = | 


Best pro 
Best 


Sek Saw, RB, lowa,_ 
‘atmosphere: Wisconsin. | 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


Top recruit in parentheses 


1 Ohio State (LB Andy Katzenmayer.) Katzenmoyer’s 
‘signing headlines peecaetce dt 
Base signed some great backs, linemen 


2, Penn Stat (QB Rashard Casey). 
A Michigan (OL my Backus), 

4, Michigan State (RB Sedrick Irvin), 
6: llinois (OL edoteen 
Wain TE Mla Stn 


(OL Jack 
thames Hania), 
9. lowa (OL Bily Brann). 

10, Purdue (FB Cullen Bryant Jr), 
11, Minnesota (DL Jerome Ella), 


Hamed). 


‘ J 
Sn eee e 

re LS ranacneneca 

eee ponent : 


Stk ca 


Comerback Charles so will have to be at 
his best as Michigan faces a murderous schedule. 


lenge for the position? 

Most underrated player: Northwestern 
quarterback Steve Schnur. At the start of 
last season, Schnur wasn’t among the top 
two guys contesting the job. You know 
the rest. 

Best coach: Penn State's Joe Paterno. 
JoePa keeps rolling along—and winning. 
Special. mention must go to 
Northwestern’s Gary Barnett. In January 
1992, Barnett promised to “take the 


Purple to Pasadena.” He delivered four 
years later. 
Best staff: Ohio State. John Cooper's 
aides keep leaving town and he keeps 
finding better guys to replace them. 
Former NFL assistant Walt Harris revital- 
ized the pass offense last year and, given 
his experience, former Memphis coach 
Chuck Stobart is slumming it as OSU’s 
wide receivers coach. This year, watch 
first-year defensive coordinator Fred 
Pagac, the last link to Woody Hayes’ staff, 
turn the Buckeyes blitz-happy. 
Coach on the hot seat: Illinois’ Lou 
Tepper. There isn’t a better defensive co- 
ordinator, but questions remain whether 
Tepper can transfer his coaching abili- 
ties to the team. This will be his first 
team without the influence of John 
Mackovic’s recruiting, and it may not be 
apretty sight. 
Best bets: Northwestern will soar into 
the Top 10 after starting with victories 
over Wake Forest, Duke, Ohio 
University and Indiana, ... Notre Dame 
will exact revenge on Ohio State for last 
year’s 45-26 beating in Columbus, and 
OSU fans immediately will begin grum- 
bling about John Cooper’s inability to 
win big games. .,. Stories will begin sur- 
facing about the psychological impact of 
the pink walls in Iowa’s visiting locker 
room once the Hawkeyes make a move 
in the national rankings. ... Purdue 
coach Jim Colletto will replace starting 
quarterback Rick Trefzger with John 
Reeves, then Reeves with Billy Dicken, 
then go back to Trefzger. Such are the 
perils of playing for a coach who's a 
former offensive coordinator, 
Odds and ends: Michigan didn’t have 
a spring game because of stadium reno- 
vations. Replacement of the sod made a 
game impossible. Michigan also is in 
the midst of a five-year project to re- 
place the chain-link fence surrounding 
the stadium with brick pillars and 
wrought-iron fencing. ... Penn State 
strong safety Ambrose Fletcher col- 
lapsed while lifting weights January 26 
and remains questionable to play this 
fall. Doctors had not diagnosed what 
caused his collapse by late spring. 
Fletcher did not participate in spring 
practice. ... Ohio State fans are steamed 
about getting only 5,000 tickets to a 
September 28 game at Notre Dame. Last 
year, Notre Dame fans received 7,500 
tickets to the game in Columbus, nearly 
twice the amount OSU normally makes 
available to visiting teams. .,. Recruiting 
is a funny business. Just ask Ohio State, 
which lost headline tailback recruit 
Durell Price to UCLA when Price mis- 
takenly faxed the wrong page of his 
letter-of-intent to Columbus, then took 
that as a sign he should sign with the 
Bruins. OSU made up for that by getting 
linebacker Na’il Diggs after he backed 
out on an oral commitment to USC. 
—BRUCE HOOLEY 
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BIG TEN 


1. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Offensive strengths: As usual, quarter- 
back. Brad Otton is 10-1-1 as the Trojans’ 
starter and has more poise than most 
collegians. At 6-6, he is USC’s tallest 
quarterback ever. Just one starter re- 
turns on the offensive line, but there 
were an astounding 20 linemen on the 
spring roster and more tight ends than 
most NFL teams. 

Offensive weaknesses: That one re- 
turning lineman, Phalen Pounds, is 
questionable for 1996 after shoulder 
surgery. The Trojans had a lot of depth 
at tailback last year and wound up 
needing all of it. Delon Washington had 
five 100-yard games, but he isn’t your 
classic USC tailback. Wide receivers 
Chris Miller and Larry Parker combined 
won't be as productive as the departed 
Keyshawn Johnson. Miller and Parker 
combined to catch 46 passes last season. 
Johnson caught 102. Watch for sopho- 
more Billy Miller. 

Defensive strengths: Cornerback Daylon 
McCutcheon is so good he'd be playing 
tailback at other schools (and might for 
USC). The secondary is exceptional and 
deep. Darrell Russell and Matt Keneley 
forma stout 1-2 punch on the line. 
Defensive weaknesses: USC hasn't had a 
dominating linebacker since Junior Seau 
and won't in '96, either. Sammy Knight, a 
former safety, moves to linebacker. USC 
needs Russell to be a monster consistently 
instead of occasionally. 

Special teams: Dueling kickers Adam 
Abrams and Adam Rendon, who despise 
each other, combined to make 9-of-13 field 
goals last year. Parker, Miller and 
McCutcheon will make the return teams a 
threat. Finding a replacement for four-year 
punter John Stonehouse will be difficult. 
Keys to success: Beating Notre Dame, 
something USC hasn't done in 13 consec- 
utive tries, is one. Beating UCLA, which 
the Trojans haven't done in the past five 
tries (a record in the history of the ri- 
valry), is another. 

Outlook; USC thumped its chest with 
pride after beating Northwestern in the 
Rose Bowl, but it sort of underachieved in 
1995, considering its two losses were 
against main rivals Notre Dame and UCLA. 
Without question, the Trojans have the 
best overall talent in the conference, but 
they still aren’t as physically dominant as 
John Robinson would like. 


TROJANS DATA 
Coach: John Robinson (92-24-4, 10 years). 
1995 record: 9-2-1 (beat Northwestern in Rose Bow), Pac- 
40: 64-1/TIst. 
Key losses: Terry Barnum, RB; Marcus Bonds, DE; Scott 
Fields, LB; Stuart Gage, DT; Norberto Garrido, OT; Brian 
Haas, LB; Erick Herin, LB; Jeremy Hogue, C; Israel lfeanyi, 
DE; Keyshawn Johnson, WR; Johnny MoWiliams, TE; John 
Niches, OT; Micah Philips, S; Kyle Ramsay, G; John 
Stonehouse, P; Kyle Wachholz, OB, 
Starters returning: Offense (4); Brad Otton, QB, 66/235, 
Sr; Lamy Parker, WR, 6-2/190, Ge 
7/310, ur. (status questionable because of offseason shoulder 
surgery); Delon Washington, TB, §-11/190, Jt, Defense (7): 
‘Quinoy Harrison, CB, 5-11/185, Sr; Brian Kelly, FS (moved 
from CB), 6-1/190, Jr; Matt Keneley, T, 6-5/285, Sr; Sammy 
Kright LB (nved tom SS) 61718, S; Wiis Lovery E 
6-5/255, Sc; Daylon McCutcheon, CB, 511/175, Soph.; 
Darrell Russell, T,6-4320, Jr. Kickers (2): Adam Abrams, K, 
5-9/170, Soph; Adam Rendon, P,6:2/206, Soph, 


PACIFIC-10 


Conference Rank: 4 
By BOB KEISSER 


PREDICTION 


4. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
2. ARIZONA STATE. 
3. OREGON 

4. WASHINGTON 
5. STANFORD 

6. ARIZONA 

7. UCLA 

8. CALIFORNIA 
9. WASHINGTON STATE 
10. OREGON STATE - 


Senior Matt Keneley is part of a dynamite 
defensive tackle duo for Southern California. 


ce uae: John Aled, TE, Sr.; Ken Bowen, OT, 
rs Brymer, G, ur. (RSiacademies); Rashard Cook, 
s Soph: Mark Gusano, LB, Sph,; Rome Douglas, OT, 
Soph, Leonard Green, TB, St. (RSifoot); Ken Haslip, CB, 

Soph; Jonathan Himebauch, C, Jr; Bily Miler, WR, Soph,; 
Chris Miler, WR, Se; Taso Papadakis, LB, Jr (RS/nee); 
Grant Pearsall, S, Jr; David Pratchard, G, Sr; George Perry, 
DE, dt; Rodney Sermons, TB, J; Shawn Walters, FB, Sr; 
LaVale Woods, TB, Jt. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Washington (236 
alt, 1,109 yds., 6TD); Passing: Otton (256 at, 159 comp., 4 
INT, 14TD, 1,928 yds.); Receiving: Parker (25 rec, 270 yds, 
TD); Tackles: Knight (89); Sacks: Keneley, Russell (4), 
Top newcomers: Grant Boelter, OT, Jr. (JC); Chris Claiborne, 
LB, Fr. Travis Claridge, OT, Fr; Troy Gamer, WR, Fr; Stan 
Guyness, WR, Fr. Travis Hall, TE, Sr (transferiCal State 
Northridge); Faaesea Mailo, G, Fr; R. Jay Soward, WR, Fr. 
‘Aaron Willams, DE, Fr. (RS); Quincy Woods, OB, Fr. (RS); 
dim Wren, P, Jr, (JC). 

Site: Los Angeles, Stadium: Los Angeles Memoria (92,000), 
Last league tile won: 1995 (ie). 
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SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 25—Penn State’ Oct. 26—at Washing State 
Sept.7—atllinols_ Nov, 2—Washington 
Sept. 14—Oregon State Nov. 9—at Stanford 
Sept. 21—at Houston Nov. 23—at UCLA 
Oct. 5—California Nov. 30—Notre Dame 
Oct. 12—Arizona (‘Kickoff Classic) 
19—at Arizona State 


2. ARIZONA STATE 


Offensive strengths: ASU should do 
everything well on offense this year. 
Mobile quarterback Jake Plummer has 
started 28 consecutive games, Keith Poole 
(19.6-yard career average) is a big-play re- 
ceiver, Kenny Mitchell and Ricky Boyer 
lend receiving depth, and there’s experi- 
ence in the backfield, Bruce Snyder's fa- 
vorite mode of travel. Running back J.R. 
Redmond had a terrific spring. 

Offensive weaknesses: Tackle Juan 
Roque is an All-American candidate, but 
oyerall the line has lacked stability because 
of personnel shuffling. Snyder needs to 
settle on a regular unit and end the turn- 
stile the line has become. If he does, there 
may be no stopping this offense. 
Defensive strengths: Scott Von der Ahe 
and Derek Smith are better than average 
Pac-10 linebackers. They are more than ca- 
pably backed up by free safety Mitchell 
Freedman, who is guaranteed to lead the 
league in big hits. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Sun Devils 
had a miserable pass rush (18 sacks) in 95 
and were soft on the corners (just six inter- 
ceptions). Unfortunately for them, they 
have the same look again. Their standout 
defenders have to make too many down- 
field tackles. 

Special teams: Considering the skill 
talent, the return numbers last year were 
weak. Terry Battle averaged 23.5 yards on 
four kickoff returns and Poole averaged 5.6 
yards on 26 punt returns. But the kickers 
appear solid. Lance Anderson had seven 
punts of more than 50 yards, and Robert 
Nycz was 11-of-16 on field-goal attempts. 
Key to success: Numbers. A year ago, 
Snyder began the season with just 75 
scholarship players and two players re- 
maining from the 1991 recruiting class. 
Now he has 47 lettermen back and 43 off 
last year’s two-deep. Arizona State won't 
play shorthanded in 1996. 

Outlook: Sunny and warm. Snyder's 
breakthrough year at Cal was his fifth (10- 
2), and this is year five for him at ASU. Last 
year’s squad was seven points away from a 
6-0 run to end the season. In '96, the Sun 
Devils leave the state only three times and 
open the season with five consecutive 
home games. Everything, it seems, is 


Key losses: Justin Dragoo, ILB; Chris Hopkins, TB; Mike 
Langridge, DE; Ryan Wood, RB, 

Starters retuming: Offense (9): Stove Bush, TE, 6-9258, 
Sr; Glen Gable, G, 6-5/295, J; Kyle Murphy, G, 6-4/298, Jr; 
Isaiah Mustafa, WR, 6-4216, Sr; Jake Plummer, QB, 6-2/190, 
Sr; Keil Poole, WR, 62/185, Sr; Kirk Robertson, 0, 6-505, 
Sr; Juan Roque, , 6/820, Sr; Pat Thompson, G, 6 

Sr, Defense (8): Brent Bursts, E, 6-8/270, Sr. 


litchell 
Freedman, FS, 6-0/192, Soph.; Jason Reynolds, T, 6-2/275, 
dt; Damien Richardson, SS, 6-2/210, Jr.; Jason Simmons, 
GB, 5-10/175, Jr; Derek Smith ILB, 6-2/232, Sr; Shawn 
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— se Ss 


Underrated Keith Poole should be the primary 
receiver for the Sun Devils this season. 


‘Swayda, T, 6-5/279, Jr; Scott Von der Ahe, !LB, 6-0/247, Jr. 
Klokers (2): Lance Anderson, P,6-1/215, Sr. Robert Nyce, K, 
511/194, dt 
Other key returnees: Vince Amoy, DT, Je; Mike Bares, G, 
‘Soph; Tery Battle, TB, Jr; Ricky Boyer, WR, Soph,; Malchi 
Crawford, DE, Jt; Marlon Farlow, TB, Soph, (RS); Travon 
Johnson, CB, Sr; Devin Kendall, TE, Sc; Randy Leaphart, 
GIC, Soph. Michael Martin, TB, Jr; Kenny Mitchel, WR, 
Soph.; Lamont Morgan, CB, Soph; Jetf Pau, FB, Soph; 
Harlen Rashada, SS, Sr. (RS/suspension); Grey Ruegamer, 
OT, Soph.; Marcus Soward, CB, Sr. (RS); Pat Tilman, OLB, 
cus Wiliams, PI, J. 
p newcomers: Juan Chery, CB, Fr; Ryan Kealy, QB, Fr; 
JR. Redmond, RB, Fr.; Ryan Reilly, DT, Fr. (RS); Derrick 
Rodgers, OLB, Jr. (JC); Creig Spann, WR, J. (JC); Jeremy 
Staal, DE, Jr (JC); Stephen Trejo, LB, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Martin (198 att, 566 
9s, §TD); Passing: Plummer (301 att, 173 comp,,9INT, 17 
TD, 2,222 yds); Receiving: Poole (85 rec, 1,096 yds., 7 TD); 
Tackles: Von der Ahe (92); Sacks: Reynolds (8). 
Site: Tempe, Ariz. Stadium: Sun Devil (73,856), 
Last league tile won: 1986 (te) 

SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—Washington Oct. 19—Southern California 
Sept. 14 North Texas Oct, 26—at Stanford 


Sept. 21—Nebraska Nov. 2—al Oregon State 
Sept. 28—-Oregon Nov. 9 California 

Oct. §—Boise State Nov. 23—at Arizona 
(Oct. 12—at UCLA 


Offensive strengths: The Ducks return 
quarterback Tony Graziani, who finished 
eighth in the nation in total offense last 
year. A line that allowed a league-low 17 
sacks returns four starters. Josh Wilcox 
and Blake Spence form a double-tight end 
alignment many NEL teams would envy. 

Offensive weaknesses: The offense went 
flat late last season, scoring just two touch- 
downs in the last 3% games. The Ducks 
need sophomore Kevin Parker to replace 
dependable Ricky Whittle in the backfield 


and for wide receiver Dameron Ricketts to 
revert to his 1994 form (36 receptions, 
464 yards). 

Defensive strengths: Despite heavy per- 
sonnel losses, the Ducks still have as 
many impact players on defense as any 
team in the Pac-10. The best are corner- 
back Kenny Wheaton, linebackers 
Derrick Barnes and Reggie Jordan and 
end Mark Schmidt. Wheaton played sev- 
eral games last year with one hand in a 
cast after breaking his thumb. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Ducks 
ranked eighth nationally against the run 
last year, but two of the players most re- 
sponsible for that—inside linebackers 
Jeremy Asher and Rich Ruhl—are gone. 
The Ducks need safety Jaiya Figueras and 
linebacker Jeff Branson to become full- 
time players again after suffering ankle in- 
juries last year. 

Special teams: Despite losing Matt 
Belden (torn thigh muscle) in the last 
year's opener, the Ducks kicked well in 
1995. Joshua Smith made nine of his last 
10 field-goal attempts and punter Josh 
Bidwell sacrificed distance for place- 
ment. The return game will miss 
Whittle’s explosiveness. 

Keys to success: Mike Bellotti suc- 
ceeded nicely in his first year after re- 
placing Rich Brooks as coach. But, oddly, 
year two may be more difficult. Both coor- 
dinators—Al Borges (to UCLA) and 
Charlie Waters (retired for personal rea- 
sons)—have departed, so continuity 
seems an important issue. 

Outlook: The rise of the Ducks in recent 
years isn’t a fluke. They've gone to con- 
secutive New Year’s Day bowls, posted 
back-to-back nine-win seasons, and 
Bellotti seems to be the best young coach 
west of Rick Neuheisel. Even with some 
key personnel losses, Oregon is likely to 
contend again. 


DUCKS DATA 


Coach: Mike Balt (2-3, 1 year; 22-28-2 overall, 6 years), 
1995 record: 93 (lost to Colorado in Cotton Bow). Pac-10 
62810. 

Key losses: Jeremy Asher, LB; Troy Bailey, DE; Brian Coins, 
8S; Paul Jensen, LB; Crisin McLemore, WR; Alex Molden, 
CCB; Eric Reid, G; Rich Ruhl, LB; Isaac Walker, FS; Ricky 
Whittle, TB. 

‘Starters returning: Offense (8): Tony Graziani, OB, 63/200, 
‘St; Mark Gregg, C, 64/270, St; AJ. Jos, FB, 6-2/246, Jr; 
Tasi Malepeai, G,6-2/340, Sr; Dameron Ricketts, WR, 
5-9/188, Sr; David Weber, T, 65/270, Jr; Paul Wiggin, T, 
6-4/316, St; Josh Wilcox, TE, 6-3/251, Sx Defense (5): 
Derick Bames, OLB, 6-1/252, Sr; Bryant Jackson, NT, 6- 
41274, Sr; Reggie dordan, OLB, 68/262, Sr; Mark Schmidt, 
E, 63/296, Sr; Kenny Wheaton, CB, 5-919, Jr, Kickers (1): 
Joshua Smith, K,6-1/191, Soph, 

Other key returnees: Bob Baldwin, G, Sc; Matt Belden, 
KIP, Soph, (RSVinjury); Josh Bidwell, P, Soph. Je Branson, 
LB, Jr; Desmond Byrd, DE, J; Jaiya Figueras, S, Jr 
Damon Grin, WR, Jr; Jiri Hodge, WR, Sx; Pat Johnson, 
WR, Jr Michael Klews, OT, Soph. (RS); Curtis Moore, ILB, 
it; Kevin Parker, TB, Soph.; Ryan Pery-Smith, OB, Sr.; 
Wily Rife, OT, S.; Blake Spence, TE, Jr; Garth White, ILB, 
J; LaMont Woods, CB, Sr. 

p newcomers: Josh Becket, G, Fr. (RS); Jerry Brown, 
TB, Fr. (RS); LaCorey Colins, WR, Fr.; Paul Dive, C, Fr. 
(RS); York Frierson, CB, Soph, (Prop 48); Derien Latimer, 
TB, Fr (RS); Peter Simon, ILB, Fr. (RS); Justin Wilcox, 
08, Fr. (RS). 

Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing; Parker (46 att, 221 
ys. 0 TD); Passing: Graziani (426 att, 231 com. 10 INT, 
43 TD, 2,604 yds J; Receiving: Wicox (36 rec., 456 yds., 5 
TD); Tackles: Wheaton (72); Sacks: Bares, Jordan (7). 
Site: Eugene, Ore. Stadium: Autzen (41,698). 

Last league tile won: 1994. 


Unversity OF WASHINGTON 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—atFresno Stale Oct. 12—at Stanford 


‘Sepl. 7—Nevada Oct, 26—Washington 
Sept. 14—Colorado State Nov. 9Avizona 

Sept. 21—at Washington State Nov. 16—Calforia 
‘Sept. 28—at Arizona State Nov, 23—al Oregon State 
Oct. 5-UCLA 


4. WASHINGTON 


Offensive strengths: Damon Huard is 
gone, but the name remains at quarter- 
back. Younger brother Brock, a prep All- 
American in 1994, will compete with junior 
Shane Fortney for the starting job. Both 
are capable, though inexperienced. The 
other skill spots are loaded, too, with tail- 
back Rashaan Shehee, a surprise last 
season, and wide receivers Dave Janoski, 
Fred Coleman and Andre DeSaussure, 
Offensive weaknesses: Every good 
Husky team has had a quality fullback and 
tight end, but those areas are question 
marks in ’96. The line is solid but not deep, 
so guys like senior guard Bob Sapp need to 
step up. 

Defensive strengths: Linebacker Ink 
Aleaga (227 career tackles) plays bigger 
than his 6-2, 225-pound frame and likely will 
draw comparisons to Junior Seau by year’s 
end, Jerry Jensen, Jason Chorak and John 
Fiala join with Aleaga to give Washington 
the best linebacking corps in the league, 
Defensive weaknesses: There are many 
holes to fill on the line and in the sec- 
ondary. David Richie and Sekou Wiggs, 
part-timers a year ago, will be asked to 
make an impact on the line. Pacific transfer 
Nigel Burton is penciled in to replace NFL 
draftee Lawyer Milloy at free safety, The 
starting cornerback slots will be filled by 
new players, as well, 

Special teams: Once a Huskies strength, 
the special teams have been spotty lately. 
Janoski, Coleman and Shehee are talented 


Washington's Ink Aleaga is the focal point of 
‘one of the best linebacking units in the nation. 
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PRESEASON ALL-Pac-10 TEAM 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE OFFENSE OFFENSE 
eee L ts Pos. Name, School _____HtWk__Class_ 
WR KEITHPOOLE,Arzona State 62/185 Sc_«=|WR_ RICHARD DIGE, Atizona 62016 Se 
WA _NAIL BENJAMIN, 511/185 St WR _ BRIAN MANNING, Stanford 60/180 Sr. 
TE JOSHWILGOX, Oregon. 6925) Sr TONY GONZALEZ, Calfomia 6-635 Jt. 
T_JUANROQUE, Arizona Slate —-68320_—_Sr. PAUL WIGGINS, Oregon 4315 Sr 
T___TARIK GLENN, California 66/345 Sr ‘SCOTT SANDERSON, Washington St. 6-7/292__Sr. 
G___BRAD BADGER, Stanford 6.4280 Sc CHRIS BRYMER, USC 6.97285 Jt 
G _ BENJIOLSON, Washington . CHADOVERHAUSER, UCLA 65/090 Jt 
JAKE PLUMMER C__MARK Sr WAYNE WYATT, Arizona 6-37296 Sr. 
QB, Arizona State Sc TONY GRAZIANI, Oregon 63200 Sr. 
dt SKIP HICKS, UCLA 60215 wt 
dn DELON WASHINGTON, USC §-11/190._—_ Jt 
DEFENSE DEFENSE DEFENSE 
E__ MARK SCHMIDT, Oregon 69296 Sr E__TONYHUOT, Oregon State 64261 St 
DARRELL RUSSELL, USC 6.400 J. ‘T__MATTKENELEY, USC. 65285 Si. 
T__JOESALAVE, fizona ——~64276——St,_-« T__BRANDONWHITING, Caliomia @-080 Jr 
E 64255 Sc E__ CARLHANSEN, Stanford 65265 ue 
LB JASON. CHORAK, Washington 64/250 J._-««(LB__ JAMES DARLING, Washinglon Stale 61/245 Si. 
LB INKALEAGA, Washington 62205 §._ LB SCOTTVONDERAHE, zona Sl. 6.0247 Ji 
LB CHRIS DRAFT, Stanford 6.1220 Jt «LB DERRICK BARNES, Oregon __—6-1/252_St. 
CB KENNYWHEATON, Oregon Saito dz_-«OB._KELLYMALVEAUX, Arizona BA/76_— 
Aeal GB_DAYLON NeCUTOHEON, USO.“ S175: Soph. CB_MARCWLLIAVS, Cram Slo _59165__—_J 
s_) 6.0/192 Soph. $_BRIANKELLY, USC 6190 
Tse s 60202 Sr -§___ DUANE STEWART, Washington St. 6-208 Jr 
NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR SPELT 
: ; K__RYANLONGWELL, Calfomia 60/180 __Sx_-«K_ROBERTNYCZ,Arizona Slate S-1i/194__ Je. 
OFFENSE: beltha O'Neal RB, Galfornla P__ CHRIS SAILER, UCLA 510188 Soph, P__ MATT PEYTON, Arizona. ees St 
Pere Ns teoe ety Sea esee) KR__DAMON DUNN, Stanford 510178 Jz --«KR_ PAUL GUIDRY, UCLA SA0175 Si. 


return men, but the coverage teams have 
been erratic. Kicker John Wales and punter 
Geoff Prince are average. 

Key to success: There's enough skill-po- 
sition talent to go a long way, but both lines 
have to mature quickly for the Huskies to 
navigate a difficult schedule. 

Outlook: Jim Lambright did an excellent 
job of keeping the Huskies focused and 
stable during their two years on probation. 
‘The talent level isn’t where it was when the 
school shared part of the national title in 
1991, but it’s good enough to be a Pac- 
10/bowl contender in "96. 


HUSKIES DATA 


Coach: Jim Lambright (21-12-1, 3 years). 

1995 record: 7-4-1 (lost to lowa in Sun Bow). Pac-10: 
6-4-4(Tist. 

Key losses: Eric Battle, OT; Emie Conwell, TE; Deke Devers, 
DE; Scott Greenlaw, CB; Trevor Highfield, 


Starters returning: Offense (3): Fred Coleman, WR, 6-1/0, 
‘J; Dave Janaski, WR, 5-10/180, St; Beni Olson, G,6-4/300, 
Soph; Bob Sapp, G (moved from 7), 6-5/285, Sr; Rashaan 
Shehee, TB, 511/200, Jr Defense (7) Ink Aleaga, ILB, 
6-2/225, Sr; Jason Chorak, OLB, 6-4/250, Jr; Jerry Jensen, 
1LB, 62295, Jr; Ikaika Malloe, OLB, §-11/200, Sr; Tony 
Pantsh, SS, :11/206, Jc; David Richie, NT, 4270, Sr; 
Sole Wig, NT BAZ7 ese) Gate Fh 
9/190, Sr. 
anions Jameron Cleeland, TE, Jr; Tony 
Coats, OT, Soph,; Aaron Dalan, OT, Soph; Reggie Davis, 
‘OLB, Soph. Andre DeSaussure, WR, Soph; John Fiala, LB, 
Sr; Shane Fortney, QB, Jr; Lynn Johnson, GIC, St; Olin 
Kreutz, C (moved from G), Soph. Jerome Pathon, WR, Jr; 
Mike Reed, FB, Soph.; Josh Smith, DT, Soph. Mostafa Sobhi, 
OT, dt; Chad Wolfe, 8, Soph, 

Top newcomers: Nigel Burton, S, Soph. (ransfer/Pacifi); 
Kurth Connell, DT, Fr. (RS); Corey Dillon, TB, Jr. (JC); Alex 


Ward, OL, F.; Curtis Wiliams, TB, Fr. 
92 


Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Shehee (166 att, 
957 yds, 15 TD); Passing: Foriney (10 at, 4comp., ONT, 1 
TD, 105 yds.); Receiving: Janosk (40 rec, 657 yds, 2 TD); 
Tackles: Aleaga (99); Sacks: Jensen, Richie (5). 

Site: Seatle, Stadium; Husky (72,500). 

Last league title won: 1935 (te). 


SCHEDULE 


Sepl. 7—at Arizona State Oct. 26—at Oregon 
Sept. 14—Brigham Young Nov, 2—at Souther California 
Sept. 21—Arizona Nov, $—Oragon State 


Oct. 5—Stanford Nov. 16—San Jose State 
Oct, 12—at Notre Dame Nov, 23—at Washington State 
Oct. 19 -UCLA 


5. STANFORD 


Offensive strengths: The Cardinal may 
be better known for producing passers 
than runners, but they have the league's 
best 1-2 tailback combo in Anthony 
Bookman and Mike Mitchell (a combined 
1,555 yards and 32 catches last season), 
plus fullbacks Greg Comella (nine touch- 
downs) and Adam Salina. Wide receiver 
Brian Manning has an 18-yard average on 
108 career receptions. 

Offensive weaknesses: Just like last 
year, Stanford will start the season without 
an experienced quarterback. It will be ei- 
ther junior Tim Carey or redshirt 
freshman Chad Hutchinson, one of 
Stanford’s many baseball/football stars. 
The line returns guard Brad Badger but 
must replace three veteran starters. 
Defensive strengths: The Cardinal have a 
nice inside-outside linebacking tandem in 
Chris Draft (103 tackles in ’95) and Brian 
Batson (19 career starts). End Carl Hansen 
had eight sacks last season. Michigan 
transfer Jon Ritchie, a former fullback, is 
expected to fill a hole at linebacker. 
Defensive weaknesses: The defense’s 
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main improvement last year was in points 
allowed. But opponents still ran for 184 
yards a game (and 22 touchdowns). The 
secondary will miss corner Kwame Ellis, 
and Hansen was a lonely pass rusher a 
year ago. 

Special teams: Marlon Evans (27.9-yard 
average) and Damon Dunn (28.4) may be 
the best kickoff-return tandem in the na- 
tion, and Bookman is a breakaway threat 
on punts. Four-year kicker Eric Abrams 
will be missed. 

Keys to success: Pretty much the same 
as last year—one of the quarterbacks must 
step up and become a player. The defense 
also has to stop allowing so much yardage. 
Outlook: The shift from Bill Walsh to ca- 
reer assistant Tyrone Willingham led the 
experts to expect little from Stanford last 
year, but Walsh obviously left some talent 
behind and Willingham’s low-key style 
proved effective. Willingham loses the ele- 
ment of surprise after a year on the job, but 
as long as the defense doesn’t regress, 
Stanford will compete nicely and perhaps 
earn another bowl bid. 


CARDINAL DATA 


Coach: Tyrone Wilingham (7-44, 1 year) 
1995 record: 7-4-1 (lost to East Carolina in Liberty Bow). 
Pac-10: 5-3/4, 
Key losses: Eric Abrams, K; Jeff Buckey, OT; Mark 
Butlerild, OB; David Carder, DE; Kwame Elis, CB; LJ. 
Gaynor, C; Mark Harris, WR; Mike Hal 1LB; John Hebert, NT; 
Ryan Waters, G; Jason White, DE, 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Brad Badger, G, 6-4/280, 
Sr, Anthony Bookman, RB, §-9/180, Jr; Greg Clark, TE, 

; Brian Manning, WR, 6-0180, Sc; Nathan Parks, 
T,6-6/903, Sc; Adam Salina, FB, 6-3/250, Sr, Defense (7): 
Brian Batson, OLB, 6-422 


Leroy Pruitt, CB, §-9/170, Sr; Pete Swanson, T, 6-5°305, Sr 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


These publications are the season 
ticket to your favorite college team 


Now you can follow your favorite 


college team no matter where 


you live. Every publication listed 


provides player features, game 
recaps, opponent previews, 
recruiting updates and much, 
much more. Get your season 
ticket delivered to your door. 
Order your subscription today! 


01. ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 
10 magazines, 14 newsletters, $35 
02. ARIZONA- Cat Tracks 33 issues, $49 


03. ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 19 issues, $44.90 


04, AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
10 magazines, 11 newsletters, $30 


05. BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12 issues, $34.95 
06. BYU- Cougar Sports Magazine 18 issues, $29.95 

07. CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 20 issues, $32.95 
08. CENTRAL FLORIDA Into the Knights 11 issues, $20 
09. COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, $35.95 
10. CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, $32.50 


11. DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, $31.95 


12. EAST CAROLINA - Pirate’s Chest 20 issues, $25 
13. FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 previews, $47 


14. FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues, $48 


18. INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, $36.95 


19. IOWA- Voice of the Hawkeyes 25 issues, $42.90 
20. IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 25 issues, $38.95 


21, KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 24 issues, $37 

22. KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 24 issues, $37 
23. KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause 35 issues, $47.50 
24. LSU-Tiger Rag 34 issues, 2 previews, $48. 

25. LOUISVILLE - The Scorecard 32 issues, $39.95 
26. MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues, $39.95 
27. MIAMI- Cane Sport 21 issues, $34 

28. MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 25 issues, $39.95 


ISFESSASSSASHSESSASSSISKESSSSB 


). MICHIGAN STATE - The Spartan 18 issues, $32.95 

). MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 

. MISSISSIPPI STATE - Dawgs Bite 38 issues, $30 

. MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 24 issues, $37 
NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 17 issues, $42.90 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 40 issues, $39.95 
NORTH CAROLINA ST. - The Wolfpacker 18 issues, $29.95 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold 20 issues, $37.95 

OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 30 issues, $45 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 17 issues, $42.90 
OKLAHOMA STATE - 0 State Sports Report 16 issues, $34.90 
OREGON - Fighting Ducks Review 32 issues, $59.95 
PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 28 issues, $42 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 26 issues, $35.95 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 38 issues, $32 
SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 24 issues, $40 

TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 issues, $39.95 
TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides, $29.97 
TEXAS - Hors Illustrated 20 issues, $37.95 

TEXAS A&M - Aggies Illustrated 17 issues, $42.90 

TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 16 issues, $34.90 
UCLA-UCLA Scorecard 18 issues, $43.95 

USC-USC Report 18 issues, $43.95 

. VIRGINIA - Cavalier Comer 12 issues, $24.95 

. VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 33 issues, $34.95 

. WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 16 issues, $24.95 

. WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 17 issues, $34.95 

. WASHINGTON ST. - The Coug 17 issues, $34.95 

. WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues, $32.95 


CALL NOW 800-276-8401 


Name: 


Amount Enclosed: $ 
Check O MasterCard O Visa 


Address:| | 


City: i 


State: Zip: 


Phone: 


Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P.O. Box 692, Holmes, PA 19043-0692 


Eel Swinton, SS, 61185, Sr. Kickers (1): Kevin Miller, P, 
6-0/195, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Tim Carey, 0B, J; Greg Comelia, FB, 
Jc; Damon Dunn, WRIKR, Soph (RS); Marion Evans, WR, 
Sr; don Haskins, LB, Jc; Corey Hil, CB, J; Chad Hutchinson, 
(8, Soph. Andre Kiwan, WR, Sr; Andrew Kroeker, G, Jr; 
‘Matt Motherway, G, Soph.; Mike Mitchell, RB, Sr.; Nicodemus 
Watts, OLB, St; Geoff Wison, OT, Jc; Kailee Wong, DE, Je; 
Charles Young, FS, Sr. 

‘Top newcomers: Sam Benn, DL, Fr; Stave Coughlin, TE, Fr; 
Willie Howard, DL, Fr,; Se eee Rall Johnson, 


Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Bookman (181 at, 
872 yds,, 87D); Passing: Carey (4 at, 3 comp.,O INT, OTD, 
12d); Receiving: Manning (40 rec, 616 yds, 37D); 

8). 


Site: Palo Alto, Calf. Stadium: Stanford (85,500). 
Last league title won: 1992 (ta). 

SCHEDULE 
Sept.7—Uiah Oct. 26—Arizona State 
Sept. 14—San Jose State Nov, 2—at UCLA 
Sepl.21—at Wisconsin Nov. $—Southern Calfomia 
Oct. at Washington Nov. 16—Washington State 
Oct. 12-Oregon Nov, 23~at Calflora 
Oct, 19a Oregon State 


6. ARIZONA 


Offensive strengths: A healthy Richard 
Dice leads a crew of seven returning 
starters, The wide receiver (101 career re- 
ceptions) missed five games after tearing 
the ACL in his left knee but played in the 
season finale before having surgery. A 
classic big-play man, Dice and Rodney 
Williams (46 receptions) give the Wildcats 
dual exhaust, 

Offensive weaknesses: The line returns 
intact, but it’s a line that led the Pac-10 in 
sacks allowed (34). There's also no 
standout running back from a team that 
ranked last in the Pac-10 on the ground 
(104 yards per game, 2.7 per attempt, only 
seven TDs). 

Defensive strengths: As usual, Arizona 
has an energetic overachiever on the line in 

Joe Salave’a, heir to the Wildcats’ Rob 
Waldrop-Tedy Bruschi legacy. Cornerbacks 
Kelly Malveaux and Rashee Johnson were 
the reason for last year’s big improvement 
in pass coverage. 

Defensive weaknesses: As usual, Arizona 
lacks size in the front seven, which has 
proved troublesome against physical teams 
and in November. There's also a lack of ex- 
perience at linebacker, 

Special teams: Perhaps the best in the 
conference. Punter Matt Peyton's rugby- 
style kicks with either foot (40.6-yard av- 
erage) made punting worth watching last 
season. Pac-10 special teams player of the 
year Armon Williams returns, and Dice 
(13.3) will return punts if healthy. 

Keys to success: The most important re- 
cruit may be 64-year-old Homer Smith, the 
new offensive coordinator. The former 
UCLA and Alabama assistant is well-re- 
garded for his teaching and for his ability 
to turn modest quarterbacks into big win- 
ners. Junior Brady Batten and redshirt 
freshman Keith Smith will compete for the 
job, and both are more mobile than the de- 
parted Dan White. 

Outlook: Dick Tomey and basketball 
coach Lute Olson both win, both have 
white hair—and both never fully satisfy 

Wildcats fans. Tomey has won almost 60 
percent of his games at Arizona, but he 
‘hasn't been consistent or found the way to 


‘Senior Paul Guidry will team with his brother, 
Javelin, to give UCLA a solid cornerback crew. 


Pasadena. The Wildcats will be improved, 

but with games at Washington, USC and 

Oregon, it may be difficult to tell. 
WILDCATS DATA 

Coach: Dick Tomey (60-40-4, 9 years; 123-86-7 overall, 19 


years). 

1995 record: 6-5, Pac-10: 4-4/TSth, 

Key losses: Tedy Bruschi, DE; Charlie Camp, ILB; Chuck 
‘Osbome, DT; Mani Ott, G; Brandon Sanders, SS: Cary Taylor, 
WR; Dan White, QB, 


): Richard Dice, WR, 6-2/216, 
‘McCutcheon, T, 


Kall cB, 
5.9176, Jc; doe Salave'a, 7, 6-4/276, Sr; Jimmy Soro, 
DE/OLB, 62235, Jc; Van Tuinel, , 6-4/285, Sr. Kickers (2): 
Mark McDonald, K, 61/183, Soph.; Matt Peyton P, 6-184, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Brady Baten, QB, J; Daniel Greer, 
DT, Soph; Ron Holmes, WR, Soph.; Cai McCray, DT, St; 
Mike Metzler, TE, Sr; Mikal Smith, $S, Soph; Mike Szauko, 
1LB, Jc; Tevete Usu, G, Sx; Wille Waker, OT, Sr; Armon 
Wiliams, OLB, J; Rodney Wiliams, WR, J 

‘Top newcomers: Leon Callen, RB, Fr; Ortege Jenkins, QB, 
Fr. doe Johnson, WR, Jt. (NC); Jeremy McDaniel, WR, J. 
(0G); Yuset Soot, G, Fr, (RS); Keith Smith, OB, Fr. (RS); 
Chima Ugwu, DT, Soph. (ransferJC). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Taylor (177 att., 714 
yds., 27D); Passing: Batten (60 att, 26 comp, 3 7Ds,2 INT, 
362 yards); Recelving: Wiliams (48 re., 587 yds, 4 TD); 


Califomia 


Offensive strengths: Quarterback Cade 
McNown had raw and ripe moments last 
season as a true freshman, The lefthander’s 
best talents are footwork and tenacity. Wide 
receivers Derek Ayers and Jim McElroy 
give the passing game a head start. 

Offensive weaknesses: Skip Hicks is 
slated to replace Karim Abdul-Jabbar at 
tailback, but he has had injuries to both 
knees and hasn't shown he's a gamer. The 
line returns just one starter and will de- 


94 The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


pend on some young players making imme- 
diate contributions. UCLA hasn't had a dom- 
inating tight end or fullback since the 1980s. 
Defensive strengths: UCLA shifted to a 
43 out of necessity last year. The defense 
will be more varied this season (look for 
some five-back sets), and its best players, 
Abdul McCullough and Phillip Ward, will 
return to their best positions, strong safety 
and outside linebacker, respectively. The 
Guidry brothers, Paul and Javelin, will 
start at cornerback. 
Defensive weaknesses: The lack of a 
consistent pass rush hurt the Bruins last 
year (opponents averaged 247 passing 
yards a game), and the personnel is largely 
unchanged. The line, led by Travis 
Kirschke, is on the small side. 
Special teams: It’s a mixed bag. Paul 
Guidry averaged 15.1 yards on punt re- 
turns and McElroy 24.8 yards on kickoffs, 
but the coverage teams were soft, Punter 
Chris Sailer averaged 42.3 yards. The 
Bruins are still waiting for Bjorn Merten 
(22-0f-38 in field-goal attempts the past two 
seasons) to return to his 1993 All-American 
form (21-0f-26). 
Keys to success: Hicks has to stay healthy 
or redshirt freshman Ryan Roques must 
step up in place of Abdul-Jabbar. Defensively, 
the Bruins have to be more consistent. 
Outlook: Jim Harrick, meet Bob Toledo. 
Eight years ago, UCLA went for a low-pro- 
file local guy in basketball and eventually 
won a national title, and it is intent on 
doing likewise in football. Replacing Terry 
Donahue isn't like succeeding John 
Wooden, but it won't be as easy as some 
Bruins fans think. Especially this year, with 
road games at Tennessee, Michigan, 
Oregon, Washington and Arizona. 

BRUINS DATA 


Coach: Bob Toledo (fist year; 27-36 overall 6 yeas). 
{295 record (ot tesa in AaB} Pa 


Key! [sees Kai Austr TB) Tommy Bennett, OLB; 
‘James Christensen, G; Mike Flanagan, C; Kevin Jordan, WR 
George Kase, NG; Teddy Lawrence, CB; Ted Nwoke, SS 
Jonathan Ogden, OT; Brian Richards, TE; Mike Rohm 
Grady Siretz, DL. 
Starters returning: Otfense (5): Cheyane Caldwell, FB, 
6-1/231, Soph; Mike Grieb, TE, 6-3, 240, Soph. Cade 
MeNown, QB, 6:1/207, Soph,; Chad Overhauser, G, 65/290, 
‘J; Erie Scot, WR, 6-0/178, J. Defense (6): Paul Guidry, CB, 
5-10/175, St; Danjuan Magee, E, 6-1/245, ur; Abdul 
McCullough, SS (moved from OLB), 6-0/202, Sr; Philip Ward, 
‘OLB (moved from DE), 6-2/226, Sr; Shaun Wiliams, FS, 
6-1/202, Jr; Brian Wilmer, MLB, 6-2/240, Jt. Kickers (2): 
Brn Manion Kit 02, Oris Sale, 5-108 Soph 
returnees: Derek Ayars, WR, St. Jamal Clark, TE, 
Sts Sanhery Cae 6, SrJveln Guy, CB; Sp Hass, 
TB, i. (RSKnee); Rarnog| Hua, OLB, Soph, Trav 
Kirschke, DT, Sr 
os rele eS) Sophy 09) Ma 


Nevadomsky, DE, Sr; 
Soph; Vae Tata, DE, J 
Top newcomers: Damien Allen, DB, Fr; Dan Cott, OT, Jt. 
(WC); Gabe Crecion, TE, Fr. Kris Faris, OT, Fr (RS); Durell 
Price, RB, Fr; Ryan Rogues, TB, Fr, (RS); Damon Smith, DT, 
Soph; Rosco Zamano, ILB, Fr. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McNown (7 at, 
31t yds., 9 TD); Passing: McNown (245 at, 122 comp., 8 
INT, 77D, 1,698 yds.); Receiving: Ayers (23 rec, 310 yds., 1 
TD); Tackles: McCullough (100); Sacks: McCullough (2). 
Site: Los Angeles. Stadium: Rose Bowi (100,089), 

Last league tile won: 1993 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
Sepl. 7—at Tennessee Oct 26—at California 
‘Sept. 14—Northeast Louisiana Nov. 2—Stanford 
Sep. 28a Michigan Nov. 8 Washington State 
Oct. 5—at Oregon Nov. 16—at Arizona 
(Oct. 12-—Arizona State Nov, 23~Southem Caltonia 
Oct. 19—at Washington 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


igth: yet another ver- 
sion of the West Coast offense, former Cal 
aide Steve Mariucci brings one with him 
from the Green Bay Packers. He didn’t 
bring Brett Favre with him, but quarter- 
back Pat Barnes, tight end Tony Gonzalez 
and receivers Na’il Benjamin (111 career 
catches) and Bobby Shaw (38 catches, 6 
touchdowns last season) aren't bad. 
Offensive weaknesses: Although Tarik 
Smith has some flash, the Bears don't have 
a prototype back or the kind of depth the 
West Coast offense needs. True freshman 
Deltha O'Neal will be given every opportu- 
nity to play right away. Tackle Tarik Glenn 
(66, 345) will be asked to show he has pro 
potential in addition to pro size. 
Defensive strengths: Former coach Keith 
Gilbertson’s blitzkrieg philosophy has 
been dumped in favor of a basic alignment 
run by former 49ers assistant Tom 
Holmoe. Fundamentals are in. Last year’s 
Cal defense set a record for tackles for 
losses but allowed almost 200 yards per 
game rushing. Linemen Andy Jacobs and 
Brandon Whiting are solid. 

* Defensive weaknesses: You don't lose 
first-round NFL draft picks like Duane 
Clemons and Regan Upshaw and not feel 
it. There’s an absence of experience almost 
everywhere, especially at linebacker. 
There were only four seniors on the two- 
deep last spring. 

Special teams: The Bears were funda- 
mentally bereft a year ago, ranking last in 
the league in net punting, kick returns and 
kickoff coverage. Mariucci once coached 
special teams, so that should help. 
Benjamin owns a 9.3-yard career punt re- 
turn average. Ryan Longwell is a good two- 
way kicker. 

Keys to success: Patience and optimism 
come immediately to mind. The program 
had grown so negative and paranoid under 


Gilbertson, who blamed outside distrac- 
tions for the team’s woes in recent years. 
Fortunately for Mariucci, he inherits a nice 
nucleus of offensive talent. 
Outlook: Cal’s spring prospectus states 
that Mariucci will bring a merger of the best 
talents of Bill Walsh and Vince Lombardi 
with him to Berkeley. Most Bears fans will 
settle for Mariucci being a little better than 
Gilbertson, at least in year one. 

BEARS DATA 
Coach: Stave Mariuec (frst year). 
1995 record: 3-8. Pac-10: 267T8th, 
Key losses: Je'Rod Cherry, DB: Duane Clemons, DE (de- 
‘dared for NFL draft}; Dante DePaola, S; Maurice Johnson, 
LB; Ben Lynch, C; Reynard Rutherford, TB; James Stallworth, 
LB; Regan Upshaw, DE (declared for NFL drafi). 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Pat Bares, QB, 64/210, 
Sr; Nail Benjamin, WR, 5-11/185, Sr; Tarik Glenn, T, -6/345, 


Sr; Johnny Tavake, FB, 6-0/235, Sr. Defense (5): Kevin 
Devine, CB, 5-11/175, St; Andy Jacobs, E, 6-4/256, St; Brent 
Jones, T, 63/280, St; Marlon McWilson, SS (moved from LB), 
6-2/215, Je; Brandon Whiting, T, 63/280, Jr. Kickers (1): 
Ryan Longwell, KIP, 6-0/180, Sr. 


Other key returnees: Caleb Brown, GIC, Soph. (RSwrist); 
Sean Bula, TE, Sr; Evan Colins, DE, Sr; Demeane 
Dougias, WR, Soph; Chris Easley, DT, Jc; Justin Flagg, LB, 
Soph; Derick Gardner, CB, Soph; Rasheed Hibler, LB, Jc; 
‘Andre Rhodes, LB, J; George Roberts, DT, Jt; Marquis 
Smith, S, Soph; Tark Smith, TB, Je; Josh Trowbridge, OLB, 
‘Soph; Kevin Swi, DE, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Matt Beck, LB, Fr (RS); Jeny Deloach, 
DE, Fr, (RS); Pete DeStefano, FS, Fr. (RS); Justin Oakes, LB, 
Fr. (BS); Dattha O'Neal, RB, Fr; Sekou Sanyika, OLB, Fr. 
(RS); Kato Serranga, CB, J. (vanslerPaciic) 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Smith (74 att, 991 
yds., 2D); Passing: Bames (362 alt, 197 comp, 11 INT, 17 
TD, 2.685 yds; Receiving: Benjamin (62 rec, 595 yds. 5 
TD); Tackles: McWison (63); Sacks: Jacobs (4. 

Site: Berkeley, Calf. Stadium: Memorial (75,200). 

Last league tite won: 1875. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at San Jose State Oct. 26—UCLA 
Sept. 14-San Diego State Nov. 2—Avizona 
Sepl. 21—Nevada Noy. ¢—at Arizona State 
Sept. 28—Oregon State Nov. 16—at Oregon 


Oct. 5—at Southem Califomia Nov. 23—Stanford 
Oct. 19—at Washington State 
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California’s Andy Jacobs had four sacks last year but will be counted on for more this season. 
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The (desert) heat will 
focus on ASU’s Plummer 


Jake Plummer has everything a | 
quarterback could want on his college 
resume: a great efficiency rating, 28 
consecutive starts with a full season to 
go, and an envious touchdown-to-inter- 
ception ratio. 

Everything except team success. In 
those 28 starts, Arizona State is 13-15. 


appoint 

The only constant 
has been Plummer, 
who has thrown for JY hl 
6,051 yards, 41 touch- 
downs and 25 inter- 
ceptions. Last season, he was named 
the Pac-10's first-team quarterback de- 
spite the Sun Devils’ 6-5 record. 

“T could have gone to other schools 
and probably been to a bowl game,” 
says Plummer, a 6-2 senior from Boise, 
Idaho. “But I probably wouldn’t have 
been a three-year starter and received 
the experience I have. Playing at this 
level for four years has definitely made 
me a better quarterback.” 

Plummer doesn’t do one thing ex- 
ceptionally well, but he does most 
things very well. He has a strong, accu- 
rate arm, can throw on the run and 
earned his nickname, “Snake,” 
through his uncanny ability to avoid 
pass rushers. 

The difference between Plummer 
then and Plummer now is patience. He 
is less likely to scramble and more 
likely to step up in the pocket to find the 
open receiver. He also has improved his 
foot and hip mechanics. The type of of 
fense ASU runs also helps. 

- “It’s helped to play in a pro-style of 
fense because I've had to learn a lot 


alot of pride in a high completion 

Poise and leadership have been 
Plummer attributes from the begin- 
ning, no more so than during the 
second half of last season. 

After a 3-8 record in 1994, ASU 
began "95 with three losses. But over 
the least six games, Plummer and the 
offense averaged 32.5 points a game, 
won four times and lost the other two 
‘games by a total of five points. In those 
four victories, Plummer completed 68 
percent of his passes. He did not throw 
a fourth-quarter interception all season. 
‘That turnaround has many observers 
believing the Sun Devils will be in the 
hunt for the Pac-10 title. Plummer, of 
course, Will have to bethe leader. 

—BOB KEISSER 
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9. WASHINGTON STATE 


Offensive strengths: Sophomore quar- 
terback Ryan Leaf played well late last 
season (one interception in 97 attempts), 
and Chad Carpenter and Bryant Thomas 
head a large group of quick receivers. 
The Cougars, potentially, could have 
their best passing game since the Drew 
Bledsoe era. 
Offensive weaknesses: Frank Madu is 
gone at running back, and there’s no one 
on the roster who looks capable of re- 
placing his 870 yards. The top returnee, 
Miguel Meriwether, had 146. Highly touted 
JC transfer Michael Black may be the man. 
There’s also a lack of experience on the 
line and at fullback and tight end. Look for 
Washington State to use a lot of multiple- 
wide receiver sets. 
Defensive strengths: Linebacker James 
Darling (13 tackles for loss) is one of the 
Pac-10's best defensive players. The 
Cougars’ tradition of good, deep secon- 
daries continues as three starters return 
along with 1994 starter Ray Jackson and 
Nebraska transfer Tray Crayton. 
Defensive weaknesses: The loss of 
Dwayne Sanders, Darryl Jones and 
Chris Hayes will take some of the shine 
off the Cougars’ impressive run defense 
of the past few years. That trio com- 
bined for 23 tackles for loss in ’95. Two 
sophomores will man the tackle spots. 
Coaches are high on end Dorian Boose, 
aJC transfer. 
Special teams: The Cougars will miss 
punter George Martin (43.2 yards) and 
punt returner Jay Dumas. Kicker Tony 
‘Truant didn’t show much leg a year ago on 
field goals. The special teams have a bad 
habit of inconsistent play. 
Keys to success: If Leaf plays as well as 
he did at the end of last season, the 
Cougars could be one of the Pac-10’s sur- 
prise teams. But the losses along the de- 
fensive line are major. 
Outlook: The Cougars always are a 
hard team to project. Except for 
Southern California, Mike Price’s teams 
have been competitive against everyone 
in the Pac-10 and get their share of 
quality upsets and surprise bowl invita- 
tions. There is enough returning talent 
in the passing game to make the 
Cougars dangerous in "96. 
COUGARS DATA 

Coach: Mike Price (38-41, 8 years; B4-85 overall, 16 years). 
1995 record: 3-8, Pac-10:2-8/TBth. 
Key losses: Jay Dumas, WR; Chris Hayes, LB; Darry\ Jones, 
OT; Frank Madu, RB; George Martin, P; Marc AC 
Eric Moore, TE; Dwayne Sanders, DE; John Scukanec, OT; 
Brian Walker, CB. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Chad Carpenter, SE, 6 
0/491, St; Ryan Leaf, QB, 6-5/228, Soph; Jason McEndoo, 
G, 6-8/297, Jr; Scott Sanderson, T, 6-7/282, St. Bryant 
Thomas, WR, 6-1/202, J; Cory Withrow, C, 6-4/260, J. 
Defense (7): James Dating, LB, 6-1/245, Sr; Shane Doyle, 
E, 69/240, Jt; Derek Henderson, FS, 6-0/200, Sr; Shad 
Hinchen, GB, 5-11/177, St. Gary Holmes, T,6-7/310, Soph.; 
Johnny Nansen, LB, 6-0/222, Sr.; Duane Stewart, SS, 6- 

,, 9208, Jt. Kickers (1): Tony Truant, K, 5-8/180, Sr. 

~ Other key returnees: Zach Edwards, OT, Jr. (AS); Ray 
Jackson, SICB, Jr. (RS); David Knuff, TE, Sr.; Ryan McShane, 
OT, Jr; Shawn MeWashington, WR, Jr.; Miguel Meriwether, 
TB, Soph,; Brandon Moore, LB, J; Delmar Morais, DT, Soph.; 
‘Adesola Moronkola, CB, Soph.; Mike Sage, G, Soph.; Shawn 
Tims, WA, Jr. 


‘Top newcomers: Jeff Banks, P, Jr. (JC);Steve Bimbaum, 
8, Fr. (RS); Michael Black, RB, Jr, (IC); Dorian Boose, DE, 
de. (JC); Bryan Chiu, C/G, Sr. (transter/Pacitic); Tray 
Crayton, CB, Soph, (transfer/Nebraska); Chris Jackson, WR, 
Jt. (JC); Love Jefferson, TE, Jr. (transier/Pacific); Kevin 
McKenzie, WR, Je. (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Meriwether (30 att, 
146 yds., 2 TD); Passing: 
TD, 654 yds ); Receiving: Carpenter (32 rec., 415 yds., 2 
TD); Tackles: Dariing (83); Sacks: Darling (1.5). 
Site: Pullman, Wash. Stadium: Martin (40,000). 
Last league title won: 1930. 

SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at Colorado Oct. 19Calfornia 
‘Sept. 7—at Temple. ‘Oct. 26—at Southern California 
Sept. 21—Oregon Nov. S—at UCLA 
Sept. 28—San Jose State Nov. 16—at Stanford. 
‘Oct. 5—at Arizona, Nov. 23—Washington, 
Oct. 12—at Oregon State 


10. OREGON STATE 


Offensive strengths: Quarterbacks Tim 
Alexander, Don Shanklin and Rahim 
Muhammad have starting experience. The 
job is Alexander's to lose, but whoever 
plays will have to improve as a passer. The 
wishbone attack has been replaced by an 
option attack with more passing. It will be 
directed by former Cal offensive coordi- 
nator Denny Schuler. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Beavers 
had no threat at running back a year ago 
and also fumbled 39 times, and the run- 
ning backs again are questionable. 
Halfback Shayzar Hawkins is coming off a 
foot injury and transfer fullback Akili 
King, who gained 883 yards as a sopho- 
more at Army, is injury-prone. At receiver, 
the returning players have made a total of 
six career catches. 
Defensive strengths: The offense was 
supposed to rattle opponents, but it was the 
five-back defense that really bothered 
teams. The secondary, led by Marc 
Williams, is exceptionally deep. 
Defensive weaknesses: Tackle Tom 
Holmes and linebacker Kane Rogers, 
two of Oregon State’s top three tacklers 
last year, are gone. Depth at linebacker 
and an overall lack of experience are 
major concerns. 
Special teams: A lot of games were 
lost here. The Beavers were poor 
everywhere on special teams, from 
their 37.5-yard net punting average to 
kicker Randy Lund going 5-of-14 on 
field-goal attempts of 30 yards or 
longer. JC All-American Matt Bryant 
gets a shot at the kicking job. 3 
Keys to success: Staying optimistic will 
be important. Even for a program as fa- 
miliar with losing as Oregon State, last 
year's 1-10 mark was unexpected. The 
gains of Jerry Pettibone’s first four years 
are in danger of being lost if the Beavers 
take the path well-traveled. 
Outlook: Six of the 10 losses were by 10 
points or less, but danger signs exist. The 
offense is being changed from the wish- 
bone to the option despite a seeming lack 
of personnel to make it work. Defensive 
coordinator Rocky Long is gone, and the 
"96 recruiting class was JC heavy. Seems 
like old times. 

BEAVERS DATA 


Coach: Jerry Pettibone (11-42-1, 5 years; 44-74-2 overal, 11 


years). 
1995 record: 1-10. Pac-10: -8/t0th. 
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‘OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 


Free safety Armon Hatcher is a key performer 
in Oregon State's five-defensive back scheme. 


Key losses: Darin Borer, G; Tim Camp, OF; Chris Gross, 
WR; Tom Holmes, DT; Ahmani Johnson, OLB; David Kiepke, 
DE; Phil Lafler, OT; Mark Offord, RB; Cameron Reynolds, RB; 
JD, Stewart, FB; Reggie Tongue, FS. 

Offense (4); Jamie Critchlow, C, 62/276, 
‘Sr; Lany Ramirez, T, 6284, Soph,; Don Shankiin, 0B, 5 
41/195, Sr; Brad Thompson, G, 6-2324, Sr, Defense (7): 
Inoke Breckterield, T, 5-11/264, Soph; Lary Bumpus, SS, 6- 
1/196, Jr Armon Hatcher, FS, 6-0/202, Soph; Andras 
Holland, CB, §-10/174, Soph,; Tony Huot, E,6-4/259, Sr; 
Brian Rogers, 1LB, 63/247, Soph.; Marc Willams, ROV, 5- 
9/168, Sr, Kickers (2): Randy Lund, K, 6-0/186, Jr; Doug 
‘Stoke, P,6-0/196, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Tim Alexander, QB, Soph; Buster 
Eiahee, FS, Jr (RS); Grant Forman, OT, Sr; Syivester Green, 
WR, St; Charles Hatcher, G, Jc; Shayear Hawkins, RB, Sr, 
(PSinjuy); , DE, St Bryan Jones, FS, Soph; 
Darron Kirkman, FB, Sr; Joe Kuykendal, TE, Soph, Bryan 
Ludwvios,ILB, Sr; Nathan Mose, ILB, Je; Rh 
Muhammad, QB, Se; Jarrod Owens, 
Wiliams, RB, Soph. 

‘Top newcomers: Kyle Bidgood, OT, Jt. (JC); Jamil 
Braithwaite, LB, Jr. (JC); David Brim, DE, Fr. (RS); M 
Bryant, K, st (JC); Darol Camp, DT, Fr. (RS); Cobbe Davis, 
WA, Fr. (RS); Mat Davis, RB, Fr. (RS); Aki King, TB, Sr 
(transfer/Army); Tony Marshall, OT, Jr. (JC); Bob Mekane, 
DE, Soph, (JC); Micah Moore, FB, Fr. (RS); Freddie Perez, 
OT, Jr. (JC); Joe Robertson, WR, Soph. (JC); Sione Tupou, 
DE, Jr (JC). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Alexander (109 att, 
439 yds, 31D); Passing: Alexander (76 at, 25 comp,, 4 INT, 
TD, 400 yds); Receiving: Green (4 tec. 57 yds., OTD); 
‘Tackles: M. Wiliams (71); Sacks: M, Wiliams (5). 

Site: Corvalis, Ore, Stadium: Parker (35,362). 

Last league title won: 1964. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Sept. 7—Montana (Oct, 26—at Arizona 
‘Sept. 14—at Southern California Nov. 2—Arizona State 
Sept. 21—at Baylor Nov. $—at Washington 
‘Sept. 28—at California Nov. 45Northern Ilinois 
Oct. 12—Washington State Nov. 2-Oregon 
(Oct. 13 Stanford 


Bob Keisser is a sports writer with the 
Long Beach (Calif.) Press Telegram. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Ascending: Arizona State. It had better 
ascend; otherwise the school’s five-year 
commitment to Bruce Snyder will have 
been for naught. After being cut short in 
scholarship numbers, the Sun Devils are 
flush again and seem poised for a return 
to the first division of the conference and 
their first bowl since 1987. 

Descending: UCLA. Terry Donahue’s 
20-year tenure as coach was marked by 
record success in virtually every respect: 
98 conference wins, eight bowl victories 
and a winning record against USC. But 
the program has been in a bit of a slide in 
the ’90s, and Bob Toledo was a strange 
choice as Donahue's replacement. 
Nightmare schedule: UCLA. Toledo, 
whose previous Division I-A experience 
was at Pacific (14-30 from 1979-82), will 
get a quick baptism as the Bruins’ coach 
with road games at Tennessee and 
Michigan in the first three weeks and 
games at Oregon, Washington and 
Arizona in league play. 

Dream schedule: Arizona State. The 
Sun Devils open the season with five con- 
secutive home games and leave the state 
only three times. Granted, one of those 
home games is against Nebraska, but the 
other non-league home games are against 
North Texas and Division LA newcomer 
Boise State. Their toughest league 
games—Washington, Oregon and USC— 
are at home. 

Best matchup of the year: UCLA’s 
games at Tennessee and Michigan have 
appeal, but USC vs. Notre Dame has tra- 
dition. The Irish’s 13-year unbeaten 
streak against the Men of Troy adds even 
more luster to the November 30 game. 
Worst matchup of the year: San Jose 
State appears on conference schedules 
four times, but the UCLA-Northeast 
Louisiana game on September 14 will ex- 
cite few people. 

Bowl bound: USC, Arizona State, 
Oregon and Washington are cinches. 
Stanford, Arizona, UCLA and Washington 
State will straddle the six-win bubble. 
Biggest shoes to fill: USC receiver 
Keyshawn Johnson's. He wasn’t the No. 1 
pick in the NFL draft for nothing. Chris 
Miller and Larry Parker will find it impos- 
sible to make Trojans fans forget the ac- 
robatic and clutch pass-catching talents of 
Johnson, who set a Pac-10 record for re- 
ceptions in a season (102) last year. 

Most overrated player: USC tailback 
Delon Washington. He had five 100-yard 
games as a sophomore last year, but 
Trojans coaches think a few other backs 
on the roster are better suited to the USC 
running-back image. 

Most underrated player: Arizona State 
wide receiver Keith Poole. In a confer- 
ence that always seems flush with good 
receivers, this guy doesn’t get nearly as 
much acclaim as he should. 

Best coach: USC’s John Robinson. 
Robinson may not be quite as good as he 
was, but he still gets the job done, espe- 
cially when recruiting. Oregon’s Mike 


ALBERT DIGKBON/ THE SPORITNG NEWS, 


Delon Washington had a good season last year 
but isn't particularly a favorite of USC coaches. 


Top recruit in parentheses 


1. USC (OL Travis Claridge). iRwas anaherstong 
year for the Trojans, who wound up in most re 
‘cnuling Top 10s. = | 


A 


Bellotti deserves mention. He is consid- 
ered one of the best young coaches in the 
country. 

Best staff: It’s a tossup between USC, on 
the strength of Mike Riley’s offensive 
ability, and Arizona, where Dick Tomey 
has. very deep staff. 

Coach on the hot seat; Arizona State's 
Bruce Snyder. You could make a case for 
UCLA's Toledo, Arizona’s Tomey and 
Oregon State’s Jerry Pettibone, but 
Snyder is 21-23 in four years with the Sun 
Devils, including 3-8 in 1994. If he doesn’t 


make a bold step this year, he’s done. 
Best bets: The league race will be close. 
Six teams have won or tied for the Pac-10 
title in the past four years, and different 
schools have gone to the past four Rose 
Bowls. ... Since Washington earned a 
share of the national title in 1991, no con- 
ference team has finished higher than 
10th in the final AP poll. ... A top under- 
classmen will leave the league early for 
the NFL. The Pac-10 leads the nation in 
underclassmen selected in the first round 
of the NFL draft since the practice be- 
came widespread in 1990. Washington’s 
Lawyer Milloy, UCLA’s Karim Abdul- 
Jabbar and Cal’s Regan Upshaw and 
Duane Clemons were the latest Pac-10 
standouts to leave school with a year of 
eligibility left. Upshaw and Clemons were 
firstrounders. 
Odds and ends: Eight of the league's 10 
teams have gone to a bowl since 1990. 
The only ones that haven't: Arizona State 
and Oregon State. ... With Terry Donahue 
in the TV booth with CBS, determining 
the new dean of league coaches depends 
on how you do the scoring. This is John 
Robinson’s 11th year at USC, but it has 
come in seven- and four-year chunks. It's 
Bruce Snyder’s 10th year as a Pac-10 
coach, but the first five were at Cal and 
the next five at ASU. Tomey has the 
longest consecutive streak at one school 
with nine at Arizona. ... Three returning 
receivers have more than 100 career 
catches: Cal’s Na’il Benjamin (111), 
Stanford’s Brian Manning (103) and 
Arizona’s Richard Dice (101). Poole has 
93, and Oregon tight end Josh Wilcox has 
75. ... Oregon signed Bellotti to a five-year 
contract worth $270,000 a year after last 
season, when Bellotti’s name popped up 
on a few shopping lists. ... USC is in some 
probationary hot water again. The latest 
charge: that players were directed, by the 
athletic department, into classes that they 
either did not attend or did not turn in the 
required work but still received an “A” 
grade. Some of the football players en- 
rolled in the class included Keyshawn 
Johnson, Kyle Wachholtz and Leonard 
Green. USC had investigated the report 
internally and found nothing. The school 
was working with Pac-10 and NCAA in- 
vestigators on the second probe. Green, 
by the way, was considering dropping out 
of school because of academic and health 
problems (poor vision). ... Washington 
needs two more home wins for 300 at 
Husky Stadium. Only five other Division 
FA schools have won as many games on 
their current home fields (Georgia Tech, 
Tennessee, USC, Ohio State and 
Michigan). ... Tomey needs one win to be- 
come the winningest coach in Arizona 
history, He is tied with Pop McKale with 
60. ... The league is loaded with two-sport 
stars. Cal tight end Tony Gonzalez is the 
most notable, having played in the past 
two NCAA basketball tournaments. 
—BOB KEISSER 
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1. FLORIDA STATE 


Offensive strengths: Warrick Dunn, the 
only two-time 1,000-yard rusher in Florida 
State history, is among the early favorites 
for the Heisman Trophy. His backup, Rock 
Preston, had nearly 1,000 all-purpose yards 
last season. But the running backs are no 
more impressive than the wide receivers. 
Andre Cooper and E.G. Green, the only 
1,000-yard feceivers in the ACC, combined 
for 25 touchdowns. Redshirt freshman 
Randy Moss, though, may be better than 
both. As if that weren't enough, Dunn 
caught 43 passes last season. 

Offensive weaknesses: Florida State lost 
three first-team All-ACC linemen in tackle 
Jesus Hernandez, guard Lewis Tyre and 
center Clay Shiver. The rebuilt line must 
protect an untested quarterback in junior 
Thad Busby, a first-year starter. 
Defensive strengths: Ends Peter 
Boulware and Reinard Wilson ranked 1-2 
in the ACC in sacks, and tackle Andre 
Wadsworth was second on the team in 
tackles, a rarity for a down lineman. When 
healthy, Daryl Bush is one of the top line- 
backers in the country. 

Defensive weaknesses: Last year, FSU 
didn’t have a first-team AI-ACC defensive 
back for the first time in its four seasons in 
the league. No Seminole had more than 
three interceptions. All four starters re- 
turn, but is that good news? 

Special teams: Punter Sean Liss did not 
arrive in Tallahassee with nearly the fan- 
fare of kicker and fellow senior Scott 


* Bentley, but Liss has been much more con- 


sistent. As for the return game, the 
Seminoles have ran back only one kick for 
a touchdown in the past two years. Dee 
Feaster may take one back this season. 
Key to success: The Seminoles gave up 
537 and 498 yards, respectively, in their 
losses to Florida and Virginia. Notre Dame 
had 425 yards in a 31-26 loss to FSU in the 
Orange Bowl. FSU must prove it can stop 
good teams to win the national title. 
Outlook: It comes down to two games: a 
midseason trip to Miami and a November 
30 home date with Florida. If the 
Seminoles win both, the national title could 
be theirs. 

SEMINOLES DATA 


Coach: Bobby Bowden (186-49-4, 20 years; 259-81-4 overal, 
30 years). 
tte 410-2 (beat Notre Dame in Orange Bow). ACC: 


fey fiaste Sek vonande UT Danny Kanel, QB; Tyrant 
Marion, DE; Todd Rebol, OLB; Orpheus Roye, DT; Clay 
Shiver, C; Lewis Tyre, G. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Chad Bates, G, 6-3/269, St. 
‘Andre Cooper, WR, 6:2/194, Sr; Warrick Dunn, TB, 59/178, 
Sr.; Todd Forgham, T, 65/292, St.; E.G. Green, WR, 5-11/185, 
Jt; Melvin Pearsall, TE, 6-1/242, Jr; Clarence “Pooh Bear” 
Willams, FB, 6-1/286, Jr. Defense (8): Daryi Bush, MLB, 
6-2/230, Jt; Byron Capers, CB, 6-1/194, Jr; Sam Cowart, 
‘OLB (likely o miss season with knee injury), 63/238, Se; 
‘Sean Hamlet, FS, 6-0/218, Sr.; Robert Hammond, SS, 
6-8/185, Jt; Samari Role, OB, 6-1170, Je; Andre Wadsworth, 
NT, 6-4/270, Je; Reinard Wilson, , 6-2/245, Sr. Kickers (2): 
Scott Bently, K,5-11/178, Sc; Sean Liss, P, 6-4/220, Sr. 
Other key retumees: Khalid Abdullah, FB, Soph; Peter 
Boulware, DE; Jt; Thad Busby, OB, Jt; James Coble, CB, Sr; 
‘Vernon Crawiord, OLB, St; Hen Crockett, OLB, Sr; Dee Feaster, 
TBIKRIPR, Soph; Lamont Green, LB, Soph; Deter Jackson, 


Top newcomers: Laveranues Coles, AB, Fc; Vannez Gooch, 


ACC 


Conference Rank: 5 
By DOUG DOUGHTY 


PREDICTIO 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


RB, Fr; Walter Jones, G, ur (RSAIC); Dan Kendra, OB, Fr. 
(RS); Randy Moss, WR, Fr. (RS); Kwaesi Palmer, LB, Fr; 
Theon Raclley, OLB, F. (RS); Corey Simon, DT, Soph. 
(vanslerGeorgia); Lany Smith, DE, Fr. (RS); Peter Warrick, 
WR, Fr. (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Dunn (186 at, 
4,242 yds., 13 TD); Passing: Busby (59 att, 38 comp, 1 INT, 
47D, 571 yds); Recelving: Cooper (71 rec, 1,002 yds., 15 
TD); Tackles: Cowart (115); Sacks: Cowart (10), 

Site: Talahassee, Fia. Stadium: Doak S, Campbell (77,500). 
Last league title won: 1995 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—Duke Nov. 2—at Georgia Tech 
‘Sept. 12-at N.C, State Nov. 9—Wake Forest (at Orlando) 


‘Sept. 28—North Carolina Nov. 16—Southem Miss 


Oct. 5—Ciemson Nov. 23—Maryiand (at Miami) 
(Oct. 2a Miami Nov. 30—Florida 
Oct. 26— Virginia 


UNVERSTIY OF VIRGDUA 


Ronde Barber, who has 12 career interceptions, is 
‘the lone returning starter in the Cavs’ secondary. 
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Offensive strengths: Tailback Tiki 
Barber had an ACC-high 265 carries last 
season, putting to rest any questions about 
his durability, and rushed for a school- 
record 1,397 yards. Germane Crowell, 
with seven touchdown catches in two 
years, has a chance to become a big-time 
receiver. Fullback Darrell Medley and 
tight end Walt Derey are underrated com- 
plementary players. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Cavaliers 
will break in a new quarterback—fifth-year 
senior Tim Sherman or sophomore Aaron 
Brooks—behind a line that returns two 
starters (guard Jeremy Raley and center 
Tom Locklin). Injuries and graduation 
forced Virginia to play one spring scrim- 
mage without a scholarship receiver. 
Defensive strengths: Outside linebackers 
Jamie Sharper and James Farrior combined 
for 217 tackles last year after accumulating 
218 in 1994. They are entering their fourth 
and third years as starters, respectively. 
Todd White and Duane Ashman head an 
improving line. Cornerback Ronde Barber 
(Tiki’s twin), with 12 interceptions in two 
years, is a two-time AILACC selection. 
Defensive weaknesses: Virginia has had 
20 or more interceptions in three consecu- 
tive seasons, but a rebuilt secondary has 
that streak in jeopardy. Anthony 
Poindexter, who spent most of his 
freshman year at linebacker, will be one of 
the safeties. The other could be one of 
seven newcomers expected to get a look. 
Special teams: Virginia had both first- 
team All-ACC kicking specialists last year 
in kicker Rafael Garcia and punter Will 
Brice. Garcia has led the conference in field 
goals the past two seasons, and only 36 of 
131 Brice punts have been returned over 
the same span. Tiki Barber is one of the 
league’s most dangerous punt returners. 
Key to success: Despite having a different 
No. 1 quarterback at the start of every 
season, Virginia has enjoyed considerable 
success in the 1990s. The Cavaliers can 
only hope that the transition is as smooth 
with Sherman or Brooks this season. 
Outlook: The Cavaliers’ fate could be de- 
termined in the last three weeks of the 
season, when they face 1995 bowl teams 
Clemson, North Carolina and Virginia 
Tech. Virginia, the first ACC team to beat 
Florida State, certainly can’t-expect to 
sneak up on the Seminoles on October 26 
in Tallahassee. 

CAVALIERS DATA 
Coach: George Welsh (98-63-3, 14 years; 153-109-4 overall, 
23 years). 
1995 record: 9-4 (beat Georgia in Peach Bow), ACC: 
7AMtst 
Key losses: Tony Agee, DT; Demetrius Allen, WR; Jason 
‘Augustino, OT; Joe Crocker, CB; Peroy Elsworth, S; Mike 
‘Groh, OB; Chris Harrison, OT; Patrick Jefiers, WR; Skeet 
Jones, LB; Paul London, S; John Slocum, G. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (5): Tiki Barber, TB, 5-10/195, 
‘Sr; Walt Derey, TE, 6-5/248, Sr.; Tom Locklin, C, 6-4/282, Sr.; 
>, St; Jeremy Raley, G, 6/270, Sr. 
Defense (6); Duane Ashman, E, 6-4/268, Sr.; Ronde Barber, 
CB, 510/180, Je; James Farrior, LB, 62229, Sr; Jon Harris, 
Jamie Sharper, OLB, 6-3/238, St; Todd White, 
7.62265, Sx Kickers (2): Wil Brice, P, 65/204, Sr; Rtael 
Garcia, K,5-11/195, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Trevor Britton, G, J; Aaron Brooks, 
(QB, Soph.; Derick Byrd, WR, Jr; Germane Crowell, WR, Je 
‘Tony Dingle, DT, Soph,; Robert Hunt, GIOT, Soph.; Doug 


Karczewski, OT, Jr; Patrick Kemay, DE, Soph.; Charles Kirby, 
FB, Jr; Sam McKiver, DB, St; Andre McNeal, LB/DB, Soph.; 
Bryan Owen, WR, Jr; Anthony Poindexter, S, Soph.; Wali 
Rainer, LB, Soph.; Tim Sherman, QB, St; Johnny Shivers, DT, 
Soph,; Terrence Wikins, TB, Soph; Joe Wiliams, DB, J 
‘Top newcomers: Marcus Bullet, DB, Fr. (RS); Wally Elegbe, 
DB, Fr: (RS); Evan Hunt, OT, Fr. (RS); Thomas Jones, RB, Fi.; 
‘Andreas Karels, LB, Fr. (RS); Noel LaMontagne, G/OT, Fr. 
(RS); Mark Lindsey, G, Fr. (RS); Dilon Taylor, LB, Fr. (RS); 
‘Shannon Taylor, LB, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Barber (265 at, 
4,097 yds, 14 7D); Passing: Sherman (17 at, 11 comp., 0 
INT, 270, 182 yds); Receiving: Crowell (27 re., 371 yds., 8 
TD); Tackies: Farior (122); Sacks: Haris (8) 
Site: Chariotesvile, Va. Stadium: Scot (40,000). 
Last league title won: 1935 (te). 

SCHEDULE 
Sepl. 7—Central Michigan Oct. 26—at Florida State 
Sept. 14-Maryland Nov. 2—at Duke 
Sept. 21—at Wake Forest Nov. $—Clemson 


‘Sept. 28—Texas Nov. 16—North Carolina 
(Oct. 5—at Georgia Tech Nov. 29—at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 1S-N.C, State 


Offensive strengths: Tailback Raymond 
Priester, who began his college career as a 
fullback, broke a school record with 1,322 
rushing yards in '95. He is joined by one of 
the country’s premier fullbacks in Emory 
Smith, Emmitt’s younger and heavier 
brother who scored 14 touchdowns. One- 
time tailback Antwuan Wyatt has turned 
into a quality receiver. 

Offensive weaknesses: All of Clemson's 
offensive weaknesses were exposed in a 
41-0 loss to Syracuse in the Gator Bowl. 
Nealon Greene is the only full-time starter 
among returning ACC quarterbacks, but 
he failed to throw for even 100 yards in 
four of the Tigers’ last seven games. 
Defensive strengths: Linebacker Anthony 
Simmons made 150 tackles as a true 
freshman last year when no other Tiger 
had more than 96 and no other returning 
player had more than 53. Safeties Leomont 
Evans and Brian Dawkins are gone from a 
secondary that led the ACC in pass de- 
fense, but cornerback Dexter McCleon is 
coming off an outstanding junior year, 
when he shared the ACC lead with 13 pass 
breakups. 

Defensive weaknesses: Clemson needs 
to find a pass rusher to replace Patrick 
Sapp, the former quarterback who led the 
team in sacks with a relatively modest 5%. 
Tackle Raymond White and outside line- 
backer Brett Williams join Simmons as the 
only returning starters in the front seven 
for the Tigers. 

Special teams: The return game is in 
good hands with Wyatt, the only Division 
LA player to rank in the top 15 nationally 
in punt and kickoff returns. But the Tigers 
must replace kicker Jeff Sauve, who was 
15-of-20 on field-goal attempts, and punter 
Chris McInally, who averaged 42.7 yards 
per kick, 

Key to success: A ball-control offense is 
critical as Clemson’s young defense ma- 
tures. Greene was intercepted only eight 
times last year and the Tigers ranked 19th 
in Division LA in turnover margin. 
Outlook: Clemson was the hottest team in 
the ACC, with five victories in a row, before 
the Gator Bowl debacle against Syracuse. It 
appears the Tigers have turned the corner 
after two losing seasons in three years 
(1992-94), but their margin for error is slim. 


/ERSITY OF NORTH CAROUNA 


Tar Heels tailback Leon Johnson ran for 963 
yards and caught 54 passes last season. 


TIGERS DATA 


Coach: Tommy West (14-10, 2 years; 181 tie 3a 
1995 record: 84 (lst to Syracuse in Gator 

6-2/0. 

Key losses: Carlos Cuny, NT; Brian Dawkins, SS; Leomont 
Evans, FS; Robert Jackson, OT; Andye MoCrorey,ILB; Chris 
ecinaly P; Trevor Putnam, C; Patick Sapp, OLB; Jef Sauve, 
Ks LaMarick Simpson, DT; Wil Young, G. 

Starters returning: Offense (8): im Bundren, T, 62275, Jr; 
Nealon Greene, 08, 5-11/190, J; Tony Home, WR, 5-11/170, 
‘Jc; Raymond Priester, TB, 6-1/200, Jr; Glenn Rountree, G, 

is Fans FB, 6-07235, St; Joe Woods, WR, 
‘Antwuan Wyatt, FUKR, 5-11/190, Sr. Defense 
(@):Andy Ford, CB, 511/180, Sr; Peter Ford, CB, §-11/180, 
‘St; Dexter McCleon, CB, 5-10/190, Sr.; Anthony Simmons, 
ILB, 6-1205, Soph,; Raymond White T, 63/255, J; Brett 
Wiliams, OLB, 64/250, St. Kickers: None. 

Other key returnees: Howard Barley, OLB, Soph. (RSin- 
fa pee ee ‘Ande Carter, SS, Sc; Kenya 
Crooks, WR, J; Anthony Downs, TB, dr; Antwan Edwards, S, 
Soph; Chris Jones, \LB, Soph; Kevin Laird, P, Soph; Lamont 
Pegues, TB, Jr; Tony Plantn, DT, Jc; Holland Postel, OT, 
Soph; Berard Randolph, DT, Sr (RS/oroken leg); Jamie 
Trimble, C, St; Mond Wison, LB, Jt 

‘Top newcomers: Rahim Abdulh, OLB, Fr, (RS); Cart Baker, 
WR, Fr (RSinjury); Teny Bryant, DL, Fr; Jason Gamble, OL, 
dr. (UC); ily Luckie, OB, Fr. (RS); Idris Pri, LB, Fr; Trevor 
Pryce, DT, ut (vansfer Michigan); Ryan Romano, KP, Fr; 


leaders: Rushing: Priester (238 at, 
4,322 yds., 6 TD); Passing: Greene (202 at, 116 comp, 8 
INT, 10, 1587 yo); Receiving: Wyatt (45 ec, ere 
51D); Tackles: Simmons (150); @ 
Site: Clemson, S.C. Stadium: Memoria (81,473). 
Last league title won: 1991. 


‘SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—atNorh Carona Oct. 19—Georgia Tech 
7—Furman Nov. 2—Maryland 
21—at Missouri Nov. S—at Virginia 
Sept.26—Wake Forest Nov. 16-N.C. State 
Oct. 5—at Florida State Nov. 23-South Carolina 
Oct. 12—at Duke 


4. NORTH CAROLINA 


Offensive strengths: Leon Johnson fin- 
ished fifth, behind four 1,000-yard runners, 
in the ACC rushing race last season. He 
also broke a school record with 54 recep- 
tions. Tight end Freddie Jones is an All- 
ACC type who should get more passes. 
thrown his way in a new offensive scheme. 
Wide receiver Octavus Barnes, provided 
he can return from reconstructive knee 
surgery, has all-league talent. 

Offensive weaknesses: The passing 


game is a question mark with Barnes’ in- 
jury and the departure of quarterback 
Mike Thomas, who broke UNC’s single- 
season passing record last year. One-time 
heir apparent Oscar Davenport also had 
knee surgery, leaving the job in the hands 
of JC transfer Chris Keldorf. 

Defensive strengths: North Carolina has 
the ACC’s top linebacking unit—and one of 
the best in the nation—in Kivuusama Mays, 
Brian Simmons and James Hamilton. 
Tackle Rick Terry and end Greg Ellis, who 
combined for 15 sacks in ’95, are ready to 
emerge from Marcus Jones’ shadow. 
Defensive weaknesses: Not many. UNC. 
led the ACC in total defense with an av- 
erage of 267.3 yards, almost 60 fewer than 
the next-best team. But the Heels also 
were last in interceptions (eight). They'll 
miss their leading tackler in the secondary, 
Sean Boyd, as well as pass-breakup leader 
Fuzzy Lee. 

Special teams: Hidden yardage killed the 
Tar Heels in 1995, when they finished last in 
the ACC in punting and had just one field 
goal of more than 40 yards. Marcus Wall, 
the only ACC player to return a kickoff fora 
touchdown last year, will be missed. 

Key to success: UNC must improve its 
turnover ratio. The Tar Heels finished 105th 
of 108 Division I-A teams in that department 
last year. Thomas was responsible for much 
of that with an ACC-high 19 interceptions, 
but UNC also forced fewer turnovers (16) 
than any team in the league. 

Outlook: A quick start is critical. The Heels 
face fellow would-be contender Clemson in 
their first game, and the Tigers have won 13 
of the past 15 games in the series, including 
a 17-10 win last year at Clemson. 

TAR HEELS DATA 
Coach: Mack Brown (49-43-1, 8 years; 66-71-1 overall, 
42years). 

1995 record: 7-5 (beat Arkansas in Carquest Bow). ACC: 
4-4/75th 


Key losses: Russell Babb, OT; Sean Boyd, FS; Marcus Jones, 
oF op rzy Lee, CB; Mike Thomas, QB; Marcus Wall, WR. 
Starters returning; Offense (8): Octavus Bames, WR, 
61/182, Jr; Mike Hobgood, , 64275, J; Bran aera 
G, 63270, Sr; Leon Johnson, TB, 6-1/2, 


WR Soph Czar verpo, OB Sep Vr Halla OT, 
4c; Jomo Legins, SS, Soph; Jonathan Linton, TB, J; Reggie 
Love, CB, Jt; Keith Newman, OLB, Soph.; Chuckie Parquet, 
WAR, Soph. Frehi nl DE, Soph.; Teto Simpson, DE, 
Soph; L.C. WR, Soph; Chis Welch, K, Sr: Greg 


SSW 
Top newcomers: Dre’ Bly, CBIKR, Fr, (RS); Ryan Carley, C, 
Fe aS Greg Haris, WR/SS, Fr. (RS); Jon Hall, DT/OT, Fr. 
(RS); Chris Keldort, QB, Jr. (IC); Ricco McCain, DE/OLB, Fr. 
(RS); Alen Mogridge, FB, Fr. (RS); Robert Nixon, OT/DT, Fr. 
(RS); Jason Peace, QB, Fr. (RS); Brandon Spoon, LB, Fr. 
Returning statistical leaders: : 


963 yds,, 12 TD); Passing: Davenport (22 att, 12.comp, 1 
INT, 11D, 151 yds.); Receiving: Johnson (54 rec., 408 yds., 
0 TD); Tackles: Mays (138); Sacks: Tery (8). 

Site: Chapel Hil, N.C. Stadium: Kenan (52,000). 


Last league tile won: 1980. 
SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—Clemson Oct. 26—at Houston 
Sept. 7—at Syracuse Nov. 2-N.C. State 
Sept. 21—Georgia Tech Nov. 9Lousville 
Sept. 28—at Fonda State Nov. 16—at Virginia, 
Oct S—at Wake Forest Nov. 23-—at Duke 
Oct. 122—Maryiand 
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ATLANTIC COAST 
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PreseASON AtLt-ACC Team 


SECOND TEAM 


WR OCTAVUSBARNES, North Carolina 61/182 Jt 
WA ANTWUANWYATT, Clemson §-11/190_ Sr. 
TE MARK THOMAS, N.C. State 65/222. Je 
T__DARRYLGILLIAM, Maryland 65921 Ji 
NE TODD FORDHAM, Florida State 6-5/292 Sr. 
G___WALTER JONES, Florida State 65290. J. 
G KEN CELAJ, Georgia Tech 64285 
C___SEAMUS MURPHY. N.C. State 64/266, Jt. 
OB. NEALONGREENE, Ciomson ——§-11/190_ 
RB RAYMOND PRIESTER, Clemson 61/220 J. 
RB__ LEONJOHNSON, North Carolina 6-1/210. Sr 


ul 
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5. GEORGIA TECH 


Offensive strengths: Georgia Tech 
rushed for 2,321 yards last season, more 
than double its total (1,145) from the 
year before. C.J. Williams, who began his 
Tech career as a defensive back, ranked 
among the ACC rushing leaders for most 
of the season. Charles Wiley might be 
the best pure runner among ACC full- 
backs and could see time at tailback. 
Three-year starting tackle Curtis McGee 
takes over as leader of the line. Harvey 
Middleton and Derrick Steagall are nice 
bookend receivers. 

Offensive weaknesses: Few ACC teams 
have as little experience returning at quar- 
terback as Tech. Its 1995 backup, Brandon 
Shaw, attempted only 14 passes. Shaw or 
redshirt freshman Joe Hamilton will miss 
the protection departed center Michael 
Cheever provided on the line. 

Defensive strengths: Inside linebackers 
Keith Brooking and Ron Rogers finished 1-2 
in the league in tackles and were major fac- 
tors in the Yellow Jackets’ first-place ranking 
in the ACC (and fourth in Division I-A) 
against the run. Nathan Perryman shared 
the ACC lead in pass breakups with 13 and 
ranks with the ACC’s best cover men, 
Defensive weaknesses: The Jackets’ best 
lineman last year, nose tackle Al Jackson, 
isn’t returning for his final season of eligi- 
bility. And Perryman will need help in the 
secondary with the departure of safety 
Ryan Stewart and unheralded cornerback 
Nick Ferguson. 

Special teams: Rodney Williams averaged 
48.5 net yards on four punts against 
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Georgia but the Yellow Jackets still fin- 
ished eighth in the ACC in net punting. 
Dave Frakes was a pleasant surprise after 
taking over as the kicker, hitting 10-of:15 
field-goal attempts. 
Key to success: The Yellow Jackets need 
some threat of a passing game to maximize 
their strong running game. The coaching 
staff was pleased with the poise shown by 
quarterbacks Shaw and Hamilton during 
the spring. 
Outlook: The Yellow Jackets dropped a 
pair of last-minute, one-point games last 
year to Arizona (20-19) and Georgia (18- 
17). Tech always is going to play Georgia, 
but soft non-conference games against 
Central Florida and Navy should make for 
an improved record. 

YELLOW JACKETS DATA 
Coach: George O'Leary (6-8, 2 years). 
1995 record: 65. ACC: 5-3/4th 
Key losses: Michael Cheever, C; Donnie Davis, OB; Jason 
Dukes, OT; Nick Ferguson, CB; Al Jackson, NT; Ryan Stewgrt, 
FS; Cedric Zachery, SE. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Grant Baynham, TE, 6-5/247, 
Sr; Ken Cala, G, 6-4/285, Jc; Cutis McGee, T, 6-5/285, Sr; 
Harvey Middleton, SE, 6-0/187, Jr; Michael Minter, 6-5/310, 
Sti Webra FL, 6-002, Sr; Charles Wie, FB, 

Wiliams, TB, 6-1/202, Jr. Defense (8): 


ike Dee, FS, 6-4/190, Sr; Ralph Hughes, E 
64/246, Jc; Jermaine Miles, E, 6-5/261, Sr; Nathan Perryman, 
CB, 58/180, Sr; Ron Rogers, ILB, 6-17230, J; Derick 
Shepherd, T, 6-277, J. Kickers (2): Dave Frakes, K, 
61/194, dt; Rodney Wiliams, P, 6-1/175, Soph. 

Other key retumees: Jason Bostic, CB, Soph; Patrick 
Bradtor, NT, Jc; Ron Hardin, FB, Jr. (RSiknee); Steve Jackson, 
(07, St; Gary Joseph, SS, J; Yoe! Moina, OT, Sx. (RSénjury); 
Philip Rogers, TB, Soph; Brandon Shaw, OB, Soph; DeShaan 
‘Simmons, DE, Soph,; Kofi Smith, CB, Soph, esse Tarplin, 
OLB, Soph; Brian Wikkns, FS, Soph; Dan Witherspoon, NG, J 
Top newcomers: Quincy Carter, 08, Fr; Chris Edwards, LB, 
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—59/175._Soph. 


Ft Abe Femandaz, C, Fr (RS); Joe Hamiton, OB, Fr. (RS); 
Kevin Knapp, G, Fr; Craig Page, C, Soph, (ransierousvile); 
Nate Stimson, DT, Soph, (ranser/Miami, Fa); Reggle 
Wilos, €8, Fr 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Willams (245 at, 
1,198 yds,, 12D); Passing: Shaw (14 att, 5 comp, 1 INT, O 
TD, 29 yds); Recelving: Middleton (31 rec, 444 yds, 3 TD); 
Tackles: Brooking (146); Sacks: Clements (4), 
Site: Atanta. Stadium; Grant Field (46,000), 
Last league tile won: 1890. 

SCHEDULE 
Sep.7—ai NG, Stale Oct, 26—Central Florida 
Sept. 14—Wake Forest Nov. 2—Florda State 
Sept. 21—at North Carolina Nov, 14—al Maryland 


Sept. 28—Duke Nov, 23—-Navy 
Oct. 5—Viginia Nov. 30—at Georgia 
Oct. 19at Clemson 


6. MARYLAND 


Offensive strengths: Buddy Rodgers es- 
tablished himself as an ACC-caliber running 
back last season, when he rushed for 718 
yards in a pass-oriented offense, With the 
Terps’ move to the [formation this year, he 
will run behind a veteran line that features 
6-5, 321-pound tackle Darryl Gilliam and 
three other returning starters. Wide re- 
ceiver Geroy Simon holds ACC records for 
receptions in a game and season. 
Offensive weaknesses: Maryland fin- 
ished last in the ACC in total offense and 
had a four-game stretch at midseason 
when it scored one touchdown. 
Quarterback Brian Cummings, effective 
early, did not maintain that form. In fact, he 
didn’t even play in the last three games. 
Defensive strengths: The Terps have 
made dramatic improvement since giving 
up 6,083 yards, a Division LA record, in 
1993. That figure was down to 3,855 by last 
season and only three ACC teams allowed 


fewer touchdowns. Tackle Johnnie Hicks 
has star potential on a defense that is as 
deep as it is talented. Linebacker Ratcliff 
Thomas is a tackling machine, and Chad 
Scott and A.J. Johnson may be the best cor- 
nerback tandem in the ACC. 

Defensive weaknesses: Linebackers Tim 
Brown and Mike Settles, who finished 2-3 
behind Thomas in tackles last year, will be 
missed. Of the ACC’s top five rushing 
teams, four gained more than 200 yards 
against the Terps and the fifth, Florida 
State, passed for 496. 

Special teams: Maryland was a true mys- 
tery in this area last season, finishing first 
in the ACC in punt returns but last in 
kickoff returns. Joe O'Donnell doesn't at- 
tempt many field goals but is fairly accu- 
rate: 17-of-21 over the past two seasons. 
Scott Milanovich finished his career as the 
best punter in school history. 

Key to success: Maryland, which led the 
ACC in passing three times between 1990- 
93, won't go anywhere this year if it can’t 
put points on the board. The Terps were 
seventh in the ACC in passing, eighth in 
rushing and last in total offense in ’95, 
Outlook: A 6-5 record was viewed as a 
turning point for the Mark Duffner regime, 
which had been 9-24 in its first three sea- 
sons, The Terps were in bowl contention 
last year and have the same kind of team 
this season. 


TERRAPINS DATA 


Coach: Mark Dufiner (15-29, 4 years; 75-331 overal, 
10 years), 

1995 record: 6:5. ACO: 4-4/Tth, 

Key losses: Tim Brown, ILB; Jermaine Lewis, WR; Scott 
Milanovich, QB/P; Mark Motley, OT; Darick Rather, FS; Mike 
Sottes, OLB, 

Starters returning: Otfense (8): Brian Cummings, OB, 
5-11/206, Jt; Dany Giliam, T, 6-532, Jr; Erk Greenstein, 
C, 6-200, Sr; Aaron Henne, G, 65/299, Sr; Mancal 
Johnson, WR, 6-1/180, Sr; Buddy Rodgers, RB, 511/231, Jr; 
Geroy Simon, WR, 6-0/183, Sr; Pat Ward, G,6-5/808, Jr 
Defense (8): Lamont Gore, FS, 6-1/212, Sr; Eric Hicks, E, 
6-6/248, Jt; Johnnie Hicks, T, 6-228", Jr. A. Johnson, CB, 
5-10/170, Sr; Chad Scot, CB, 61/196, Sr. Ratcif Thomas, 
LB, 6-1/288, Sr; Al Wallace E, 6-5/244, Sr; Tim Watson, T, 
6-4/276, ur Kickers (1): Joe O'Donnell, K, 5-10/184, St. 
Other key returnees: Henry Baker, FS, Jr; Ere Barton, LB, 
Soph.; Mario Chavez, FB, Sr. John Feugil, OT, Soph; Andee 
Hentz, SS, Sr; Paul Jackson, CB, Soph.; Bruce James, WR, 
Soph,; Anthony Jenkins, DE, Sr; Eric Ogbogu, DE, J 
Kendell Ogle, OLB, Soph,; Ryan Rezella, OT, Soph,; Brian 
Underwood, RB, Jt 

‘Top newcomers: Damone Boone, RB, Fr; Tin Brown, TE, Jt. 
((C); Delbert Cowsette, DT, Fr. (RS); Troy Davidson, WR, Fr 
(RS); Damell Eatmon, RB, Fr, (RS); Derrick Johnson, S, Ft. 
(RS); Erwin Lyght, OLB, Fr. (RS); Brad Messina, G, Fr, (RS); 
Marcus Patrick, GB, J. (JC); Sean Stare, , Fr; Jamie Wu, 
DT, Fr. (RS). 

Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Rodgers (158 at, 
718 yds, 8 TD); Passing: Cummings (166 at, 8 comp, 4 
INT, 5D, 1,193 yds,); Receiving: Simon (54 rec. 440 yds, 
07D); Tackles: Thomas (103); Sacks: Ogbogu (7). 

Site: Colege Park, Ma. Stadium: Byrd (48,000). 

Last league tile won: 1985. 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 31—Northem linois Oct. 18—Wake Forest 
Sepl, 7—Alabama-Birmingham Oct. 26—at Duke 


Sept. 14—at Virginia Nov, 2—at Clemson 
Sept, 26—at West Virginia. Nov. 14—Georgia Tech 
Oct. 5-N.C. State Nov, 23-FSU (at Miami) 


Oct. 12—at North Carolina 


7. NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Offensive strengths: Tremayne- 
Stephens’ career did not take off as many 
had expected it would after his fast finish’ 


in 1994, but his per-carry average of 4.6 
yards compared favorably with the top 
backs in the conference. Fullback Rod 
Brown is among the ACC’s best at his posi- 
tion, as is tight end Mark Thomas. 
Offensive weaknesses: Sophomore 
quarterback Jose Laureano had an early 
baptism when Terry Harvey battled an as- 
sortment of injuries, but he did not distin- 
guish himself to the point where all ques- 
tions have been answered about his fu- 
ture. The Wolfpack must replace the heart 
of its line as well: center Kenneth 
Redmond and guards Steve Keim and 
Jonathan Redmond. 

Defensive strengths: Linebackers 
Morocco Brown and Ron Melnik had re- 
spectable seasons in their first year as 
starters by finishing 1-2 on the team in 
tackles. N.C. State's top returning defender 
is strong safety Kenny Harris. Keep an eye 
on tackle George Williams. 

Defensive weaknesses: The departure 
of cornerback Ricky Bell, who made him- 
self available for the NFL draft, did not 
help a defense that finished last in the 
ACC. Opponents completed 67.8 percent 
of their passes against N.C. State, which 
did not have a player in the top 10 in the 
league in sacks. 

Special teams: Marc Primanti helped 
soften the loss of All-ACC kicker Steve 
Videtich by going 11-0f-13 on field-goal at- 
tempts. Punter Jay Dukes was decent, es- 
pecially for a non-roster player going into 
preseason drills. 

Key to success: The Wolfpack must play 
better at home. State was only 1-5 at home 
last season, 0-5 after a 33-16 victory over 
Marshall in the opener. That followed a ’94 
season in which the Wolfpack went 5-1 in 


*Raleigh and 9-3 overall. 


Outlook: N.C. State is coming off its first 
losing season since 1987. A temporary set- 
back? Maybe. But in the eyes of some, the 
Wolfpack has been overachieving for some 
time. A winning record in 1996 would be an 
accomplishment. 
WOLFPACK DATA 

Coach: Mike O'Cain (19-16, 3 years). 
1995 record: 38, ACC: 2-8/7th. 
Key losses: Ricky Bell, CB (declared for NFL draft); Mike 
Soe WR; Mike Harrison, DT; Terry Harvey, QB, Steve Keim, 

G; Jonathan Redmond, G; Kenneth Redmond, Rissler, 
DE; James Walker, FS. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (6): Terrence Boykin, T, 6-7/257, 
St.; Rod Brown, FB, 6-0/230, Sr.; Tom Dombalis, T, 6-4/271, 
Sr.; Jimmy Grissett, WR, 5-11/190, Sr; Tremayne Stephens, 
TB, 511/187, ut; Matk Thomas, TE, 6-5/222, J. Defense (3): 

Colins, E, 6-6/257, Jt; Kenny Hanis, SS, 6-21193, Sr; 


Hassan Shamsid-Deen, CB, 5- 
8/170, Soph.; George Williams, T, 6-3/284, Jr. Kickers (2): 
Balen P,5-10/189, Soph, Marc Prima, K, 57/158, Sr 
-; Morocco 


mst Rd Brown, FB, St; Bobbie Cotten, LB, Soph; Duan 
Everet, OLB, J; Lonnie Gibert G, Jc; Tory Hot, WR, Soph. 
Mark Lawrence, DT, St: Jose Laureano, QB, Soph; Seamus 


Murphy, , st; Rodney Redd, CB, Soph; Alex Santos, G, 


te apes ; Jamie Bamette, 


« Loyd 
Hho, US, Fr (RS) Tm Ramsey, UB, Fc 
‘Spikes, TB, Fr. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Stephens (186 at, 
£849 yds., 5 TD); Passing: Laureano (60 aft, 28 comp., 1 INT, 
17D, 355 yards); Receiving: Grisset (37 rec, 570 yds., 6 
TD) Takes Brown (2); Seek: Calis (9) 

Site: Raleigh, N.C. Stadium: Carter Finley (45,000). 

Last league title won: 1979. 
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After standing in line, 
FSU QB ready to step up 


‘Thad Busby realizes there will be | 
es i he ied quater ater al 
games in the quarter, | 
that's how he got his playing time the | 
past two seasons, But there will be | 

other times sical he faces pressure | 
sale that experienced by any other — 
“That's part of the 
reason for coming to 
Florida State,” says 

ya ie 
“nior preparing to make -- 
his debutas the starter. | | ous 
“Everybody wants to| a) | 


play in inte cl ee 

games. Personal 

think I play better Busby. 
when it means something.” 

Busby didn't do poorly last year when 
pe gS 2 


inc yrel irchos | 
the backup to 


ie eae Linea 
in ‘says: 
63, ices aha ioe 


at Pace (Fla.) High, near 
cola, “That's been the tradition | 
from Peter Tom Willis to Casey | 
‘Weldon to Charlie Ward and even with | 


ishy's playing time came 
in lopsided victories over Duke (70- | 
26), N.C, State (77-17) and Maryland 
(59-17). Coach Bobby Bowden made a 
point of continuing to run the 
Seminoles’ no-huddle offense even 
with his backup players, sommes 
that didn’t sit well with some foes, 

“Hey, if you put in your No. and 
(No.) 3 offense and you run your | 
‘normal plays and you're still sco1 
don’t think that's running ae 
score,” Busby says. “We're just trying 
to get work, too.” 

Kanell and Busby were the only quar- 
terbacks to attempt a peu Tast season 
for FSU even though its 1995 recruiting: 
class included the nation’s premier quar- 
terback prospect, Dan Kendra. Kendra, 

He he at West. 


Ls 

re Media lose," Bowden says of | 
Busby. “He runs better than Kanell; 
he’s got a very strong arm with a 


quick r 

Busby’s test will come in the fall, 
‘maybe not against an ACC foe but 
when Florida State visits Miami and | 
later entertains “There's a lot | 


says. “Plus, our fans ex- | 

pect us to win the national champi- | 

usb every vest Tye soe. 34 
and not let that stuff get to 

—DOUG DOUGHTY | 
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SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—Georgia Tech, Nov. 2—at North Carolina 


‘Sept. 19—Florida State Nov. 9—Duke 

Sept. 28—at Purdue Nov. 16—at Clemson 

Oct. 5—at Maryland Nov. 23—-Wake Forest 
Oct. 12—Alabama Nov. 30—at East Carolina 
Oct. 19—at Virginia 


Offensive strengths: Laymarr Marshall 
was a pleasant surprise last season for a 
Blue Devils team that traditionally has had 
problems moving the ball on the ground, 
In his first year as a starter, Marshall 
rushed for 708 yards and 13 touchdowns in 
aconference where nobody had more than 
14 rushing touchdowns. Guards Chad 
Melita and Patrick Mannelly will open 
many of the holes. Mare Wilson and Corey 
Thomas (a combined 92 receptions) are 
proven receivers. 

Offensive weaknesses: Of the 815 passes 
attempted by the Blue Devils over the past 
two seasons, Spence Fischer accounted for 
784, Fischer finished his career as the No, 2 
passer in ACC history. His replacement? It 
might be junior Dave Green, who at- 
tempted eight passes last season. 
Defensive strengths: Injuries and disci- 
plinary problems turned last season into a 
virtual washout for linebacker Billy 
Granville, a second-team All-ACC selection 
in 1994, A re-energized Granville is back 
for his senior year, and Duke feels it has an 
emerging star in safety Tawambi Settles. 
Defensive weaknesses: Duke had the 
ACC's worst defense by far in 1995, 60 
yards poorer (486,2 yards per game) than 
the conference's next most charitable unit 
‘The Blue Devils were young—at one point 
they had six freshmen on the field at 
Virginia—and they're still young, 

Special teams: Punter John Krueger 
hasn't received the attention he deserves 
because he happened to come along at the 
same time as Virginia's Will Brice and 
FSU’s Sean Liss. Kicker Tom Cochran, 
who was 14-of-18 on field-goal attempts, 
will be hard to replace. 

Key to success: Duke traditionally has 
been able to move the football, but the lack 
of a proven quarterback makes that less of 
agiven this year. The defense should be im- 
proved, but not good enough to carry Duke 
against an early schedule that includes four 
road games in the first five outings. 
Outlook: Third-year coach Fred Goldsmith 
says he feels like he’s starting over with a 
roster that includes 44 true or redshirt 
freshmen among the 85 scholarship players, 
The Blue Devils’ best chances for victory— 
Army, Navy, N.C. State and Wake Forest— 
are on the road, 


BLUE DEVILS DATA 


Key losses; Orlando Adivaters, “ Carlos Bagley LB; Tom 
Cochran, K; Jeroen Egge, C; Ray Farmer, FS; Spence Fischer, 
QB; Berard Holsey, NG; James Kirkland, OLB; Jon ‘Merril, OT; 


Thomas, SE, 6-0/170, Jt; Mare Wison, FL, 6-200, Sr 
Defense (3): Chike Egbunive, ILB, 6-2/290, Jr; Tawambi 
Settles, FS (moved from $8), 62/190, Jr mas, CB, 
5-11/185, Soph. Kickers (1): John Krueger, P 64/215, Sr 
Other key returnees: Lennie Friedman, OT, Soph; John 


Corey Thomas is one of two returning starting receivers for Duke. 
The Blue Devils' problem? Who'll get the ball to those receivers, 


ive Green, QB, Jr; 
N 


pt 
Soph; Dawud Rasheed, RB, Soph; Ero Scanlan, NT, Soph, 
‘Top newcomers: Andy Bryant, NT, Soph (RS); Darius Clark, 
38, Fr. (RS); Chris Combs, DT, Fr (RS); Richmond Flowers, 
WR, Fr.; Tory Liferidge, TE, Fr. (RS); Mark Ludvigsen, DE, Fr. 
(RS); Alonzo Moyer, CB, Fr. (RS); Wally Niemcow, G, Fr. (RS); 
Gannon Shepherd, DT, Fr. (RS); Ryan Stalmeyer, LB, Fr. 
(RS); Mike Stoinbaugh, NT, Fr. (RS) 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Marshall (188 att, 
708 yds., 19 TO); Passing: Green (8 at, 4 comp, 0 INT, 0 
TD, 27 yds.); Receiving: Wilson (47 rec,, 531 yds., 2 TD); 
‘Tackles: Egbuniwe (84); Sacks: McCormack (2). 
Site: Durham N.C, Stadium: Wallace Wade (33,941), 
Last league title won: 1989 (tie). 

SCHEDULE 

Sept. 7—at Florida State Oct, 26—Maryland 
Sepl.14—Norhwestain Nov. 2—Virgnia 
Sept. 21—al Amy, Nov, 9a N.C, State 
Sept, 28—at Georgia Tech Nov. 16—at Wake Forest 
Oct. 5—at Navy Nov, 23—North Carolina 
Oct. 12—Clemson 


9. WAKE FOREST 


Offensive strengths: Wake Forest ex- 
pected to have one of its best lines in years 
before injuries set in last season, Three 
starters return in guards Bill Leeder and 
Doug Marsigli and tackle Tony Yarnall. 
Receivers Darrell Braswell, Thabiti Davis 
and Dan Ballou return from last year’s 
record-setting passing attack. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Deacons re- 
luctantly abandoned the running game 
late in '95, rushing for a total of 68 yards 
in their last four games. Nine ACC players 
rushed for more yards than Wake did as a 
team (561). Wake needs a running game, 
if for no other reason than to kill clock 
and take pressure off the defense, 
Defensive strengths: Linebacker Kelvin 
Moses, after suffering a season-ending 
knee injury in 1994, took advantage of a 
hardship ruling and recorded 101 tackles, 
including 11 for loss, as a redshirt 
freshman. A pair of juniors, tackle Robert 
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Fatzinger and cornerback 
D'Angelo Solomon, are candi- 
dates for postseason honors. 
Defensive weaknesses: Wake 
frequently committed defensive 
backs to the run last year, which 
cut down on opponents’ per- 
carry average (4.2) but may 
have contributed to a 62.2 per- 
cent completion percentage 
against and 20 touchdown 
passes. Actually, the Deacons 
need to get better all over. 
Special teams: The Deacons 
need better productivity out of 
Bill Hollows, who was the only 
ACC kicker to make fewer 
than half (6-of-14) of his field 
goals. Tripp Moore is the likely 
replacement for underrated 
punter Mike Strazzeri. 
Key to success: Rusty LaRue 
had the three most prolific 
passing days in the ACC last 
year, but many people have for- 
gotten that Brian Kuklick had 
the starting job before suf- 
fering a broken arm in the 
second game of the season. He 
inherits an offense that aver- 
aged more than 500 yards in its 
last three games. 
Outlook: Wake Forest has been patient, 
awarding coach Jim Caldwell a contract ex- 
tension after last year’s 1-10 season, 
Caldwell has been patient, too, redshirting 
24 players last year, including 20 of 23 
freshmen, The Deacons have a chance for 
their first four-win season since 1992, 

DEMON DEACONS DATA 
Coach: Jim Caldwell (6-27, 8 years). 
1995 record: 1-10, ACO: 0-B/th, 
Key losses: Marlon Estes, WR; Rick Gardner, 
Grace, LB; Rusty LaRue, QB; Greg McCracken, 
Morehead, CB; Elton Ndoma-Ogar, OT; Alexis 
Mike Strazzen, P, 
Starters relurning: Offense (8): Dan Balou, WA, 5:11/162, 
Sr; William Clark, TE, 6-8/215, Sr; Rob Hyman, C (moved 
from DT), 6-4/264, Jr; Bill Leader, G, 6-3/306, Sr.; John Lewis, 
RB, 5-10/228, Sr.; Doug Marsigli, G, 6-5/290, Sr; Wande 
‘Shaw, FB, 6-1/229, Soph; Tony Yarnall, 7, 6-4/281, Sr, 
Defense (6); Robert Fatzinge, , 6-4/266, Jr; Rob Hyman, T, 
6-4/264, Jt; Kelvin Moses, LB, 6-2/216, Soph; Jeffrey 
Muyres, OLB, 6:2/180, Soph; D'Angelo Solomon, CB, 
5-8/164, Jt; Terrence Suber, FS, 5-10/179, Sr; David Zadel, 
E, 6-6/234, ur. Kickers (1): Bil Hollows, K, 6-1/221, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Darrell Braswell, WR, Jr.; Taris Clark, G, 
‘dt; Thabiti Davis, WR, Jr.; Jeff Flowe, OL, Soph. (RSVinjury); 
Kelvin Jones, DE, Soph.; Brian Kulick, QB, Soph. (RS/broken 
aim); Herman Lew Jon Mannon, LB, Soph. (RSin- 
Jun) Tripp Moore, 
‘Top newcomers: WR, 
Ft. (RS); Bobby Jones, DB, Fr; Morgan Kane, RB, Fr. (RS); 
‘Dustin Lyman, LB, Fr. (RS); Fred Pats, OT, Fr. (RS); ‘Sam 
Setter, OG, Fr. (RS); Clinton Wilbur, DT, Fr. (RS), 
lushing: John Lewis (110 
Kuklick (28 att., 15 comp., 0 
INT, 2D, 235 yds.); Receiving: Braswell (51 rec., 557 
yds., 1 TD); Tackles: Moses (101); Sacks: Parrish, Kelvin 
dlones (2), 
Site: Winston-Salem, N.C. Stadium; Groves (31,500). 
Last league title won: 1970. 

SCHEDULE 

‘Aug. 2—Appalachian State Oct. 19—at Maryland 
Sept. 7—Northwestern 26 Ni 
Sept. 14at Georgia Tech 


il, SS; 


avy 
Nov. 9—Florida St. (at Orlando) 


Sept. 21—Virginia Nov, 16—Duke 
Sept. 28—at Clemson Nov. 23—at NO. State 
Oct. 5—North Carolina 


Doug Doughty covers the ACC for the 
Roanoke (Va.) Times. 


gee Sede 


Scoutinc THE ACC 


Ascending: Maryland. Mark Duffner 
wasn’t the most secure coach in the 
league after going 9-24 in his first three 
seasons, but a 6-5 record last year—and 
acceptable graduation rates—got him a 
contract extension through the 1997 
season. 

Descending: North Carolina State. The 
Wolfpack lost eight of its last 10 games 
in 1995, a startling drop for a program 
that won nine or more games in 1991, 92 
and '94, 

Nightmare schedule: North Carolina 
State. The Wolfpack faces three tough 
non-conference opponents in Alabama, 
Purdue and East Carolina. 

Dream schedule: Maryland. As re- 
cently as 1991, the Terrapins played 
Syracuse, West Virginia, Pittsburgh and 
Penn State, a non-conference slate that 
may have contributed to Joe Krivak be- 
coming a former Maryland coach. This 
year, the Terrapins open with Northern 
Illinois and Division I-A neophyte 
Alabama-Birmingham. Their third non- 
conference opponent, West Virginia, is re- 
building after a 5-6 season. 

Best matchup of the year: Clemson at 
North Carolina, August 31. Recent his- 
tory would suggest that the Tigers are a 
lock, with 13 victories in their past 15 
games against the Tar Heels, but UNC 
probably will be favored with this year’s 
game at Kenan Stadium. The winner 
won't automatically become an ACC con- 
tender, but the loser faces an uphill 
struggle. No good team likes to be 0-1 be- 
fore September. 

Worst matchup of the year: Wake 
Forest vs. Florida State in Orlando, 
November 9. Although the Deacons have 
been no less successful against the 
Seminoles than several other ACC teams, 
the Deacons thought so little of their 
chances this year that they agreed to 
move a home game to the Citrus Bowl for 
a big-money guarantee. 

Bowl bound: Clemson and Virginia had 
large followings last season at the Gator 
and Peach bowls, respectively, but the 
ACC isn’t known for traveling well in the 
postseason. Florida State, Virginia, 
Clemson and North Carolina—the four 
league teams that went bowling last 
séason—are the best bets. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Virginia quarter- 
back Mike Groh’s. The Cavaliers won nine 
games in back-to-back seasons for the first 
time in school history at least partly be- 
cause of Groh’s leadership. Fifth-year se- 
nior Tim Sherman filled in capably for 
Groh on several occasions but faces a stiff 
challenge from sophomore Aaron Brooks. 
Most underrated player: Clemson wide 
receiver Antwuan Wyatt. Wyatt has 75 re- 
ceptions over the past two seasons but 
hasn’t made even second-team All-ACC. 
Maybe that’s because the conference 
doesn't pick a return specialist; Wyatt led 
the ACC in kickoff returns and was fourth 
in punt returns. 

Most overrated player: Georgia Tech 


wide receiver Derrick Steagall. If Steagall 
is going to fulfill his immense potential, 
this has to be the year. A former high 
school All-American who reportedly runs 
a 4.2 40, Steagall has scored six touch- 
downs in three seasons. In the sake of 
fairness, he has missed nine games be- 
cause of injury. 

Best coach: Florida State’s Bobby 
Bowden. Bowden 
has the Seminoles 
among the nation’s 
elite every season. 
Virginia’s George 
Welsh deserves 
mention, too—he 
has taken a once- 
downtrodden pro- 
gram and made it 
into one of the 
ACC's best. 

Best staff: 
Georgia Tech. Coach George O'Leary 
has two of the nation’s premier line 
coaches in Pat Watson (offense) and 
Larry New (defense). The Yellow Jackets’ 
rushing offense more than doubled from 
1994 to "95, and the rushing defense al- 
lowed 1,500 fewer yards. 

Coach on the hot seat: Wake Forest's 
Jim Caldwell. The school renewed his 
contract in early February, which, not co- 
incidentally, was only days before national 
signing day. Although there’s no indica- 
tion that Caldwell is in immediate trouble, 
he has a three-year record of 6-27 overall 
and 2-22 in the ACC. 

Best bets: Florida State won't get jet lag. 
The Seminoles play nine games in 
Florida, including Wake Forest in 
Orlando and Maryland in Miami. The 


Steagall 


«bringing in former Clemson assistant Bob 


ACC should be ashamed of itself for al- 
lowing Wake and Maryland to move their 
home games with Florida State for the 
sake of $850,000-S1 million paydays. ... 
Virginia’s George Welsh will become the 
ACC’s winningest coach. He and former 
North Carolina and Wake Forest coach 
Bill Dooley are tied with 98 victories 
apiece. It will be a little tougher for Welsh 
to pass former Clemson coach Frank 
Howard, who had 66 victories against 
conference opposition. Welsh has 59 
league wins going into this year. . 
Virginia will win at least seven games for 
the 10th consecutive year, and North 
Carolina will extend its streak of winning 
seasons to seven. ... Florida State will win 
10 or more games for the 10th consecu- 
tive season and win its 12th consecutive 
bowl game. The Seminoles are 13-01 in 
their past 14 bowls. ... Maryland senior 
Geroy Simon will get the 40 receptions he 
needs to break Clarkston Hines’ ACC 
record of 189 career receptions. Simon al- 
ready holds the league records for recep- 
tions in a game (16, tied) and season (77). 
«.. Expect Simon and North Carolina tail- 
back Leon Johnson to catch at least one 
touchdown pass. Each had 54 receptions 
last year—but none for touchdowns. 
Odds and ends: Clemson junior Nealon 
Greene is the only returning ACC quarter- 
back who was a fulltime starter last season. 
He has 296 passing attempts in his career, 
Maryland's Brian Cummings has 166 and 
Florida State’s Thad Busby 82. ... 
Prominent ACC players trying to come 
back from reconstructive knee surgery in- 
clude North Carolina wide receiver 
Octavus Barnes and Florida State outside 
linebacker Sam Cowart, Two of the three 
main ligaments in Cowart’s left knee were 
torn in the Orange Bowl and he likely will 
require 12-18 months of rehabilitation. 
Georgia Tech, which traditionally begins 
school later than any other ACC team, will 
play three of its five home games without 
the students on campus. Tech opens later 
than usual this year because of the 
Olympics. ... Darrell Moody, Clemson of- 
fensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach, is certain to experience strange feel- 
ings August 31 when the Tigers visit North 
Carolina. Moody was offensive coordinator 
at UNC for eight years before resigning 
under pressure after last season. ... Greg 
Davis, previously the quarterback coach at 
Georgia, is the new offensive coordinator at 
North Carolina. UNC graduate Ken Mack, 
a Virginia assistant for 14 years, has re- 
turned to Chapel Hill as running backs 
coach. ... Duke coach Fred Goldsmith has 
made wholesale changes in his staff, 


Trott as his defensive coordinator and pro- 
moting quarterback coach Larry Beckish 
to offensive coordinator. ... The most note- 
worthy of the contract extensions given 
ACC coaches was the five-year renewal 
given Florida State's Bobby Bowden, whose 
deal pays $975,000 per year. 
—DOUG DOUGHTY 
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Offensive strengths: The Hurricanes 
have so many weapons. Jammi German 
and Yatil Green, who combined for 66 
catches, 1,206 yards and five touchdowns 
last season, are the receivers, though 
German suffered a severe knee injury 
during spring practice. Ryan Clement, 7-1 
in his eight starts last season, and Scott 
Covington are the quarterbacks. Lest you 
forget, the ‘Canes can run, too. Tailback 
Danyell Ferguson rushed for 1,069 yards 
last season, and freshman James 
Jackson—who originally signed with 
Notre Dame in 95 but didn’t meet that 
school’s academic requirements—has the 
look of a star. 
Offensive weaknesses: Miami could use 
some depth at quarterback. K.C. Jones, 
who sat out spring drills rehabbing from 
left knee surgery that cost him seven 
games last season, is the best center in col- 
lege football. He needs to be fully recov- 
ered if the line is to play to its potential. 
Defensive strengths: If linebacker Ray 
Lewis hadn’t made an early exit for the 
NFL, Miami would have returned all 11 
starters. Scary thought, isn’t it? Miami is 
loaded with experience and talent, espe- 
cially along the line and in the secondary. 
End Kenard Lang is a big-timer. 
Defensive weaknesses: With Lewis 
gone, it could put a considerable strain on 
the linebacking corps. James Burgess and 
Twan Russell have to step up and fill the 
void; freshman Nathaniel Webster likely 
will see time there. 
Special teams: Miami never has had one 
guy handle both placement and punting 
duties, but the ’Canes might have to 
gamble on Andy Crosland, a left-footed 
redshirt freshman. The return teams were 
much improved last year. 
Key to success: The Hurricanes must put 
their tribulations with the NCAA behind 
them and focus on developing the young 
talent coach Butch Davis has assembled. 
They also have to overcome any afteref- 
fects stemming from the offseason murder 
of reserve linebacker Marlin Barnes. 
Outlook: Provided they avoid the 13 start 
they had a year ago when they lost, in 
order, to bowl-bound UCLA, Virginia Tech 
and Florida State, the Hurricanes will be 
on the rebound. They likely will encounter 
little resistance from their first four oppo- 
nents before facing Florida State. 
HURRICANES DATA 
Coach: Butch Davis 


; Ray Lewis, 
MLB (declared for NEL drat); Dane Prewit K;Alan 
‘Symonette, G; Sy Tuoker, TE, 

Starters returning: Offense (8): Kerin Blaise, T, 6-9281, Jr; 
Ryan Clement, OB, 6-2/200, dr; Danyell Ferguson, TB, 6 
01200, Sr; Jammi German, WR, 6-0/175, Sr (may miss 
season with knee injury); Yail Green, WR, 6-3/204, Jr; J Ina, 
7, 6-3/289, Sr; K.C. Jones, C, 6-2/261, Sr; Richard Mercer, 
G, 6-4/273, Soph.; Mike Wehner, , 6-5/284, J. Defense 
(10): James Burgess, MLB (moved from OLB), 6-0/218, Sr; 
Marvin Davis, T, 6-2/267, St; Denny Fortney, T, 6-4/249, Jt; 
Chris Gibson, SS, 6-0/182, Sr; Kenny Holmes, E, 64/247, 

i; Carlos Jones, OB, 5-11/173, Sr; Kenard Lang, E, 6-425, 
J Eatl Lit, CB, 6-1/180, St; Tremain Mack, FS, 60/191, 
tj Twan Russell, OLB, 6-2212, Sr. Kickers: None. 

Other key returnees: Magic Benton, WR, Soph.; Antonio 
Coley, LB, Sc; Scott Covingion, QB, Soph.; Gerard Daphnis, 
TE, St; Tony Galter, WR, Sr; Jack Hallmon, FS, Sr; KC, 
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BIG EAST 


Conference Rank: 6 
By MICHAEL VEGA 


PREBICTIO 


4. MIAMI 
2. SYRACUSE 
3. VIRGINIA TECH 


Jones, G, Sr; Trent ones, TB, Jc; Carlo Joseph, FB, Soph, 
ichae! Lawson, DT, Soph; Jason McCullough, DT, Soph.; 
Dyral McMillan, TB, Soph.; Chad Pegues, DT, Soph,; Ricky 
Perry, G, Sr. (RSiinjury); Eugene Ridaley, SS, Jt; Omar Rolle, 
WR, Soph,; Dennis Scott, FS, dr; Jetrey Taylor, LB, Jr; Nick 
Ward, CB, Soph, Nick Wiliams, FB, Soph. 
‘Top newcomers: Andy Crosland, KI, Fr. (RS); Quincy Hipps, 
DE, Fr. James Jackson, TB, Fr; Sieve Kell, 
Damione Lewis, DL, Fr; Jevon Rhodes, 
(CRS); Nathanial Webst 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Ferguson (212 at, 
4,069 yds., 12 TD); Passing: Clement (200 at, 119 comp,, 
40INT, 77D, 1,638 yds,); Receiving: German (44 rec, 730 
yds., 3TD); Tackles: Burgess (87); Sacks: Holmes (65) 


‘SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY 
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Site: Coral Gables, Fla. Stadium: Orange Bow (74,476). 
Last league tile won: 1995 (ed). 
SCHEDULE 

(Oct. 26—at West Virginia 

Noy, 2—at Temple 

Nov. 16—Virgiia Tech 

Nov. 23—Boston College 

Nov. 30—at Syracuse 


Aug. 31—at Memphis. 
Sept. 7—The Citadel 
Sept. 12—at Rutgers 
Sept. 28—Pittsburgh 
Oct, 12—Florda State 
Oct, 19East Carolina 


2. SYRACUSE 

Offensive strengths: Syracuse, like Miami, 
should have an explosive attack. The 
Orangemen are loaded with the return of 
quarterback Donovan McNabb, fullback Rob 
Konrad and wide receiver Deon Maddox. 
Offensive weaknesses: The only chink in 
Syracuse's armor appears to be the loss of re- 
ceiver Marvin Harrison. It’s hoped true 
freshmen Ian McIntosh and Quinton 
Spotwood can provide some badly needed 
depth at the position. Replacements also need 
to be found for Cy Ellsworth and Jim Ledger, 
who anchored the left side of last year’s line. 
Defensive strengths: The linebacking 
corps and secondary are two areas of 
strength with Antwaune Ponds, Nate 
Hemsley and Dana Cottrell at linebacker 
and free safety Donovin Darius and corner- 
back Kevin Abrams roaming the sec- 
ondary. Abrams led the Orangemen in in- 
terceptions last year; Darius, one of the 
league's hardest hitters, led in tackles. 
Defensive weaknesses: Depth at line- 
backer proved to be a problem last year, es- 
pecially after Ponds suffered a broken left 
leg in the ninth game. Syracuse might have 
to rely upon some redshirt—and even 
true—freshmen to help bolster the ranks. 
Special teams: The kicking game looks 
shaky. Sean Reali will handle the punting 


Expect Syracuse comerback Kevin Abrams (left) and West Virginia wide receiver David Saunders 
to be two of the best in the nation at their respective positions this season. 


chores, but if redshirt freshman Nathan 
Trout doesn’t pan out as a suitable replace- 
ment for the departed Olindo Mare, then 
Reali might have to handle the placement 
duties, too. Finding a punt returner to re- 
place Harrison is important, 
Key to success: Syracuse has the fire- 
power to put plenty of points on the board, 
but the Orangemen need to improve their 
rush defense to challenge Big East big 
boys Miami and Virginia Tech. It proved to 
be a stumbling point last season. 
Outlook: They'll raise the roof of the Carrier 
Dome if Syracuse capitalizes on the mo- 
mentum generated by its 41-0 rout over 
Clemson in the Gator Bowl. With its explo- 
sive offense and talent-rich defense, Syracuse 
will be a strong contender for the conference 
title and another bow] appearance. 
ORANGEMEN DATA 


Coach: Paul Pasqualoni (42-15:1, 5 years; 7632-1 overall, 
10 years) 
4995 record: 93 (beat Clemson in Gator Bow). Big East: 
5.200. 
Key losses: Cy Ellsworth, @; Marvin Harrison, WR Jim 
Ledger, OT; Ondo Mare, 
Parker, SS; Dave Rebar, DE/OLE 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Donovan McNabb, QB, 
6-1/208, Soph; Terry Moris, FB, §-10/218, Sr; Harvey 
Pennypacker, C, 63/288, Sr; Shelton Prescot, G, 6-4292, 
Sr; Malcolm Thomas, TB, 68/196, Sr; Brent Waren, 
6-5/299, Jr; Roland Wiliams, TE, 64/262, ut Defens 
Kevin Abrams, CB, 5/158, St; Antonio Anderson T, 67/07, 
Sr; Dana CotrelILB, 63/235, Sr; Jeff Danish, TINT, 
6-5/286, Jr; Donovin Darius, FS, 6-1/204, Jc; Rod Gadson, CB, 
5-7/173, dc; Nate Hemsley, OLB, 6-0208, Sr; Antwaune Ponds, 
IL, 6/232, ur. Kickers (1): Sean Reali, P, 51092, Sr, 
Other key returnees: Mike Brown, ILB, Sr; Scott Freeney, 
DT, St; Tebucky Jones, TB, dr; Rob Konrad, FB, Soph; Deon 
Maddox, WR, Sr; Kyle Mointosh, TB, Soph.; George Meyers, 
DE, Sr; Jahn Michaelis, G, St; Dulayne Morgan, DE/OLB, 
Jt; Phil Nash, CB, Soph,; Brad Patkochis, OT, dr; Kaseem 
Sinceno, TE, Jr; Jim Tumer, WRIKR, Jr; Anthony Walker, SS, 
Sr; Jason Walters, DTINT, Jt. 
‘Top newcomers: Vernon Banks, FS, Fr (RS); Cory Bowen, 
, Fr (RS); Keth Bulluck, SS, Fr. (RS); Donald Dinkins, DT, 
Fr, (RS); lan Mcintosh, WR, Ft; Quinton Spotwood, WR, Fr; 
Nathan Trout, K, Fr (RS); John Welington, OL, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Thomas (124 at, 
608 yds, 8 TD); Passing: McNabb (207 att, 128 comp., 
1,991 yds,, 6 INT, 16 TD); Recelving: Thomas (19 rec., 188 
yds, 1 TD); Tackles: Darius (131); Sacks; Hemsley, 
Anderson (3.5). 
Site: Syracuse, N.Y. Stadium: Carrier Dome (50,000). 
Last league title won: None. 

SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—North Carolina Nov. 2—al West Virginia 
Sept. tat Minnesota Nov. Sat Tulane 
Sept. 28—Virginia Tech Nov. 16—Army 
Oct, 5—Rutgers Nov. 23—at Temple 
Oct, 12—Pitsburgh Nov, 30—Miami 
Oct. 26—at Boston Collage 


3. VIRGINIA TECH 


Offensive strengths: Quarterback Jim 
Druckenmiller is strong enough to bench- 
press a Buick. The same goes for center 
Billy Conaty and tackle Jay Hagood, both 


of whom, coincidentally, lost to 
Druckenmiller in the team’s Strongman 
Competition last season. 


Offensive weaknesses: What good is a 
strong-armed quarterback if he doesn’t 
have anyone to throw to? Druckenmiller’s 
biggest challenge will be finding a deep 
threat to replace departed receiver Bryan 
Still. Senior Cornelius White may be the 
answer, but after him, it’s a tossup. Michdel 
Stuewe, Shawn Scales and Angelo 
Harrison need to step up. The loss of 
three-year starting tailback Dwayne 
Thomas is big, though good things are ex- 


‘Wess VIRGINA UNIVERSITY 


* Safety Vann Washington is an important part of 


what should be a solid West Virginia secondary. 


pected from junior Ken Oxendine. 
Defensive strengths: The Hokies were, 
hands down, the most bloodthirsty defense 
in the league last season. End Cornell 
Brown, the Big East Defensive Player of 
the Year, had 103 tackles and led the team 
with 14 sacks. He is the best Tech de- 
fender since Outland winner Bruce Smith 
in 1984. Safety Torrian Gray is excellent. 
Defensive weaknesses: Virginia Tech’s 
run defense might be compromised if the 
Hokies do not find replacements for 
linemen J.C. Price, Hank Coleman and Jim 
Baron. The key returning lineman, 
Waverly Jackson, sat out spring drills after 
arthroscopic knee surgery. 
Special teams: The kicking job vacated by 
Atle Larsen could go to incoming freshman 
Shayne Graham, a prized recruit. Another 
newcomer, redshirt Jim Kibble, will chal- 
lenge incumbent punter John Thomas. 
Key to success: Defense is what won 
Virginia Tech its first Big East champi- 
onship last season, and the Hokies aren’t 
likely to deviate from that formula in 1996. 
Outlook: Tech became a significant player 
in the Big East by beating Miami and win- 
ning the conference title. It followed up by 
soundly thrashing Texas in the Sugar Bowl. 
The schedule isn’t kind: Tech plays at 
Syracuse and at Miami. 

HOKIES DATA 
Coach: Frank Beamer (51-49-2, 9 years; 99-72-4 overall, 
15 years). 
1995 record: 10-2 (beat Texas in Sugar Bowl), Big East: 
6-4/1. 
Key losses: Jim Baron, DT; Mike Bianchin, OT; Hank 
Coleman, DE; George DelRicco, LB; Jermaine Holmes, WR; 
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‘Ale Larsen, K; Chris Malone, G; J.C, Price, DT; Bryan Stil, 
WR; Dwayne Thomas, TB; Wiliam Yarbourgh, FS. 

Starters returning: Offense (6: Billy Conaty,C, 6-2/906, Sx; 
Gennaro DiNapoli, G, 6-290, dr; vim Dnickenmiler, OB, 
65/203, Sr; Brian Edmonds, FB, 510/235, Sr; Jay Hagood, 
7, 64/307, St; Bryan Jennings, TE, 6-425, Sr. Defense (6): 
Cornell Brown €,6-2/240, Sc; Toran Gray, FS (maved from 
$5), 6-0/200, Sr; Lany Green, CB, 67175, Sr; Loren 
Johnson, OB, 5-10/179, Soph.; Myron Newsome, LB, 6:9/216, 
Sr Brandon Semones, OLB, 60/202, Sr. Kickers (1): Jofn 
Thomas, P, 61/197, Soph, 

Other key returnees: Antonio Banks, CB, Sr; Brad Bayor, 
DT, Jt; Angelo Harrison, FL, Soph.; Korey ly, SS (maved 
{rom LB), Jt; Waverly Jackson, DT, Sr; Anthony Kapp, OT, » 
Soph; Ken Oxendine, TB, Jt; Marcus Parker, TB (moved 
{tom FB), Je; Pierson Proleau, SS, Soph.; Shawn Scales, 
WR, Jt; Michael Stuewe, SE, Jr; TJ. Washington, OT, St; 
Todd Washington, G, Jr; Danny Wheel, DE, Jr; Cornelius 
White, WR, Sr, 

‘Top newcomers: Robert Adams, DE; Fr. Cari Bradley, DT, 
Fr; Pedto Elison, TE, Fr (RS); Shelly Elison, FB, F. (RS); 
Wiliam Flowers, DT, J. (JC); Marcus Gidersleeve, WR, Fr. 
(RS); Shayne Graham, K, Fe; Michael Hawkes, LB, Fr. (RS); 
dim Kibble P Fr, (RS); Matt Stoschein, FS, Fr (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Oxendine (106 att, 
593 yds, 41D); Passi 
4¥INT, 44D, 2,103 yds); 
yaks, 27D); Tackles: Brown (103); Sacks: Brown (14) 
si um: Lane (60,000). 

305 (ti). 


SCHEDULE 


‘Sept. 7—at Akron, Noy. 2—SW Louisiana, 
Sept. 14—at Boston College Nov. 9—East Carolina, 


Sept. 21—Rutgers Nov, 16—at Miami 
Sept. 28—at Syracuse Nov. 23st Vignia 
Oct. 12—Temple Nov. 2—Virginia 

Oct, 26—Pitsburgh 


4. WEST VIRGINIA 


Offensive strengths: Third-year starter 
Chad. Johnston is a proven commodity at 
quarterback. He passed for 2,019 yards 
and 13 touchdowns last season. David 
Saunders and Rahsaan Vanterpool, an all- 
purpose threat, combined for 72 catches, 
1,288 yards and eight touchdowns. They 
lead West Virginia’s deepest wide receiver 
corps in years. 

Offensive weaknesses: Three starters 
were lost in the backfield, so the running 
game will be somewhat suspect until 
holdovers Curtis Keaton and Khari Mott 
establish themselves at tailback. Those two 
combined for only 173 yards last season in 
limited playing time. The Mountaineers 
also need more consistency and fewer in- 
juries on the line. 

Defensive strengths: Up front, the 
Mountaineers appear to be very strong, 
especially. with the return of Canute 
Curtis, who ranked second in the Big 
East in sacks last year, Charles Emanuel, 
Mike Logan and Vann Washington are 
experienced veterans who solidify the 
secondary. 

Defensive weaknesses: West Virginia 
lost only three of the top 22 players on last 
season's two-deep, but one of those—cor- 
nerback Aaron Beasley—was a four-year 
starter and consensus All-American. 
Special teams: Coach Don Nehlen will over- 
haul the kicking game by looking at JC 
transfer Jade Stillings at punter and sub- 
jecting junior kicker Bryan Baumann to 
some stiff competition. Baumann was 10-of- 
16 on field-goal attempts but only 4of6 under 
29 yards last season, Vanterpool and Logan 
likely will share the kick-return duties. 

Key to success: With the switch to a pro- 
set offense, the Mountaineers will need to 
take advantage of their team speed on the 
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PRESEASON ALL-Bic East TEAM 


FIRST TEAM F SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE OFFENSE 

Pos.__Name, School HiWt. Class. i EU 

WR _JAMMI GERMAN, Miami Es RAHSAAN VANTERPOOL, W, Vigjnia 5-1/185__ Sr. 

WR = DAVID SAUNDERS, West Virginia 6:2/205 Soph, WR REGGIE FUNDERBURK Rulgers 511/175 Sr. 

TE ___TODD POLLACK, Boston Collage SE eS en 

T__JAY HAGOOD, Virginia Tech ST __TONYORLANDINI, Pit 65/200 di 

T__DAN ORISKOVICH, Boston College a0) Se T__ BRENT WARREN, Syracuse 657299 

G See NPRESCOTT, Syracuse 64292 SG DOUG GRZEZINSKY, Boson Colege 6-47296 Soph. 
DONOVAN cis 647204 St = G_—CRICHARD MERCIER, Miami _6-4/273._ Soph. 
McNABB c 6.2761 Sr. G__BILLY.CONATY, Virginia Tech —6-4/908_—_—Si. 
QB, Syracuse OB BB us 6-1/208 Soph. QB RYAN CLEMENT, Miami 62200 Jr. 

RB DANYELLFERGUSON, Miami 6-000‘ S_ «AB ROB KONRAD, Syracuse 631230 Soph. 

RB _ BILLY WEST, Pit 510205 Je RB KENOXENDINE, Viginia Tech 6-121 J. 


: 


DEFENSE DEFENSE > 

E___CORNELLBROWN, Viginia Tech 6-2/040 E__CANUTECURTIS, West Viginia 6.22250. St 
WAVERLY JACKSON, igi Tech 08 T___ANTONIOANDERSON, Syracuse 6-707 St. 
E _ KENARD LANG, Miami E__ KENNY HOLMES, Miami 64247 St 
1B AATEHENSLEY Sanco eo is MOND SINGLETON, Temple 697228 St. 
iB 6-1232 LB TWAN RUSSELL, Miami 2212S 
{B ~ BRANDON SEMONES igs Ts 0002 UB BRIAN SHERIDAN, Rutgers 6-015 Sr. 

LB JAMES BURGESS, Miami 18 MATTHAFF, Boston Colege 69234 St 

€8__ CARLOS JONES, Mami CB EARLLITTLE, Miami 6480s: 
qi RAMS, Syracuse CB_MIKE LOGAN, West Virginia 6-120 St 
GORNEL- BROWN |S TORAIAN GRAY, Vighia Tech S___VANN WASHINGTON, West Vignia 6.0200 Sr. 
ap §___DONOVIN DARIUS, Syracuse S$ TREMAINMACK, Mami : 

Auch 2 ULES K__ CHRIS FERENCIK, Pit 8-10/170 Soph, _-K_BRYANGAUMANN, West Viginia 6-195. J 
: ‘ . gia 6 de 
Fasten anes ata P___ SEANREAL|, Syracuse 540192 St © -P__NATE COCHRAN, Pitt 65215 Sr. 
‘ iB KA_JIMTURNER, Syracuse 6/205 J KR KENVATTAWATSON, Bosion Colege 5-10/180 Sr. 


perimeter. They need big years from 
Johnston, Saunders and Vanterpool. 
Outlook: The Mountaineers might be out 
of sight and, sometimes, out of mind by 
playing in Morgantown, but you can’t over- 
look them. There might be a transition pe- 
riod with a revamped offense, but the de- 
fense should help smooth things over. It 
also helps that they play three key Big East 
games—Boston College, Miami° and 
Syracuse—at home. 

MOUNTAINEERS DATA 
Coach: Don Neen (115-68-4, 16 years; 168-103-8 overall, 
25 years). 
1995 record: 5-6. Big East: 4-3/T4th. 
Key losses; Kantfoy Barber, FB; Aaron Beasley, CB; Derrick 
Bell, C; John Browning, DE; Jimmy Gary, TB; Buddy Hager, 
G; Joe DeLong, OT; Lovett Purnell, TE; J. Thomas, LB; 
Robert Walker, TB 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Ted Daniels, G, 62/285, 
‘Soph.; Chad Johnston, OB, 6-3/210, Sr.; David Saunders, 
WR, 6-2/205, Soph.; Rahsaan Vanterpool, WRIKR, 5-11/185, 
SSr.; Bryan Washington, T, 6:6/310, St. Defense (8): Canute 
Curls, E,6-2/250, Sr. Charles Emanuel, SS, 6-0/195, St; 
Kevin Landolt, T, 6-5/275, Soph; Mike Logan, CB, 6-1/200, 
Sr. Elie Longino, LB, 6-2/240, Sr; Bernard Russ, LB, 
6-1/280, Sr; Henry Slay, T, 6-2/275, Jr; Vann Washington, FS, 
6-0/200, Sr. Kickers (1): Bryan Baumann, K, 6-1/195, J. 
Other key returnees: Bernardo Amerson, LB, Sr; Bob Baum, 
DE, ut; Erie Boykin, TE (moved from QB), Jt; Eric deGroh, 
Soph.; Shawn Foreman, WR, Soph.; Mike Horn, G, Sr, 
(RS\knee); Curtis Keaton, RB, Soph; Jerrald Long, WR, 
Soph, (RS/njury); Bill McElroy, G, Jt; Khari Mot, RB, Sr. 
Jamie Sweeney, LB, Jt; John Thorton, DE, Soph; Leroy 
White, FB, Jr; Jason Wiliams, LB, Jr. 
‘Top newcomers: Anthony Becht, TE, Fr. (RS); Ryan Brady, 
LB, Fr, (RS); Jamie Fields, DB, Jt (JC); John Hadley, LB, Jr. 
(JC); Brock Holland, OL, Jr (JC); Solomon Page, OT, Fr (RS); 
‘Jade Stings, P, ut (JC); Gary Stills, LB, Soph. (Prop 48); 
‘AWvin Swoope, TB, Ft. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: White (42 att, 260 
9s. 1D); Passing: Johnston (248 at, 127 comp., 13 INT, 


106 


BOSTON COLLEGE 


Expect BC tackle Dan Oriskovich to be one of 
the Big East's premier offensive linemen. 


13 TD, 2,019 yds.); Receiving: Saunders (38 rec., 682 yds., 5 


lorgantown, W.Va. Stadium: Mountaineer Field 
(63,500). 
Last league title won: 1993. 


SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 31—atPitsburgh Oct. 19—at Temple 

Sept, 7—Western Michigan Oct, 26—Miami 

Sept. 14—East Carolina Nov. 2—Syracuse 

Sept. 21—at Purdue Nov. $—at Rutgers 
Sept.26—Manjland Nov, 23a Virginia Tech 
Oct. 5 Boston College 
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5. BOSTON COLLEGE 


Offensive strengths: There are plenty of 
hands on deck. Four experienced receivers 
return, and prized redshirt freshman 
Anthony DiCosmo is a welcome addition. 
BC also boasts four veteran tight ends, 
each of whom caught at least one touch- 
down pass last season. 

Offensive weaknesses: Who's going to 
get the ball to all those receivers? Two-year 
starter Mark Hartsell declared for the NFL 
draft (and wasn’t selected), leaving the 
quarterback job to junior Matt Hasselbeck 
and sophomore Scott Mutryn. The back- 
field will be thin after sophomore tailback 
Jamall Anderson suffered a season-ending 
knee injury in the first week of spring prac- 
tice. If sophomore Mike Cloud, last 
season's leading rusher, is unable to return 
100 percent from offseason foot surgery, 
junior Omari Walker and redshirt 
freshman Quinton’ Lee will have to carry 
the load. 

Defensive strengths: Although injuries 
decimated the linebacking corps last 
season, BC returns several battle-tested 
players who filled in at the position, in- 
cluding talented sophomores Donovan 
Yarbough and Jermaine Monk. Both saw 
significant playing time late last season. 
Defensive weaknesses: With a switch 
to an eight-man front, the secondary will 
face extreme pressure. Senior Daryl 
Porter will move from corner to safety to 
quarterback the new scheme. Both of last 
season's safeties and two linemen must 
be replaced. 

Special teams: Punter Jason Malecki en- 


dured baptism by fire last season when he 
was thrown into the breach as a true 
freshman. He responded with a 39.5-yard 
average. Junior kicker Chris Hackett re- 
turns to handle the placements, but he 
could be challenged by redshirt freshman 
John Matich. 
Keys to success: BC needs a lot of things 
to break its way in 1996, when it will have 
to adapt to a new quarterback, a new de- 
fense and four new assistants. 
Outlook: The Eagles have yet to make the 
quantum leap into the upper echelon of the 
Big East. The program is a sleeping giant 
that remained in hibernation at 4-8 last 
season. This season should serve as a 
wakeup call. 

EAGLES DATA 
Coach: Dan Henning (11-12-1, 2 years) 
1995 record: 4-8. Big East: 4-3/T4th, 
Key losses: Rob Citford, FS; Mark Hartsell, QB (declared for 
NFL draft; Pete Kendall, OT; Dan McGuire, K, Tim Morabito, 
NT; Tim O'Brien, C; Justice Smith, RB; Chris Sullivan, DT; 
Terence Wiggins, SS, 
Starters returning: Otfense (8): Doug Brzezinski, G, 
'6-4/296, Soph.; Steve Everson, WR, 5-10/162, Jr.; Mark Nori, 
G, 6-4/294, Sr.; Dan Oriskovich, ,6-8/293, Sr; Todd Pollack, 
TE, 6-4/237, Jt;; Omari Walker, AB, 5-10/212, Jr; Kenyatta 
Watson, WR, 5-10/180, Sr. Defense (7): Markel Blount, OLB, 
6-2/216, Jr; Stalin Coline, E (may play 1), 68259, Sr; Bobby 
Edmonds, ILB, 6-1/227, Soph.; Nick Gianacakos, E (may play 
7), 64/269, Sr; Matt Hafl, OLB, 6-3/234, Sr; Daryl Porter, FS 
(moved from CB), 5-9/189, Sr. Kieman Speight, CB, 5-8/168, 
‘Soph, Kickers (1): Jason Maleck,P, 62/210, Soph. 
‘Other key returnees; Jamall Anderson, TB, Soph. (sufered 
‘oviols knoe injury in spring practic); Mike Cloud, RB, Soph.; 
John Coleman, NT, Sr.; Scott Dragos, TE, Jr; Billy Gustin, S, 
Soph; Chris Hackett, K, Jr; Dennis Harding, WR, Soph.; Matt 
Hasselbeck, OB, Jr; Michael Hemmert, TE, ur; Brandon King, 
WR, Soph; Brian Maye, LB, Jr; Jonathan Miles, OT, Soph.; 
Jermaine Monk, LB, Soph.; Scott Mutryn, OB, Soph. (RS); 
Erik Stor, DE, Soph.; Shalom Toleree, S, Jr; Donovan 
Yarbough, LB, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Damell Alford, C, Fr. (RS); Anthony 
DiCosmio, WA, Fr. (RS); Tim Hasselbeck, OB, Fri; Noah 
LaRose, OL, Soph. (transfer); Quinton Lee, RB, Fr. (RS); John 
Matich, K, Fr. (RS); Mike Willetts, DL, Fr (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Cioud (102 att, 626 
yds,, 2D); Passing: Hasselbeck (60 att, 27 comp, 7 INT, 2 


‘UNIVERSITY OF PrTTSBURRGH 


Pitt's running game struggled last season when 
star tailback Billy West was burdened by injuries. 


TD, 280 yds,); Receiving: Everson (42 rec; §57 yds., 1 TD); 
Tackles: Haff (24); Sacks: Stor (5). 
Site: Chestnut Hil, Mass, Stadium: Alumni (44,500), 
Last league title won: None. 
SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31—at Hawaii Oot. 19—Rulgers 
Sept. 44—Virginia Tech Oct. 26—Syracuse 
Sept. 21—at Michigan Oct. 31—at Pittsburgh 
Sept. 28—Navy Nov. $—Notre Dame 
Oct. 5—at West Virginia Nov. 16—Temple 
Oct, 12—at Gincinnati Nov. 23—at Miami 


6. PITTSBURGH 


Offensive strengths: The return of a 
healthy Billy West will go a long way to- 
ward giving Pitt some punch in the run- 
ning game. He missed all but two games 
last season with two injuries—a ligament 
sprain in his chest and a broken leg. West 
will have some help from sophomore 
Demetrius Harris, who stepped in during 
West's absence last season, and JC transfer 
Dwayne Schulters. Four starters return on 
the line. 

Offensive weaknesses: The biggest 
parts of the passing game—quarterback 
and wide receiver—are the biggest con- 
cerns. At both positions, the Panthers will 
be looking for unproven players to step up. 
Only two quarterbacks—redshirt junior 
Pete Gonzalez and redshirt sophomore 
Matt Lytle—have any game experience. 
Defensive strengths: Although Pitt was 
susceptible to the big play a year ago, the 
Panthers hope a veteran secondary led by 
Denorse Mosley will reverse the trend. 
Like West, Mosley missed most of last 
season with injuries. 

Defensive weaknesses: Pitt faces a major 
rebuilding job after losing its top three 
tacklers from 95, all of whom were line- 
backers. Senior Mike Mohring will have to 
anchor a line that also lost three starters, 
Special teams: This is probably the one 
area that won't cause John Majors to lose 
sleep. Kicker Chris Ferencik and punter 
Nate Cochran, both steady performers last 
season, give solid footing to Pitt’s kicking 
game, Ferencik missed only two kicks last 
year (one PAT, one FGA), and Cochran av- 
eraged 42.9 yards per punt. 

Key to success: West must stay healthy. 
The Panthers will lean on him to carry 
the offense until the passing game can 
catch up. 

Outlook: This is the 20th anniversary of 
Pitt’s only national championship season, 
but any resemblance between that team 
and this one is purely coincidental. After 
plummeting to the conference cellar last 
season, it would appear Pitt has nowhere to 
go but up. But the Panthers are hoping an 
infusion of talent from a highly touted re- 
cruiting class can jump-start their long up- 


hill climb. 

PANTHERS DATA 
Coach: John Majors (41-384, 8 years; 181-130-10 overall, 
28 years). 


4995 record: 2.9, Big East: 0-7/6th, 
Key losses: Anthony Dorset, CB; Mike Halapin, DT; Matt 
Hosiyk, OT; Dietrich Jells, WR; Jon MoCray, LB; Zatti Moody, 
DE; John Ryan, QB; Dell Seagraves, TE; David Sumner, OLB; 
ier Young, DT. 

Starters returning: Offense (6); Curis Anderson, WR, 

ff Craig, G, 6-5/285, Sr; Jon Marzoch, G, 

Tony Orlandi T,6-5/280, dr; ris Schneider, 
Soph; Reggie Thomas, C, 6-5/265, Jt Defense 
(3): John Jenkins, FS, 6-2/185, Jr; Jared Miller, E,6-3/245, 
Sr; Rasshad Whitmil, CB, 5-11/191, Soph, Kickers (2): Nate 


take over a program that had gone 


THE PRESSURE'S ON 


A major question: Can 
Pitt’s coach win now? 


Since arriving for his second tour of 
duty at Pittsburgh, John Majors has 
had to contend with restoring the 
school’s proud football tradition and 
the specter of his own success. 

High hopes accompanied Majors 
when he flew into town in 1992 to 


12-21-1 in three sea- 
sons under Paul ia 
Hackett. T-shirts (J 
proclaimed “Back i 
to the Future,” but |\\gaqy 
the Pitt program 
had fallen into such | 
severe disrepair 
that a quick turn- 
around wasn’t pos- 
sible. Bos ‘Majors 
And 1992 wasn’t 1972, a time 
when coaches could sign as many re- 
cruits as they wanted; now, they're 
limited to 25 scholarships per year 
and no more than 85 athletes on 
scholarship at one time. 

So while fans longed for 1976, when 
-the Panthers went 12-0 and won the na- 
tional championship and running back 
Tony Dorsett captured the Heisman 
Trophy, they have'remained grounded 
in the reality of 1990s Pitt football: one 
winning season (6-5 in 1991) amid 
mounting losses—46, to be exact. 
‘That's almost eight per season. 

Majors hasn't been able to reverse 
the trend, going 8-25 in his reunion 
tour after posting a 33-13-1 mark from 
1973-76, And he may be feeling the 
pressure for the first time since re- 
signing under fire at Tennessee in 
1992, where he left under a cloud of 
controversy. 

Pitt is 4-17 in Big East games under 
Majors the past three years. The 
Panthers finished sixth in the league 
in Majors' first season, seventh his 
second and last in 1995, when they 
finished 2-9 and went winless (0-7) for 
the first time in conference play. Even 
Temple, the Big East sad sack that 
other league teams routinely kick 
around for a win, beat Pitt to earn its 
first-ever conference victory. 

Majors’ latest recruiting class is 
considered a good one, the best 
since he returned to the school; the 
class is headlined by two Pennsyl- 
vania products, offensive tackle Ben 
Kopp and quarterback Tony Zimmer- 
man. But Majors will be 61 when he 
begins his 29th season as.a college 
head coach this fall. His reputation 
has bought him time less-established 
coaches would not have enjoyed. But 
some think his grace period has ex- 
pired. It’s time to win—now, 

—MICHAEL VEGA 
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BIG EAST 


BIG EAST 


. Dickerson’s three seasons as coach, If the 


‘Sr; Chris Ferencik, K, 510470, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Chuck Brown, SS, Sophy; Mark Butler, 
Jason Chavis, LB, Sr. (RS/knee); Phil Clarke, LB, 
Soph; Pete Gonzalez, QB, Jr; Demetrius Haris, RB, Soph. 
Roderick Humphrey, LB, J; John Jones, TE, Soph. 
(RStroken hand); Mat Lytle, OB, Soph; Mike Mong, DT, 
St; Frank Moore, DT, Je; Denorse Mosley, CB, de. (RSVankle, 
thumb); Mike Schutz, OT, Soph; Bily West, RB, Jt. (RS/eg, 
chest); Jim Willams, LB, Sr; Matin Young, DE, Soph. 
‘Top newcomers: Emest Goakey, LB, ur. (JC); Aamir Dew, 
Br, Damond Gson, DL Fr-dulan Graham, LF F(R) 
Hank Poteat, RB, Fr; Dwayne Schulters, RB, Jr. (JC); Demale 
Stanley, WR, Fr. (RS); Juan Wiliams, TE, Jt. (JC); Rayfield 
Wright, DL, sr (JC); Tony Zimmerman, QB, F 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Hats (137 att, 610 
yds., 51D); Passing: Gonzalez (76 att, 20 comp., 5 INT, 3 
‘1D, 478 yés); Receiving: Butler (18 rec, 290 yds. 1 TD); 
Tackles: Jenkins (64); Sacks: Miler (2) 
Site: Pitsburgh. Stadium: Pit (66,500). 
Last league tile won: None. 

‘SCHEDULE 
A Ses roi a Oates 12=al Syracuse 
Sept. 7K (Oct. 25a Viginia Tech 
Sept. {ie-Housin Oa St Boson Cooge 
Sept 21—at Ohio State Nov. 16—atNotre Dame - 
Sept. 28—at Miami Nov. 30—Rutgers 
Oct. 5—Temple 


7. TEMPLE 


Offensive strengths: Henry Burris’ 
ability to scramble makes him one of the 
conference's most dangerous quarter- 
backs; he threw for 2,004 yards and 11 
touchdowns last year. Eugene Culbreath 
and Ramod Lee give the backfield added 
potential. Van Johnson is an above-average 
Big East receiver. 

Offensive weaknesses: Burris may have to 
rely upon his scrambling ability to get him- 
self out of trouble if the line doesn’t recover 
from the losses of Big East firstteam guard 
John Summerday and tackle Jon Clark. 
Defensive strengths: Coach Ron 
Dickerson has worked hard to cultivate a 
good line. Seniors Tim Terry, Tealang 
Lloyd and Jason Davis lead this year’s unit. 
Defensive weaknesses: The departures 
of Willie Brown and second-round NFL 


AUTGERS UNIVERSTIV 


(¢ 
B, Se; Juan Gaddy, TB, Jc; Robert Kel, DE, Jc; Keth 
Kerin, OLB, St; Troy Kersey, SE, Jr; Charie Mors, G, 
Soph.; Scott Oster, DT, Soph; Kevin Walker, WR, St. 
‘Top newcomers: Jason Boles, PJ. (JC); Marko Jackson, 
RELDB, Fr; Ben Mayer, DT, Sr. (ranster}; Theo Ross, G, Fr. (AS). 
Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Culbreath (103 at, 
451 yds., 2 TD); Passing: Burris (300 att., 139 comp., 17 INT, 
11 TD, 2,004 yds.); Recelving: Kersey (20 rec., 469 yds, 4 
TD); Tackles: Singleton (151); Sacks: Tery, Lloyd (4). 
Site: Philadelphia. Stadium: Veterans (66,592). 
Last league title won: None. 


draft pick Lance Johnstone depleted the SCHEDULE 
linebacking. corps and marooned 

Alshermond Singleton, the Owls’ second- Pll Sa tg! 
leading tackler last season. He may have to Sept. {42t Bowing Green Nov. 2—Miami 

make even more tackles in '96. Sept. 21—Penn State Nov. 16—at Boston College 
Special teams: The kicking game will be Oct. 5—at Pittsburgh 1. 23—Syracuse 
retooled with JC punter Jason Boles taking Oct. Vg Teoh 


over for John Shay. Zane Michalski (6-0f-9 
on field-goal attemptss) returns. 

Key to success: Although the Owls won 
just one game in 1995, they put up a fight in 
almost every one. They were outscored in 
the fourth period by just two points. Now, 
they just have to develop a knockout punch. 
Outlook: Temple's seventh-place finish 
last year was its best in conference play in 


8. RUTGERS 


Offensive strengths: Good luck finding 
one. At this point, the only thing Rutgers 
has going for it is the West Coast offense 
first-year coach Terry Shea plans to install. 
He will be his own coordinator and call all 
the plays. 

Offensive weaknesses: Got an hour? 
There are too many to count. Only three 
seniors can galvanize the team, the Owls _ Starters return, but on this team, that 


vani : might not be all bad. 
are, capable of winning two Big Eastgames . 7) eensive strengths: Unlike the offense, 


seven returning starters give coaches 

OWLS DATA more material to work with, Tackle Rashod 

een bees aye Swinger is entering his third year as a 
Key losses: Mare Batter, WR: We Bown, LB; Jon Clark, starter, and linebacker Brian Sheridan last 
OT; Allen Jackson, SS; Lance Johnstone, LB; Robert season became the first Rutgers player in 


Brian Sheridan made 132 tackies for an overworked defense last year. 
Michalski, K, 5-11/201, Je. 


the case again this 
season. The Scarlet 
Knights got an early 
start when their best 
pass rusher, Rusty 
Swartz, suffered a ca- 
reer-ending knee injury 
during the spring. 
Special teams: Junior 
kicker Nick Mike-Mayer 
will get heavy competi- 
tion for the job from sev- 
eral underclassmen. 
Punter Jared Slovan ap- 
pears to have a lock on 
his job after a solid 
sophomore season. 
Key to success: The 
Scarlet Knights will 
need to stay healthy 
and keep a positive 
frame of mind when 
adversity strikes, be- 
cause it appears adver- 
sity will be hitting 
them hard in ’96. 
Outlook: It’s not good. 
In fact, when Shea 
staged an alumni/var- 
sity game in lieu of the 
traditional spring game, 
this year’s Scarlet 
Knights lost to the old-timers, 10-6. Shea, 
who coached San Jose State in 1990 and 
“91, has a major rebuilding project on his 
hands, and he had better bring a hard hat 
(and a good sense of humor) to East 
Brunswick, NJ. 

SCARLET KNIGHTS DATA 
Coach: Terry Shea (first year; 15-6-2 overall, 2 years). 
1995 record: 4-7. Big East: 2-5/6th. 
Key losses: Robert Barr, OT; Marco Battagia, TE; Matt Brown, 
G; Rahsaan Giddings, LB; Pat Gorman, C; Chris Kennedy, G; 
ay Lucas, QB; Bruce Presley, RB; Rudy Smith, DE; Mark 
Washington, SS; Terrell Willis, RB (declared for NFL draft), 
Starters returning: Offense (3): Reggie Funderburk, WR, 5- 
11/175, St; Steve Hamper, WR, 5-10/165, Jr; Jack MeKiernan, 
(moved from T), 62/275, Jt. Defense (7): Cameron 
Chadwick, CB, 5-10/190, Sr; Thomas Kelly, FS, 6-0/190, Jr; 
Brian Sheridan, LB, 6-0/215, Sr.; Rusty Swartz, OLB, 6-2/295, 
Sr. (suffered career-ending knee injury in the spring); Rashod 
‘Swinger, T, 6-3/290, Sr.; Derek Ward, CB, 6-0/170, Sr.; 
Charles Woolrdge, E,6-2245, J. Kickers (2): Nick Mike- 
Mayer, K, 61/200, Jr; Jared Slovan, P, 6-420, Jt. 
Other key returnees: Mike Belh, DE, Soph.; Chad Bosch, 
RB, St.; Aaron Brady, DB, Soph.; Chris Cebula, DE, Jr; Peter 
Clarke, DB, Soph; Noris Crawiord, SS, ur; Jason Curry, TE, 
Sr.; Shawn Devin, DT, St.; Pete Donnelly, G, Soph.; Chris 
Hutton, WR, Soph; Bil Powell, WR, Soph.; Bryan Ratery, G, 
Soph.; Gil Ross, DB, Soph.; Michael Sandy, CB, Jr.; Robert 
Seeger, FB, St; Tu. Spizzo, OT, Sr; Keny Ware, DT, J. 
(RS\injury); Charles Wiley, DB, Soph.;Kevin Wiliams, DB, Jr, 
‘Top newcomers: Taman Bryant, DB, Fr. (RS); Melvin Cobbs, 
RB, Fr. (RS); Art Dreher, LB, Soph. (transfer/Georgia Tech); 
Gary Fauntleroy, RB, Fr. (RS); Wayne Hampton, LB, Fr.; Andy 
Holland, WR, J. (JC); Clint Hunt, OL, ur. (JC); Marcus Luna, 
TE, Jt. (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Bosch (71 ait., 356 
yds., 27D); Passing: None; Receiving: Harper (35 rec,, 417 
yds., 77D); Tackles: Sheridan (132); Sacks: Swartz (5) 
‘Site: East Brunswick, N.J. Stadium: Rutgers (41,500). 
Last league tile won: None, 


McWiliams, CB; John Shay, P; John Summerday, G. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Ed Bowen, G, 6-2280, St; 
Henry Burris, QB, 6-2/190, Sr; Frank Carter, FB, 5-9/240, Sr 
Roger Chanoine, T, 6-5/270, J; Eri 
Van Johnson, WR, 6-1/185, 


six years to record 100 tackles. Sheridan, 


though, injured his shoulder during spring. 2%, 
practice. The new coordinator, Rod Sept 12-Wiami 


Sharpless, was a co-coordinator at Virginia 
Tech last season. 

Defensive weaknesses: Rutgers relied on 
a lot of young players last season, when in- 
juries riddled the roster. That's likely to be 


Oct. 5—at Syracuse 
Oct. 12—Amy 
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SCHEDULE 


(Oct 19at Boston Colege 
Oct 26—Temple 
Nov. 3-West Viginia 


‘Sept. 21—at Virginia Tech Nov. 23—at Notra Dama 


Nov. 30—at Pittsburgh 


Michael Vega covers Boston College and 
the Big East for the Boston Globe. 


Scoutinc THE Bic East 


Ascending: Boston College. All-the 
pieces seem to be in place for the Eagles 
to soar again. They were ravaged by in- 
juries and inexperience last season (fin- 
ishing 4-8), but the future looks 
promising with a talented crop of wide re- 
ceivers, plenty of live arms at quarterback 
and an infusion of talented recruits. 
Descending: Rutgers. After finishing 
sixth last season, this will be the season 
the Scarlet Knights finish last in the 
league. New coach Terry Shea, who 
takes over for the embattled Doug 
Graber, will have to work miracles to 
match last season's conference win total 
(two). This team is woefully young and 
short on talent, 

Nightmare schedule: Boston College. 
The Eagles will rack up the frequent-flier 
miles this season, Their grueling 12-game 
marathon begins with a trip to Hawaii 
(10,190 miles, round trip) on August 31 
and ends with a visit to Miami (3,008 
miles) on November 23. In between, BC 
travels to Michigan, West Virginia, 
Cincinnati and Pittsburgh. All told, they 
will travel some 19,000 miles. 

Dream schedule: Miami. The 
Hurricanes won't have to worry about an- 
other 1-3 start, Not when their first four 
games are against Memphis, The Citadel, 
Rutgers and Pittsburgh. They won't do 
any heavy lifting until they host Florida 
State on October 12, but not before 
pausing for an open date on October 5. 
Best matchup of the year: Take your 
pick. Virginia Tech at Syracuse on 
September 28 and Virginia Tech at Miami 
on November 16 could put one of those 
three teams in the driver's seat for the 
Big East championship. But Miami's 
season-ending trip to Syracuse on 
November 30 likely will settle the matter. 
Worst matchup of the year: Rutgers at 
Notre Dame, November 23. Let’s see how 
Trish coach Lou Holtz talks up the Scarlet 
Knights in his pregame rhetoric. 

Bowl bound: With Miami barred by the 
NCAA from playing in a bowl last season, 
the Big East was unable to fill its four 
bowl slots, but Syracuse and Virginia 
Tech saved the day with impressive victo- 
ries in the Gator and Sugar Bowls, respec- 
tively. Now that Miami is bowl-eligible 
again, look for all three of those teams to 
make a bowl appearance this season. West 
Virginia and Boston College will duel for 
the remaining slot. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Miami linebacker 
Ray Lewis’. Lewis—basically unrecruited 
out of high school—once said he'd be con- 
sidered the greatest linebacker in school 
history by the time he finished his 
Hurricanes career, He may have been right. 
His old job now belongs to senior James 
Burgess, who was moved from the outside 
to the middle. True freshman Nathaniel 
Webster, the most touted high school de- 
fender in Miami since Marvin Jones, also 
will be in the picture. 

Most overrated player: Miami wide re- 


q 
8 
H 
i 


nia Tech 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


Top recruit in parentheses 


1, Syracuse (WR lan Mcintosh), Not only did the 
Orangemen get sophomore running back Kyle 
they landed 


Speedy Kenyatta Watson is the kind of talent 
BC needs to get to become a Big East power. 


ceiver Jammi German. German was an 
All-Big East first-team selection last 
season after catching 41 passes for 730 
yards. But he scored only three touch- 
downs, giving him six for his career. 
That's woeful touchdown production for a 
player who, while in high school in-Fort 
Myers, Fla., was touted as the best prep 
player in the nation. He now has the 
added burden of having to overcome a 
knee injury suffered in spring practice. 

Most underrated player: Temple line- 
backer Alshermond Singleton. Playing 
alongside future NFLer Lance 
Johnstone, Singleton still managed to 
amass 151 tackles last year. That ranked 


third in the conference, 

Best coach: Virginia Tech’s Frank 
Beamer. His program has benefited more 
than any other from being affiliated with 
the Big East, but Beamer has diligently 
farmed his fertile plot in “Beautiful 
Blacksburg,” as he likes to call his 
Virginia home, and harvested some nice 
bowl bids. 

Best staff: Syracuse. There is an inter- 
esting mix of old and new on the 
Orangemen staff, from 61-year-old defen- 
sive coordinator Norm Gerber to 26year- 
old running backs coach David Walker, a 
former Syracuse player, This is a cohesive 
unit that always prepares and recruits well. 
Coach on the hot seat: Pittsburgh's 
John Majors. Entering the fourth year of 
his second tour of duty at Pitt, Majors has 
led the Panthers on a steady decline. 
‘They finished last in the league in '95. 
Best bets: Miami's Danyell Ferguson, 
who rushed for 1,069 yards last year, will 
make a serious run at another 1,000-yard 
season. He ranks fifth on Miami's career 
rushing list but needs a whopping 1,503 
yards to pass first-place Ottis Anderson 
(3,331). He needs only 125 yards to sur- 
pass second-place Stephen McGuire. ... 
Syracuse will become the first Big East 
school to win 600 games, The 
Orangemen's all-time record is 599-390-49. 
.» Virginia Tech’s Cornell Brown will be 
asked to compare his game with that of 
former Tech defensive end Bruce Smith. 
.» If Syracuse makes another bowl trip, as 
expected, coach Paul Pasqualoni will im- 
prove his bowl record to 4-0. ... Rutgers 
coach Terry Shea will question why he 
ever took the job, if he hasn't already. 
Odds and ends: Since winning the first of 
its four national championships in 1983, 
Miami has the most wins and best winning 
percentage of any Division I-A program. 
‘The Hurricanes’ 134-22 (859) record over 
the past 13 years ranks just ahead of 
Nebraska (133-23-1, .850) and Florida State 
(125-28-4, .809). The Hurricanes have 
played in eight national-title games over 
that span, Nebraska six. ... Syracuse quar- 
terback Donovan McNabb’s days on the 
school’s basketball team may be numbered. 
He reportedly is reconsidering whether he 
wants to return to the team after not being 
much of a factor in the Orangemen’s run to 
the NCAA championship game. Basketball 
commitments forced McNabb to miss sev- 
eral spring football practices. ... Virginia 
Tech won its final 10 games of last season if 
you include the Hokies’ 28-10 win over 
Texas in the Sugar Bowl. The school 
record is 11 in a row. ... Pitt wide receivers 
coach Gary Nord was offensive coordi- 
nator/quarterbacks coach under Howard 
Schnellenberger at Oklahoma last season. 
.. BC freshman Dave Robbins became the 
13th Berwick (Pa.) High quarterback since 
1971 to receive a Division I scholarship. He 
followed current Notre Dame quarterback 
Ron Powlus. 


—MICHAEL VEGA 
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BIG EAST 


MOUNTAIN DIVISION 
ete SS TAN 


Offensive strengths: With eight starters 
back, including blossoming quarterback 
Mike Fouts, it might be greedy for Utah to 
hope for much more than to pick up where 
it left off last season. Yet offensive gluttony 
is a virtue in the WAC. There might not be 
a weakness in the Utes’ attack, with great 
receivers in Kevin Dyson and Rocky 
Henry, a solid line and backs Chris 
Fuamatu-Ma’afala (all 272 pounds of him) 
and Juan Johnson keeping things balanced. 
Offensive ‘weaknesses: Utah's only real 
question is at tight end, where Chris 
Jahries and JC transfer CJ, Johnson are 
competing for the spot. 
Defensive strengths: The Utes have ter- 
rific ends in Chad Kauhaahaa and Nate 
Kia, No Utes linebacker is of the caliber of 
BYU's Shay Muirbrook, but the team is 
solid at that position with Taulia Lave 
(ready to go after a knee injury), Armand 
Boglin, Brian Gibson, Ben Brown and 
Chris Godfrey. A strong secondary re- 
turns three starters and also adds safety 
Brandon Dart, who is coming back from a 
knee injury. 
Defensive weaknesses: Few. The Utes 
must find some tackles to place between 
Kauhaahaa and Kia, but there are plenty of 
candidates—headed by Pene Talamaivao. 
Special teams: Dan Pulsipher is among 
the nation’s best kickers and punters, and 
Calbert Beck, a standout cornerback, is an 
outstanding kick returner. 
Key to success: The surprise of the WAC 
last season, the Utes will have to play as 
one of the teams to beat this season. 
Outlook: Utah thrived as a sleeper last 
season, having something to prove after 
playing so long in BYU’s shadow. Now, the 
Utes won't be overlooked, Still, there is 
more than enough returning talent to re- 
peat last season's success, * 

UTES DATA 
Coach: lon MoBride (41-80, 7 years). 
1995 record: 7-4. WAC: 6-2/Tist. 
Key losses: Toole Fa'amoe, DT; Henry Kautusi, OT; Jeff 
Kirkman, DB; Henry Lusk, FB/WRVTE; Kautai Olevao, LB; 
Chris Rae, OT; Rick Tucker, TE; Chad Ventriglia, OT. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Kavin Dyson, WR, 6-2/187, 
J; Mike Fouts, QB, 5-10/165, Sr.; Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala, 
FB, 6-1/272, Soph.; Rocky Henry, WR, 6-0/183, Sr; Todd 
Jackson, G, 6-3/308, Soph; Juan Johnson, RB, 6-2/208, Jr.; 
Bary Sims, G, 6-5/287, Sr.; Darren Walker, G (moved from 
C), 2/261, Soph. Defense (7): Armand Bogln, LB, 6-1/200, 
Sr.; Calbert Beck, CB/KR, 5-9/182, Jr.; Brian Gibson, LB, 6- 
0/240, Sr.; Chad Kauhaahaa, E, 6-2/253, Sr.; Nate Kia, E, 6 
2/242, St; Clarence Lawson, CB, 5-7/168, Jt; Harold Lusk, 
FS, 6-0/193, Sr Kickers (1): Dan Pulsipher, P/K, 6-1/175, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Ben Brown, LB, Sr. Josh Cochran, OT, 
‘Soph; Brandon Dart, $8, Soph. (RS/njury); Chad Folk, C 
(moved from OT), Sr; Chris Godfrey, OLB, J. Keith Harrison, 
Jason Hooks, MLB, J Arts Jackson, 


Keuls, DES (RSmn Terence Keehan, WR, 
Link, OT, Soph, (RSinjury); Mack Livingston, LB 


in Burns, DB, 
Fr; donathon Crosswhite, QB, Jr (JC); Mike Hats, DB, J. 
(UC); GJ, Johnson, TE, Jr. (IC); Daniel Jones, WR, J (JC); 
Taula Lave, MLB, Fr. (RS/inury). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Fuamatu-Ma afala 
(141 att, 884 yds. 97D); Passing: Fouts (828 at, 179 
comp., 12INT, 18D, 2.581 yds.); Recelving: Heny (55 rec, 
£866 yds., 6 TD); Tackles: Lusk (82); Sacks: Kauhaahaa (7). 
Site: Salt Lake City, Stadium: Rice (32,500). 

Last league title won: 1995 (ti) 
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EDICTIO 


MOUNTAIN DIVISION 
UTAH 

2. BRIGHAM YOUNG 
TULSA 


7. NEW MEXICO 
8. TEXAS-EL PASO, 


PACIFIC DIVISION 
1, SAN DIEGO STATE 
2. WYOMING 
3. FRESNO.STATE 
4, AIR FORCE < 
5. COLORADO STATE 
6. HAWAII 
7. SAN JOSE STATE 
8. UNLV 


League playoff champion: UTAH 


Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala is a big (272-pound) 
reason Utah should have a good ground attack. 


SCHEDULE 


Aug, 31—at Utah State 

Sept. 7—at Stanford 

Sept. 44—at Southern Methodist 
Sept. 21—Fresno State 

Sept. 28—Kansas 


Oct, 19—Texas Christian 
Oct, 26—Tulsa 

Nov. 2—at Rice 

Nov, 9—at New Mexico 
Nov, 23—Brigham Young 


Oct, 5—at Texas-El Paso 
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Offensive strengths: Steve Sarkisian isn’t 
quite the next Steve Young/Jim McMahon 
(complete the list at your leisure), but he 
could close the gap this season. The 
Cougars have outstanding tight ends in 
Chad Lewis and Itula Mili, and Sarkisian 
should keep both busy while breaking in a 
mostly new backfield. 

Offensive weaknesses: For now, it’s the 
people lining up behind Sarkisian. But 
there are great expectations for freshman 
Ronney Jenkins, who rushed for a national- 
record 619 yards in one game in the 
California prep ranks, and Brian 
McKenzie, who was the nation's No. 2 JC 
rusher with 1,776 yards, 

Defensive strengths: Led by All-America 
candidate Shay Muirbrook, BYU is strong 
at linebacker. The Cougars also are solid in 
the secondary in the pass-happy WAC— 
thanks to cornerback Tim McTyer, safety 
Eddie Sampson (a former walk-on) and 
coveted JC recruit Omarr Morgan. 
Defensive weaknesses: With redshirt 
freshman Byron Frisch out with a leg frac- 
ture at least for the start of the season, the 
Cougars will be scrambling to fill in on the 
line around outstanding Henry Bloomfield. 
Freshman brothers Shane and Issiah 
Magalei could be ready quickly. They 
might have to be, End Daren Yancey had a 
strong spring. 

Special teams: Kicker Ethan Pochman, 
a senior transfer from Washington, will 
have to step in immediately, Alan 
Boardman is a solid punter, but BYU is far 
more exciting when the other team punts 
(the Cougars’ James Dye is one of the na- 
tion’s top return specialists). 

Key to success: Say what you will about 
the passing-game tradition of the WAC and 
BYU's contribution to that legacy, If BYU 
doesn’t get its defensive line in order 
quickly, teams will run all day on LaVell 
Edwards’ team and keep Sarkisian and Co. 
off the field. 

Outlook: The WAC might be the nation’s 
most changed league (without question, it 
is the largest), but things don’t change 
that much in college football. BYU likely 
will have a lot to say about the league title, 
with the tweaking of its defense possibly 
the key, 


COUGARS DATA 


Coach: LaVell Edwards (214-80-3, 24 years), 

41995 record: 7-4, WAC: 6-2tst 

mie Cook, SS; Elias Faupula, G; Bill Hansen, 
; Hema Heimul, FB; Mike Johnston, WR; Matt Meservey,T; 
John Raass, DT; Stan Rass, LB; Matt Redden, DE; Dermmell 
Reed, CB; Moris Unutoa, C, 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Mark Atuaia, RB, 5-10/200, 
Sr, James Johnson, T, 66/295, St; Chad Lewis, TE, 
6-6/235, St; Kaipo McGuire, WR, 5-10/170, Sr. tua Mili, 
TE, 6-9/240, Sr; Lanry Moore, G (may play C), 6-8290, St; 
Steve Sarkisian, QB, 6:2/210, Sr, Defense (7): Henry 
Bloomfield, T, 6-8/290, Sr. Ed Kehl, E,6-4/265, Soph, Brad 
Martin, LB, 6-1/230, Soph; Tim McTyer, CB, 6-0/180, 
Shay Murbrook, MLB, 6-1/295, St. Eddie Sampson, FS, 6- 
2/495, St; Dennis Simmons, LB, 6-4/230, Sr. Kickers (1): 
‘Alan Boardman, P,6-0/195, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Ben Cahoon, WR, J (RS); Matt Cox, 
OT, ue; dames Dye, WRIKR (moved from DB), St; Lane Hale, 
DDB, Sr; Greg Hoaglund, Gur (RS); Charles Jones, OT, ur. 
(RS); KO. Kealaluhi, WR, Sr; Jared Kennedy, WR, J. (RS); 
Spencer Reid, LB, Jr; Jason Walker, DB, Soph; Daren 
Yancey, DE, Soph. 


i I 


‘Top newcomers: Chris Elson, DB, J. (JC); Bret Engemann, 
QB, Fr; Byron Frisch, DE (might miss part ofthe season be- 
cause o injury), Fr. (RS); Ronney Jenkins, RB, Fr; ssiah 
Magalei, DL, Fr; Shane Magalei, DL, Fr; Brian McKenzie, RB, 
uJ. (JC); Nikia McKinney, DB, Jc. (JC); Omar Morgan, DB, 
(WO); Ethan Pochman, K, St (transfer! Washington); Aaron 
Roderick, WR, Jt (JC); Darin Sagapolu, OL, Jr (IC); Will 
Snowden, RB, Fr; Ned Steams, RB, Fr (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Atuea (101 att, 374 
yds.,5 TD); Passing: Sarkisian (385 at, 250 comp., 14 INT, 
20D, 3,437 yds); Recelving: Mil (96 rec., 440 yds,,3 TD); 
Tackles: Sampson (105); Sacks: Bloomiild, Muirbrook (3.5). 
Site: Provo, Utah, Stadium: Cougar (65,000). 
Last league tile won: 1993 (te). 

SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 24—Texas A&M (Pigskin Classic) Oct. 19—at Tulsa 


‘Aug. 31—Arkansas State Oct. 26 —at TCU 
Sept. {4—at Washington Nov. 2—UTEP 
Sept. 21—New Mexico Nov. Rice 

Sept, 26—Souther Methodist Nov, 16—at Hawaii 
Oct. dat Utah State Nov. 23—at Utah 
Oct. 12-UNIV. 


Offensive strengths: There is all kinds of 
potential in the backfield. Reggie Williams, 
possibly out at season’s outset with a hip 
problem, and Solomon White have had 
their moments when not slowed by in- 
juries. White rushed for 1,003 yards in 
1994 and 574 last season; Williams gained 
729 yards in seven games in '95. 
Quarterback Troy DeGar will have to 
battle John Fitzgerald, who was redshirted 
last year but started as a freshman two 
years ago when DeGar went down with an 
injury. Either will benefit from the pres- 
ence of receiver Wes Caswell (74 catches 
in ’94), who returns after missing last 
season with a hamstring injury. 
Offensive weaknesses: Other than 
Caswell, there is little experience among 
the Golden Hurricane’s receivers. And 
while DeGar continues to hold off 
Fitzgerald, there is the feeling that 
Tulsa’s passing game still lags behind its 
recent past. 
Defensive strengths: Up the middle, 
Tulsa is outstanding with Muadianvita 
Kazadi leading a strong linebacking corps 
and Jeremy Bunch and converted corner- 
back Terrance Joseph an imposing combi- 
nation at safety. 
Defensive weaknesses: Tulsa's pass de- 
fense fell apart last season, and no one has 
won the job at either of the increasingly 
hot corners, Tulsa will try some new faces 
there—JC transfer Earnest King and con- 
verted receiver Marshall Gordon. The pass 
rush might not offer much help, although 
end Salifu Abudulhai has potential. 
Special teams: James Anderson remains 
solid in his third season as Tulsa's kicker, 
and JC recruit Kirk Myrick takes over as 
the punter. Jason Jacoby is a breakaway 
threat as a kick returner. 
Key to success: The offense needs to 
come around—and it should. The pass de- 
fense has to solidify immediately. 
Outlook: The excitement about finally 
having a conference championship to play 
for—and the return of Caswell and other 
key players—could give the Hurricane a 
huge lift. A Utah-like surprise might be dif- 
* ficult in a 16-team league, but things could 
turn around for the Hurricane. 
GOLDEN HURRICANE DATA 
‘Coach: Dave Rader (38-51-18 years). 
1995 record: 4-7 as an independent. 
Key losses: Chris Anderson, TE; Coco Butler, DT; Sedtic 


[UGHAM YOUNG UNVERSTIY 


Brigham Young's Chad Lewis should be one of the best tight 


ends in the nation this season. 


Clark, DE; Mark DeLozier, P; Mark Haberfield, DT; Michael 
Kedzior, WR; David Millwee, C; John Peters, OLB; Malcolm 
Wiliams, OLB. 


Starters : Offense (8): Jason Bennett, FB, 6-3/209, 


7), 6-8/288, Sx; Michael Ruhl T,6-7/280, Jt; Brad Smith, G, 
6-2/282, ut; Solomon White, TB, 58489, Sr. Defense (6): 
Jeremy Bunch, S,6-0207, Sc; Crs Fower, OLB, 5-117210, 
St, Levi Gillen, S, $-10/186, Jt; Terrance Joseph, S (moved 
from CB), 6-2/248, J; Muadianvita Kazadi, LB, 62238, Sr; 
‘Sean OBoyle, E,6-7/28, sr Kickers (1): James Anderson, 
i, 607189, 
Other key returnees: Salifu Abudulhai, DE, Sr; Andrew 
Bates, FB (moved from LB), Sr; Wes Caswell, WR, Jr. 
(RSihamstring); Ryan Farley, DT, Soph.; John Fitzgerald, 
‘QB, Soph. (RS); Marshall Gordon, CB (moved from WR), 
ph; Jason Jacoby, WRIKR (moved from DB), Jc; John 
Lang, DT, J. (RS); Tim Martin, DT, Soph.; Jason Mils, OT, 
‘Soph; John Mosley, WR, Soph.; Brian Sel, S, Jr; Jody 
‘Sparks, OLB, J; Jeff Utter, WR, Sx; Nelson Van Wes, DT, 
Sr; Reggie Wiliams, wy fae (might miss part ofthe 
season because ofinjut 
Top newcome ota Par, CBF (5) cre 
Higgins, TB, ); Kevin Isham, TB, 
6B, dr (GIRS); Jeremy McCiure, LB, Fr sh Kirk Myrick, 
P, Jr. (UC); Damon Savage, WR, Fr. (RS); Rich Young, OLB, 
(00). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Wiliams (144 att, 
728 yds.,4 TD); Passing: DeGar (248 at, 120 comp, 7 INT, 
6D, 1,904 yds); Recelving: Bennett (16 rec. 118 yds., 0 
TD); Tackles: Kazadi (97); Sacks: O'Boyie (6). 
Site: Tulsa, Okla. Stadium: Skelly (40,385). 
Last league title won: None (fist year in WAC). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at SMU Oct. 26—at Utah 
‘Sept. 14at Oklahoma State Nov. 2-New Mexico 
Sept. 21—lowa Nov. TCU 
‘Sepl. 28—at Oklahoma Nov. 16—at Texas-€l Paso 


Nov. 23—at Rios 


Offensive strengths: SMU started ‘spring 
practices during the winter—coaches un- 
derstandably couldn't wait to see make-it- 
happen quarterback Ramon Flanigan back 
in action after losing him on the first play 
of the 95 season. With Flanigan playing be- 
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hind a solid line and with 
more talented (if unproven) 
receivers on hand, SMU’s of- 
fense should be up to WAC 
speed. 

Offensive weaknesses: 
SMU hasn’t had as many 
threats at receiver since 
Flanigan became the trig- 
german. But only Kevin 
Thornal, the lone possession- 
type receiver, has been tested. 
And though Brannon Kidd 
and Keith Chiles are among 
the league’s best up front, the 
line is extremely thin behind 
the starters. 

Defensive strengths: The 
Mustangs are loaded at in- 
side linebacker, where Chris 
Bordano led the Southwest 
Conference in tackles in 
1994 and Craig Swann 
topped the league in 1995 
after replacing the injured 
Bordano. SMU is tough up 
the middle, with tackles 
Jason Evans and Ahmad 
Hayes solid run defenders. 
Defensive weaknesses: As 
strong as SMU is inside, it is 
questionable outside with 
untested ends Warwick 
Woodard and Wendell Wash- 
ington and outside linebackers Jackson 
Moore and Kenneth Imo. 

Special teams: For all its problems re- 
building, SMU always seems to have 
kickers. Daniel Hernandez hasn't tried a 
field goal or an extra point, but the 
Mustangs expect him to be as accurate as 
his predecessors and with a stronger leg. 
Anthony Scotti is a solid punter. 

Key to success: The Mustangs have their 
best collection of standout players since 
their 1989 return from the NCAA death 
penalty but remain terribly thin. Injuries 
have crippled SMU for several seasons and 
could turn the Mustangs from legitimate 
contenders into also-rans. 

Outlook: With Flanigan back, the 
Mustangs believe they can contend in the 
WAC. Flanigan and running back Donte 
Womack should provide more than enough 
offense, but the defense could be lit up by 
the WAC’s passing offenses. 


MUSTANGS DATA 
Goch on Sosy 1-429) 5 or) 
1995 record: 1-10. SWC: 
Key losses: Derek caine 0 3 Ben Crosland, K; Ken Neil, 
Cornell Parker, CB; Eric Tomiin, LB; Rodney Townsend, 
; James Whitmore, WR. 
Starters returning: Otfense (8): Keith Chiles, Sioa ay 

Sr. Soph. 


Other key returnees: Kelsey Adams, QB, St; Chris. 
Bordano,ILB, Jt. (RS/back); Dewey Evans, CB, Soph,; 
Ramon Flanigan, QB, Sr. (RS/ip); Lamont Guiry, WR, 
‘Soph.; Daniel Hernandez, K, Jr.; Kenneth Imo, OLB, Soph.; 
Glenn Ivey, OT, Jt; Albert Johnson, WR, Soph,; Donald 


Mitchel, CB, Soph.; Wendell Washington, DE, Soph.; 
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BRIAN ROBERSON. Fresno State _5-10/170 


JOHN WASHINGTON, TCU 59/165. 


‘JUSTIN SHULL, Colorado State 63/262. 


ALLEN WEATHERS, Fresno State _ 64/310 
63/291 


MATT TYNER. New Mexico, 
JAY KORTH, Wyoming 64/260, 


CARLTON HENDRIX, AirForce _6-9/260,_ 


GEORGE JONES. 


BRANDON TURNER, New Mexico _6-3/283 


RAMON FLANIGAN, SMU G2H75 


Pielelelolaletoelele 


Base Nals 


| SanDeno St 61200 


AME, C 
MUADIANVITAKAZADI, Tulsa 6-2/296 


TIMMcTYER, BYU 6-0/180 


LEE VAUGHN, Wyoming 511/174 


‘JEREMY BUNCH, Tulsa 6.0207 


eeeeseeeeee 
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_BILLY AUSTIN, New Mexico, 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: Michael Gray, RB, Fresno State P 


MICHAEL REEDER, TCU 


DAN PULSIPHER, Utah 


TUCKER | 


IPS, Rice 


K 
P 


NOEL PREFONTS 


DEFENSE: Omarr Morgan, CB, BYU 


KA__ JAMES DYE, BYU 


ka 


_BRIAN ROBERSON, Fresno Stale_5-10/170. 


Warwick Woodard, DE, J 
‘Top newcomers: Damond Blut, WR, Fr. (RS); Chad Cione, 
RB, Fr; Wes Danaher, RB, Fr. Bill Holder, OT, Fr, (RS); 
Rodtick Philips, RB, Fr; Tim Pound, LB, Fr.; Chris Sanders, 
08, Fr; Chad Sennett, CB, Fr, (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Womack (208 att, 
758 yds, 3 10); Passing: Mark Humble (65 att, 27 comp., 
INT, 1 TD, 913 yds.); Recelving: Thomnal (44 rec. 531 yds, 
6 TD); Tackles: Swann (167); Sacks: Swann (4) 

Site: Dallas, Stadium: Cotton Bow (68,252) 

Last league title won: None (rst year in WAC), 


SCHEDULE 
Aug, 31—Tulsa ‘Oct. 19—at Rice 
Sept 7—at Arkansas Oct. 26—New Mexico 
Sept. 44—Utah Nov. 2—at Wyoming 
Sept. 21—at Navy Nov, 9—at Texas-Ei Paso 
Sept. 28—at Brigham Young Nov. 21—Texas Christian 
Oct. 5—Missouri 


Offensive strengths: See last season. 
See every season under Ken Hatfield, at 
every school at which he has coached. 
The Owls will run the ball often and well. 
This season, Spencer George moves back 
to tailback from fullback, where he never 
looked comfortable. The emergence of 
Jamey Whitlock and the arrival of 
Clemson transfer Benji Wood should fill 
the fullback spot. 

Offensive weaknesses: See last season— 
again. Rice’s passing game ranked 103rd in 
the nation, and not even the presence of 
Josh LaRocca for seven games (before a 
season-ending injury) could change that. 
Chad Nelson and Raphael Tillman, good 
option runners, were’no threat as passers 
and now hold the position. 

Defensive strengths: End Ndukwe Kalu 
should be one of the league’s best pass 
rushers. Rice will be well suited to the 
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move to the WAC with a strong sec- 
ondary, led by cornerback Warrick 
Franklin. LaDouphyous McCalla (for- 
merly Shaw) had a good season at the 
other corner after knee surgery and could 
be ready to blossom. 
Defensive weaknesses: Rice desperately 
missed Joe Davis when he was hurt last 
season and now must carry on without him 
and fellow linebacking star Larry Izzo. 
Derrick Williams will have to fill the void. 
There are hopes that another linebacker, 
Thomas Benford, will develop after playing 
as a true freshman last season. 
Special teams: Tucker Phillips was 
among the nation’s top punters last season, 
overshadowing a solid year by kicker Mike 
Ruff. Michael Perry showed signs of be- 
coming an explosive return specialist. 
Key to success: Rice never will be BYU, 
at least under Hatfield, but it must develop 
a passing threat to exploit the things it can 
do while running the ball. 
Outlook: Hatfield has made people be- 
lieve Rice can win again, no small accom- 
plishment after compiling a 7-14-1 record 
in two seasons. The Owls could take the 
next step if the defense overachieves, al- 
lowing the offense to run its time-killing, 
balkcontrol scheme. 

OWLS DATA 
Coach: Ken Hatfield (7-14-1, 2 years; 120-76-4 overall, 17 
years). 
1995 record: 2-8-1. SWC: 1-87th 
Key losses: Adrayil Askew, TE; Joe Davis, OLB; Bobby 
Dixon, CB; Yoney Edmonds, RB; Brynton Goynes, DT; Lamy 
tzz0, OLB; Jay Lamy, S; Josh LaRocca, OB; Eric Ober, OT; 
Jeff Sowell. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Mark Spinner, T, 62/270, 
Jc; Jeremy Thigpen, C, 6-0/265, St; Charles Torello,G, 
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6-1/280, Soph. Jeff Venghaus, WR, 6-0/180, Jr; Mike Vietor, 
, 6-0/265, Soph.; Jamey Whitlock, FB, 6-0/210, Sr. Defense 
(6): Andy Ciion, E,6-2/240, J; Warrick Franklin, CB, 5- 
410/180, Sr: Ndukwe Kalu, E, 6-4/245, Sr; Lary Thompson, 
NT, 59/255, dr; Derick Willams, MLB, 6:1/235, Sr, Kickers 
(2): Tucker Philips, P, 6-2/210, Sc; Mike Ruf, K, 510/180, Sr, 
Other key returnees: Thomas Benford, LB, Soph.; Spencer 
Geoige, TB (moved from FB), Sr; Byron Godlrey, RB, J; 
Kelione Gordon, RB, Soph. Shan Jackson, OT (moved from 
TE), Soph,; Lyndon Lee, S, Soph; LaDouphyous McCalla 
(name changed from Shaw), CB, Soph,; Chad Nelson, QB, 
sr Paki Nelson, G, dr Rashad Reynolds, LB, Soph.; Aaron 
Stanley, §, Sr; Russell Streeter, NG, J; Raphael Tilman, QB, 


‘SMU is hoping for an injury-free season from 
do-it-all quarterback Ramon Flanigan. 


Reggie Williams had a successful freshman 
‘season for Tulsa, rushing for 729 yards, 


Soph; Jason Winship, NT, Sr 

‘Top newcomers: Yinka Adenij LB, Fr (RS/Injury); Karion 

Bedford, DB, Fr, (RS); Anthony Grif, RB, Fr; Scott Grimes, 

KiP, Ft; Clint Leschber, QB, Fr. Travis Ortega, OB, Fr; Chad 

Richardson, QB, Fr; Lany Rufn, DB, Fr, (RS); Aaron 

Sandoval, OL, Fr; Benj Wood, FB, Jr, (ransferClemson). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Whitlock (76 at, 

995 yds, 7 1D); Passing: Tilman (32 att, 17 comp, 3 INT, 0 

TD, 189 yds,); Recelving: Venghaus (22 ec, 971 yds, 

1 TD); Tackles: Frankin (62); Sacks: Kalu (7). 

Site: Houston. Stadium Rice (70,000), 

Last league title won: None (ist yearin WAC), 
SCHEDULE 

Sopt.7—at Ohio State Oct. 26—at Texas-El Paso 

Sept. 14—at Tulane Noy. 2—Uiah 

Sepl.21—Kansas State Nov, 9~at Brigham Young 

Sep. 28a Ai Force Nov, 16—at Texas Christian 

Oct, 5—New Merico Nov. 28—Tulsa 

Oct, 19Southern Mathodlst 


TEXAS CHRISTIAN 


Offensive strengths: Most of the line is 
solid. Center Ryan Tucker is, in fact, domi- 
nant—one of the nation’s top linemen, At 
290 pounds (at least), Tucker still looks 
and runs like the tight end he was when he 
began his career, Receiver John 
Washington still looks and runs like a 
sprinter and should be an outstanding deep 
threat if TCU can come up with someone 
to get him the ball. 

Offensive weaknesses: The search for 
Andre Davis’ tailback successor has gone 
well. Basil Mitchell, a sophomore who sat 
out last season, was outstanding in the 
spring, and Sterling Boyd is coming off his 
best spring after several years in which he 
didn’t live up to his billing. Still, neither 
player is Davis. And none of four quarter- 
backs—including redshirt freshmen Royce 
Huffman and Jeff Dover—has reminded 
anyone of Max Knake, the departed TCU 
record-setter. A fifth candidate, JC transfer 
Fred Taylor, might step in, 

Defensive strengths: TCU could have 
one of the best lines in the WAC if ends 
Chance McCarty and Matt Harper (who 
lettered at Stanford in 1993) blossom as ex- 


pected. Gaylon Hyder already is a force in- 
side, and Bernard Oldham is solid, too, 
Defensive weaknesses: Scott Taft and 
Geoff Stephens are good linebackers, but 
neither is the force or the playmaker that 
Lenoy Jones was for three seasons. And 
the secondary remains shaky, though 
there are hopes for Oklahoma State 
transfer Barry Browning. 
Special teams: Michael Reeder was the 
nation’s top kicker last season—he made 
23-0f-25 field-goal attempts—and will try to 
add duties as a punter. Washington is a na- 
tional honors candidate as a kick returner. 
Key to success: Pat Sullivan likes a bal- 
anced, conservative offense. Still, the 
coach would like to have a quarterback 
who can throw at least as well as he can 25 
years after winning his Heisman, The TCU 
line is good—but not good enough to move 
the ball on the ground if someone doesn’t 
provide a legitimate passing threat. 
Outlook: TCU’s defense is improving but 
can’t carry the team. If Taylor is the an- 
swer at quarterback, he will find—as 
Knake did—plenty of targets. 

HORNED FROGS DATA 
Coach: Pat Sullivan (19-25-1, 4 years). 
1995 record: 6-5, SWC: 3-4/5th 
Key losses: Clifford Barnes, OT; Chris Brastield, FL; Kevin 
Brewer, G; Brian Collins, TE; Andre Davis, TB; Lenoy Jones, 
LB; Max Knake, QB; Rick LaFavers, FS; Chuckie McWilliams, 
(OB; Chis Piland, DE; Tyrone Roy, ILB; Hayes Rydel, DE; 
Beau Stephens, P. 
Starters returning: Otfenso (5): Mark Cortez, T,6-9/200, Je; 
Fabian Stegall, G, 6-3/270, St; Ryan Tucker, C, 6-6/290, St; 
‘John Washington, WR, §-9/165, Sr, Koi Woods, FB, 60/225, 
Jt. Defense (5): Gaylon Hyder, T, 6-5/285, Sr.; Berard 
Oldham, NT, 6-2/280, Sr; Chris Staten, SS, 5-11/172, Soph,; 
Geoff Stephens, OLB, 6-0/215, Sr; Godfrey Whita, CB, 
5-10/180, Jr. Kickers (1); Michael Reeder, K, 6-0/162, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Cedric Allen, CB, Sr, Sterling Boyd, 
TB, St. Tony Brown, OLB, Sr.; Jay Davern, OLB, Jr, (RS/med- 
ical); Greg Davis, OT, Soph.; Chance McCarty, DE, Jr; Basil 
Mitchell, TB, Soph, (RS); Joseph Phipps, SS (moved from 
LB), Soph. (RS); Ashby Porter, LB, Sr.; James Smith, G, 
Soph,; Todd Stanford, QB, Jr; Scott Taft, MLB, Jr; Jason 
Tucker, WR, Jt; Travis Wilson, TE, Soph, 
Top newcomers: Barry Browning, FS, Soph, 
(transfer/Oklahoma State); Garth Davies, QB, Jr, (JC); Jett 
Dover, QB, Fr. (RS); Matt Harper, DE, Jr. (JC/RS); Royce 
Huffman, QB, Fr (RS); Reggie Hunt, RB, Fr; Akl Johnson, 
DE, Fr. (RS); Doug Loeser, G, Jr. (JC); Torrie Simmons, WR, 
Fr. (RS); Fred Taylor, QB, Jr. (JC); John Williams, FB, Fr, 
(RS); Kyle Williams, TE, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Woods (74 at, 47 
yds., 2D); Passing: None; Receiving: Washington (52 rec, 
‘699 yds., 6 TD); Tackles: Stephens (80); Sacks: Six tied with 1 
Site: Fort Worth, Texas. Stadium: Amon G. Carter (46,000), 
‘Last league title won: None (first year in WAC), 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—al Oklahoma Oct. 26—Brigham Young 
Sept. 44—Kansas Nov. 2—UNLV 
Sept. 28—at New Mexico Nov, Sat Tulsa 
Ocl 5—at Tulane Nov, 16-—Rice 
Oct. 12—Teras-£i Paso Nov. 21—at SMU 
Oot, 19—at Utah 


7. NEW MEXICO 


Offensive strengths: Led by Brandon 
Turner and Matt Tyner, New Mexico 
should have a formidable line, which re- 
turns intact, The situation up front figures 
to allow Dennis Franchione to open things 
up for quarterback Donald Sellers, espe- 
cially while New Mexico tries to rebuild in 
the backfield. 

Offensive weaknesses: Tailback 
Winslow Oliver (915 yards, 5.6 yards per 
carry) will be missed, but a large group of 


THE PRESSURE’S ON 
Flanigan must win— - 
and put fans in the seats 


‘There is a potential for greatness on 
every play. But SMU needs more from 
quarterback Ramon Flanigan. 

Yes, the Mustangs have shown 
signs of life around Flanigan, but that 
hasn’t been enough to lift the school's 
football program from the ignominy of 
being ignored in Dallas. It has been a 
Tong, hard climb back 
for SMU after it re- 
ceived the death 
penalty almost a 

| decade ago (because 
of rules infractions, 
the university didn't 
field football teams in 
| ee Ay 
ni is what has 
| been missing, lost on GEIS) 
the first play of the 1995 season be- 
cause of a dislocated hip but back 
now—and apparently ready to play at 
full strength and top speed, 

It’s difficult for a team to attract at- 
tention when it compiles 1-9-1 and 1-10 
records, as the Mustangs have done in 
the past two seasons, But a healthy 

igan might change all that, 

“He's a playmaker, exciting, fun to 
watch,” SMU coach Tom Rossley says. 
“He gets people out of theit seats. 
Sometimes see him and I'm just a fan, 


wal i. 
As the Mustangs move from the sto- 
ried Southwest Conference to the far- 
| flung Western Athletic Conference, 
Flanigan remains the key to their 
| chances. More than that, this scram- 
bling blur of a run-and-shoot operative 
is SMU's No. 1 hope of drawing fans to 
its Cotton Bowl home field the way 
Doak Walker did generations ago, long 
before everything came crashing down. 
“We have to win, but we also have to 
put on a show,” Rossley says. “But if he 
(Flanigan) has two or three games in 
which he puts on the Ramon show, 
people will hear—and come to watch.” 
SMU’s football-playing survival 
might depend on Flanigan's ability to | 
draw fans, And Flanigan understands 
this, even if his first priority is to avoid 
the physical misfortune that has | 
plagued him, 
“T's been frustrating, the knock of 
| me not being durable when they've all 
been freak accidents (hip, hamstring, | 
shoulder and thumb injuries and 
mononucleosis),” says Flanigan, who 
for six touchdowns and ran for 
12 more in 1994. “But I feel stronger 
now because of the year off. And with 
‘te back, and our schedule now some- 
thing we can handle, we have a chance. 
“People just have to come out. Then 
they'll see. We'll take care of the rest.” 
—JONATHAN FEIGEN 
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candidates and an experienced line should 
make replacing him easier. 
Defensive strengths: New coordinator 
Gary Patterson will build his attacking-style 
defense around inside linebackers Blake 
Irwin and Daniel Johnson, with line- 
backer/safety hybrid Antoine Wright and 
end Buddy Billingsley playing key roles, 
too. The Lobos also are strong at safety, 
manned by Scott McGarrahan and Billy 
Austin. 
Defensive weaknesses: The young and 
thin line will count heavily on redshirt 
freshmen Travis Journagan and Frans 
Dinkelmann. 
Special teams: Kicker Colby Cason was 
inconsistent last season but did show po- 
tential. Jason Bloom was a solid punter. 
Franchione hopes Larry Brown can re- 
place Oliver as a return specialist. 
Key to success: The young defensive line 
must develop immediately. In Patterson's 
scheme, the line doesn’t have to carry the 
defense, but it must keep opposing lines 
off the linebackers. 
Outlook: Franchione will keep the offense 
going, especially with a strong line and 
good quarterback at his disposal. But the 
defense might continue to struggle in a 
strong offensive league. And though solid, 
the offense isn’t going to outscore oppo- 
nents very often. 

LOBOS DATA 
Coach: Dennis Franchione (18-27, 4 years; 98-46-2 overal, 
19 years). 
1995 record: 4-7. WAC: 2-6/T7th. 
Key losses: Art Celestine, CB; Chris Griffin, TE; Steve 
‘Malonson, DT (lines); Coby Mansell, P; Winslow Oliver, TB; 
Fe Pagador, WR; Terrence Sharper, CB; Raston Thomas, 


Serta: Offense (7): Andy Gleason, G, 6-5/292, 
‘Sr; Shane Jaeger, T, 6-2/272, Jr; Kevin Ned, G, 6-9/842, Sx; 


Donald Sellers, QB, 6-1/180, Sr.; Chris Shelton, FB, 5-10/230, 
‘Jt; Brandon Tumer, C, 6-3/283, Sr.; Matt Tyner, T, 63/29, Jt. 
Defense (7): Bily Austin, FS, §-10/187, Jk; Buddy Bilingsley, 


ILB, 6-0/219, Jr; Daniel Johnson, ILB, 5-11/225, Sr.; Scott 
McGarrahan, S, 6-1/198, Soph.; Antoine Wright, LEVSS, 6- 
(0/220, Soph. Kickers (2): Jason Bloom, P, 65/190, Soph; 


WR, Sr.; Chris Carroll, DE, Sr.; Chili Davis, CB, Sr; 
Garrison, DT, Soph.; Tommy Hemphill, TE, Soph.; Che" 
Johnson, TB, Soph.; Bertrand Martin, WR, Jt.; Derick Milner, 
‘CB, Soph.; Jamie Oliver, CB (moved from WR), J. (RS); 
Milton Thomas, WR, Sr.; Chris Wallace, G, Soph. (RS); John 
Wingate, DE, Jr; Jameal Woods, CB, Jr. 

‘Top newcomers: Jason Carson, OT, Fr. (RS); Frans 

(RS); Tony Doran, TE, Jt. (JC); Isamu 


Marion, RB, Jr, ( 
Sampson, SS, Fr. (RS); Martinez Wiliams, WR, F. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Seles (134 at, 
494 yds, 8 TD); Passing: Sellers (195 att, 121 comp.,3 INT, 
41 TD, 1,693 yds.); Receiving: Banks (19 rec. 290 yds, 
BID ued ins 2 Sacks: Epps (6). 

verge, Stadum: Unversiy (218) 
ieecgis ao tent 1964. 


SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 31—at New Mexico State Oct. 19—San Diego State 


Sepl.7—Northem Arizona Oct. 26—at SMU 

Sept. 14—Central Floida Nov. 2—at Tulsa 

Sept. 21—at Bigham Young Nov. $—Uteh 

Sept. 28—Texas Christan Nov. 23 Texas-El Paso 
(ct: 5—at Rice 


8. TEXAS-EL PASO 


Offensive strengths: We're looking. 
Actually, that’s not quite fair. John Rayborn 
struggled last season, but no more than 
would be expected of a freshman quarter- 
back. And he did show signs of better 
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‘Texas-El Paso’s Michael Comer is a tackling 
machine: He had 152 for the Miners last year. 


things, particularly in the spring. And 
though tailback Toraino Singleton is gone, 
Joseph Polk should be a solid successor. 
Slotback Cedric Johnson might develop 
into a big-play receiving threat if Rayborn 
gets adequate protection. 
Offensive weakness: UTEP must rebuild 
a struggling line, although there are hopes 
for freshman Robert Carter and JC transfer 
Brad Davis. 
Defensive strengths: The Miners begin 
with Michael Comer, one of the most con- 
sistent forces in the linebacker-strong 
WAC, and add talented Dale Kirry and 
transfer Matt Kennedy to an outstanding 
collection of linebackers. The Miners have 
four experienced players in the sec- 
ondary—Ray Bailie, David Terrell, Darius 
Ellison and Michael Hicks. 
Defensive weaknesses: The success of 
new coordinator Bill Clay’s switch to a 3-4 
might depend greatly on Phillip 
Hippolyte’s performance at nose tackle. 
Jason Dixon will have to play well at end to 
keep foes off the linebackers. 
Special teams: Cedric Johnson holds 
school records for career and season re- 
turn yardage. Jon Olsen, a good punter last 
season, will try to be a good kicker as well 
this season. 
Key to success: It’s not enough to simply 
replace Singleton, which is challenge 
enough, but UTEP must rebuild the offen- 
sive line and hope Rayborn grows with it. 
Outlook: It could be another tough 
season. Contrary to reputation, some 
teams have relied upon defense and won in 
the WAC. But UTEP’s defense isn't ready 
for such a task, and the offense isn’t ready 
to win consistently, either. 

MINERS DATA 
Coach: Charis Bailey (5-17-1, 2 years; 17-27-3 overall, 5 
years). 
1995 record: 2-10. WAC: 1-7/10th. 
Key losses: Alvin Black, WR; Lawrence Brown, FB; Raymond 
Lindholm, CB; Chris Pikes, CB; Aaron Plante, OLB; Toraino 
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‘Singleton, TB; Jesse Villareal, G; Marshall Young, K. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Jason Blair, TE, 6-5/262, Sr.; 
Keith Boyd, C, 6-3/284, Sr.; Nick Griego, G, 6-3/280, Sr.; 
Cedi Johnson, RB, 57/173, Sr; John Raybor, QB, 


dason Dixon, E, 6-17260, ohn Houser, NT, 6-2/242, Jr. 
Best. OLB, 
4/216, Soph; Dale Kiny, ILB, 6-0/229, Soph; David Terrell, 
FS, 6-2/172, Jr. Kickers (1); Jon Olsen, KIP, 6-1/163, Sr. 


Carpenter, WR, Soph 
Gonzalez, SS, J; Aaron Grinstead, DE, Sr; Matt Hick! OB, 
Soph lho Hicks, CB, Soph. (RS); Philip Hippolyt, NT, 

‘Sr; Terrence Johnson, RB, J. (RSinjury); Leonard Lia, QB, 
Andros Long, CB, Sr; Joseph Pak, RB, Soph; Jesus 
Rentria, OT, St; Tony Rodiguez, TE, Sr. (RS/academics); 
‘Abdul Stewart, G, Sr; Hal Stansbury, RB, Soph; Yancy 
Tumer, OT, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Terrance Blaine, LB, Jr. (JC); Robert Carter, 
G. Fr; Carey Clayton, OLB, Fr; Brad Davis, G, Jt. (JC); Mike 
Deal, DE, Soph. (Prop 48); Elze Johnson, RB, Fr; Matt 
Kennedy, LB, ur (JC); Pat Noris, RB, dr. (IC); Mike Pry, C, Fr. 
(BS); Tony Wailace, NT, Jt. (IC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Raybom (111 att, 
256 yds., 4 TD); Passing: Raybom (295 at, 156 comp, 13. 
INT, 1670, 1,913 yds.); Recelving: ohnson (28 rec, 479 
yds, 57D); Tackles: Comer (152); Sacks: Dixon (5). 
Site: E} Paso, Texas. Stadium: Sun Bow (62,000) 
Last league title won; None. 

SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at Arizona ‘Oct. 12—at Texas Christian 
Sept. 14 New Mexico Stale Oct. 26—Rice 
Sept. 21—at San Jose Stata Nov. 2—at Brigham Young 
‘Sept. 28—at Norther Ilinois Nov. $—Southern Methodist 
Now. 16—Tuisa 


PACIFIC DIVISION 
1. SAN DIEGO STATE 


Offensive strength: 
American running back George Jones. 2. 
Two 1,000-yard receivers in Will Blackwell 
and Az Hakim. 3. Three-year starting quar- 
terback Billy Blanton. 4. Four returning 
starters in the line, including gifted tackle 
Kyle Turley. All from an outfit that ranked 
seventh nationally in total offense (482.1 
yards per game) and 12th in scoring (33.4 
points per outing). Jones, who set a WAC 
season rushing record, was a popular sub- 
ject for pro scouts in spring practice. 
Offensive weaknesses: Dig deep and 
one could say depth behind Blackwell and 
Hakim is suspect. But even that’s a reach 
with the presence of Taj Johnson, a Miami 
Hurricanes transfer. 

Defensive strengths: The entire back 
seven returns from a defense that yielded 
fewer than 30 points a game (23.6) for only 
the second time in nine years. While that is 
considered poor on a national scale, the 
figure is one worthy of championships in 
the fast-break WAC. AlHeague cornerback 
Ricky Parker headlines a secondary that 
helped the team lead the nation in intercep- 
tions (26). James Heggins is a valuable ad- 
dition, coming over from the disbanded 
Pacific program. Craigus Thompson is a 
force at linebacker. 

Defensive weaknesses: There are 
major question marks in the line, where 
three of four starters must be replaced. 
Even with a veteran crew last year, the 
Aztecs were mauled on the ground (371 
yards) by Wyoming in a late home loss 
that tainted the programs first winning 
season since 1991. The front was a re- 
cruiting priority, with JC tackle Cam 
Chance being the prize catch. 
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Special teams: Punter Noel Prefontaine 
and kicker Peter Holt return. Prefontaine’s 
43-yard average ranked 13th nationally, 
Holt, who will have to fight to keep his job, 
made 11-of-16 field-goal attempts but 
missed seven of 47 conversion tries. 
Key to success: Blanton's performance in 
big games. His three-interception outing in 
a defeat at BYU spoiled an otherwise phe- 
nomenal season. His supporting cast is so 
deep that Billy doesn’t have to be a hero— 
merely good. And-he surely has the ability 
to be that. 
Outlook: San Diego State’s down-the- 
stretch collapses have become a bad joke. 
Interestingly, this season marks the 10th 
anniversary of the Aztecs’ only champi- 
onship as an 18-year WAC member. They 
have the talent and schedule to chase title 
No, 2. If San Diego State prevails against 
Colorado State on October 26 in its lone 
tough WAC road game, an 8-0 league 
record and a Pacific Division crown are 
real possibilities, 

AZTECS DATA 
Coach: Ted Toliner (12-11, 2 years; 38-31-1 overall, 6 years) 
1995 record: 8-4. WAC: 5-3/5th. 
Key losses: Avo Avetisyan, DE; Roger Blake, DT; Chris 
Finch, G; La'Rol Glover, DT; DeAndre Maxwell, RB; Zach 
‘Smith, TE. 
Starters returning: Offense (8); Will Blackwell, WA, 6-0/180, 
ly Blanton, QB, 6-0/190, Sr; Az Hakim, WR, §-10/175, 
George Jones, RB, 5-9/210, St, Dan Nilsen, C, 6-4/200, 
nj Ephraim Salaam, 7, 6-7/290, Jt; Kyle Turley, T, 6:6/308, 
‘Jt; Robert Whitman, G, 6-3/305, Jr. Defense (8): Adrian loja, 
E, 6-3/255, Sr.; Sam Lawanson, OLB, 6-0/230, 7 
CB, 5-7/155, Soph,; Julius McChristian, SS, 5-10/195, Jr; 
Jason Moore, FS, §-10/180, Jr.; Ricky Parker, CB, 6 
11205, Sr,; Craigus Thompson, OLB, 6-1/230, Sr.; Joe Tuipala, 
MLB, 6-1/235, Soph. Kickers (2): Peter Holt, K, & 
10/170, St.; Noel Prefontaine, P, 6-0/200, Sr, 
‘Other key returnees: Femi Ayanbadejo, TE, St. LeAndrew 
Childs, WR, Jr. (RS/academics); Diallo Garrison, DT, Jr; 
Darcel Glover 
DE, Sr.; Kevin McKechnie, Derek Norman, LB,, 
(RS/academics); Steve Robinson, CB, Jr,; Nio Santos, 
Justin Watson, RB, Jr. 
‘Top newcomers: Cam Chance, DT, Jr. (JC); Dan Dorsey, DT, 
Jt. (UC); Chad Flick, TE, ur, (JC); Charles Gilmore, OL, Jt 
(JC); Marty Graham, RB, Fr.; James Heggins, CB, Jr. 
(transter/Pacific); Ta] Johnson, WR, Jr, (transfer/Miami, Fla,); 
Jason Mahaffey, WR, Jt (JC); Mike Malano, G, Fr. (RS); 
Jesus Reyes, WR, ur. (transferiNorther Arizona); James 
Stewart, CB, Jr. (IC), 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Jones (305 att, 
1,842 yds., 23 TD); Passing: Blanton (389 att., 243 comp., 14 
INT, 23 7D, 3,300 yds,); Recelving: Blackwell (86 rec, 1,207 
yds, 8 TD); Tackles: Thompson (99); Sacks: loja (6). 
Site: San Diego. Stadium: Jack Murphy (61,121), 
Last league title won: 1986. 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—Wdaho Oct 26—at Colorado State 
Sept. 44—at Califomia Nov. 2~at San Jose State 
Sept, 21—Okiahoma Nov. §—Wyoming 

Oct. 5—Alt Force Nov, 16—al UNLV 

Oct, 12—Hawali Nov. 23—Fresno State 


Oct. 19—at New Mexico 


2.WYOMING 
Offensive strengths: If it’s possible to be 
a Heisman Trophy contender in Laramie, 
Wyo., Marcus Harris is the man. 
Deceptively fast, Harris has a good shot to 
become the first player in NCAA history to 
produce three consecutive 1,400-yard re- 
ceiving seasons. Josh Wallwork will get the 
ball to him, running back Len Sexton will 
take the heat off the passing game and the 
best offensive line in school history (led by 
tackle Steve Scifres) will make things con- 
venient for everyone. 
Offensive weaknesses: They don't get 


much bigger than Sexton (5-11, 171 
pounds) in a backfield that lacks a horse 
for the Cowboys to ride in short-yardage 
situations, Tight end troubles may con- 
tinue. And there's not the type of overall 
speed to stretch a defense. Still, six-year 
coach Joe Tiller always seems to find a way 
to put up big numbers. 

Defensive strengths: Middle linebacker 
Jim Talich and cornerback Lee Vaughn 
stoke a unit that returns all but three 
starters from a group that soared to second 
in total defense and first in pass defense in 
the WAC under first-year coordinator Brock 
Spack. The secondary remains intact after 
surrendering only eight touchdown passes 
in 95. That’s amazing in the WAC, 
Defensive weaknesses: The departure of 
four-year starter Joe Cummings, one of the 
school’s all-time greats at end, leaves a 
gaping hole. His bookend, Mark Brook, 
also is gone after lettering four times. 
Junior college and freshmen help is on the 
way, but glossy resumes don’t go very far 
in chasing down the WAC’s quick-draw 
quarterbacks. 

Special teams: Nothing less than special 
with junior Cory Wedel, a Groza Award 
semifinalist, who has made 53-of-54 PAT 
attempts and 20-of-24 field-goal tries in his 
career, The question is punting, where 


Despite playing in the hinterlands, Marcus 
Harris is a legitimate All-American candidate, 


(JC); Wendel Montgomery, WE 


Brian Gragert, No. 2 nationally last season, 
must be replaced. 
Key to success: Wallwork’s health. He 
had several injuries last year and the 
Cowboys were clearly not the same 
without him. Wallwork finished 15th na- 
tionally in total offense (254.4 yards per 
game) despite the nicks. Harris is sure to 
see 11 weeks of double-teaming, so 
‘Wallwork must show confidence in other 
targets. 
Outlook: This team appears far more 
skilled than the school’s 1993 outfit that 
shared the WAC title. A favorable 
schedule points strongly to a 6-0 start in 
the WAC. But then come the biggies: at 
San Diego State on November 7 and at 
Colorado State on November 16. A split 
could get the Cowboys into the WAC 
championship game. 

COWBOYS DATA 
Coach: ate ek Hic 


ey losses: ian ok Of i Cummings, DE; Bian 
cael P; Jason Holanda, OLB; Ryan Oman, G, 
Starters returning: Offense (10): Rb Bohlinger, T, 6- 
9/275, Jr; Kirby Drube, TE, 6-5/285, Soph.; Marcus Harris, 
WR, 6-2/214, St. Jay Korth, G, 6-4/280, Jr; Richard Peace, 
WR, 6-1/187, Sr; Rob Rathbun, C, 6-8/265, Sr; David Sarat, 
WR, 5:101176, St; Steve Solfes,T, 6-5/286, Sr; Len 
Sexton, AB, 511/171, Sr, dosh Wallwork, QB, 6-3/207, Sr, 
Dalene 0: dao weaaon Co, S178 
1B, 6: 
oan Brn Leu, T, 66/265, Sr; 
6-1/280, Jr; Greg Van Leer, SS, 5-11/189, Jr; Lee Vaughn, 
CB, 511/174, Sr. Kickers (1): Cory Wedel, K, 5-9/180, Jr 
Other key returnees: Josh Amundson, RB, Soph; Marques 
Brigham, RB, Soph. John Davis, OB, Sr; Shane Glasser, G, 
st; Stuart Hansen, DE, Jr; Julian Hooker, WR, Soph. (RS); 
‘Waymon Levingston, CB, Sr; Monti Peny, DT, Sr.; Chuck 
Polson, LB, Sr. Chris Stanton, P, Soph. 
‘Top newcomers: Tim Beasley, RB, Fr (RS); Marcus 
Brunson, WR, Fr; Jason Dreessen, DE, Fr. (RS); DJ. Elo, 
LB, Fr. (RS); John Hooper, WR, Jt. (JC); Jeff Leonard, DE, Jr. 
Fr. (RS); Jeremy Six, 0B, 
ut (JC); Jay Stoner, QB, Fr,; Kalim Underwood, LB, Jr (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Sexton (129 att, 
80 yds, 5 TD); Passing: Wallwork (271 att, 163 comp, 18 
INT, 21 7D, 2,963 yds); Receiving: Haris (78 rec., 1,423 
yds., 14 TD); Tackles: Tlich (103); Sacks: Lou (5). 
Site: Laramie, Wyo. Stadium: War Memorial (83,500), 
Last league title won; 1993 (to) 


SCHEDULE 
‘Oct. 12—Westem Michigan 


Aug. 31—Hdaho 


Sept. 7—al lowa State ct. 19—Fresno State 

Sept. 44—Hawa Nov. 2—Southern Methodist 
Sept. 21—Aic Force Nov, 7—at San Diego State 
Sept, 28—at UNLV Nov. 16—at Colorado State 


Oct. 5—at San Jose State 


| ___3. FRESNO STATE | 
Offensive strengths: The Bulldogs are 
well-armed for the pass-happy WAC. Coach 
Jim Sweeney says Jim Arellanes, who fin- 
ished seventh nationally in passing effi- 
ciency last season, has NFL skills, Then 
there's Richie Donati, who has 16 career 
starts and 4,144 passing yards. Arellanes’ 
suspect footwork should be masked by a 
veteran front. Brian Roberson is the latest 
in a series of outstanding receivers, and 
running backs Michael Pittman and JC im- 
port Michael Gray combine speed, power 
and size, 

Offensive weaknesses: For the first time 
in years, the Bulldogs’ receiving depth be- 
hind their go-to targets is lacking. If vet 
eran center Gary Osmundson goes down, 
snap exchanges will become an adventure. 
Run blocking needs to be upgraded. 
Defensive strengths; Senior strong safety 
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Omar Stoutmire led 
the WAC and set a 
school record with a 
staggering 198 tackles 
in ’95, Veteran tackles 
Bryan Robinson and 
Lumumba Neal fortify 
the front, and AJ. 
Gass is a high-octane 
outside linebacker. 
Defensive weak- 
nesses: Stoutmire set 
records for two rea- 
sons: his ability and 
the lack of same 
among the front 
seven. He faces an- 
other busy year with 
the make-over of the 
Jinebacking corps and: 
dependence on new 
faces up front. 
Special teams: The 
Bulldogs will get a 
kick out of Johan 
Lyssand (field goals, 
PATs), but they need 
continued improve- 
ment from punter Jeff 
Roberts. Better field 
position will come only 
with better punt and 
kickoff coverage. 

Key to success: 
Following the pro- 
gram’s first consecutive losing seasons 
since 1980-81, some form of success must 
be gleaned from a wicked season-opening 
schedule featuring Oregon at home and 
Auburn and Utah on the road. A 0-3 start 
may have Bulldogs fans thinking basket- 
ball (spelled T-a-r-k-a-n-i-a-n) in late 
September. 

Outlook: Sweeney, 67, is determined and 
resilient. He has had seven major surgeries 
in six years, had a near-fatal car accident in 
March, replaced three coaches and 
weeded out a few less-than-devoted 
players. He is four career victories shy of 
200. The offense will assure that landmark 
for the coach, but the defense can guar- 
antee very little—unless new coordinator 
Robin Ross is a miracle worker. 


BULLDOGS DATA 
Coach: Jim Sweeney (189-68-3, 18 years; 196-147-4 overall, 
31 years). 
1995 record: 5-7. WAC:2-67T7th. 
Key losses: Reggie Brown, FB; Steve Casner, DE; Woody 
Green, CB (quit team); Dan Han, OT; Charlie Jones, WR; 
Gene Smith, LB. 


Sargeant, 
Ona Stout, 8S (moved tom FS) 5 195, St; Seve 
Wilson, CB, 510/175, St. Kickers (2): Johan Lyssand, K, 
5-7/150, Soph, Jeff Roberts, P, 6-4/215, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Kevin Adams, OLB, Soph; Jim 
Arellanes, OB, Sr; Leroy Colber, DE, Sr; Chris Conrad, G, 
dt AJ. Gass, LB, Jr; Cory Hall, CB, Soph.; Ryan Holmes, 
MLB, J; Chris Lee, G, J; Scott Mueller, G, St; Danny 
Wiliams, DE, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Randi Bishop, WR, Jr, (JC); Michael Gray, 
TB, Jt (JC); Tyrell Grayson, LB, Fr; Robert Jenkins, FB, J. 
(RS); Greg Minnates, WR, Jr. (RSIJC); Akka-Ar Moses, 
Fr; Ryan Negrete, DE, Jr. (JC); Alan Nicholas, MLB, de. (UG): 


Omar Stoutmire made 198 tackles last season, proof that Fresno’s front 
‘seven was woeful. For the Bulldogs to improve, his tackle total must drop. 


Malama Scanian, DE, Sx (ransferiowa Wesleyan). 
5: Rushing: Pittman (127 at, 


1); Takes Suite 199 Sacks Robison (2) 
Site: Fresno, Calf. Stadium: Buldog (41,031). 
Last league title won: 1283 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 3—Oregon ‘Oct. 26—at UNLV 
‘Sept. 7—at Auburn Nov. 2—Boise State 
‘Sep. 21—at Utah Nov. $—Colorado State 
Nov. 16—Air Foree 


Oct. 19—at Wyoming 


Offensive strengths: At a school 
renowned for the option, this is an easy 
choice—quarterback Beau Morgan. One 
of only eight players in NCAA history to 
exceed 1,000 yards passing and rushing in 
one season, he returns as the WAC’s most 
prolific player. As a junior, he accounted for 
31 touchdowns—six more than anyone 
else in the league. 

Offensive weaknesses: Morgan, fullback 
Nakia Addison and guard Carlton Hendrix 
are the Falcons’ only returning starters. 
There's no question Morgan rivals 1989 
Heisman Trophy finalist Dee Dowis as the 
finest quarterback in Air Force history, but 
Houdini would have trouble performing 
magic in the wishbone offense without 
proper blocking up front. And the Falcons 
face a severe challenge replacing four 
starters in the line. Further, three-year 
starting halfback Jake Campbell is gone, as 
are wide receiver Richie Marsh and tight 
end Steve Hendricks. 

Defensive strengths: If quality up the 
middle counts in football, the Falcons are in 
good shape with linemen Cameron Curry, 
Jamie Maunz and Chris Schweighardt and 
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linebackers Lee Guthrie and Steve 
Fernandez. 

Defensive weaknesses: Pass coverage, 
which, in the WAC, is like exposing your 
chin to Mike Tyson. Free safety LeRon 
Hudgins and cornerback Kelvin King 
have been secondary pillars, but they 
have departed. Replacing pass-rush spe- 
cialist Brian McCray at outside linebacker 
won't be easy, either. 

Special teams: There will be more re- 
building in this department, with the loss 
of Steve Carr, the nation’s 10th-ranked 
punter, and kicker Randy Roberts. 

Key to success: Quick progress from the 
lettermen who figure to replace the four 
departed offensive linemen. If they’re 
merely good, Morgan will make them look 
great. He’s that special. 

Outlook: Beau knows success under pres- 
sure, but most of his starting teammates 
don’t. That will become evident in a 
daunting Pacific Division road agenda that 
will send the Falcons to Wyoming, San 
Diego State and Fresno State. 


FALCONS DATA 
Coach: Fisher DeBerry (22-5641, 18 years). 
1995 record: 8-5 (lost to Texas Tech in Copper Bowl). WAC: 
6-27 Ist. 
Key losses: Jake Campbel, RB; Steve Carr, P; Bret 
Cilessen, G; Mark Deock, OLB; Adam Edwards, C; Gerhard 
‘Hahn, OT; Steve Hendricks, TE; LeRon Hudgins, FS; Danta 
Johnson, RB; Kelvin King, CB; Richie Marsh, WR; Brian 
McCray, OLB; Dan Palmer, OT; Sam Ransom, SS; Randy 
Roberts, K. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (3): Nakia Addison, FB, 
5-8/182, Sr.; Carlton Hendrix, G, 6-3/260, Sr.; Beau Morgan, 
QB, 5-11/187, Sr. Defense (6): Cameron Curry, T, 6-5/260, 
Sr.; Mickey Dalton, CB, 5-7/182, Sr.; Steve Femandez, |LB, 
6-1/230, ee Guthrie, ILB, 6-1/223, Sr.; Jamie Maunz, T, 
6-4/2 +hris Schweighardt, NT, 5-11/225, Sr. Kickers: 
None, 
Other key retumees: Marcus Alexander, WR, Sr; Tom 
Brown, QB, Sr.; Todd Eilers, RB, St.; Sean Finan, ILB, Jr.; 
Brian Mulloy, SS, Sr.; Stephen Pipes, FS, Jr; Alex Pupich, LB 
(moved from DT), Sr; Marc Ranger, WR, St; Tobin Ruff, RB, 
Jt; Frank Staine-Pyne, CB, Jr; Joe ‘Suhalda, LB (moved from 
NI), Sts Craig Tanner, FB, Sr; Dustin Tyner, WR, St. 
‘Top neweomers: Tim Curry, CB, Soph, Dylan Newman, CB, 
Soph; Jemal Singleton, HB, Soph; Dallas Thompson, K, 


Soph. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Morgan (229 att, 
4285 yds., 19TD); Passing: Morgan (169 att, 90 comp. 7 
INT, 12D, 1,165 yds); Receiving: Addison (5 rec, 28 yds, 
17D); Tackles: Guthrie (100); Sacks: Cuny (6). 

Site: Colorado Springs. Stadium: Falcon (50,126), 

Last league title won: 1995 (ie). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—San Jose State Oct, 19at Notre Dame 
Sept. 7—at UNLV Oct. 26—Hawai 
Sept. 21—at Wyoming Nov. 2—Colorado State 
Sept. 28—Rice Nov. 9—at Army 
on easn Diego State Nov. 16—at Fresno State 
Oct. 12-Navy 


engths: 

Moreno, running backs 
Washington and Jaime Blake, deep-threat 
receiver Paul Turner (if he’s academically 
eligible), tight ends Justin Shull and Eli 
Workman and the left side of the line in 
tackle Mark Rogowski and guard Steve 
Dundee. That’s a respectable arsenal, one 
that has even more firepower with the ad- 
dition of receiver Geoff Turner, a transfer 
from Iowa State. 

Offensive weaknesses: Neither Moreno 
nor "95 part-starter Daren Wilkinson has 
sustained enough consistency to take com- 
mand of the offense (although Moreno is a 
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firm No. 1). And the Rams will be as green 
as their school color from center to right 
tackle, 
Defensive strengths: Outside linebackers 
Nate Kvamme and Willie Taylor. launched 
what promise to be sterling four-year ca- 
reers with effective freshman seasons, A 
steady performance by tackle DeVaughn 
Hawkins was hardly noticed with the spot- 
light focused on then-senior ends Brady 
‘Smith and Sean Moran. Veteran tackle Kirk 
Bowman appears to be in top form after 
missing the last nine games with a knee in- 
jury. 
Defensive weaknesses: A lot of credit 
has been attributed to coach Sonny Lubick, 
former Miami defensive coordinator. He 
deserves it. Equally deserving were 
linemen Smith and Moran and defensive 
backs Ray Jackson and All-American Greg 
Myers. And although Lubick is back, 
they’re not. And that leaves crater-like 
holes, In addition, strong safety Steve 
Standifer, the secondary’s only returning 
starter, has been dismissed from the squad 
for violating team policy. Whether he re- 
turns is uncertain. 
Special teams: In a year in which the Rams 
are likely to allow more points, 
kicker/punter Matt McDougal needs to step 
up. Last year, he punted respectably (38.6- 
yard average) but was only 8-of-17 on field- 
goal attempts. 
Key to success: Moreno’s shortcomings 
were somewhat disguised last year be- 
cause of the Rams’ outstanding defense. 
This year, Moreno will need to step for- 
ward and earn the trust of his teammates 
as Wilkinson has taken a plunge on the 
depth chart. 
Outlook: Lubick has established himself 
as the most successful coach in school 
history, The fact is, he inherited some 
marquee talent from Earle Bruce that car- 
ried the program through last year. Now’s 
the true test for Lubick. It will be a diffi- 
cult one to pass. 
RAMS DATA 

Coach: Sonny Lubick (28-12, 9 years; 44-31 overall, 
7 years). 
1995 record: 8-4 (last to Kansas State in Holiday Bowl), 
WAC: 6-2/Tist. 
Key losses: Karl Ballard, MLB; Mack Craft, CB; James Cregg, 
OT; Brandon Evans, C; Ray Jackson, CB; Greg Myers, FS; 
‘Sean Moran, DE; Todd Peterson, G; Brady Smith, DE; Steve 
Sandifer, S (dismissed from team); EJ, Watson, RB. 
Starters retuming: Offense (7); Darrell Balad, RB, 6-1/198, 
J Steve Dundee, G, 6-4/285, Jr; Moses Moreno, OB, 6-2/190, 
‘J; Mark Rogowski,T, 65/266, Sr; Justin Shul, TE, 6-3/262, Sr; 
Paul Tumer, WR, 5-9/188, Sr; Eli Workman, TE, 6-4/250, Jt. 
Defense (3): DeVaughn Hawkins, T,6-1/284, Jr; Nate Kvamme, 
OLB, 6-17210, Soph,; Wie Tylor, OLB, 6-0/212, Soph. Kickers 
(1): Matt MeDougal, PIK, 510/170, Sr 
Other key returnees: Ronald Antoine, WR, Sr. Jaime Blake, 
FB, Soph.; Kirk Bowman, T, Sr; Jeremy Calhoun, WR, St; 
Chris Myers, CB, Sr.; Mitch Palmer, DE, Sr.; Joey Porter, RB, 
Soph.; Adrian Ross, DE, Jt.; George Schramm, DE, Jr; Steve 
‘Trammell, DE, Soph,; Damon Washington, FB, Soph.; Daren 
Wikinson, OB, Sr 
‘Top newcomers: Calvin Branch, FB, Sr. (transferlowa State); 
Frank Kulis, DUTE, Fr; Will Layne, WR, Fr; Matt Newton, 
Q8, Fr.; Eason Ramson, CB, Jr. (JC); Abayneh Turmer, LB, Fr.; 
Geoff Turner, WR, Jt, (transferlowa State); Justin Werth, C, 
S, (transferPacifc) 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Washington (104 
alt, 600 yds,, 27D); Passing: Moreno (175 at, 99 comp., 6 
INT, 11.7D, 1,499 yds); Receiving: Turner (41 rec., 678 yds, 

) Taylor (67); Sacks: Ross (3). 


3s, Cola Stadium: Hughes (30,000). 
Last league tile won: 1995 (ie). 


LnTED STATES AlN FORGE ACADEMY 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—UT-Chattanooga Oct. 12—at Tulsa 
Sept. 7—Colorado Oct. 19—San Jose State 
Sept. 14a Oregon Oct, 26—San Diego State 
Sept. 21—UNLV Nov. 2—at Air Force. 
‘Sept. 28—at Nebraska ‘Nov, 9—at Fresno State 
Oct. Sat Hawai Now. 16—Wyomning 


Offensive arene That's like counting 
snowstorms at Honolulu—there are none. 
There's potential at wide receiver, where 
Gerald Lacey, Jason Mane and Dillan 
Micus return. Shane Oliveira and Joe 
Wong offer a decent base up front. 
Offensive weaknesses: That’s like 
counting palm trees at Honolulu—there 
are many. New coach Fred vonAppen 
doesn’t have a returning quarterback fit for 
his West Coast offense (which replaces 
fired coach Bob Wagner's spread option), 
Chances are good that a freshman will call 
signals, Who knows who will run the foot- 
ball. (Brendyn Agbayani did have a good 
spring toting the ball after running for a 
mere 40 yards in 95.) 

Defensive strengths: New coordinator 
Don Lindsey should find some talent 
among 22 linebackers, the best of whom 
is veteran Peter Salavea. Ben Bright will 
shine in the restructured four-man front, and 
cornerback Doe Henderson is sure to be a 
big contributor after missing last season be- 
cause of an injured back. 

Defensive weaknesses: There’s nothing 
to suggest the Rainbow Warriors won't get 
pummeled on the ground again this season 
after finishing 95th against the rush in ’95. 
Ashortage of competent linemen is forcing 
the conversion of some offensive players to 
the defensive side. 

Special teams: The loss of standout kick 
returner Matt Harding will be felt, but 
kicker Carlton Oswalt and punter Chad 
Shrout return with respectable credentials. 
Key to success: Still dependent on 
‘Wagner's battered leftovers, vonAppen can 
only hope to get everyone on the same 
page and show some semblance of compet- 
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If Alr Force rebuilt in, expect quarterback Beau Morgan to have another productive season, 


itiveness early. A strong showing at home 
in the season opener against Boston 
College could do wonders, But that’s 
asking for a lot. 

Outlook: vonAppen arrives from Colorado 
with the regimen of a Marine and the intel- 
lect of an Ivy Leaguer. The man who likes 
classical music is an an interesting subject, 
but not one to be confused with Moses. He 
won't. lead the Rainbow Warriors to any- 
thing close to the promised land—at least 
not in 1996, 

RAINBOWS DATA 


Coach: Fred vonAppen (rst year). 
41995 record: 4-8, WAC: 2-6/T7th, 
Key losses: Tupu Alualu, RB; Jeff Bredy, OLB; Agenhart Eli, 
1B; Matt Haring, KR; Danny Katoa, LB; Cint Kuboyama, FS; 
Marcus Malepeai, G; George Noga, OLB; Marvs Tauala, DT; 
Rod York, DT. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Elie Kapihe, T (wll move to. 
DL), 63/269, Jr; Gerald Lacey, WR, 6-0/182 Sr; Johnny 
Macon, QB, 5-11/195, J; Dilan Micus, WR, §-11/175, Soph.; 
Shane Olvera, C, 6:2/272, Soph; Joe Wong, T, 6-6/295, 
Soph, Defense (3); Punahou Aina, LB, 5-10/215, Jr; Brian 
Chapman, NT, 6-2/266, Jr; Al Hunter, CB, 5-9/179, Jr; 
Kiokers (2); Carton Oswalt, K, 510/184, Sr; Chad Shrout,P, 
6-2/230, Soph, 
Other key returnees: Brendyn Agbayani, FB (moved from 
WR), Soph,; Ben Bright, NT, Soph; Kamuela Cobb-Adams, LB, 
Soph, Glenn Freitas, QB, Sr; Doe Henderson, CB, Sr. 
|, CB (moved from WR, where he 
cj Jason Mane, WR, J; Conrad Paulo, 
ke Petersen, GT, St; Greg Roach, LB, Sr; Robbie 
n, CB, Soph; Peter Salavea,ILB, Soph; Bobby Singh, 
é Sah Tan Tomes, RB es Nko Vil, FS (knee). 
Top newcomers: Rufus Ayeni LB, Jr, (JC); Jerimi Bourland, 
8, Fr; Stephen Gonzales, LB, Jt (JC); John Gurasich, QB, 
Fr; Adrian Klemm, OT, Fr. (RS); Keulana Noa, OT, Fr, (RS); 
‘Andrew Philips, G, Fr. (RS); Bo Parks, WR, Jr (JC); Bob 
Pigot, DL, ut (JC); dosh Skinner, QB, Fr; Hunter Young, QB, 
Fr (RS). 
Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Macon (107 at. 
3186 TD) Patel: Macon (52a 68 com, 21.6 
os); Recelving: Klaneshi (36 rec, 513 yds, 1 TD); 
Tackles: Aina (67); Sacks: Aina (2). 
Site: Honolulu, Stadium: Aloha (60,000). 
Last league tile won: 1992, 
SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31—Boston College Oct. 12—at San Diego State 
Sept. 7—Ohio Oct. 19-UNLV 
Sept. 14—at Wyoming 
Sept. 21—Boise State 
Sept. 28—al Fresno State 
Oct, 5Colorado State 


‘Oct. 26—at Air Force 
Nov. 9—San Jose State 
Nov. 16—Brgham Young 
Nov. 30—Wisconsin 
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7. SAN JOSE STATE 


Offensive strengths: There are few, most 
notably wide receivers Windrell Hayes and 
David Doyle. If they get open, chances are 


good that senior quarterback Carl Dean, 


will take advantage. He completed 60.3 per- 
cent of his passes last year. Halfback 
Patrick Walsh returns, although he missed 
spring practice while playing baseball. 
Offensive weaknesses: Dean has good 
size, but it won’t do much good if he 
spends too much time on his back. That's a 
good possibility with the Spartans stepping 
into the WAC with a reconstructed line. 
And that includes tight end, their weakest 
position of all. 

Defensive strengths: Clearly at line- 
backer, where Eric Quarles, on the out- 
side, and Jacob Malae, inside, retain 
starting jobs. Tony Gratton, who last 
played for the Spartans three seasons ago, 
has overcome back problems and is a 
likely starter at nose tackle. In addition, 
there’s a surplus of depth for the first time 
in years because several players are 
coming off redshirt seasons. 

Defensive weaknesses: A vulnerable line 
and secondary present frightening possi- 
bilities in a league that scores like Michael 
Jordan—at will. Pacific transfers Sean 
Duncan and Shon Kendall arrive at an op- 
portune time up front. Better recruiting is 
the only answer in the secondary. 

Special teams; A bright spot, thanks to 
senior Joe Furlow, a Groza Award semifi- 
nalist who made 10-of-13 field-goal at- 
tempts in ’95. He also won the punting job 
by default after Jason Chapple flubbed as a 
freshman. Chapple will try again. 

Key to success: The Spartans’ only 
chance is if Dean can volley with the 
WAC’s big-hitting quarterbacks. San Jose 
State did put up 33 points against Stanford 
last year, so who knows. 

Outlook: There's no reason to expect a 
turnaround this year from this former Big 
West team, which has gone 8-25 in John 
Ralston’s three years seasons at the helm. 
‘The former Utah State, Stanford and NFL 
coach (Denver) anticipates improved re- 
cruiting because of the school’s affiliation 
with the WAC. How long that will take to 
pay dividends is anybody's guess. 


SPARTANS DATA 


Coach: John Ralston (8-25, 3 years; 94-72-4 overall, 16 years). 
1995 record: 3.8. Big West: 2-4/T7th, 

Key losses: Howard Butler, NG; David Elzey, LB; John 
Grootegoed, G; Johnny Harper, CB; Chris Hil, G; Donald 
Lindsey, FB; Beto Lomax, S; Brian Lundy, WR; Greg Philips, 
‘OLB; Bran Roche, TE; Mike Snel, OT; Tom Sotelo, DT; Salo 
Tautuaa, OT, 

Starters returning; Offense (6) Harry Daniels, C, 6-1/290, 
Soph.; Carl Dean, OB, 61/202, Sr; Windrll Hayes, WR, 5+ 
11/198, Soph. Curtice Mactarlane, G, 6-4/274, Jr; Patrick 
Walsh, RB, 5-6/185, Sr, Defense (6): Floyd Johnson, S, 5- 
11/192, Soph; Jacob Malae, ILB, 510/208, Sr,; Jerald Pery, 
J, 62/274, drs Eric Polk, CB, §-10/172, Jr; Eric Quarles, OLB, 
6-1/225, St. Kickers (2): Jason Chapple, P, 61/180, Soph; 
doe Furlow,K, 511/179, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Eric Coughran, OLB, J. (RS); David 
Doyle, WR, St. (RSVinjury); Tony Gratton, NT, Sx; James 
Hodgins, FB, Soph; Carlos Meeks, RB, Soph. Jarrett 
Robinson, S, Sr;, Omamn Smith, CB, Soph,; Kut Strauss, OT, 
Soph.; Trevis Wooden, LB, Jr (RS). 

Top newcomers: Damon Bowers, WR, Sr, (transfer/Pacitc); 
Kenny Calvin, DB, Jr (JC); Sean Duncan, DT, Sr. 


oe E A® - 
The Spartans’ offense will be bolstered by the re- 
turn of David Doyle, who was injured last year. 


(transfer/Pacio); La Tet Grim, WR, Fr; Michael Hamiton, TE, 
Sr. (transfer/Utah State); Shon Kendall, DT, dr 
(transter/Pactc); David Lover, G, Soph. (transterldaho); 
Mark Roe, OT, Sr. (transfer’San Diego State); Matt Roe, OT, 
Sr (ransfer/San Diego State); Malakal Uti, DB, Fr; Ghalee 
Wadood, DB, Jt (IC). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Welsh (104 at, 467 
9s, 27D); Passing: Dean (302 att, 182 comp, 10 INT, 14 
TD, 224 yds}; Receiving: Hayes (39 rec, 635 yds., 5 TD); 
Tackles: Malas (100); Sacks: Quarles (2). 

Site; San Jose, Cal, Stadium: Spartan (31,218). 

Last league tile won: None (fst year in WAG), 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 31—at Air Foroe Oct. 12—at Fresno State 
Sept. 7—California Oct, 19at Colorado State 
Sept. 14—at Stanford Nov. 2—San Diego Stats 
Sept. 21—Texas‘El Paso Nov. 9—at Hawai 

Sept. 28—at Wash, Stale Nov. 16—at Washington 
Oct. 5Wyoming Nov, 23-UNLV 


Offensive strengths: Left tackle Dennis 
Whitmore (6-5, 295) has strength to 
match his size. The NFL will beckon in 
1997. Wide receivers Carlos Baker and 
Damon Williams were force-fed as 
freshmen in ’95; they should approach 
WAC standards at the position in the next 
couple of years. A receiving bonus ap- 
pears to have arrived in the form of 
Warren Rosegreen, a 6-5, 210-pound addi- 
tion from the basketball team. Senior 
Tony Burton is the team’s best threat, 
swinging between running back and re- 
ceiver. Rusher Omar Love was effective 
in the spring after sitting out last season. 
Offensive weaknesses: It’s a shaky situa- 
tion at quarterback, which doesn’t bode 
well in a league that places a premium on 
scoring. Sophomore Kevin Crook and red- 
shirt freshman Jon Denton are battling for 
the job. The right side of the line, including 
tight end, is a collective sore spot. 
Defensive strengths: Sophomore 
strong safety Quincy Sanders is the base 
of an experienced secondary. Coach Jeff 
Horton believes redshirt freshman line- 
backer Roderick Jones will, in time, de- 
velop into one of the school’s all-time 
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greats at the position, 
Defensive weaknesses: A glaring lack of 
depth in the line and holes at linebacker. 
Even the secondary, for all its experience, 
has several players partly responsible for 
the Rebels’ nation-worst scoring defense 
last season (47.3 points per game). 
Special teams: Punter Joe Kristosik is 
coming off an acceptable freshman 
season, but there’s not a defined kicking 
talent in the house. That helps explain 
why only 10 field goals were attempted in 
°95, and why just five were made, Baker 
and Burton had spectacular moments re- 
turning kickoffs. 
Key to success: Ball control, of which 
the Rebels had none last season (they 
finished last nationally in turnover ratio 
at minus-22), They threw 21 intercep- 
tions and lost 18 fumbles. 
Outlook: Horton said the move into the 
WAC “saved football at UNLY.” It may 
not appear that way come November— 
one year after the Rebels went from first 
to last in the Big West and allowed more 
than 50 points seven times. UNLV will be 
associated with the WAC championship 
game only in that the school will be 
hosting it. The Rebels are years away 
from participating. 

REBELS DATA 


Coach: Jeff Horton (0-14, 2 years; 16-8, 3 years overall). 
1995 record: 2-9, Big West: 1-5/10th, 

Key losses: Kevin Bass, LB; Jared Brown, QB; Paul Carlo, 
NT Jose Gonzalez, G; Rossie Johnson, LB; Robbie Morison, 
G; Marvin Robinson, LB; Jabbar Thomas, FS; PJ. Tyler, LB; 
David White, TE, 

Starters returning: Offense (7) Carlos Baker, WR, 5.101195, 
Soph,; Tony Burton, RB/WR, 5-10/190, Sr; Jerald Peruodi, G, 
6-4/2B5, Soph. Mike Rely, G, 6-3/295, Soph; Jason Toohey, 
WR, 5-10/180, Jr Dennis Whitmore, T,6-5/295, Sr; Damon 
Wiliams, WR, 6-4/225, Soph. Defense (6): Charles Fisher, E, 
6-2/255, J; Bret Gibert, LB, 62/285, Soph; Carlos Hilard, 
(OB, 5-8/190, Sr; Quincy Sanders, SS, 6:3/195, Soph; 
Jermaine Webster, CB, 510/185, Sr. Kickers (2): Alan DiLeo, 
58/155, J Joe Krstosk, P, 69/225, Soph, 

Other key returnees: Dominic Andrews, DT, Jr; DeJohn 
Branch, RB, Sr; Bobby Cofiman, CB, Soph.; Kavin Crook, 
(QB, Soph.; Ted Damel, DE, Soph,; Lamont Hicks, LB, 
Damien Howard, NT, Soph; Ken Kinard, LB, Soph.; Omar 
Love, RB, Sr. (RS/academics); Danial Martin, LB, Jr; Deri 
Monroe, NT, Soph; Talance Sawyer, TE, Soph.; Dan Stewar, 
85, Sr don Zaczek, C, ur 

‘Top newcomers: Randy Black, DB, Fr.; Jon Denton, OB, Fr. 
(RS); Ben Giidewell, OL, Jr. (JC); Bubba Gonzalez, C, Jt (JC); 
James Humes, DB, Soph. (ransferBYU); Roderick Jones, LB, 
Fr, (RS); Kory Koske, OL, Jr. (SUC); Josh OBrien, OT, Fr 
(RS); Scot Patton, LB, Jr (JC); Warren Rosegreen, WR, Jr; 
Mac Smith, DE, dr, (JC); Len Ware, WR, F. (FS); 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Burton (163 at, 
£80 yds, 5 TD); Passing: Crook (89 at, 21 comp, 1 INT, 1 
TD, 216 yds); Receiving: Wiliams (41 rec, 515 yds. 2 TD); 
Tackles: Sanders (99); Sacks: Howard and Hicks (1). 

Site: Las Vegas, Stadium: Sam Boyd (32,000). 

Last league tile won: None (frst year in WAC). 


SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31—at Tennessee Oct, 2—at BYU 
Sept. 7—Air Force Oct. 19—at Hawaii 
Sept. 44—Wisconsin Oct, 26—Fresno State 
Sept. 21—at Colorado State Nov, 2—at TCU 
Sept. 28—Wyoming Nov. 16—San Diego State 
Oct. 5 Nevada Nov, 23—at San Jose State 


Andy Boogaard, who reported on the 
Pacific Division, covers the WAC for the 
Fresno (Calif.) Bee, and Jonathan Feigen, 
who reported on the Mountain Division, 
covers college football for the Houston 
Chronicle. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Scoutine THe WAC 


Ascending: Utah. The Utes return 15 
starters, including the impact players on of 
fense, defense and special teams, from a 7-4 
team that earned a share of the school’s first 
WAC title in 31 years. Last season’s unex- 
pected performance, which followed three 
consecutive bowl appearances, proved 
without a doubt that this program is in a for- 
ward lean. Above all, Utah has beaten in- 
trastate rival and perennial WAC power BYU 
three consecutive times. 

Descending: San Jose State. John Ralston 
once took Stanford to two Rose Bowl victo- 
ries and got Denver to the brink of the NFL 
playoffs in the Broncos’ leaner days. But he 
obviously has been no miracle worker at 
San Jose State, going 8-25 in three years 
and spinning the Spartans into a downward 
spiral entering the WAC. 

Nightmare schedule: San Jose State’s. 
Seven of the Spartans’ 12 games are on the 
road, the first a likely bashing by Air Force 
and Beau Morgan at Colorado Springs. The 
WAC road agenda also includes daunting 
dates at Fresno State and Colorado State. 
And the Spartans’ non-conference calendar 
has potential crushers at Stanford, 
Washington State and Washington. 

Dream schedule: San Diego State’s. It's 
ideal, particularly in the WAC, with one ex- 
ception—a road test against two-time 
reigning league champion Colorado State. 
But the Rams have some major rebuilding to 
do on defense. Other than that, the Aztecs 
play the weakest of the WAC Pacific 
Division on the road (San Jose State, UNLV) 
and the best at home (Air Force, Wyoming, 
Fresno State). Out of conference, they'll 
have a good shot at defeating Oklahoma in 
September at The Murph. 

Best matchup of the year: BYU at Utah, 
November 23. An all-star cast in a in- 
trastate_ showdown that should decide the 
WAC’s Mountain Division title. This will 
match two of the WAC’s premier quarter- 
backs (BYU’s Steve Sarkisian, Utah's Mike 
Fouts) and two of the league's top defen- 
sive players (BYU linebacker Shay 
Muirbrook, Utah safety Harold Lusk). 
Plus, there will be enough friction to rock 
the Mormon Tabernacle in Salt Lake City. 
Worst matchup of the year: UNLV at 
Tennessee, August 31. Peyton Manning 
against a defense that allowed 47.3 points 
per game in 1995. A severe test for 
Southern hospitality. Opening line: Vols by, 
oh, about 56. 

Bowl bound: Utah will defeat San Diego 
State in the WAC’s first championship 
playoff at Las Vegas. Then, they'll go their 
separate ways—Utah to the Holiday Bowl 
in San Diego and San Diego State, unfortu- 
nately for the oft-disappointed Holiday offi- 
cials, to the Copper Bowl in Tucson. 
Shockingly, BYU will spend the holidays at 
home for the second year in a row after 
making 17 consecutive bowl appearances. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Those of quarter- 
back Max Knake and running back Andre 
Davis at TCU. JC import Fred Taylor may 
supplant Knake, who broke Sammy 
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Donald Sellers, who accounted for 19 TDs last 
‘season, is New Mexico's marquee player. 


Baugh’s school records. The versatility of 
Davis may never be replaced, but Texas 
prep phenom Reggie Hunt should eventu- 
ally give it a pretty good shot. 

Most overrated player: BYU LB Shay 
Muirbrook. With the Cougars’ defense de- 
signed around him, he'll get the lion’s 
share of tackles and an equal amount of at- 
tention. But Utah has demonstrated that it 
can remove Muirbrook from the picture 
and thereby make the Cougars vulnerable. 

Most underrated player: TCU C Ryan 
Tucker, In the Lone Star State, here beams 


a shining light that has hardly been noticed 
beyond the border. Now playing in a confer- 
ence that stretches over five time zones, 
maybe that will change. 
Best coach: Utah’s Ron McBride. 
Recruiting, game-day preparation and public 
relations—he’s pushing all the right buttons. 
Not to be forgotten, of course, is that hat trick 
scored against WAC bully BYU from 1993-95. 
This year, he'll hit a slam, 
Best staff: Utah. McBride has formed an 
effective mix of the old (Sean McNabb, 19 
years; Fred Graves, 14 years) and the new 
(Tommy Lee and Steve Kaufusi, one year; 
Don Eck and Kyle Whittingham, two 
years), along with a few other dependables 
to steer this program toward consistent 
Top 25 status. 
Coach on the hot seat: Wyoming's Joe 
Tiller. As revered as he is among peers in 
the WAC and throughout the land, there 
are rumors whistling in Laramie that Tiller 
better make a statement—now. He's 29-28-1 
overall in five seasons. Considering all the 
proven ability returning to Wyoming this 
season, another three months of mediocrity 
might not be accepted. 
Best bets: Air Force quarterback Beau 
Morgan will win his final home game, 
against Colorado State on November 2, of- 
ficially denying the Rams any chance for a 
share of a third consecutive WAC title. ... 
Fresno State coach Jim Sweeney won't 
need any luck at Las Vegas on October 26 
while routing the Rebels for career victory 
No. 200. ... Wyoming’s Marcus Harris will 
have 1,000 receiving yards. Maybe 1,500. 
... San Diego State’s George Jones will 
have 1,000 rushing yards. Maybe 2,000. 
BYU's Steve Sarkisian will have 3,0! 
passing yards. Maybe 4,000. ... Hawaii 
first-year coach Fred vonAppen will end 
the season starting a true freshman at 
quarterback. ... Rice will be a top-20 
rushing team, a bottom-20 passing team. 
Odds and ends: While 16 teams may 
form a super conference, it also presents 
super problems in naming an all-league 
team. Consequently, look for the WAC to 
select’all-division teams, which is tanta- 
mount to all-conference teams with eight 
schools in each, in addition to naming an 
overall All-WAC team. ... It was a bitter pill 
to swallow last season when the former 10- 
team league advanced only two teams to 
bowls (Colorado State in the Holiday, Air 
Force in the Copper). Worse, the league 
faces the same fate this year with 16 teams. 
... BYU coach LaVell Edwards returns for 
his 25th year with his first multi-year con- 
tract. It's an obvious recruiting ploy for 
Edwards, 65. ... Should BYU play in the 
WAC championship game and advance to a 
bowl, it will play an unprecedented 15- 
game schedule. ... It’s certain that the 
Cougars will be the first college team to 
play two games in August. They will play 
Texas A&M in the Pigskin Classic at Provo 
on August 24 and remain home to meet 
Arkansas State on August 31. 

—ANDY BOOGAARD 
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1. CINCINNATI 


Offensive strengths: The Bearcats are deep 
and experienced at receiver and running 
back, Receiver Robert “Big Man” Tate (895 
yards, five touchdowns in 1995) will keep de- 
fensive coordinators up nights. Slippery and 
talented quarterback Chad Plummer rode to 
Cincinnati’s rescue last season behind a line 
that allowed only 12 sacks. 
Offensive weaknesses: Plummer has to du- 
plicate his late-season surge over 11 games. 
Consistent run blocking is a must if Orlando 
Smith (471 yards rushing) is to be the force 
he was over the last five games of 95. Tight 
end is up for grabs, though redshirt Josh 
Anderson made strides in the spring. 
Defensive strengths: There are hammers 
everywhere, with seven starters back, 
Linebackers Brad Jackson and Phillip 
Curry and secondary standouts Sam 
Garnes and Chris Hewitt are fierce tack- 
lers. Tackle Darrius Felder is poised for a 
big season. 
Defensive weaknesses: Coordinator Tim 
Rose, who orchestrated Cincinnati's defen- 
sive rejuvenation, and two other assistants 
are gone, Expect some tinkering with the 
Bearcats’ 4-3 as the program welcomes 
Rex Ryan, son of Buddy Ryan, architect of 
the “46” defense. 
Special teams: The best in the league. 
Kicker Eric Richards, a Groza Award semi- 
finalist, hit 16 field goals, one shy of the 
school record. Punter Steve Smith was 
second-team All-Independent. Oh, yes, 
there’s a guy named Tate who led the na- 
tion in kickoff returns (34.3-yard average). 
Key to success: The maturation of 
Plummer, who must avoid the turnovers 
that killed the Bearcats in several losses 
last year. _ 
Outlook: Coach Rick Minter has six new 
assistants, but Cincinnati returns as much 
talent as any team in the league. The 
schedule is a mixed bag. Look for a quick 
start with five of the first seven games at 
home, but the Bearcats’ three toughest 
league games are on the road. 

BEARCATS DATA 
Coach: Rick Minter (@-13-1,2 years). 
1995 record: 6-5 as an independent. 
Key losses: Dorian Adams, NT; Muhammed E-Mubarak, ILB; 
‘Trevor Foster, TE; Ken Fowier, OLB; Darrel Harding, CB; 
Craedel Kimbrough, TB; Jamie Lemire, C: Pat Oakes, OT; Eric 
Patterson, FB; Eric Vibberts, QB. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Jason Fabini,T, 67/300, 
Jr; Anthony Ladd, WR, 6-01190, Sr.; Brian Posey, C/G, 
6-4/288, St.; Rob Robinson, G, 6-3/288, Sr. Robert Tate, 
WRIKR, 5-10/190, Sr. Defense (7): Philip Cuny,IkB, 6° 
(0/285, Jr; Darius Felder, T, 65/269, St.; Sam Games, SS, 6 
4/215, St; Chris Hewitt, CBVSS, 6-0/208, Sr.; Brad Jackson, 
OLB, 6-2/205, Jt; Derrick Ransom, T, 6-4/261, 
‘Trent, CB, 511/193, Sr. Kickers (2): Eric Richards, K, 5- 
8/160, Jr; Steve Smith, P, 5-964, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Josh Anderson, TE, Soph, (RS); Tery 
Grooms, OLB, Sr; Artrell Hawkins, SS, Jt; Matt Knutson, OT, 
Soph; Chad Plummer, QB, Soph.; Shannon Scarbrough, FB, 
Sr.; Don Simpson, CB, St; Onando Smith, FB, J; Kevin 
Ward, DT, J 
‘Top newcomers: Lowery Cole, SS, Jt. (JC); Robert Cooper, 
‘TB, Fr; Jon Elder, OB, Soph. (JC); Kenneth Kelly, LB, Fr; 
Deron Savage, DT, Soph. (Prop 48); Landon Smith, FB, Jt. 
(UC); David Vitovitz, RBVLB, Soph. (Prop 48. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Smith (126 at, 471 
yés., 47D); Passing: Plummer (47 att, 25 comp.,2INT, 2 
TD, 459 yds.); Receiving: Tate (46 rec, 895 yds., 5 TD); 
Tackles: Curry (124); Sacks: Jackson (5) 
Site: Cincinnati Stadium: Nippert (36,000) 
Last league tile won: New league. 
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LUNWERSITY OF ciNCaMNAT! 


CONFERENCE USA 


Conference Rank: 8 
By TIM DOHERTY 


REDICTION 


«ee 
Expect to see Cincinnati's Robert Tate among 
the nation’s leaders in kickoff returns again. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. $1—Tulane Oct. 19—Houston 
Sept. 7—Kentuchy Oct. 26—at Louisvile 


Sept. 14—at Kansas Stale Nov. 2—at Southem Miss 
Sepl.28—Miami (Ohio) Nov. $—at Ala Birmingham 
Oct. 5—at Memphis Nov. 23—Northeast louisiana 
Oct. 12—Boston College 


LOUISVILLE 


Offensive strengths: Transfers Donnell 
Gordon (running back, Kentucky) and 
Steve Misetic (guard, Notre Dame) will 
bolster areas hit hard by graduation. 
Receiver Miguel Montano was only the 
second player in Cardinals history to snag 
50 passes. The other: Mark Clayton. 
Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback 
Marty Lowe is gone, though coach Ron 
Cooper likes Jason Payne and Chris 
Redman, a former Parade prep All- 
American. With only five games under his 
belt, Frank Moreau (416 yards) is 
Louisville’s most experienced returning 
rusher. 

Defensive strengths: Ends Kendrick 


The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


Gholston and Carl Powell make up one of 
the better tandems in the country. They 
will pose even more of a headache with 
‘Tennessee transfer Leland Taylor sliding in 
at tackle. Linebacker Tyrus McCloud (a 
team-high 126 tackles) and cornerback 
Sam Madison (Seven interceptions) are as 
good as they come. The secondary is stout, 
Defensive weaknesses: Taylor notwith- 
standing, the Cardinals must come up with 
a few more run-stoppers to plug holes in 
the interior line. Outside linebackers Alan 
Campos and Johnny Frost must be re- 
placed as well. 
Special teams: Call punter Jeremy 
Borseth “The Undertaker.” Eighteen of his 
punts were coffin-corner kicks downed in- 
side the 20. Kicker David Akers can hit 
from 50 yards. 
Key to success: The backfield. Payne or 
Redman has to mature quickly, and Moreau 
and Gordon must sustain a ground game to 
take the pressure off the quarterback. 
Outlook: Defensive coordinator Everett 
Withers molded a unit that finished the 
year ranked 22nd nationally in total de- 
fense. It may be even better this year. The 
Cards will need it early, playing four of 
their first six games on the road (including 
visits to Kentucky, Penn State and 
Michigan State). 

GARDINALS DATA 


Coach: Ron Cooper (7-4, 1 year, 16-17 overal, 3 years). 
1995 record; 7-4 as an independent. 

Key losses: Cavin Arington, RB; John Bell, WR; Alan 
Campos, OLB; Johnny Frost, OLB; Alton Jones, DT; Shawn 
Kies, G; Derick Lilard, DT; Marty Lowe, QB; Roman Oben, 
OT; Coswell Sims, WR; Jason Stinson, C. 

Starters retumning: Offense (4): Mie Bogan, TE, 62/252, 

Jt; Graig Hofman, G, 6-4273, Jr; Matt Johnson, T, 6-4/318, 
quel Montano, WR, 5-10/181, ut. Defense (7): Tony 
Bethel, CB, 51/180, Sr; Rico Clark, FS, 510/178, Sx; John 
Fugua, SS, §-8/199, Jr; Kendrick Gholston, E, 63/249, Jr; 
‘Sam Madison, OB, 5-11/174, Sr; Tyrus MeCloud, MLB, 
6-251, St; Carl Powell, E, 6-2/257, Sr. Kickers (2): David 
Akers, K, 510/174, St; Jeremy Borseth, P, 6-2/189, Soph, 
Other key returnees: Robert Bates, WR, Jr; van Bennett, 
OT, dt; Ramon Brayan, LB, Jt; Matt Conway, DT, dr; 
Casswell Goodman, WR, Soph.;Ikem Maduaka-Cain, G, 
Soph.; Rondel Marsh, DT, Jr; Miguel Montano, WR, Jt; Frank 
Moreau, RB, Soph; Rick Nord, OT, Soph.; Jason Payne, OB, 
Sc; Tery Rice-Locket, LB, Jr; Deran Wiley, CB, Jt; Jason 
‘Wyatt, LB, Soph. 

‘Top newcomers: Otis Floyd, RB, Soph. (Prop 48); Ibn Green, 
FB, Fr. (RS); Donnell Gordon, RB, Jt (ransferKentucky); 
Derick Kennedy, DE, Fr; Steve Misetio, G, Sr. ransferINotre 
Dame); Dar-Shay Pury, CB, Soph. (Prop 48); Chris Redman, 
8, Fr. (RS); Leland Taylor, DT, Sr. (transfer/Tennessee); Pu. 
Zariceny, TE, (IC). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Moreau (96 att, 416 
yds., 2D); Passing: Payne (33 att, 15 comp, 3INT, 07D, 
‘164yds.); Receiving: Montano (50 rec., 684 yds,, 3 TD); 
Tackles: McCloud (126); Sacks: Gholston (8). 

Site: Louisvle, Ky. Stadium: Cardinal (35,500) 

Last league title won: New league. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 31—at Kentucky Oct. 19—Northem llinois 
Sepl.7—atPenn State Oct. 26—Cincinnati 
Sept. 14—Bayior Nov. 2—Memphis 
Sepl. 21—at Michigan State Nov. 9—at North Carolina 
Sept. 28—Southem Miss Nov, 16—at Houston 
‘Oct. 12—at Tulane 


3. SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


Offensive strengths: When healthy, Eric 
Booth and Harold Shaw give the Golden 
Eagles the best running duo in the league. 
The line, a sore spot last year, has made 
major strides, led by tackle Darryl Terrell, 
guard Rod Ollison and tight end Terry Hardy. 
Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback is 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Tough senior Tyrus McCloud is the lone re- 
turning starter among Louisville's linebackers, 


up for grabs, but if incumbent Heath 
Graham returns to the form he showed 
over the last six games of 1994 and shifty 
senior Chris Windsor continues to develop, 
Southern Miss may have a two-headed 
monster at the position. Veteran receiver 
Kendrick Lee or one of two redshirt 
freshmen—Sherrod Gideon or Todd 
Pinkston—must step into the home run 
role of departed Fred Brock. 
Defensive strengths: End Robert Brown 
returns from offseason shoulder surgery 
and Cedric Walthaw was a force after 
moving from middle linebacker to end 
during the spring. Opponents will have 
trouble throwing against a secondary fea- 
turing corner Rod Thomas. 
Defensive weaknesses: A pair of four-year 
starters at outside linebacker, Albert McRae 
and Eugene Harmon, are gone. Injuries 
could be devastating to a thin defense. 
Special teams: Kicker Johnny Lomoro ap- 
pears to have recovered from injuries that 
plagued him the past two seasons. 
Freshman punter Jamie Purser is the heir 
apparent to Chris Pierce, who handled 
most of the punting and kicking chores the 
past two years, 
Key to success: The line is the linchpin to 
offensive coordinator Norman Joseph's wide- 
open attack. Last year, Southern Miss sput- 
tered because of inconsistent work up front. 
Outlook: The Golden Eagles have the 
talent to be in the thick of the league race. 
As usual, the schedule is most unkind, with 
trips to Georgia and Alabama kicking off 
the season and a visit to Florida State cap- 
ping it. Key conference games: at Houston 
and Louisville. 

GOLDEN EAGLES DATA 
Coach: Jett Bower (25-30-1, 5 years). 
1995 record: 6-5 as an independent. 
Key losses: Tim Bell, DE; Fred Brock, WR; Chris Buckhalter, 
RB; L.T, Gulley, SS; Eugene Harmon, OLB; Derrick Hervey, 
CB; Albert McRae OLB: Chris Pierce, K/P. 
Starters returning: Offense (9); Jason Barlow, G, 6-8/270, 


St; Heath Graham, QB, 63220, Jr; Brad Hamiton, FB, 
6-0/226, St; Terry Hardy, TE, 6-5/246, Jr; Rod Olson, G, 
6-2/285, St; Ryan Pearson, WR, 6-3/195, Sr; O'Lester Pope, 
7,6-6/815, Soph.; Will Symmes, C,6-2/280, Sr; Darryl Terel, 
T, 65/810, St, Defense (6): Robert Brown, E, 6-3/255, Jr; 
Jason Hal, NT, 6-8/280, Sr.; Quentin Jackson, T, 6-460, Sr; 
Marchant Kenney, 1LB, 62/220, Jt; Roy Stabler,FS, 
9/210, Sr; Rod Thomas, CB, 6:2/189, Sr. Kickers: None, 
Other key returnees: Eric Booth, RB, Jr; Kendall Dunn, DT, 
‘Jt; Brandon Hamibright, OT, Jr; Kasey Keith, G, JR; Kendrick 
Lee, WR, Sr, Johnny Lomoro, K, Sr; Larry Norton, TE, St. 
Lytrel Pollard, OLB, J; Lee Roberts, QB, So 


Soph. ; Patrick Surtain, CB, Jr.; Cedr 


from MLB), Sr; Larry Watts, 
‘Sr Melvin Winn, DT, Jt 
‘Top newcomers: Shedrick Blackmon, OL, Fr; Brandon 
Francis, RB, Fr, (RS); Sherrod Gideon, WR, Fr. (RS); Henry 
MeClendon, OL, Jr (I); Perry Phenix, O 
Quantrls Philips, DT, ut (JC); Todd Pinkston, W 
Jamie Purse, PF 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Booth (95 alt, 457 
yss,, 97D); Passing: Graham (209, lt, 161,, comp, 18 INT, 
15 TD, 1816 yds,); Receiving: Pearson (32 reo, 382 yds, 1 
TD); Tackles: Kenney (93); Sacks: Jackson (3). 

Site: Hattiesburg, Miss, Stadium: Roberts (33,000) 

Last league tile won: New league, 


Soph; Otis Windsor, OB, 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at Georgia Oct. 19-Memphis 
Sept. 7—at Alabama Oc, 26—at Tulane 
Sepl. 44—Utah State Nov, 2—Cincinnat 


Sept. 21—SW Louisiana 
Sept. 28~at Louisvile 
Oct, 10—at East Carolina 


‘Nov, 9—at Houston, 
Nov. 16—at Florida State 


Offensive strengths: Center Ken Newton 
anchors a line that will be bolstered by a pair 
of JC signees. Quarterback Qadry Anderson 
showed flashes of excellence as a true 
freshman, and he'll be better with a spring 
under his belt. 
Offensive weaknesses: The backfield 
has been stripped to the point that corner- 
back Keith Cobb was moved to tailback 
this spring. The Tigers, who averaged just 
254.4 yards in total offense last season, are 
hoping for help at the skill positions from 
their incoming recruits. 
Defensive strengths: Traditionally, the 
Tigers have been tough to run against, and 
with tackle Tony Williams, end Marvin 
Thomas, free safety Keith Spann and line- 
backers Richard Hogans and Jesse Allen, 
that’s likely to be the case again. 
Defensive weaknesses: Foes averaged 
4,7 yards per play last year. Again, 
Memphis will turn to its new recruits to fill 
holes up front and in the secondary. 
Special teams: Kicker Drew Pairamore is 
back, but he made only four field goals last 
season, Kickoff specialist Jimmy Keith is 
the leading punting candidate. Return ace 
Ryan Roskelly is gone. 
Key to success: The Tigers must find a 
way to get their defense off the field. 
Memphis had single-digit point totals in 
five games last season and scored 10 
points in another, 
Outlook: Coach Rip Scherer may have laid 
the foundation for the rebuilding process 
with this year’s recruiting class, but the 
Tigers will have to overacheive to crack 
the top half of the conference standings. 
TIGERS DATA 
Coach: Rip Scherer (3-8, 1 yeat). 
1995 record: 3-8 as an independent. 
Key losses: Bryan Barnett, DT; Darrius Blevins, FB; 
Bonner, DE; Joe Borich, QB; Frank Fletcher, RB; Davis 
Marsh, OT; Rod Mason, DE; Joel Peschke, TE; Ryan 
Roskely, FLIKR; Keith Setler, G; Chris Smith, CB; Jerome 


THE PRESSURE'S ON 


Southern Miss’ Graham 
hattling to stay starter 


When Heath Graham enrolled at 
Southern Mississippi in 1993, he was 
labeled the Golden Eagles’ next out- 
standing quarterback, 

Three springs and 17 consecutive 
starts later, Graham finds himself 
locked in a duel for his job with senior 
- Chris Windsor, the junior college player 
of the year in some 
circles in 1994, 

“Competition is 

y, U know that,” 
Graham says, “But I 
know I can do the job, 

Tm we comfortable 


Ip. 

Windsor, rarely 
called upon by coach Staham. 

Jeff Bower as a junior, thinks his time 
may be at hand, 

“] still have a ways to go, but I'm re- 
acting better to the different situations,” 
says Windsor, who attempted seven 
passes last season, “The more experi- 
ence I get, the more comfortable I feel,” 

Bower sees the battle as a nice 
problem: “It's like any other position, 
The guy Race Hn best de- 
serves to be ig, period,” 

‘Whereas Graham i 


reas isa passer, 
Windsor is a scrambler who can make a 
defense pay for losing containment. 
Graham was a star athlete at Stringer 
High School, located in a small rural 
town about 40 minutes northeast of 
Hattiesburg, After a redshirt year, he 
supplanted veteran starter Tommy 
‘Waters six games into the '94 season, 
‘The Golden Eagles went 4-2, scaring 
Alabama and winning at LSU, Graham 
completed 58.2 percent of his passes for 


. 1,608 yards but yielded 15 interceptions. 


He threw for seven touchdowns. 
As a sophomore, Graham threw for 
1,816 yards but interceptions 


again were 
| a bugaboo. He had 18, compared to 15 


touchdown passes, “I think Heath went 
through a ile bit bit of the ol’ sophomore 
slump,” Bower says. 

“It wasn’t as bad it might have been,” 
Graham says. “There were some things 
T could have done better—we were in 
position to win 10 games (the Eagles 
wound up with six yictories).” 

Although Graham seemed secure as 
the quarterback of the future, Windsor 
‘was a talent foo good to pass up. After 
playing at Jones County JC in 
Mississippi, Windsor transferred to 
Garden City (Kan.) CC in '94 and passed 
for 2,300 yards and ran for 900 more. 

The two quarterbacks duked it out 
during the spring, with Windsor seizing 
the No, 1 spot early and Graham 
bouncing back in later scrimmages: 
‘The duel will carry over to the fall. 

—TIM DOHERTY 
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‘Woods, SS. 

‘Starters returning: Offense (6); Qadry 
Anderson, QB, 6-2/193, Sr.; Chancy Carr, 
WR, 5-10/195, Jr; Daniel Gomez, G, 
6-5/275, Jr.; Josh Miller, G, 6-2/279, Sr; 
Ken Newton, C, 6-3/290, Sr.; Ron Sells, T, 
6-5/285, Soph. Defense (6): Jesse Allen, 
LB, 6-3/237, Sr.; Kevin Cobb, CB, 5-10/175, 
dt, Richard Hogans, LB, 6-2/250, Sr; Keith 


Other key returnees: Ket Cobo, TB 
(moved from CB), Jr; Marcus Gary, LB, 
St; Tim Hart, DT, Sc; Emest Keefer, WR, 
Sr, Jimmy Keith, P, Se; seth Lote 
TB, Soph; Chris Powers, TE, 

Anthony Reddick, SS, 
FB, dts Shaun Sands, TB, Soph.; Jeremy 
Stewart, 8S, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Damien Dodson, WR, 
Fr; Kenton Evans, QB, Fr; Ben Gleason, 
OT sr. UC); Jason Kellen, PF; Tr 
Lawiess, DE, Fr. (RS); Mike McKenzie, 
(8, Fr. (RS); Tavares Middlebrooks, OT, 
Fr. (RS); Justin Mumm, OT, dt. (JC); 
Jeremy Scruggs, FB, Fr. (RS); Tim 
‘Seymour, DT, Fr; lan Willams, OB/WR, 
Fr. (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing 
Sands (40 at, 155 yds., 07D); Passing: 
‘Anderson (87 att, 37 comp. 4 INT, 1D, 
490 yds.) Receiving: Car (18 rec, 317 
yds, 1 TD); Tackles: Hogans (111); 
‘Sacks: Thomas (8). 

Site: Memphis, Tenn. Stadium: Liberty 
Bow (62,380). 

Last league tile won: New league. 


SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31—Miami (Fla) 
Sepl, 7—Miss, Stale 
Sepl. 14—at Missouri Nov, 2—at Louisville 
Sept. 21—Tulane Nov, $—Tennessea 
Oct. 5—Cincinnati Nov, 23-East Carolina 
Oct. 12—at Houston 


5. HOUSTON 


Offensive strengths: It’s not the run- 
and-shoot anymore, but quarterback 
Chuck Clements still can air it out, 
passing for 2,641 yards and 15 touch- 
downs last year. Receivers Damion 
Johnson and Charles West combined for 
81 catches. The rushing of Antowain 
Smith and Jermaine Williams will be bol- 
stered by touted freshman Ketric Sanford. 
Offensive weaknesses: Somebody will 
have to open the holes and keep Clements 
upright. Guard Greg Brown, center Ben 
Fricke and tackle Marcus Spriggs return 
up front, with Spriggs bouncing from the 
right side to the left. 

Defensive strengths: Fireplug Gary 
Haynes can clog the middle at tackle, and 
linebacker Mike Parker has notched 206 
tackles as a two-year starter. 

Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
and line will be filled with newcomers. 
Four JC signees, including linebacker 
Vaughn Washington, are expected to step 
in right away to help fill the gaps. 

Special teams: Kickers Toby Johnson and 
Sebastian Villarreal combined to go 7-0f12 
on field-goal attempts last year. Punter 
Ignacio Sauceda missed spring drills after 
knee surgery. 

Key to success: Defensive improvement 
is a must. The Cougars allowed 455.1 yards 
per game in their final season in the 
Southwest Conference. 

Outlook: Coach Kim Helton finally has a 


122 


Sirong-armed quarterback Chuck Clements has to approximate 
his 1995 numbers if Houston is to have success this season. 


team he can call his own after taking over a 
program hit hard by NCAA sanctions. 
Houston still is 10 scholarships short of the 
NCAA-maximum 85. Clements can put up 
points. The big question: Will the defense 
stop anybody? 

COUGARS DATA 
Coach: Kim Helton (4-26-1, 3 years). 
1995 record: 2-9. SWC: 2-5/6th. 
Key losses: Carlos Chester, DE; Jimmy Hemdon, OT; Larkay 
James, WR; Dedric Mathis, CB; Thomas McGaughey, SS; 
‘Gerome Wiliams, FS; Steven Wiliams, G. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): oa G, 64/294, 
Soph; Fricke, C, 


Rusty 

E, 62246, Jr; Thomathan Good, CB, 5-11/197, J; Gary 
Haynes, T,6-0:300, S.; Delmonico Montgomery, CB, 
5-11/183, Sr; Mike Parker, LB, 6-1/216, Jr; James Reddish, 
$8, 601213, Sc; Leonta Rheams, , 6-2272, J. Kickers (3): 
Toby Johnson, K, 6-0/204, Soph.; lanacio Sauoeda, P, 
510211, Soph; Sebastian Vilarreal,K,5-9/168, Jr 

Other key returnees: James Brown, DE, Jc; Wibert Brown, 
G, Soph.; Dekeithron Calicoattes, S, Soph, (RSiacademics); 
Ahmard Charles, DE, Soph; James deGroot, WR, Soph. 
(PSinjury); Louis Hampton, DE, Soph; Jay MoGuire, RB, Je; 
Chad Shaw, LB, J. Mike Smith, CB, Soph. (RS/academics); 
Jermaine Willams, RB, St; Robbie Wheeler, WR, Soph. 
Wayne Wheeler, G, Sr. (RS/academics). 

‘Top newcomers: Corey Bradshaw, DB, Soph. (Proo 48); 
Michael DeRousalle, DE, Fr. (RS); Damon Haris, CB, Soph. 
(UC); Ryan Hendrickson, OT, Fr; Patterson Owens, DE, Je. 
(UC); Devon Pender, DB, J. (IC); Scott Regimbald, TE, Fr; 
Marcus Sanders, OL, Ft; Ketrie Sanford, RB, Fr; Antoine 
Simpson, DL, ut (JC); Halley Spencer, WR, F. (RS); Vaughn 
Washington, MLB, Jr. (JC). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Smith (152 att, 608 
yds,,5 7D); Passing: Clements (497 att, 245 comp, 11 INT, 
187,263 ye); Rec: West (0 ec, 548), 270) 


Site: Houston Stalum: Astodore 6, 000/Robetson 
(22,000). 
Last league ttle won: Nove, 

SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—Sam Houston State Oct. 19—at Cincinnati 
‘Sept. 7—at Louisiana State Oct. 26—North Carolina 
Sept. 14—at Pittsbu Nov. 2—at Tulane 
‘Sept. 21—Southem Califoria Nov. 9—Southem Miss 
Oct. 5—at SW Louisiana Nov. 18Louisila 


Oct. 12—Memphis 


The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


6. TULANE 


Offensive strengths: Tailback Jamaican 
Dartez was a ray of hope as a freshman, 
rushing for 544 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Receiver Derrick Franklin can be a big- 
play artist, and tight end Cory Geason is 
one of the finest in the nation. 

Offensive weaknesses: Sophomore 
starter Shaun King or JC signee Xavier 
Salazar must rev up a passing game that 
averaged only 169.9 yards. The line, fea- 
turing center Russ Meissner, tackle Cyril 
Brockmeier and guard Greg Gerthe, has 
hit the weights hard but needs to be 
more aggressive. 

Defensive st is: Linebacker Derrick 
Singleton and tackle Keith Cook can flat-out 
play in a unit that may surprise a few people. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
has holes that likely will be plugged by 
signees. The depth is better and more tal- 
ented but oh-so-green. 

Special teams: Brad Palazzo returns to 
handle the kicking chores, and receiver 
Jeff Liggon is one of the better return men 
in the league. Brad Hill is the frontrunner 
to take over the punting. 

Key to success: The defense must slow 
down the touchdown parade. In six of 
Tulane’s nine losses, the Green Wave al- 
lowed 29 or more points (including 32, 34, 
45 and 35 in the last four games). 
Outlook: This year’s Wave will be the 
deepest, strongest and most athletic bunch 
in coach Buddy Teevens’ five years. But 
with miles of ground to make up, the im- 
provement is not likely to translate directly 
to the won-lost column. 


GREEN WAVE DATA 


Coach: Buddy Teevens (9-36, 4 years; 48-67-2, 11 years 
overal) 


1995 record: 29 as an independent. 

Key losses: Cedric Anderson, S; Monte Burke, LB; Jeff Dean, 
DE; Danny Lasseigne,P; Steve Schuler, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (10): Cy Brockmeier,T, 
6-7/904, Sr; Wil Carisle, G, 65/295, Sr; Kevin Cunane, TE, 
6-3/241, Sr; Jamaican Dartez, TB, 5-7/187, Soph; Derrick 
Frankin, WR, 6-1/177, St; Todd Hunter, T, 66311, St; Tom 
Jackson, C, 62/252, S; Shaun King, OB, 6-020, Soph; 
Jeff Liggon, WR, 5-11/189, St; Jerald Sowel, FB, 61/238, Sr. 
Telus Car, CB, 5-11/175, Soph; Keith Cook, T, 
, St; Ela Freeman, §, 511/178, StDwight Jones, E, 
6-1/226, Jr; Michael Jordan, CB, 5-9/168, Soph. Dennis 
Sulvan, T, -4/264, Soph; Derick Singleton, LB, 6-1/220, 
4; Brian Willams, LB, 6-0/236, Jt. Kicker (1): Brad Palazzo, 
K,541/181, Soph, 

Other key returnees: Terence Cook, DT, Jr; Manny Cuellar, 
DE, Soph; Pu. Frankin, WR, Soph.; Cory Geason, TE, Jt; 
Mike Gumiela, OT, Soph; Brad Hil, P, Jr; Don Jackson, LB, 
‘Sr Shane Marshall, DE, Jr; Pat Mile, S, Sr.; Russ Meissner, 
©, Sc; Horace Raymond, TB, Jt; Brett Timmons, LB, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Kevin Dukes, S, Fr RS); sey Gy, 
Fr. (RS); Greg Gertne, G, Soph. (RS); Noel Elis, S, Fr. 

Knight, CB, Fr; Xavier Salazar, OB, Jt (JC); One Wands 
FB, Fr. (RS 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Dartez (160 att, 
544 yds, 10D); Passing: King (199 at, 92 comp,, 7 INT, 2 
TD, 1046 yds.); Recelving: Franklin (29 rec,, 462 yds., 1 TD); 
“Tackles: Singleton (77); Sacks: Jones (5). 

Site: New Orleans. Stadium: Louisiana Superdome (70,892). 
Last league title won: New league, 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 30—at Cincinnati Oct, 26—Southem Mississippi 
Sept. 14Rice Nov, 2—Houston 
Sept. 21—at Memphis Nov, §—Syracuse 
Oct. 5—Texas Christin Nov. 16—at Navy 
Oct. 12-Louisvile Nov. 23—at LSU 
Oct, 1¢-atAmy 


Tim Doherty covers Southern Mississippi 
for the Hattiesburg (Miss.) American. 
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Scoutinc ConFERENcE USA 


Ascending: Cincinnati. From the ashes of 
their 2-8-1 season in 1994, the Bearcats 
fashioned a 6-5 mark last season by win- 
ning five of their final six games. With 22 
seniors returning, Cincinnati is poised to 
post consecutive winning seasons for the 
first time in 14 years. 

Descending: Memphis. Three consecu- 
tive 6-5 seasons weren't good enough for 
school officials, who dumped Chuck 
Stobart. Enter Rip Scherer, who found the 
cupboard nearly bare as his club plunged 
to 3-8 in 1995, Scherer’s first recruiting 
class is a good start, but the rebuilding 
project will be a long-term effort. 
Nightmare schedule: Southern 
Mississippi. True, the budget dictates that 
the Golden Eagles hit the road for big- 
guarantee games, but treks to Georgia and 
Alabama to open the season? East Carolina 
beckons for a midweek ESPN trip. The last 
stop on the road: Florida State. 

Dream schedule: Cincinnati, Six games 
at home for the first time in eons. Virginia 
Tech and Kansas, opponents a year ago, 
have become Northeast Louisiana and 
Alabama-Birmingham. Kansas State and 
two C-USA toughies, Southern Miss and 
Louisville, are on the road, but two of the 
toughest three non-conference games, 
against Boston College and Kentucky, will 
be played at Nippert Stadium. 

Best matchup of the year: Strictly from 
a historic perspective: Tulane at 
Cincinnati, August 31, the first-ever C-USA 
football game. The October 26 Cincy- 
Louisville game will go a long way toward 
deciding the C-USA champion, 

Worst matchup of the year: Houston at 
LSU, September 7. The woeful Cougars 
playing in revived Death Valley? Not good. 
Bowl bound: None? That's a distinct pos- 
sibility. Yes, the C-USA champion has a tie- 
in with the Liberty Bowl, but thanks to the 
last remnants of the old Liberty Bowl 
Association, the scenario goes like this: If 
East Carolina has as good or a better 
overall record than the C-USA titlist, the 
bow! has the option of taking the Pirates for 
the third consecutive year, Just a guess, but 
that likely means the C-USA winner has to 
go 83. That’s a tall order, given the non-con- 
ference schedule of most C-USA schools 
and the relative parity in the league. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Louisville quarter- 
back Marty Lowe's. He passed for 2,268 
yards and 16 touchdowns last season and 
was named the Cardinals’ MVP. Jason 
Payne and Chris Redman will try to shoe- 
horn their way to prominence. 

Most overrated player: Southern Miss 
RB Harold Shaw. By this time, Shaw was 
supposed to be one of the biggest names 
across the football-mad South, It hasn’t 
happened. Yet. In Shaw's defense, nagging 
injuries trashed his sophomore season and 
a hamstring pull sidelined him for the last 
half of spring practice. If healthy, Shaw 
may be ready for a breakout performance. 
Most underrated player: Tulane LB 
Derrick Singleton. All the former prep quar- 


HONOR ROLL 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


PREDICTION 


ALL-CONFERENCE USA 


OFFENSE 
Pos, Name, School HUW Class 
“WR _ROBERTTATE,Cincimati 510/190 __ 
“WR MIGUEL MONTANO, Lovisvile —S-10B1 de 
‘TE _ CORY GEASON, Tulane 63/250. na 
To 


TERRELL, Southem Miss 65/10 Sr. 
67/300 


Top recruit in parentheses 


1, Houston (RB Ketric Sanford): Immediate help is on 
the horizon, with four JG impact players (LB Vaughn 
ar ce te ONE DE Patterson 
Owens, DB Devon Pender), plus Sanford, DB 
Corey Bradshaw and DL Marcus Sanders. 

22, Southein Mississippi (OL Shedrick Blackmon). 

8. Memphis (WR Damien Dodson). 

4. Cincinnati (FB Landon Smith), 

5, Tulane (QB Xavier Salazar). 

6, Louisville (DE Derrick Kennedy), 


terback does is make plays, He led the 
Green Wave in tackles and tackles for losses 
in '95 and ranked second in pass breakups, 
Best coach: School's still out, with four 
of the league’s coaches having less than 
four years’ experience under their belt. 
But you have to like what Rick Minter has 
done at Cincinnati and what Jeff Bower is 
accomplishing at Southern Miss, 

Best staff: Southern Miss easily could have 
packed it in last season. First came heart- 
breaking, last-minute losses to Alabama, 
Indiana, Cincinnati and East Carolina, then a 
blowout at Tennessee. But the Golden 
Eagles hung tough and pulled out two victo- 
ries to close the season at 6-5. A tip of the 
cap to Bower and all of his aides, who as a 
group didn't allow things to unravel. 

Coach on the hot seat: Tulane’s Buddy 
Teevens. After four years under Teevens, 
Tulane has nine wins, including a forfeit 
against Alabama. Patience has been a 
virtue, but Teevens realizes his squad 
needs to produce, particularly with 21 se- 
niors on hand. 

Best bets: Should Cincinnati continue its win- 
ning ways, look for another raid on the 
Bearcats’ coaching staff, including Rick Minter. 
.. Barring injury, Houston quarterback Chuck 
Clements will attain the 2,000-yard passing 
plateau for the second consecutive year. ... 
Louisville linebacker Tyrus McCloud will lead 
the Cardinals in tackles for the third consecu- 
tive season and teams will continue to throw 
away from Cardinals cornerback Sam 
Madison, .., As many as 10 players in 
Memphis’ signing class will see playing time. 
Odds and ends: If bloodlines mean any- 
thing, you've got to like Memphis tailback 
Shaun Sands and Louisville safety John 
Fuqua. Sands is the nephew of Dallas 
Cowboys wide receiver Michael Irvin and 


‘RB AS, iss 
SAM MADISON, Louisville 
KEITH SPANN, Memphis: 


Pos. Name, School HUW __ Class. 


K___ ERIC RICHARDS, Cincinnati 56/160 wh 
P JEREMY BORSETH; Louigul 6-286 


1 ROBERT TATE, a 


KR ROBERT TATE, Girona 


Eales OF THE YEAR 


WR, Cincinnati 


DEFENSE: 


‘SAM MADISON 
GB, Louisville 
NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR: 


OFFENSE: Ketric Sanford, RB, Houston 
DEFENSE: Leland Taylor, T, Louiville 


Fuqua is the son of former Pittsburgh 
Steelers running back Frenchy Fuqua. ... 
C-USA will have a televised game of the 
week, syndicated through Liberty Sports 
Network. ... Memphis hasn't had a back 
reach 100 yards in 14 games. 

—TIM DOHERTY 
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OD strengths: “Quarterback Sink 
Ricketts got his chance last year when 
starter Neil Dougherty was injured and 
proceeded to lead Miami to one of the 
most prolific offensive seasons in school 
history. Ricketts’ improvement was pro- 
found in the last three games, when he 
threw nine touchdown passes and just one 
interception. Standout guard Mike Bird, 
along with center Matt Cravens and tackles 
Mark Sroka and Chris Rhodes, returns 
from a line that helped Miami average 
205.5 yards rushing per game. 
Offensive weaknesses: It’s up to Ty King 
to lead Miami’s rushing game now that 
Deland McCullough, the MAC’s all-time 
leading rusher, is gone. 
Defensive strengths: Miami ranked 
second in the nation in total defense 
(251.6) last year, so it figures to be tough 
as leather with nine starters returning. 
Dee Osborne, perhaps the MAC's top de- 
fender, leads a strong unit of linebackers 
that also includes JoJuan Armour and 
Kenyon Harper. The secondary had a 
school-record 22 interceptions in 1995. 
Defensive weaknesses: With so many 
starters returning from such a great 1995 unit, 
it's hard to find any holes. But one of the two 
starters missing is MAC Defensive Player of 
the Year Johnnie Williams. It appears only 
overconfidence can hurt this group. 
Special teams: The Redskins have three 
untested players bidding to replace kicker 
Chad Seitz, the school’s No, 2 all-time 
scorer. That’s a concern. Jason Cheney is a 
quality punter who averaged 40.9 yards last 
year. Tremayne Banks opened eyes last year 
by averaging 13.3 yards per punt return. 
Key to success: Not falling victim to the 
label of favorite. Miami should win the 
crown, but any stumble could mean a hard 
tumble in the standings. 
Outlook: Miami has all the components to 
be a dominating team. The defense could 
be one of the MAC’s best in recent years, 
and the offense should good, too. Pencil 
the Redskins in as champs. 

REDSKINS DATA 
Coach: Randy Walker (34-27-5, 6 years). 
1995 record: 8-2-1. MAC: 6-1-1/2nd. 
Key losses: Brad Carisle, DE; Gene Guidry, G; Erie 
Henderson, WR; Deland McCullough, TB; Chad Seitz, K; 
Johnnie Williams, FS. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Jeremy Adkins, HB, 6-1/230, 
ts Tremayne Banks, WR, 5-10/180, Sr.; Eric Beverly, TE, 6 
4/255, Sr.; Mike Bird, G, 6-2/295, Jr.; Matt Cravens, C, 6- 
4/275, St.; Chris Rhodes, T, 6-2/265, Sr.; Sam Ricketts, QB, 6- 
2/215, Jt; Mark Sroka, T, 6-5/285, J, Defense (9): Joluan 
‘Armour, OLB, 6-1/205, Soph.; Kenyon Harper, MLB, 6-3/225, 
Sr; Jason Havens, T, 6-4/261, Jr; Jason Holmes, E, 6-3/251, 
Sr.; Patrice Morgan, T, 6-3/250, #@ Osborne, OLB, 6- 
2/215, Sr; Emest Perry, SS, 5-11/190, St; Cleon Plummer, 
B, 6-2/200, Sx; Jamie Taylor, OB, 5-9/170, J. Kickers (1): 
Jason Cheney, P, 6-2/185, Sr. 
Rast) relumees: aa} MLB, Soph, Ray Bames, WR, 

a 


9, Soph; 

Td Ste, G Soph: Mars Sop, OT, J Danian ugh, #8, 
ue 
‘Top newcomers: Ray Barnes, WR, Soph, (JC); Dustin 
Cohen, OLB, Fr. (RS); Gorey Estel, DL, Fr. Andy Habing, DE, 
Fr, (RS); Chris Huelsman, G, Fr. (RS); Chris Kalfatis, OT, Fr. 

; Don Nielsen, QB, Fr, (RS); 
(RS). 


ders: Rushing: King (96 at, 470 
: Ricketts (211 att, 108 comp, 7 INT, 14 
TD, 1,337 yds); Receiving: Banks (44 rec,, 733 yds., 510); 
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1. MIAMI 
2. BALL STATE 
3, EASTERN MICHIGAN 
4, TOLEDO 
5. BOWLING GREEN 
6. WESTERN MICHIGAN 
7. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
8. AKRON 
9. KENT : 
10. OHIO 
Tackles: Osborne (126); Sacks: Armour (7). 


Site: Oxford, Ohio. Stadium: Yagor (25,183). 
Last league tile won: 1986, 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 31—Kent Oct, 12—at Eastem Michigan 
Sept. 7—at Ball State Oct, 18a Akron 
Sept. 14a Indiana Oct 26—Army 


Sept. 21—Bowling Green 
Sept, 2¢—at Cincinnati 
Oct. 5Central seit 


Offensive Sean “Ball State fold a 
gem at tailback last year in LeAndre 


Nov. 2—at Toledo, 
Nov. $—Ohio 


EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 


Moore, who proved to be a nice complement 
for do-everything tailback/fullback/slotback 
Michael Blair. Quarterback Brent Baldwin is a 
good decision-maker and Tony Roush is a star 
guard. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Cardinals 
geared too much of their offense around 
Blair last season. Their goal in 1996 is to 
find more weapons, but that may be tough 
with a nondescript group of receivers. 
Defensive strengths: Strong safety Cory . 
Gilliard is one of the top players in the con- 
ference. He hits hard and is rarely out of 
position. Howard Simms, Aaron Gralak and 
Jeff Phelps form a strong linebacking trio 
that combined for 217 tackles last year. 
Defensive weaknesses: Despite ranking 
second in the MAC in total defense last 
year, Ball State ranked only fifth in 
turnovers forced. Somebody has to step in 
at end and pressure quarterbacks the way 
departed Keith McKenzie did last year. 
Special teams: Brad Maynard, who 
earned All-American mention from many 
organizations last season after pacing the 
nation with a 46.5-yard punting average, re- 
turns to add to his legacy. Kicker Brent 
Lockliear doesn’t have great range, but he 
was deadly inside 40 yards last season (10- 
of-14), Keyon Laws is a threat as a punt and 
kickoff returner. 
Key to success: An inexperienced re- 
ceiving corps last year led to a predictable 
offense. Unless Ball State, which boasts the 
best record in the MAC over the past three 
seasons, can overcome the same problem 
this year, it’s hard to'expect much progress. 
Outlook: As long as the offense develops 
and matures, Ball State should contend for 
the MAC championship. 

CARDINALS DATA 
Coach: Bill Lynch (7-4, 1 year; 43-16-3 overal, 6 years) 
1995 record: 7-4. MAC: 6-2/T31d, 
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In his first year as a starter, Eastern Michigan's Charlie Batch helped the Eagles set a ton of school of- 
fensive records in '95, when he finished fourth in the nation in total offense. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Key losses: Bary Ciark,S; Jermaine Daniels, DT; Catlos 
Davi, OT; Mite Freel, C; Keith McKenzie, DE. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Brent Baldwin, QB, 6-2/193, 
Sc; Michael Blair, TB, 6-0240, Sr; Brent Campbell, WR, 
6-1/203, Je; Manuel Compas, WR, 5-970, Soph; Jason 
Kent, FB, 510/196, St; Mike Kerigan, G, 61/253, Sr; Joe 
Magee, ,6-2/285, Sx; Tony Roush, G, 6-405, Sr; Brian 
VanDaele, TE, 6-2/256, Jr. Defense (8): Raphael Bal, CB, 
5-10/173, St; Cory Gillard, SS, 6-1/204, Sc; Aaron Gralak, 
OLB, 62/211, Sc; Grant Gay, CB, 51/176, Sr; Damon 
Hummel, T, 6-4/287, Soph; Jeff Phelps, OLB, 6-1/208, Jr; 
Howard Simms, LB, 6-129, Jc; Brian Wiliams, E,5-11/221, 
«Kickers (2): Brent Locklear, K, 5-10/174, Jr; Brad 
Maynard, P, 6-1/175, St. 

Other key returnees: Ed Abernathy, WR, Sr; Lioyd Brown, 
OLB, Jt; Marcellus Davis, WR, Sr. (RS); Phil Henry, C, Se; 
Keyon Laws, S/KR, Jt Hiram Maddox, DT, J; Travis MeNew, 
OT, Sr; LeAndre Moore, TB, Soph, Jerad O'Risky, DE, Jr; 
Mike Pickett, FB, Soph.; Troy Ramey, S, Jr; Dane Wheeler, 
TE, Soph.; Jason Wize, WR, Soph 

Top newcomers: Kevin Cartwright, TB, Fr. Jake Joset, OB, 
Fr. (RS) 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Blair (218 att, 819 
yds,, 4D); Passing: Baldwin (202 att, 119 comp,, 8 INT, 5 
TD, 1,192 yds); Receiving: Abernathy (31 rec, 288 yds, 4 
TD); Tackles: Giliad (100); Sacks: Willams and Gralak (3). 
Site: Muncie, Ind. Stadium: Ball State (21,581) 

Last league title won: 1998. 


SCHEDULE 


‘Aug, 29—at Kansas Oct, 18—at Bowing Green 
Sept. 7—Miami (Ohio) Oct, 26—at Central Michigan 
Sopl. 14—at Minnesota Nov. 2—at Eastem Michigan 


Sept. 2/—Central Florida Nov, 3—Kent 
Oct, 5—at Western Michigan Nov, 16—Toledo 
Oct, 12—Ohio 


3. EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Offensive strengths: Quarterback 
Charlie Batch emerged from unknown 
status last season to become the top-rated 
passer in the MAC and rank fourth in the 
nation in total offense. Tailback Savon 
Edwards is a capable rusher and a key part 
of the passing attack. If healthy, the line— 
paced by guard Mike Ericksen and center 
Matt Gregory—could be an asset. 
Offensive weaknesses: Batch lost his 
key targets with the graduation of re- 
ceivers Steve Clay and Bristol Greene and 
tight end Ryan Wheatley. The eight players 
trying to make up for the loss of the 126 re- 
ceptions by Clay, Greene and Wheatley 
combined for just 59 receptions in 1995. 
Defensive strengths: The secondary isn’t 
flashy and lacks big interception numbers, 
but it is the most efficient position on the 
defense and returns all four starters. 
Rodney Nubin has been a fixture at corner- 
back the past two seasons, and outside 
linebacker Avery Brown is a standout. 
Tackle Kevin Kwiatkowski hopes to re- 
bound to All-MAC status after a subpar 
1995. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Eagles’ de- 
fensive front seven doesn’t come up with 
enough big plays and lacks consistency be- 
cause of a lack of athletic ability. Being too 
soft up front resulted in opponents rushing 
for 214.9 yards per game in 95. 

Special teams: Kicker Justin Ventura was 
a dependable 11-of-14 on field-goal at- 
tempts in his first season last year. Punting 
is an unknown since the job likely will be 
handled by a first-year player. 

Key to success: The Eagles can't fade down 
the stretch as they did last season, when they 
dropped four of their final six games. 
Outlook: Eastern feels it will be better 
equipped than last year, when coach Rick 
Rasnick and his staff took over just two 
months before spring practice. That's 


scary for other league teams, since the lim- 
ited preparation time didn’t prevent the 
Eagles from smashing 43 school records in 
1995. EMU could steal the title this season. 
EAGLES DATA 
Coach: Rick Rasnick (65, 1 yea) 
1995 record: 6-5, MAC: 5-3/5th. 
Key losses: Mark Anderson, OLB; Steve Clay, FL; Jay 
Gardziola, P; Bristol Greene, SE; Bob Johnson, NG; Mike 
Lighter, OT; James Lowe, DE; Reese McCaskill, MLB; Kwesi 
Ramsey, OLB; Barry Stokes, OT; Mike Thomas, DB; Ryan 
Wheatley, TE; Tom Woodbury, G. 
Starters returning: Offense (4): Charlie Batch, QB, 62/210, 
‘Sr.; Savon Edwards, TB, 5-7/165, Jr.; Mike Ericksen, G, 
6-3/274, St.; Matt Gregory, C, 6-3/265, Sr. Defense (5); Corey 
Baskin, CB, 5-9/155, Je; Avery Brown, OLB, 6-3/238, Jr.; 
Kevin Kwiatkoushi,T, 6-4/270, St; Rodney Nubin, CB, 
6-0/195, Sr; Tery Reed, FS, 5-11/185, dr, Kickers (1); Justin 
‘Ventura, K, 5-8/184, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Kevin Allar, TE, Sr.; Dave Berney, 
OLB, S1; Don Broussard, LB, Soph. (RS/elbow); Reco 
Bryant, WR, J. (RS); Marcus Cox, SS, St.; Frank Czapski, 
G, Jr, (RS/njuries); Lional Dalton, NT, Je; Devin Grant, 
OLB, St; Mark Langkos, LB, Sr.; Gurald Lewis, DT, Sr.; 
Freddie Nelson, WR, Sr.; Frank Rocca, OT, Sr.; Lu. 
‘Shelton, OT, Soph, 
Top newcomers: Jason Beam, TE, Fr. (RS); Mark Crnkovio, 
FB, Jr (JC); Lawrence Davis, RB, Soph. (Prop 48); Jeremy 
Lingenfelter, ILB, Fr. (RS); Tom Michel, C, Fr. (RS); Corey 
‘Smith, DL, Fr. (RS); ris Wells, RB, Fr.; Mencil Wiliams, OL, 
Jr. (IC), 


Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Edwards (148 att, 
732 yds., 27D); Passing: Balch (424 at, 244 comp, 17 INT, 
21 TD, 3,177 yds.); Receiving: Edwards (43 rec., 432 yds., 3 
TD); Tackles: Brown (110); Sacks: Brown (10), 
Site: Ypsiant, Mich. Stadium: Rynearson (30,200). 
Last league ttle won: 1987. 

SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 31—Temple 


TOLEDO 


Offensive strengths: Running back 
Wasean Tait holds virtually all of Toledo's 
rushing records after last year’s 1,905-yard 
effort. He gained 140 or more yards in 
every game in 1995. Quarterback Ryan 
Huzjak had a MAC-best touchdown-to-in- 
terception ratio last year of 15-5. 

Offensive weaknesses: Only one starting 
lineman is back and the Rockets lost All- 
MAC tight end Steve Rosi, which means 
new blockers must be found if Tait is to re- 
peat as MAC Player of the Year. 
Defensive strengths: Outside line- 
backer Craig Dues is the impact player 
on an experienced defense. He had six 
interceptions last year. Including fumbles 
caused and recovered, Dues had a hand 
in 11 of Toledo’s 34 takeaways last 
season. Fellow linebacker Jamie Johnson 
is worth watching. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Rockets 
ranked last in the MAC in pass defense last 
year and lost the best player from their sec- 
ondary and their best pass rusher. 

Special teams: Toledo lost its kicker, but 
Ryan Klaer, the starter in 1994 before red- 
shirting last season, should step in. Punter 
Ty Grude had the MAC’s second-best ay- 
erage last year (42.8), while Dwayne 
Harris is a dangerous kickoff returner. 
Key to success: The new line opening 
holes for Tait like last year. If he gets bot- 
tled up, Huzjak can’t carry the offense. 
Outiook: The Rockets have enough talent 
to make a run at a second consecutive title, 


| chise. He was fired 11 games into the 
1995 season. 


| mentality to rise aboye the mediocre. 


THE PRESSURE'S ON 
Have the Falcons 
crested with Blackney? 


Losing records aren’t supposed to. 
happen at Bowling Green, which en- 
tering last season had posted a com- 
ane rari ie 

‘The program was about Las Vegas 
Bow! trips and MAC titles. In fact, the 
Falcons won consecutive MAC crowns 
in 1991 and ‘92, and 
went 9-2 overall (7-1 
in the MAC) i 


good after an early- 

‘season road victory Blackney 

at Missouri, but ital 

came tumbling down in the ugliness 

of a 5-6 mark, It was the school's first ~ 

dosing record since a 3-5-2 mark in 
Falcons coach Gary Blackney, en- 

tering his sixth season, must right his | 

asian tsa ant eae Ta Yea 


Pine didn’t take long for change to 
occur. Five assistants with a com- 
Hotei of service at Bowling | 

Green left. Blackney insists that had 

to do with the trouble on the 

ca hee around the league 
had their doubts, 

‘One of the reasons for the Falcons’ 
mediocre year was turnovers. During 
its dominating run from 1991-94, 
Bowling Green was superb in 
turnover margin. Last year, though, 
Gee had eight more turnovers 


y, Bowling Green slipped 
from one of the league’s best to an 
sao, ‘The Falcons were blanked 

season and scored just one 
Gelso on another occasion. It is | 


problem. 

Farragalli, whose Bowling Green 
offenses led the MAC in scoring 
three times, was offensive coordi- 
nator from 1991-94 before leaving for 
‘what turned out to be a disastrous 
coaching stint of Toronto's CFL fran- 


“In the past, we always went into 
games saying that not only were we 
ong win, there was no way we 
were peresony to lose,” Blackney said last 


The Falcons have to regain that _ 


level they slumped to in 1995. It's up to. 
Blarney stil ate 
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but they also could stumble to the middle 
of the pack. 

ROCKETS DATA 
Coach: Gary Pinkel (34-19-3, 5 years). 
1995 record: 11-0-1 (beat Nevada in Las Vagas Bow). MAC: 
TOAISt. 
Key losses: Jamal Belt, OB; ean ik Engel, 


Starters returning: Offense (5): Ryan Huzjak, QB, 6-2/195, 
Sr, Nate Johnson, G, 6-5/290, Sr; Brock Kretzbura, WR, 
6-2/175, Soph; James Spriggs, WR, 5-10/170, Sr.; aes 
Tail, TB, 58175, Sr, Defense (7): Loren Burkey, E, 6-9/240, 
; Craig Dues, OLB, 6:0/185, Sr.; Mark Herron, FS, 6-0/173, 


64/250, J. Kickers (1): Ty Grade, , 6-194, J. 
Other key returnees: James Bates, C, Jt; Paul Dalmas, G, 
Sr.; Matt Fernandez, DE, Sr.; Mace Freeman, H-Back, oe 


Sumplr, C8; Damon Waker, BT 
ut.; Chris Williams, OT, Jr.; Vince Wilson, WR, Sr. 

‘Top newcomers: Todd Burch, CB, Fr. (RS); Andy Comer, OT, Fr. 
(RS); Nate Jackson, WR, Fr; James Ross, DE, J 

State); Keith Travis, OLB, Fr. (RS); Jason Turner, WR, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Tait (357 att, 1,905 
yds, 20 TD); Passing: Huzjak (273 att, 156 comp, 5 INT, 15 
1D 1.80 6); Receng Keg 2 ec 256, 1 


Sit ate Ohio, Stadium: Giass Bow (26,248). 
Last league title won: 1995. 
SCHEDULE 
‘Sept. 7—Inciana 
Sept. 14a Akron 
Sepl. 21—at Easter Michigan 
Sept. 28—Weber State 
Oct. 5—Bowing Green 
Oct. 1¢at Louisiana Tech 


| __5. BOWLING GREEN 
Offensive strengths: Courtney Davis 
ranked second on the team with 282 yards 
rushing last season, and Bob Niemet, who 
started four games, is the best running quar- 
terback in coach Gary Blackney’s six sea- 
sons. 
Offensive weaknesses: The line was 
hampered by injuries last season, which 
limited the offense, and the two best 
players of that group have graduated. 
Tailback Keylan Cates tore up his knee 
during the spring and will miss the season. 
Defensive strengths: Bowling Green has 
featured good linebackers the past few 
seasons, and this year is no exception with 
Kevin O'Neill and Adam Lige, the top two 
tacklers on the team last year, patrolling 
the inside. 
Defensive weaknesses: Most starting 
spots in the line are unsettled. The sec- 
ondary also is riddled with questions, with 
as many as nine players in contention for 
starting roles. The Falcons ranked next-to- 
last in the MAC in ’95 with just seven fum- 
bles recovered. 
Special teams: Bowling Green is counting 
on sophomore Andy Pollock to assume 
punting and kicking chores. Davis doubles 
asa solid return man. 
Key to success: Forgetting 1995, when 
the Falcons went from prohibitive title fa- 
vorite to also-ran. 
Outlook: All of the positive thinking in the 
world won't solve Bowling Green's lack of 
firepower, on offense and defense. Another 
middle-of-the-pack finish is probable. 
FALCONS DATA 
Coach: Gary Blackney (41-14-2, 5 years). 
1995 record: 5-6. MAC: 2-5/6th, 
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UNVERSITY OF TOLEDO 


Toledo's Wasean Tait will have a tough time duplicating his '95 success, when he ran for 1,905 yards. 


Key losses: Steve Ayers, CB; Chad Bukey, OT; Darius Card, 
FB; Greg Cepek, DE; Ryan Henry, QB; Derek Schorejs, K; 
“Trevor Stover, TE; Andy Tracy, P; Jason Woulard, OLB, 
Starters retuning: Offense (6): Keylan Cates, TB, 6-1/225, 
So nis season wth ne uy): Dai Fara 6, 


541170, ‘Sr. Defense (7): Chioke j, CB (moved from 

SS), 5-10/190, Jr; Demetrius Carr, CB, 5-9/175, Jr.; Gardner 

Howard, T, 62270, Jc; Dan King NT, 61/260, Soph; Adam 

Lige, ILB, 5-11/210, Soph.; Kevin ONeill, ILB, 6-1/230, Jr; 
None. 


z 5, TB, Se; Tony , 
Hemke, OT, dr; Brian Manns, OLB, Jc; Bob Niemet, QB, Soph; 
Andy Pollock, KIP, Soph; Steve Sheets, OT, Sc; Damon Smith, 
OT, St; Wile Watson, DE, J; Jamaine Wiliams, FS, Jc; Junior 
Wiliams, SS, Soph. 

‘Top newcomers: Tyrone Cole, CB, Fr. (RS); Chris Della 
Veta LB Fr: Danvon Harton, WR. d(C); Tey Laie, 
WR, Jr. (IC); Chad McCarthy, G, Fr. (RS); Anon Miler, NT, Fr. 
(RS); Joe ONeil,ILB, Fr. (RS); J. Upshaw, G, Fr, (RS). 
Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Cates (220 att, 86 
yds, 7 1), Passing: Nemet (135 at, 62 comp, BINT, 47D, 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at Alabama Oct. 19—Ball State 
Sept. 14—Temple Oct. 26—at Ohio 
Sept.21—at Miami (Ohio) Nov. 2—at Akron 
Sept. 28—Central Michigan Noy. 9—Westem Michigan 
Oct. 5—at Toledo Nov. 16—at Central Florida 
Oct. 12—Kent 
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Offensive strengths: st-team 
pick Tony Knox is the leader of an experi- 
enced receiving corps. Joe Lewandowski is 
one of the MAC’s best tackles. 

Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback Jay 
McDonagh, three-time team MVP, is 
gone. Replacement candidates Tim Lester, 
a redshirt freshman, and John Holba, a 
transfer from Ohio, have no experience. 
Bruno Heppell will try to replace Jim 
Vackaro, who gained a school-record 
4,446 all-purpose yards during his career. 
Heppell will work behind a line that fea- 
tures three new starters. 

Defensive strengths: Tackle Chris 
Rawson and outside linebacker Rick Lucas 
combined for 15 tackles for loss last year 
and both earned All-MAC second-team 
honors. Cornerback Heron O'Neal has ac- 
tive hands, evidenced by his nine passes 
broken up in 1995. 

Defensive weaknesses: Sophomore 
tackle Dan Falcon has to pick up the slack 
created by the loss of three-time All-MAC 
pick Dion Powell. Inexperienced players 
make the secondary questionable. 

Special teams: The Broncos ranked last 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


in the conference in net punting and punt 
returns. Three players are vying to replace 
three-year kicker Kevin Knope. Incumbent 
punter Zak Kemp may lose his job to JC 
transfer Robert Ralston. Knox is a decent 
kickoff returner. 
Key to success: Finding replacements for 
McDonagh and Vackaro, and developing 
depth and remaining healthy in the offen- 
sive line, secondary and backfield. 
Outlook: Western must replace 13 
starters, so a rebuilding challenge looms. 
That means the Broncos, who have six 
consecutive winning seasons, can only 
hope to play the role of spoiler. But the fu- 
ture looks bright, thanks to consecutive 
strong recruiting classes. 

BRONCOS DATA 
Coach: Al Molde (60-38-2, 9 years; 158-91-8 overall, 


Key losses: Rich Kaiser, DE; Kevin Knope, K; Jay 
MoDonagh, QB; Tristan Moss, CB; Dean Polee, OLB; Dion 
Powell, DT; Jaff Quintana, G; Marvin Reynolds, S; Mat 
Riordan, G; Eric Sain, FB; Alex Schulz, LB; Joe Sherdan, OT; 
dim Vackaro, TB; Andre Vaughn, LB, 

Starters returning: Offense (5): Jim Holand, TE, 65/243, Sr; 
Pat Kennedy, C, 6-4/260, Tony Knox, WR, 6:9/170, Sr; 
Joe Lewandowski, 6-285, J; Ryan Sylvester, WR, 
6-177, Sr. Defense (4): Pat ckson,E, 6:7270, Sr; ick 
Lucas, 10, Jr; Heron O'Neal, CB, 6-1/182, Jr 
Kickers (1) Zak Kemp, P, 


Other key returnees: Etc Boersma, DE, St; Andy Brasoshy, 
$, Sr; Jason Gavanaugh, OT, Soph,; John Coleman, FB, Sr 
Dan Falcon, DT, Soph.; Montes Gords, WR, Sr; Todd Hanley, 
ILB, Sr; Bruno Heppell, TB, Sr; Steve Maloney, OLB, Js 
Tarrence MoEvans, CB, Jt; Jon Pryor, OLB, Sr. Steve Roon, 
ILB, Jr; Philip VanHooks, G, St. 

‘Top newcomers: Brian Gatch, ILB, Fr, (RS); Robert Hatch, 
RG, Fr. (RS); John Holba, OB, Soph, (ransfer/Ohio); Tim 
Laster, QB, Fr (RS); Jake Moreland, TE, Fr. (RS); Scot Niles, 
LB, Fr, (RS); Robert Ralston, P, J, (JC); Derick Royal, WR, 
Ft; Wes Searer, WR, Fr, (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Heppell (139 at, 
699 yds, 7 1D); Passing: None; Recelving: Knox (43 re0, 
430 yds, 37D); Tackles: O'Neal (50); Sacks: Pryor (4), 

Site: Kalamazoo, Mich, Stadlum: Waldo (30,200). 

Last league ttle won: 1988, 


SCHEDULE 
Aug. 29—Eastem ilinois Oct, 12—at Wyoming 
Sept. 7—at West Virginia Oct, 26--at Toledo 
Sepl. 14—Eastern Michigan Nov, 2—Ohio 
Sept, 21—at Central Michigan Nov, 9~at Bowing Green 
Sept, 28—at Akron Nov. 16-Kent 
Oct, 5Bal State 


7. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Offensive strengths: Chad Darnell had a 
good debut season as a starting 
quarterback, but he'll need to increase his 
yardage and touchdown totals if the 
Chippewas hope to improve. Tiny tailback 
Silas Massey earned MAC Freshman of 
the Year honors after rushing for 1,089 
yards. Three returning starters on the line, 
including massive tackle Scott Rehberg, 
will make Massey's life easier. 

Offensive weaknesses: Who's going to 
catch Darnell’s passes? Central Michigan 
can forget about improving if it continues 
to commit turnovers, 

Defensive strengths: Three starters re- 
turn in the secondary, including all-star 
free safety Quincy Wright, and all four 
starting linebackers return, headlined by 
Cory Gildersleeve and Charlie Bush. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Chippewas’ 
pass-rushing efforts are hampered by an 
inexperienced line. With little pressure, 
don’t expect Central Michigan to net many 


interceptions. 

Special teams: The kicking game will be 
shaky. Ben Kroft will get the first opportu- 
nity to punt, while Adam Williams and 
Casey Wilson will vie for kicking duties, 
Reggie Allen and Massey are threatening 
kickoff-return men. 

Keys to success: It’s imperative that last 
season’s rookie starters mature and play 
with savvy. The kicking game must de- 
velop, or Central Michigan can forget 
about winning many close games. 
Outlook: The Chippewas, coming off their 
worst season since 1962, return 16 
starters, but the talent level isn’t exception- 
ally high. That doesn’t bode well in a con- 
ference that should be strong. 


GHIPPEWAS DATA 
Coach: Dick Pre fs 10, 2 years). 
1995 T7th, 


Key losses: Brad Bn Bryan Carpenter, G; Grant 
Elmquist, WR; Chad Frazier, FB; Brock Gutierrez, C; Alex 
Kemp, P; Chad Murphy, SS; Mich Panchula, DT. 

Starters returning: Offense (7); Chad Darel, 0B, 6-0/190, 
Sr, Rolie Faris, G, 6-8/290, Jr; Gary Glowack, 7, 6-4/290, 
Jt, Silas Massey, TB, 5-8/175, Soph.; Scott Rehberg, T, 
6-8/920, Sr; Bryan Schorman, SE, 6-1/190, Soph,; Adam 


Simonson, TE, 65/280, Soph, Defonse (9): Travis Allen , = 
4260, dr Chae Bus, ILB, 62/225, J. Cory Gildesleove, 
ILB, 6.2295, Sr; Bubba Hester, OLB, 61/200, Sr; Jason 
Husband, CB, 6-0/175, Jr; Calvin Massenberg, NT 60/270 
Soph, 

68, 


shawn Will 
190, Sr, Kicl 


rg Spranger, OLB, 62/290, Sr; 
75, Soph; Quincy Wight, F: 


y returnees: Reggie Alen, WR, Soph; Jeff Angeli, 
FB, Soph,; Steve Kell, TE, St. Jim Kozlowski, C, Sr; Ban 
Kot, Pt; don Meal, DT, Soph; Gene Miller, G, Soph, 
Daryl Monte, SS, ur Ca, Remo, DT, Sophy; Damon Tolbert, 
TB, Sr Adam Wiliams, K, Jt; Casey Wilson, K, Jr 

‘Top newcomers: Joe Adam, NT, Fr, (RS); Jason Koster, G, 
Fr. (RS); Gabe McMasters, OLB, F, (RS); Eric Pago, OT, Fr 
(RS); Pete Shepherd, QB, Fr; Jeny Stempien, DT, Fr. (RS); 
Jerome Winston, SS, Fr, (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Massey (225 at, 
4,089 yds, 8 7D); Passing: Darnall (258 at, 130 comp, 12 
INT, 10 TD, 1,724 yds); Recelving: Schorman (38 rec, 604 


Free safely Quney Wright heads a group of three 
returning starters in the Chippewas’ secondary, 
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yds., 37D); Tackles: Gidersleeve (127); Sacks: Hester (4). 
Site: Mount Pleasant, Mich. Stadium: Kelly/Shorts (20,086). 
Last league title won: 1994. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at Boise State Oct. 12—Akron 
Sept. 7—at Vigna Oct. 19Eastem Michigan 
‘Sept. 14—Louisiana Tech Oct. 26—Ball State 
Sept. 21—Western Michigan Nov. 2—at Kent 
Sopt.28—at Bowling Green Nov, @at Toledo 
(Oct. 5—at Miami (Ohio) 

KRON 


Offensive strengths; Akron probably will 
be changing quarterbacks again, but that 
isn’t necessarily bad, Redshirt freshman 
Willie Spencer impressed coaches in spring 
practice. His athletic ability is similar to 
former Zips quarterback Marcel Weems. 
Tailback Yasin Reeder, a transfer from 
Pacific, should help the running game. 
Offensive weaknesses: The line, which 
wasn't very physical last year and got 
pushed around by most teams, is a big con- 
cern despite the return of all five starters, 
Defensive strengths: Ten starters are 
back, but it’s unknown if that's good be- 
cause the unit allowed a MAC-worst 38.9 
points and 251,9 rushing yards a game. The 
secondary, led by cornerback Jonathan 
Eaton, is the defense’s best unit. 
Linebacker Jason Taylor is worth watching. 
Defensive weaknesses: It begins at the 
point of attack, The Zips’ line gets pushed 
around, which makes for a lot of long 
afternoons. Also, Akron is plagued by too 
much inexperience, 
Special teams: A new kicker must be 
found, along with a replacement for 
standout return man Lew Lawhorn. But 
punter Lloyd Kessler, who averaged 37.8 
yards per punt, is back. 
Key to success: How much progress the 
linemen make in the weight room during 
the offseason. Coaches think the linemen 
are getting stronger, but the transformation 
likely will take more than one offseason. 
Outlook: As the cliche says, games are won 
in the trenches, where Akron is overmatched. 
Complicating matters is a brutal schedule 
that includes Virginia Tech and Illinois. That 
means it'll be a long season—again. 

ZIPS DATA 


th. 
his ‘Counehan, DE; Tommy Dunn, TB; Josef 
; Matt Kaulig, QB; Lew Lawhom, WR, 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Terel Dixon, TB, 5:10/195, 
Jt; Brian Gabriesheski, T, 6-4/260, Sr, Bill Hildebrand, C, 
65/310, Soph. Andy Kittle, G, 6-4/285, Sr; Kevin Kuntz, G, 
6-4/245, Soph.; Bil Putney, TE, 6-2/240, Soph.; Jamia Reader, 


_ FB, 6-2/230, Jr; Rick Scheiderer, 7, 6-4/300, Soph.; Matt Thiry, 


WR, 5-10/182, Sr, Defense (10); Eric Anderson, E,6-4/280, 
Janey Bennet, T,6-1260, Soph,; Bryan Coles, CB, 
6-2/175, Soph; Jonathan Eaton, CB, 6-2/185, Soph; George 
Germany, 8S, §-11/181, Soph, Jofn Harpring, FS} 62/210, 
St: Ahmad Peterson, LB, 6-0/200, Soph; Patrick Powell, LB, 
617290, J Jos Fumo, T, 65/285, St; Jason Taylor, LB, 6 
5/230, Sr, Kickers (1): Lloyd Kessler, , 6-020, Jt. 

Other key returnees: Mike Junko, QB, St; Grag Lomax, TB, 
Soph; Brian Magrel, QB, Jr; Devon Scot, WR, St.; Mack 
Warren, DT, Sc; Tak West, DE, Sr; Chad Zgono, TE, Jt 
Top newcomers: Bill Burke, LB, Fr. (RS); George Cameron, 
LB, F. (RS); Stephen Hale, OT, Fr. (RS); Nate Johnson, LB, 
Soph, (Pron 48); Julius Lancaster, SS, Fr, (RS); Greg Peugot, 
WR, Fr; Yasin Reeder, TB, Sr ransferPactc; Wille 
Spencer, OB, Fr. (RS). 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Dion (143 at, 468 
yds. 1 TD); Passing: Junko (148 att, 78 comp, 7 INT, TD, 
864 yd); Recelving: Reader (20 rec, 125 yds, 2 TD}; 
Tackles: Taylor (99); Sacks Taylor (5) 

Site: Akron, Ohio, Stadium: Rubber Bow (35202). 
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MID-AMERICAN 


Last league ttle won: None. 


SCHEDULE 
Aug, 20—at Ohio Oct, 12—at Central Michigan 
Sept. 7—Virginia Tech Oct, 18-Miami (Ohio) 
Sept. 44—Toledo Oct, 26—at Norther Ilinois 
Sept. 21—at linois Nov. 2—Bowiing Green 


Sept. 28—Westem Michigan. Nov. 9—at Easter Michigan 
Oct. 5—at Kent 


Offensive strengths: Tackle Steve 
Zahursky, a two-year starter with good 
strength who has increased his size, is 
one of four returning starters on the 
line. Tailback Astron Whatley has 
rushed for nearly 2,000 yards in his first 
two seasons and will get help from JC 
transfer Frankie Sinclair. Tight end O.J. 
Santiago can surprise defenses with his 
receiving ability. 
Offensive weaknesses: The quarter- 
backing must improve over last season’s ef- 
fort, which featured 16 interceptions and 
just six touchdown passes. Besides 
Whatley’s 978 yards rushing, the other 
Flashes produced just 191 yards. Kent 
needs a fullback. 
Defensive strengths: Linebacker Justin 
Sanford ranked second in the MAC in 
tackles last season and has the ability to 
force fumbles. Tackle Shawn Thompson, 
linebacker Roger Terry and free safety Joe 
Karr give the Golden Flashes hope. 
Defensive weaknesses: Kent must find 
three new line starters, but that may not be 
bad. Last year, Kent ranked next-to-last in 
the MAC in rushing yards allowed (2,547). 
Special teams: They're not good. Roger 
Forgatsch rarely bailed out the defense in 
‘95 by ranking ninth in the MAC with a 
36.2-yard punting average. Kicker Joseph 
Romano made just 7-of-14 field-goal at- 
tempts in 1995, including 4-of-11 from 30 
yards and out. 
Key to success: It starts with recruiting, 
where Kent has failed in the past. But there's 
hope this year in freshman quarterback Jose 
Davis and JC transfers Ron “Bam Bam” 
White on the offensive line and Sinclair. 
Outlook: It looks like more of the same for 
the Golden Flashes, who are 8-68-1 in the 
past seven seasons, 

GOLDEN FLASHES DATA 
Coach: Jim Corrigall(3-18-1, 2 years), 
1995 record: 1-9-1. MAC: 0-7-1/10th, 
Key loss ike Barry, DE; Steve DeLucia, G; Brian Miller, 
LB; Chris Morgan, FB; Steve Szymanowski, DE; Gerald 
Washington, DT. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (9): Todd Goebel, OB, 6-3/200, 
‘Soph.; Bob Halien, C, 6-4/240, Jr.; Lance Hansen, WR, 
5-40/174, Sr; Doug Morgan, T, 6-4/270, Sr; O.J, Santiago, 
TE, 6-71299, Sr; Kantroy Walker, WR, 5-8/174, St; Donny 
White, G, 6-4/261, Sr.; Astron Whatley, TB, 58/177, Jr; Steve 
Zahursky, T, 6-5/245, Jt. Defense (6): Tony Britt, CB, 
5-10/162, Sr; Brad Hartman, E, 6-4/255, Soph.; Joe Karr, FS, 
510/180, Sr;Al Philips, SS, 5-9/183, Soph. Justin Sanford, 
OLB, 5-11/179, Jr; Shawn Thompson, T, 6-0/280, Jt. Kickers 
(2): Roger Forgatsch, P, 6-0/250, Sr.; Joseph Romano, K, 
5-9/180, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Tyrell Clinton, DE, St.; Chris Cogan, 
LB, Soph.; Quincy Falker, LB, Soph.; Kevin Haynes, CB, 
Soph.; Mare O'Brien, OB, Sr; Eric Pierre-Louis, DB, Soph.; 
Courtney Short, DE, J; Roger Terry, LB, Jr. (RS/shoulder). 
‘Top newcomers: Jose Davis, QB, Fr.; Roger Powell, FB, Fr, 
(RS); Frankie Sinclair, TB, Jr. (JC); Jason White, QB, Fr. (RS); 
Ron White, OL Jr. (JC), 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Whatley (231 att, 
978 yds., 51D); Passing: Goebbel (164 att, 75 comp, 11 


Tallback Astron Whatley, who ran for 978 yards last season, is one of the few bright spots for Kent. 


INT, 3 TD, 792 yds.); Receiving: Walker (28 rec, 328 yds, 2 
TD); Tackles: Sanford (136); Sacks: Sanford (3) 

Site; Kent, Ohio. Stadium: Dix (30,520). 

Last league title won: 1972. 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 31—at Miami (Ohio) Oct. 4-Ohio 
Sept. 7—at Pitsburgh Oc, 26—at Easter Michigan 


Sept. 14—Youngstown State Nov. 2—Central Michigan 
Sep 2a Nevada Nov, $a Ball Site 

Oct. 5—Akron Nov. 18—at Westem Michigan 
Oat at Boving Gren 


Offensive SENS Quarterback 
Kareem Wilson, one of the top freshmen in 
the conference last year, led Ohio in 
rushing, passing and scoring. But his status 
is clouded by academic problems. Fullback 
Steve Hookfin has increased his strength. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Bobcats’ 
main running threats are likely to be 
freshmen. All five starting linemen return, 
but they need to improve if the Bobcats 
hope to have an effective triple-option. 
Defensive strengths: The team’s two 
sack leaders, outside linebackers Andre 
Jackson and Charles Owens, have good 
skills. Brandon Cade and Mark Stubbs are 
good cover cornerbacks, and free safety 
Justin Anderson is a tackling machine. 
Defensive weaknesses: Ohio must re- 
place its top three tacklers. The line was 
shabby last year, which means all jobs are 
open, although hopes are high for Air 
Force transfer Bobby Holloway, a tackle. 
Special teams: Jon Beier, who aver- 
aged 40 yards per boot in 1995, is bat- 
tling Greg Krauss for the punting job. 
Krauss also is a top contender for 
kicking duties. Hank Ray might be the 
best kick returner in the MAC. 

Key to success: Ohio, which has just 10 
victories this decade, seems to enter 
every season with freshmen and sopho- 
mores dominating its two-deep roster. It 
has to find a way to gain stability and de- 


128 The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


velop experience. 
Outlook: Ohio returns 17 starters, but itis 
experimenting at many spots to find the 
right pairings. Combine that with a tough 
schedule that includes eight road games, 
and it will be tough year for the coach Jim 
Grobe and the Bobcats. 
BOBCATS DATA 

‘Coach: Jim Grobe (2-8-1, 1 year), 
4995 record: 2-8-1. MAC: 1-6-1/9th. 
Key losses: Rich Antonaros, OT; Burt Brooks, NG; Paul 
‘Damiso Johnson, SS; Benny King, ILB; Kevin 

awn Smith, WR; Jabaar Thompson, ILB. 
Starters returning: Offense (): Jason Caual,G, 64/280, 
Jt. Steve Hookfin, FB, 6-1/195, Soph.; J.D. Hupp, T, 6-2/245, 
‘Soph.; Hank Ray, RB/KR, 5-11/175, Sr; Aaron Shreffler, C, 6- 
4/255, Sr; Mike Solominsky, G, 6-2/240, Soph,; Lonche 


Cade, CB, 5-11/175, Jr.; Tom Carder, ILB, 6-1/215, Soph.; 
Andre Jackson, OLB, 5-11/205, Jr.; Charles Owens, OLB, 6- 
2/220, Sr.; Ron Reider, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; Mark Stubbs, CB, 5- 
10/175, Soph.; Geno Walsh, NG, 6-2/240, Soph. Kickers (1): 
Jon Beier, P, 5-11/180, J 


Other key returnees: Maro Daniel, DT, Sr. (RSVinjury); 
Lonnie Fields, FS, Sr; Dennis Fitzgerald, CB, Soph, Sid Hall, 
LB, Je; Karim Hil, RB, Soph; Brian Huston, K, Soph; Tevel 
Jones, DB, Jr. (RSfacademics); Nick Magistrale, OLB, Jr; 
Damion Maxwell, WR, Soph. Ewane Nanj, RB, Soph; Rahim 
Slaise, OLB, Soph; Nick Toth, RB, Soph.; Lakers Townsend, 
RB, Sr. (RSIInjuy). 

Top newcomers: B., Frankin, QB/WR, Jr. (ransterWake 
Forest); Bobby Holloway, DT; Sr. (ransler/Ar Force); Greg 
Krauss, K, Fr; David Murphy, OB, Fr; Tavares Rankin, WR, Fr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Wi'son (249 at, 
£893 yds,, 10D); Passing: Wilson (130 att, 48 comp.,OINT, 
3 TD, 657 yds); Receiving: Thrash (7 rec, 114 yds., 0D); 
Tackles: Anderson (108); Sacks: Jackson, Owens (6). 

Site: Athens, Ohio, Stadium: Peden (20,000). 

Last league title won: 1968, 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 28—Akron Oct. 19—at Kent 
Sepl. 7—at Hawaii Oct, 26—Bowiing Green 
Sept. 4—at Amy Nov, 2—at Western Michigan 


‘Sept. 21—at Northwestern 
Oct. 5—Eastem Michigan Nov, 16—at East Carolina 
Oct. 12—at Ball State Nov. 23—Toledo 

Doug Zaleski is a sportswriter for the 
Muncie (Ind.) Evening Press. 


Nov. 9—at Miami (Ohio) 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK. 


Scoutine THE MAC 


Ascending: Miami. After winning the 
MAC title in 1986, the Redskins averaged 
3.8 conference victories from 1987-94. 
Miami surged to a six-win, second-place 
finish in 1995 and is favored to claim the 
title this season. 

Descending: Bowling Green. It was the 
bully of the MAC from 1991-94, when it 
won two titles and finished second and 
third the other two seasons. But the 
Falcons tumbled to sixth last season and 
face another middle-of-the-pack finish. 
Nightmare schedule: Akron. In consec- 
utive weeks in September, the Zips host 
Big East champ Virginia Tech and MAC 
title contender Toledo, travel to Illinois 
and return home to play Western 
Michigan, which it has lost to six consec- 
utive times. 

Dream schedule: Eastern Michigan. The 
Eagles play the top three MAC contenders 
(Toledo, Miami and Ball State) at home and 
close the season with four of five games at 
home, where they went 3-1 last season. 
Best matchup of the year: Miami at 
Toledo, November 2. Last season, a wild 
finish produced a 28-28 tie. This year’s 
game likely will have a great impact on 
who wins the conference title. 

Worst matchup of the yeat: Ohio at 
Kent, October 19. In two of the past three 
years, Kent hasn't won a MAC game. Ohio 
has one conference victory in the past two. 
years. Anybody want a ticket? 

Bowl bound: Miami should play a 
December game for the first time since a 
1986 trip to the California Bowl. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Miami TB Deland 
McCullough’s. He finished his career as 
the MAC’s leading career rusher with 
4,368 yards. He set Miami’s single-season 
rushing record with 1,627 yards in 1995, 
when he became the first player in school 
history to lead the team in rushing four 
years in a row. Senior Ty King, who has 
779 career yards, is the heir apparent. 
Most overrated player: All kickers, who as 
a group last season were some of the most 
ordinary the MAC has seen in years. The 
league's best kicker made 14 field goals and 
five in the top 10 made nine or fewer. 

Most underrated player: Toledo ILB 
Jamie Johnson. During the Rockets’ 
championship season in 1995, he led them 
in tackles with almost 12 per game, yet 
didn’t even receive honorable mention sta- 
tus on the all-conference team. 

Best coach: Eastern Michigan’s Rick 
Rasnick. You have to marvel at the job 
Rasnick did last season. Hired in 
January 1995, he took over a team that 
didn’t have a winning record in the pre- 
vious five seasons. He proceeded to 
guide the Eagles to a 6-5 mark as the 
team smashed 43 school records. 

Best staff: Central Michigan’s assistants 
must be doing something right to hang 
around so long. Denny LaFleur is in his 
21st season with the Chippewas, Jim 
Schulte his 20th, Plas Presnell his 14th 
and Tom Kearly his 12th. 

Coach on the hot seat: Central Michigan’s 


HONOR ROLL 


Best special teams: Bal Sia, 
Hardest hitter: Cory Giliard, SS, Bal Site, 


PREDICTION 


Pos._Name, Schoo! 
Best backup quarterback: Mat Knisely, Bal State. im 
Best pro prospect: Brad Maynard, F Balam 
Best game-day atmosphere: Toledo. TE 
i 
T 
RANKING THE RECRUITING g 
Top recruit in parentheses 8 & 
AST NR Nae ln) Toes a cal E eM a 
nd coincic Dé 7 t 
tela tegs vst acenet wen FEMORAL BA aS S940 
recruits gota chance to fea! the excitement in, } DEFENSE 
Ae (OL Corey Ett) Fon Here. Wa 
ey Estl). 
a ant Green ie Chris Della Vela). £ ACN HOMES Aan 
4. Ohio (QB David Murphy). RAEON WE 
5, Central Michigan (QB Pete Shepherd), E__ PAT JACKSON, Westem Michigan 69270 


6. Ball Stale (RB Kevin Cartwright), 
7. Western Michigan (WR Derrick Royal). 
8. Kent (OB Jose Davis). 
9, Eastem Michigan (RB Idris Wells), 

10. Akron (WR Greg Peugol). 


Dick Flynn. Flynn won the MAC title in 
his first year in 1994, then slipped to 2-6 in 
the conference last year. The Chippewas 
aren't used to losing, so another subpar 
season will make 1994 a distant memory. 

Best bets: Akron, Kent and Ohio will fin- 
ish in places eight through 10, ... Talented 
running backs are in abundance, as 
Toledo’s Wasean Tait, Ball State's Michael 
Blair and LeAndre Moore, Kent's Astron 
Whatley, Central Michigan’s Silas Massey 
and Bowling Green’s Courtney Davis pos- 
sess first-team all-conference ability. ... 
MAC teamis play seven games against Big 
Ten teams, but they'll be hard-pressed to 
win any of them. But if it happens, the 
most likely winner will be either Miami or 
Toledo over Indiana. 

Odds and ends: Miami quarterback 
Sam Ricketts is 8-1-1 asa starter. ... Toledo 
rewarded Gary Pinkel for leading the 
Rockets to the 1995 title and Las Vegas 
Bowl victory with a fouryear contract 
extension in March. The contract runs 
through 2000 and includes a base salary 
of $90,000. Additional radio and television 
money of around $25,000 makes Pinkel 
the highest-compensated coach in the 
MAC. ... When Indiana visits Toledo on 
September 7, it will mark the first time a 
Big Ten school has played at a MAC 
school. ... Ball State All-American punter 
Brad Maynard has a 43.7 career average 
on 183 punts. The NCAA record for play- 
ers with 200 or more punts is 44.7 by Ray 
Guy of Southern Mississippi. ... The MAC 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 1996, 
.. Next season, the MAC will add 
Northern Illinois and Division IAA 


{8 KEVINONEILL, Bowing Green 6-1230 
1B KENYON HARPER, Miami 

(CB JAMIE TAYLOR, Miami 
GB RODNEY NUBIN, Eastem Nicigan 
S___ CORY GILLIARD, 


Ball State Se 
S QUINCY WRIGHT, C. Michigan 6-1/0 


Pos. Name, School 
JUSTIN VENTURA, E Mictigan 58/184 Soph. 


{HANK RAY, Ohio Universiy ——S-11/175 Se. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


HLUWL Class 


DEFENSE: 
DEE OSBORNE 
OLB, Miami 


TOP NEWCOMERS: 


OFFENSIVE: Jose Davis, QB, Kent 
DEFENSIVE: Bobby Holloway, T; Ohio 


Marshall, Division I-AA Buffalo will join in 
either 1998 or ’99. ... Bowling Green's 41- 
14-2 (737) record since 1991 is the 13th- 
best mark in the nation in that span. 


—DOUG ZALESKI 
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BIG WEST 


1. UTAH STATE 
Offensive strengths: The Aggies received 
a gift from the NCAA when running back 
Abu Wilson was awarded an extra year (his 
sixth) of eligibility. He is the key to this 
offense, and if Utah State is to win the con- 
ference, Wilson will be the reason. The 
Aggies also signed a group of receivers that 
should elevate what has been a struggling 
passing game, 
Offensive weaknesses: The quarterback 
position is far from settled and it could keep 
the Aggies from realizing their potential. 
Talent certainly exists on the line, but it’s a 
matter of finding the right combination. 
Eighteen linemen made it into games last year. 
Defensive strengths: With Danilo 
Robinson at end and David Gill at line- 
backer, no school in the league can match 
the Aggies’ front seven. Utah State also has 
the best secondary in the Big West, a 
Jeague not noted for having great ones. 
Defensive weaknesses: Even with 
Robinson, the line could use more help. So 
could Gill at linebacker. More defenders 
must be found to combat the wide-open 
offenses the Aggies will face. 
Special teams: The Aggies have the con- 
ference’s best kicker (Micah Knorr), best 
punter (Nathan Morreale) and best kick 
returner (Jason Bandy). 
Key to success: Utah State has the talent 
to win the league if it can fill the holes on 
defense and find a dependable quarterback. 
The conference schedule is favorable, with 
the toughest games (Nevada and Idaho) at 
home; in fact, for only the fourth time in its 
104-year football history, Utah State has as 
many as six home games. 
Outlook: Unlike last season, when Nevada 
was the clear favorite, the conference race is 
wide open. One slip-up by Utah State could 
open the door for either Nevada or Idaho. 
But the conditions appear right for USU to 
win its second league title in four years. 

AGGIES DATA 

Coach: John L. Smith (4-7, 1 year; 67-28 overall, 7 years). 
1995 record: 4-7. Big West: 4-2/T2nd. 
Key losses: Kevin Alexander, WR; Kenyatta Green, LB; 
‘Shawn Griswold, TE; Travis Guiney, C; Jalonn Harrison, WR; 
Matt Hauk, DT; Robert Holmes, G; Novich Hunter, OT; Markell 
MoCain, OLB; Ivy Russell, WR. 
Starters returning: Offense (4): Brandon Dyson, T, 6-3/286, 
Jt; Troy Kema, G, 6-3/287, Sr.; Patrick Mullins, OB, 6-4211, 
Sr; Abu Wilson, RB, 6-1/207, St. Defense (8): Sean’ 
Coleman, SS, 5-9/191, Sr; Ben Crosland, E, 6-5/259, Jr; 
Walter Fiefia, T, 6-0/272, Jr.; David Gill, LB, 6-0/230, Si 
Hudson, CB, 6-0/194, Sr; Craig Miller, CB, 5-10/187, Soph.; 
Danilo Robinson, E, 6-1/250, Sr.; Spencer Waggoner, OLB 
(moved from SS), 5-11/196, Sr, Kickers (2): Micah Knorr, K, 
64/179, Sr.; Nathan Morreale, P, 5-11/180, Sr, 
Other key returnees: Jason Bandy, WRVKR, Sr. Melvin 
Blue, RB, Soph.; Johndale Carty, FS, Soph.; Eddie Davis, LB, 
Sr.; Derek DeCesare, LB, Soph.; Vaea Fiefia, DE, Soph.; 
‘Aaron Frazier, WR, Sr,; Tai Gordon, CB, Sr.; Chad Lyman, 
DL, Jr; London MeBride, TE, Soph.; Gregory Stenson, DE, 
‘Sr.; Shawn Tumer, WR, Sr.; Ken Watts, OT, Soph. 
‘Top newcomers: Jordan Bauerle, G, Soph. (Prop 48); 
Demario Brown, RB, Soph. (Prop 48); Nakia Jenkins, WR, Jr 
(JC); Adam Jones, DL, Jr, (JC); Mauricio Jordan, OT, Jt. 
(JCIRS); Matt Lance, C, Fr. (RS); John Latu, DT, J. (JC); 
Mike Lindsay, G, Fr. (RS); Mark Rommel, OL, Jr. (JG); Steve 
‘Smith, WR, Jt. (JC); Thaddeus Variance, RB, J, (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Wilson (275 att, 
4,476 yds., 15 TD); Passing: Mulins (383 at, 209 comp., 16 
INT, 12.TD, 2,774 yds.); Recelving: Wilson (38 rec., 375 yds, 
(TD); Tackles; Gill (168); Sacks: Robinson (10.5). 
Site: Logan, Utah. Stadium; Romney (30,257). 
Last league title won: 1993 (i). 
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BIG WEST 


Conference Rank: 10 
By MARK ANDERSON 


LUTAK STATE UMveRsITY 


REDICTIONS 


UTAH STATE 
NEVADA . 

IDAHO 

BOISE STATE 

NEW MEXICO STATE 


ih 
2. 
3. 
4, 
5. 
6. NORTH TEXAS 


Aggies linebacker David Gill was a terror to 
opponents last year, finishing with 168 tackles. 


SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 31—Utah Oct, 12—at New Mexico St. 
Sept. 7—Cal State-Northridge Oct. 19—at Boise State 


‘Sept. 14—at Southern Miss Oct. 26—Idaho 
Sept. 21—at Oklahoma State Nov. 2—North Texas 
Sepl. 28—at Texas Tech Nov, Nevada 


(Oct. 4—Brigham Young 


Offensive strengths: Offense always is a 
strength. Eric Bennett and Texas transfer 
John Dutton will compete for the quarter- 
back job, and both are more than promis- 
ing. Another excellent receiving corps is on 
hand to catch their passes. A broken foot 
late last year ended what could have been 
an outstanding season for running back 
Ernie Wilson. 

Offensive weaknesses: Three of the five 
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starting linemen graduated and a fourth quit 
in the offseason. The Wolf Pack will be hard- 
pressed to make up for the loss of quarter- 
back Mike Maxwell (33 touchdown passes) 
and receiver Alex Van Dyke (129 recep- 
tions), even with all the talented newcomers. 
Defensive strengths: The good news is 
that Nevada could have the Big West's best 
defense, The bad news is no one is quite 
sure what that means. Everyone knows 
what kind of player linebacker DeShone 
Myles is, though. He showed his greatness 
in the Las Vegas Bowl, when he came back 
quickly from appendicitis to dominate the 
game. Nevada is solid at linebacker and 
experienced in the secondary. 
Defensive weaknesses: The defense 
made an offense that averaged 44 points 
per game sweat a lot last season. In spring 
practice, the defense showed promise, but 
many questions remain on the line and in 
the secondary. 
Special teams: Walk-on kicker Damon 
Shea was a nice surprise last season, when 
he converted 61-of-63 extra-point attempts 
and 9-of-11 field-goal attempts. Jason 
McLean was an adequate punter. Van Dyke 
will be missed on kick returns. 
Key to success: The defense has to 
improve for Nevada to succeed, The 
defense doesn’t even have to be great; 
mediocre probably would be enough. If it 
does improve enough, Nevada could be 
back in the Las Vegas Bowl. 
Outlook: Nevada isn’t expected to have the 
same type of team as last season, when it 
was clearly the class of the Big West. It 
won't even have the same coach after Chris 
Ault unexpectedly resigned in April. But it 
could be good enough to win again. The 
offense will win a lot of games by itself, 
even though Nevada should have a good 
defense by Big West strandards. 

WOLF PACK DATA 


* Coach: To be announced. 


1995 record: 2-3 (lost to Toledo in Las Vegas Bow). Big 
West: 60/tst 
Key losses: Bob Cooper, G; Brandon LaGrafe, G; Mike 
Maxwell, QB; Steve McHenry, TEs David Miler, DT; Kin Minor, 
RB; Lamonte Porter, LB; Mike Rockwood, OT; Deron Thorp, OT; 
‘Nex. Van Dyke, WR; Cornel West, WR; Julian Yearwood, DE. 
Starters returning: Offense (2): Jett Hadwick, C, 6-4/250, 
Sr; Damond Wikis, WR, 6-1/175, Sr Defense (8); James 
Cannida, T, 21270, drs Mike Crawtord,ILB, 6-2/240, St; 
Mike Guider, OB, 6-0/185, Sr; Tawan Hall, DE, 63/245, Sr; 
Damell Hasson, CB, 6-0/176, Sr; James Johnson, FS, 6 
0/180, St; DeShone Myles, (LB, 6-8/225, Jr; Gamett Overby, 
$8, 6-175, St. Kickers (2): Jason MoLean, P, 6-1/210, J; 
Damon Shea, K, 5-10/180, Soph, 
Other key returnees: Eric Bennett, QB, Jr Mike Edwards, 
OT, dt; David Hairston, LB, Je; Matt Kely, TE, J; Josh 
Mickios, DE, Sr; Geoff Noisy, WR, Soph,; Sean Simms, TE, 
Sr, Donny West, G, J; Ernie Wison, RB, Sr 
‘Top newcomers: Jimmy Burk, LB, J, (JC); John Dutton, OB, 
Soph. (transfr/Texas); George Jones, DE, J. (JC); Chis 
Lemon, RB, Fr. (RS); Wesley Moris, WR, Jr. (JC); Dan 
Rockwell, LB, Fr; Jason Sadler, OT, ut (transterPacfio); 
[Nimoy Triplet, WR, dt. (JO); Ken White, OT, Je (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Wilson (77 att, 390 
yds,, 5 TD); Passing: Bennett (99 att, 59 comp, 5 INT, 57D, 
933 yds,); Receiving: Wikins (51 rec, 754 yds, 6 TD); 
Tackles: Myles (133); Sacks: Myles (3). 
Site: Reno, Nev. Stadium: Mackay (31,545). 
Last league title won: 1995, 

SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at Oregon Oct. 19=at idaho 


‘Sept. 14—Montana State Oct. 26—at North Texas 
‘Sept. 21—at Califomia Nov, 2—New Mexico Stale 


Sept. 28—Kent Nov. $—at Utah State 
Oct, 5—at UNLV Nov. 16—Arkansas State 
Oct. 12—Boise State 
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Offensive strengths: The passing game 
could rival the one found at Nevada. UCLA 
transfer Ryan Fien fell into the Vandals’ lap 
during the offseason; Fien started three 
games for the Bruins last season. He hasn't 
won the job yet, but he will. His best target 
could be Robert Scott, who is such an out- 
standing athlete he may become the team's 
second-string quarterback as well. 
Offensive weaknesses: The linemen will 
spend much of the season introducing 
themselves to one another. They'll have to 
overcome their inexperience to keep pres- 
sure off Fien and to create holes for run- 
ning back Joel Thomas. 

Defensive strengths: Pass-rushing spe- 
cialist Ryan Phillips likely will play some at 
outside linebacker to free him of the con- 
stant double-teams he faced last season. 
‘That freedom should allow him to continue 
to harass quarterbacks, Talent on the line 
helped make the move an easy decision. 
Defensive weaknesses: Help is needed in 
the secondary, where some potentially tal- 
ented newcomers could help. Another area 
that could use improvement is linebacker, 
where several players have departed. 
Special teams: Justin Spiva, who averaged 
40.3 yards a punt as a true freshman, also 
may handle the placement duties. The 
Vandals lost terrific kick returners in 
Dwight McKinzie and Montrell Williams. 
Key to success: Idaho was known for its 
defense last season, and defense again could 
make the difference in the Vandals winning 
the conference title. But the passing game 
needs to live up to expectations. 

Outlook: The Vandals should make a suc- 
cessful entry into the Big West Conference 
after exiting the Big Sky. They will benefit 
by being more defensive-minded than other 
Big West schools. The October 19 home 
game against Nevada could dictate how the 
rest of their season goes. 


DeShone Myles headlines a Nevada defensive unit 
that, by Big West standards, should be effective. 


VANDALS DATA 
Coach: Chis Tormey (65, tyea. 
1995 record: 6-5 (including 0-1 in 1-AA playofs). Big Sky> 
4-3/T2nd. 
Key losses: Travis Cofey, FS; Spencer Folan, AT; Eric Hisaw, 
(QB; Mike Hughes, RG; Eric Johnson, C; Lavoni Kidd, RB; 
Dave Longoria, LB; Dwight McKinzie, WR; Jim Mls, LT; 


Jason ONel, CB; Avery Slaughter, LB; Montrell Willams, SS; 
Ryan Woolverton, K. 

Starters returning: Offense (4): Andy Gilroy, TE, 6-1/219, 
‘Sr; David Grif, WR, 5-8/173, Sr; Robert Scott, WR, 


Kickers: Justin Spiva, P, 59190, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Brian Brennan, OB, Jr; Amold Gunn, 
(CB, Jr; Robert Mulder, DE, Se; Ryan Smith, DT, St.; Crosby 
Tajan, OT, ut; Jerome Thomas, RB, Soph; Joa! Thomas, RB, 
Jt; Bill Verdonk, C, J; Yaphet Warren, CB, Soph.; Dan 
Zeamer, G, Sr; Steven Zenk, OT, Sr. 
‘Top newcomers: Jerome Alen, WR, J. (JC); Ryan Fien, QB, 
Sr. (transter/UCLA); Bryson Gamer, FS, Fr. (RS); Ryan 
McGinnis, CB, Jr. (ransfer/Pacifc); Ryan Meek, OT, dt. (JC); 
Deon Price, WA, Jr (transfer/Pacific); Antonio Wilson, WR, Jt 
(IC); Matthew Yonan, G, Jr. (JC). 

statistical leaders: 


att, 177 yds, 5 TD); Passing: Brennan (96 att, 41 comp,, 1 


Site: Moscow, Idaho, Stadium: Kibbie Dome (16,000). 

Last league title won: None (first year in Division I-A). 
SCHEDULE 

Oct. 26—at Utah State 

Nov. 2—Eastern Washington 

Nov. New Mexico State 

‘Nov. 16—at North Texas 


‘Aug, 31—al Wyoming 
‘Sept. 7—at San Diego State 
Sept. 14—St. Marys (Cal) 


Offensive strength: : Led by Ryan Ikebe, 
the wide receivers should be the strength 
of the offense. Ikebe was the Big Sky's 
most. dynamic receiver last season, when 
he averaged 21.8 yards on 34 catches. 
Center Ted Butler was Aaron Graham's 
backup at Nebraska two years ago. 
Offensive weaknesses: The quarterback 
position became a concern when Tony 
Hilde left the team before spring practice to 
concentrate on school and deal with the 
legal troubles he ran into last season. The 
possibility exists that he will return, but the 
Broncos aren't counting on it. If that’s not 
bad enough, no one has stepped forward at 
running back. The line, with the exception 
of Butler, could struggle. 

Defensive strengths: Linemen Sione 
Fifita and Chris Wing make Boise State 
tough to stop up front. Fifita and Wing need 
to be unstoppable because the rest of the 
defense is questionable. 

Defensive weaknesses: Not only are 
eight starters gone, but four backup defen- 
sive backs won't return, either. Pacific 
transfer Marcel Yates, normally a safety, 
probably will be tried at cornerback. 
Special teams: One day at practice before 
last season, the coaches asked if anyone 
had ever punted. Jeff Davis said he had, and 
he got the job. He wound up averaging 39.3 
yards a punt as a true freshman. Kicker is a 
mystery position, with Greg Erickson and 
his highly accurate leg gone. 

Key to success: If Hilde doesn't return, a 
new quarterback must be found—and 
quick. The most likely candidate is redshirt 
freshman Erik Davis. The linebackers and 
secondary must develop quickly. 


THE PRESSURE’S ON 


Aggies’ Wilson wants to 
make sixth year his best 

Abu Wilson might need a whistle. 
After all, the running back is entering 


yards . Then, after getting 
burt in 1993, he rambled for 822 yards 
(6.2 per carry) in 1994. The break- 
Sra ert pend aaa ang 


averaged 134.2 yards per 
Tie alot hte al a better 
blocker, ar 


portunity to play on 
e people did a lot for | 
me,” "Wilson says of his longer-than- | 
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Outlook: The Broncos are just behind the 
three teams—Utah State, Nevada and 
Idaho—that will challenge for the Big West 
crown. Too mahy question marks on 
defense and too many holes on offense 
should prevent them from making any kind 
of real run this year. 
BRONCOS DATA 
Coach: Pokey Allen (23-14, 3 years). 


41995 record: 7-4. Big Sty: 4/T2nd. 

Koy losses: Karin Adams, HB; Martez Benas, OG; Paul 
Coffman, C; Greg Erickson, K; Tim Foley, SS; Rashid Gayle, 
(CB; Del Graven, FB; Tony Hide, QB (may return in the fal); 
Dalen Miler, CB; Mike Fichmond, WR; Bian Sith LB 


Siar reuing:Otlense ): Joma Glin 7, 64010, 
Soph; Ryan Ikebe, WR, 510/185, Sr; Jordan LePlane,T, 
6-9/297, St, Defense (3): Sione Fifa, T, 6-1/285, Sr; Jeremy 
Haener, LB, 6-0/236, Sr; Chris Wing, E, 6-3/235, St. Kickers 
(1): det Davis, P,6-0/195, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Jim Brekke, TE, Soph, Ted Butler, C, 
‘Soph; Jimmy Clark, LB, Sr; Tommy Edwards, RB, Sr; Ray 
Garcia, LB, Sr; Andre Horace, WR, Sr; Shane McKenna, DE, 
Soph; Nat Meade, OT, Jt 
ate 


(JC); Erk Davis, QB, 
); yan Groneman, OL, 
i . (ranster/Pactc); David 
Sachs, TE, Fr, (RS); Bran Steger, LB, J (JC); Richard 
Sweeney, LB, ur (JC); Marcel Yates, CBVS, Fr. 
(transfor/Paciic); Derek Zimmerman, DB, Fr (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Edwards (97 att, 
437 yds., 5 TD); Passing: Hike (279 alt, 154 comp., 5 INT, 
418 TD, 2,986 yds,); Receiving: Ikebe (34 rec., 742 yds, 5 
Tru ‘Sacks: Wing (6). 

ise, Idaho. Stadium: Bronco (22,600). 

test league ttle won: None (first year in Division I-A). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Avg. 31—Centra Michigan Oct. 12—at Nevada 
Sept. 7—Poriand State Oct, 19—Utah State 


Sepl. 14Eastem Washington Nov. 2—at Fresno State 


Sept. 21—at Hawaii Nov, 9—North Texas 
‘Sept. 26—NW Lovisiana Noy. 16—at N. Mexico St. 
Oct. 5—at Arizona State Noy. 23—daho 

5. NEW MEXICO STATE 
Offens : The coaches couldn’t 


strengths: A 
keep then-freshman Denvis Manns on the 
bench last season. He finally became a 
starter at running back midway through the 
season and rushed for 1,120 yards, with a 7.1 
average. Manns has a good line to run 
behind, too. 
Offensive weaknesses: The most glaring 
are the losses of quarterback Cody 
Ledbetter and wide receiver Lucious Davis, 
who formed one of the top passing combos 
in the league. Losing tight end Sean 
Manuel doesn’t help, either. And the start- 
ing linemen must stay healthy, because 
there isn’t much behind them. 
Defensive strengths: Six starters return, 
and half of them play linebacker. But one of 
those linebackers, Enrique Ramirez, will 
play end to shore up a hole there. Two 
starters in the secondary also return. 
Defensive weaknesses: More than half 
the defensive starters return, but is that 
good? New Mexico State ranked 102nd in 
the nation last season and gave up 478.6 
yards a game. Losing a player like end Sam 
Manuel won't make life any better. 
Special teams: The Aggies have to replace 
a couple of four-year starters in punter 
Chad Zecha and kicker Bubba Calin, One 
bright spot is Manns, who averaged 24.7 
yards returning kickoffs. 
Key to success: Manns will have to carry 
the offense unless something unexpected 
happens at quarterback. The returning 
starters on defense must increase their 


Expect Idaho defensive end/linebacker Ryan 
Phillips to again rack up an impressive sack total. 


level of play as well. 
Outlook: The Aggies will be a non-factor in 
1996. Although the receivers are supposed 
to have some talent, the passing game won't 
be nearly as good as it was last season. New 
Mexico State fans will have fun watching 
Manns run all over the field, but he'll be 
watched much more closely by the opposi- 
tion as well. 

AGGIES DATA 
‘Coach: Jim Hess (21-45, 7 years; 113-9-5 overall, 22 


247. Big West: 3-3TAth, 

Key losses: Bubba Culn,K; Lucius Davi, WR; Heath 
Adrian Lomas, DE; Cody Ledbetter, QB; Sam 
Manuel, DE; Sean Manuel, TE; Tony Sanchez, WR; Greg 
Snyder, OT; Nall Tuipultu, DT; Donald Veasley, CB; Cedric 
Walton, FS; Chad Zecha, P. 

Starters returning: Offense (4): Keelin Boulware, T, 64/285, 
Sc; Jim Breckenridge, G, 6-4280, Sr; Duane Gregory, WR, 
6-1/199, Sr; Denvis Manns, RB, 58/186, Soph, Defense (6): 
Matt Botone, LB, 6-0/215, Sr; Gary Jessie, LB, 60/232, Jc; 
dobe Lewis, $S, 62/180, Soph. Andy Marine, T, 61/280, 
St; Enrique Ramirez, LB (wil move to), 61/236, Jr; Dorian 
Wiliams, CB, 5-1180, Sr. Kickers: None, 

Other key returnees: 
Soph; Marketh Blacksir, LB, 


Sr; Carls Lantgua, K, Soph, Mickey Murray, RB, Sr. 
(RS/academics); Yannis Pappas, DE, Sr; David Patterson, WR, 
Soph.; Roderic Payne, WR, Sr; Chad Salsbury, QB, Soph, 
Top newcomers: Jason Berger, OT, F. (RS); Tye Fraembs, 
DT, Fr, (RS); Dustin Guinn, WR, Fr. (RS); Gregg Madsen, OB, 
Fr, (RS); Chad Martin, TE, Fr. (RS); Max Wade, LB, Soph. 
(transfer Force). 

Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Manns (157 att, 
1,120 yds., 7 TD); Passing: Salisbury (1 att., 1 comp., 0 INT, 
TD, 39 yds); Receiving: Gregory (50 rec., 844 yds, 6 TD); 
Tackles: Jessie (89); Sacks: Jessie (1). 

Site: Las Cruoes, N.M. Stadium: Aggie Memorial (30,343). 
Last league title won: None. 


_ SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 29—New Mexico (Oct, 19—at North Texas, 
Sept. 7—at Texas Oct. 26—Southem Utah 


Sept. 14—at Texas-El Paso Nov. 2—at Nevada 
Sept. 21—Cal Stale-Northridge Nov, 9—at idaho 
Sept. 28—at Louisiana State Nov. 16—Boise State 
Oci. 12-Utah State 


6. NORTH TEXAS 


Offensive strengths: Forget the skill posi- 
tions. The talent rests on the line, even 
though there’s a good chance all the 
starters will be new, Three starters may be 
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back, but the coaches are high on an entire 
group of linemen who redshirted, and two 
Pacific transfers join them. Brian Waters is 
the league’s best tight end. 
Offensive weaknesses: It's bad news 
when a team that likes to run a lot of three- 
receiver sets loses all three starting 
receivers. Quarterback Josh Gulley, who 
found himself starting in the sixth game as 
atrue freshman, needs time to develop. 
Defensive strengths: The top three line- 
backers return, including leading tackler 
Brett Renfro. Hope also lies with the sec- 
ondary, which was repeatedly burned last 
season, Two defensive backs who were 
freshmen in 1995 return, and three JC 
transfers should get a good look. 
Defensive weaknesses: Just about every- 
where. Optimism abounds, but North 
Texas was not a good defensive team last 
season, and no one is ready to declare that 
the '96 edition will be any better. 
Special teams: The Eagles have two kick- 
ers they can rely on and an excellent punter 
in Toby Gowin. They also expect their kick 
returners to be good even though the top 
two graduated. 
Key to success: The defense has to per- 
form up to the talent level the coaches 
believe it has. Improvement by Gulley 
would be nice, too. 
Outlook: Maybe in 1997 North Texas will 
be competitive. But it won’t happen this 
year, Continual improvement is the best the 
Eagles can hope for. 

EAGLES DATA 
Coach: Matt Simon (9-13-1, 2 years). 
1995 record: 2-9 as an independent. 
Key losses: Jeff Bowles, C; Chad Henkleman, OT, Willis 
Hudson, DE; Troy Redwine, WR; Brian Smith, WR; Lorenza 
Washington, SS. 
Starters retuming: Offense (7): Tory Casilo, G, 62/260, Sr; 
Coyiin Grimes, WR, 6-0/174, J; Josh Gulley, QB, 6-5/202, 
‘Soph, Bo Harrison, WR (moved from TB), 6-2/200, 
Laymonde Lee, G, 6-2/285, Soph; Robert Waddle, T, 63/280, 
Jt; Brian Waters, TE, 6-3/235, Soph. Defense (8): Anthony. 
Coleman, E, 60/240, Sr; Calvin Davis, FS, 6-1/193, Soph,; 
‘Sterling Guest, LB, 6-0/215, Sr; Steven Hunt, T, 6-4/235, Soph; 
‘Scott Murphy, NT, 6-1/245, St; Justin Ray, LB, 6-1/235, Sr; Brett 
Renfro, LB, 6-1/217, Sr; Avery Wright, CB, 5-10/185, Sr. 
Kickers (2); Jeff Graham, K, 62215, Sr; Toby Gouin, P, 
SA0/155, St 
Other key returnees: Hut Aled, RB, Jr (RSVinjury); Philip 
‘Armour, OL, Soph.; Mike Boone, RB, Jr Benny Chery, LB, 
dt. (RS/injury); Tubby Coleman, WR, Sor 
RB, Sr; Chacory Demart, WR, Sr; Morcelius Hill LB, J; 
PrilipLitlejohn, DB, Soph.; Jason Mils, QB, Jr. Brad 
‘Spinks, DE, Sr.; Kelon Wilson, DB, Sr. (RS/injury). 
‘Top newcomers: Starsky Banks, RB, Fr. (RS); Jayson 
Biaine, OT, Sr, (transfer/Pacific); Ron Boston, LB, Jt (JC); 
Josh Cannon, LB, Fr. (RS); Darin Faler, G, Jt 
(transfer/Pacic); Chris Foegell, OL, Fr. (RS); Robert Grant, 
DE, ur (JC); Shawn Green, DT, Jr. (JC); Lateef Hampton, TE, 
(UC); Hunter Hunter, OL, Jr, (ransfer/Baylor); Dhati Lewis, S, 
st. (JC); Dwyer McKeith, CB, Jt. (JC); Vinee Patterson, OT, 
Fr, (RS); Ron Riley, S, Jr. (JC); Shane York, OL, ur (JC). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Harrison (161 att, 
455 yds., 2 TD); Passing Sie) toe alt, 88 comp, 8 INT, 5 


Site: Denton, Texas. Stadium: 
Last league title won: None (ist year in league). 
SCHEDULE 

‘Oct, 19—New Mexico State 
Sept. 44—at Arizona State Oct, 26—Novada 


Sept. 7—Hlinois State 


Sos! Texas A&M Nov, 2—at Utah State 
8A Nov, $—at Boise State 
On al Nohem nis Nov 1 6etw 
(Oct, 12—Vanderbit 

Mark Anderson covers Nevada and the 
Big West for the Reno (Nev) Gazette- 
Journal. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK. 
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Ascending: Utah State. The Aggies have 
begun to turn it around after two rough 
seasons. They'll be a force in this confer- 
ence for some time. 

Descending: New Mexico State. The 
league's other Aggies struggled to finish 47 
last season and won't be any better after the 
graduations of quarterback Cody Ledbetter 
and top receiver Lucious Davis. 
Nightmare schedule: Utah State. Three 
tough September road games in a row 
send the Aggies to Southern Mississippi, 
Oklahoma State and Texas Tech. They also 
host Utah and BYU in the first six weeks. 
Dream schedule: Idaho. True, the 
Vandals open at Wyoming and San Diego 
State, but most of the rest of the schedule is 
a breeze: Division LAA schools St. Mary’s 
(Calif), Southwest Texas State, Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo and Eastern Washington. 
Best matchup of the year: Nevada at 
Utah State, November 9. It's the conference 
finale for both schools and could very well 
decide the Big West championship and Las 
Vegas Bowl representative. The weather 
conditions in Logan, Utah, that time of year 
could make things even more interesting. 
Worst matchup of the year: North Texas 
at Texas A&M, September 21. The worst 
team in the nation’s worst conference goes 
on the road to play one of the country’s 
best teams. This could be uglier than Greg 
Norman’s final day at The Masters. 

Bowl bound: Utah State. Only three 
teams appear to have legitimate shots to 
make the Las Vegas Bowl: Utah State, 
Nevada and Idaho. But Nevada and Idaho 
have to travel to Utah State. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Nevada WR Alex 
Van Dyke's. How often does a receiver win 
player-of-the-year honors? That's how dom- 
inant Van Dyke was last year, when he set 
an NCAA single-season record with 1,854 
yards receiving and led the nation with 129 
catches. Damond Wilkins, the Wolf Pack’s 
top returning receiver, will move to Van 
Dyke's old position on the outside. 
Most underrated player: Utah State LB 
David Gill. Overshadowed is a better word. 
Gill was dominant last season, but lost out 
to Louisiana Tech defensive back Willie 
Smith for conference Defensive Player of 
the Year. Now Gill could be overshadowed 
by Idaho defensive end Ryan Phillips, who 
is a terror against quarterbacks. 

Most overrated player: Anyone who 
makes first- or second-team all-conference 
in the secondary. Reportedly, pass 
defense is played in the Big West, but no 
one has actually seen it. 

Best coach: Boise State's Pokey Allen. 
He turned a 3-8 team from his first season 
in 1993 into a 13-2 squad the next year. 
Although last season’s team under- 
achieved at 7-4, the Broncos were beset 
by distractions. Allen battled cancer that 
threatened his life (he almost died July 4 
in a Seattle hospital), and one newspaper 
reported during the season that 17 players 
had been arrested within a year’s time. 
Best staff: Utah State. From John L. 
Smith on down, this is a solid group. Art 


PREDICTIONS 


_ ALL-BIG WEST TEAM _ 
‘ OFFENSE 


HUA. Class. 
S1N75 Se 
S10Na St 


RANKING THE RECRUITING _JIMBRECKENAIDGE,N. Meo SL 6472608 
Top recruit in parentheses _ RICHARD ZENK, Idaho 65/266. Se 
eure — Lao 
4, Uh State (OT Jon Lat). Dont forget about Wes OB 
| (BB DENVS: Ne St 5-0 

ieee ee soa Rena om a ure eae 
2. Nevada (WR Nimoy Tilt) : F | 
Pos. School. Ms eit, Class 


Valero, also in charge of the offensive ines 
is the assistant head coach. Bob Petrino is 
the offensive coordinator; Chris Smeland 
the defensive coordinator. Linebacker 
coach Mike Cox is well-respected. 

Coach on the hot seat: Whomever suc- 
ceeds Chris Ault at Nevada. Assistant head 
coach Jeff Tisdel was the odds-on favorite at 
press time, and he has plenty of community 
support. No matter who itis, he has a tough 
act to follow: Ault won 163 games in 19 sea- 
sons after taking over the program in 1976. 
Best bets: The Las Vegas Bowl will have 
more empty seats than full ones, prompting 
talk (again) of moving the game elsewhere. 
... Utah State will not start the season 0-5, as 
it did in 1995. ... A quarterback at a bigtime 
school will transfer to the Big West. Texas’ 
John Dutton transferred to Nevada two 
years ago, and UCLA's Ryan Fien made the 
‘switch to Idaho after last season. Uusally, a 
player who transfers to another Division LA 
school must sit out a season. But Idaho 
technically still is a LAA school, making him 
eligible this season. ... Extra security will be 
needed when Nevada travels to UNLY. Las 
‘Vegas, appropriately, is a boxing town. ... 
Boise State will return from Hawaii with 
more tans than points. ... Half the Big West 
teams played in the Big Sky Conference 
sometime this decade. 

Odds and ends: Like every other confer- 
ence, the Big West is expanding. At least, it 
plans to. Commissioner Dennis Farrell 
says no timetable and no solid list of candi- 
dates has been established. What is certain 
is the league will eventually grow from six 
to eight football-playing schools. ... Boise 
State will play 12 games this season. The 
Broncos got the extra game because of 
their September 21 trip to Hawaii... . Only 
nine teams in NCAA history have had a 
3,000-yard passer, a 1,000-yard receiver and 
a 1,000-yard rusher in the same season. 
Nevada and New Mexico State did it last 
season. ... Idaho has declared itself a 
Division LA program despite not being pro- 


S___ ANTONE CHAMBERS, abo _6-1187__St 


Pos. Nama, School Hut Class 
K__ MICAH KNORB, Utah State 641/179 St. 
P _NATHANMORREALE, Utah State S-11/190 Sx. 
“KA_GASONBANDY, Utah Size 58/1798. 


moted above LAA status by the NCAA. 
Nevertheless, the school will be allowed to 
play under FA rules (meaning it will 
receive 25 annual scholarships and can 
compete to play in the Las Vegas Bowl), 
but it cannot vote on LA matters. 

—MARK ANDERSON 
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1. NOTRE DAME 
Offensive strengths: This could be the 
finest ground attack in Lou Holtz’s tenure. 
ND has quality tailbacks—Randy Kinder, 
Robert Farmer and Autry Denson—raw- 
boned fullback Mare Edwards and a power- 
ful line. Because of that, it’s tough to imag- 
ine Holtz letting Ron Powlus throw it more 


than 20 times a game. Too bad. Powlus has_ 


the ability to put up some big numbers. 
Offensive weaknesses: Powlus can throw, 
but who's going to catch? Emmett. Mosley 
managed just 17 receptions in 95, while sus- 
pects Malcolm Johnson, Bobby Brown and 
Cikai Champion combined for none. Holtz 
had better hope some freshmen are ready 
to play. Tom Krug was forced to give up 
football after he was diagnosed with a spine 
problem, which means inexperienced 
Jarious Jackson is Powlus’ backup. 
Defensive strengths: The front seven is the 
kind of contingent coordinator Bob Davie 
used to have when he was at Texas A&M. 
The return of end Melvin Dansby (neck) for- 
tifies the front wall, while linebackers Lyron 
Cobbins, Kinnon Tatum, Bert Berry and 
Kory Minor are big-play-types. 

Defensive weaknesses: There is a shaky sec- 
ondary that lacks experience and speed. 
Cornerback Allen Rossum is solid, buthe needs 
help. Holtz might have to move Denson—origi- 
nally a corner—to the secondary. 

Special teams: Hunter Smith managed just 
36.4 yards per punt last year, and the kicking 
tandem of Kevin Kopka and Scott Cengia 
was unreliable, Expect freshman kicker Jim 
Sanson to challenge. Mosley is a solid return 
man, but he isn't a game-breaker. 

Keys to success: ND must find reliable play- 
ers at wide receiver and in the secondary, 
Outlook: The odds favor a return to the 
national-title hunt for the Irish, but the odds 
don’t catch or defend passes, The Fighting 
Irish won't be top-five material unless 
youngsters develop quickly at the speed 


positions. Holtz appears to have been build- * 


ing toward 1996 and must deliver, 


FIGHTING IRISH DATA 
Coach: Lou Holtz (9227-2, 10 years; 208-92-7 overal, 26 


years). 
1995 record: 9-3 (lost to Florida State in Orange Bow), 
“ is, NT. 


Mayes, j 
Weeden, CB; Dsl Zige 6 
‘Starters returning: Offense (7): Pete Chryplewicz, TE, 


6-565, Sr. Chris Clevenger, T, 290, 
6-8/313, Sr, Mare Edwards, FB, 6-0/237, 


Kory Minor, OLB, 62/285, Soph; Allen Rossum, CB, 58178, 
dt; Kinnon Tatum, ILB, 6-0224, Sr; Renaldo Wynn, E, 
6-275, St. Kickers (2): Scott Cenga,K, 5-10/180, dr; 
Hunter Sith, P, 2210, Soph, 
Other key retumees: Jeremy Akers, G, 
dk. (BS/kne@); Cikal Champion, WR, 
us; Melvin Dansby, DE, Sr, (RSineck);Auty Denson, TB, 
Soph; Jarvis Edson, FS, Jr; Robert Famer, TB, 
Goad, C8, Kein Kopk,K, Soph; Benny Gulbeaux, $8, 
Soph; Malcolm Johnson, WR, Je; Emmett Mosley, WR, 
id Cust, NT, St; Corey Redder, OLB, J. (RS/back); Mike 
Rosenthal, G, Soph. 
‘Top newcomers: Bobby Brown, WR, Fr. (RS); Jason Ching, 
DL, Fr; Deke Cooper, WR, Fr. Jarious Jackson, OB, Fr. 
(RS); Avani Sanders, $S, Fr. (RS); sim Sanson, K, Fr: 
Shannon Stephens, CB, Fr. (RS); Brad Willams, DL, Fr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Kinder (143 ait, 
809 yds, 9 TD); Passing: Powlus (217 att, 124 comp, 7 INT, 
412 TD, 1,853 yds); Recelving: Edwards (25 rec, 361 yds., 3 
TD); Tackles: Cobbins (105); Sacks: Wynn (65). 
Site: South Bend, Ind. Stadium: Notre Dame (59,075). 


Senior fullback Marc Edwards is the leading 
returning receiver for the Fighting Irish. 


SCHEDULE 
Nov. 2—Na 2a tub, etn) 
Baston College 


Sept 14—Purdue Nov. 3—at 
Sept. 21—at Texas Nov. 16—Pittsburgh 
28—Ohio State 23-Rutgers 
Oct. 12—Washington Now. 30—at Southern California 
Oct. 19-Air Force 


2. EAST CAROLINA 


Offensive strengths: Marcus Crandell has 
shattered all but one of Jeff Blake's passing 
records. He has experience, savvy and an 
understanding of coach Steve Logan’s 
sophisticated offense. A bevy of veteran 
receivers, led by Mitchell Galloway, makes 
Crandell even more dangerous. 

Offensive weaknesses: A line lacking expe- 
rience and depth could put Crandell’s mobili- 
ty to use, and he’s not at his best when throw- 
ing on the run. The backfield also lacks a 
proven runner. Sophomores Scott Harley, 
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Daryl Jones and Raymond Mabry and true 
freshman Jamie Wilson will battle for the job. 
Defensive strengths: The Pirates have 
speed, aggressiveness, confidence and an 
attitude. Linebackers Carlos Brown, BJ. 
Crane and Marvin Burke are experienced. 
Strong safety Daren Hart, part of a strong 
secondary, is a menace to opposing run- 
ning games, and tackle Lorenzo West has a 
knack for finding the quarterback. 
Defensive weaknesses: With four-year 
starters Mark Libiano, Morris Foreman 
and Walter Scott gone, someone has to step 
up as a leader, The line is young, with sev- 
eral sophomores being counted on. 
Special teams: Despite his MVP perfor- 
mance in the Liberty Bowl, kicker Chad 
Holcomb remains a mystery. Inconsistency 
has been his albatross for three years, 
Punter Matt Levine had a subpar 1995 and 
could be challenged by a true freshman. 
Keys to success: The Pirates must establish 
a threat in the backfield to keep pressure off 
Crandell. That means the offensive line must 
stay healthy and mature quickly. 
Outlook: A soft schedule should give the 
Pirates their second consecutive unbeaten 
season at home. If they can steal a couple of 
victories on the road, a third consecutive 
Liberty Bowl berth is likely. 

PIRATES DATA 
Coach; Steve Logan (23-23, 4 years), 
1995 record: 9-3 (beat Stanford in Liberty Bow) 
Key losses: Aaron Black, OLB; Morris Foreman, OLB; Mark 
Libiano, OLB; Emmanuel McDaniel, CB; Jerris McPhail, RB; 
Walter Scott, DT; Kevin Wiggins, C. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (9): Lamont Burns, G, 6-5/273, 
Sr.; Marcus Crandell, QB, 6-0/204, Sr.; Mitchell Galloway, WR, 
5-10/174, Sr.; Jamie Gray, T, 6-2/283, Sr; Shane McPherson, 
G, 6:3280, St; Jason Nichols, WR, 511/171, Jr; Scott 
Richards, TE, 6-5/251, Sr; Larry Shannon, WR, 6-6/200, Jr, 
on Suddith, 7, 6:2/297, Sr. Defense (6): Marvin Burke, MLB, 
6-1/249, Sr.; Travis Darden, NT, 6-3/252, Soph.; Daren Hart, 


t. Kickers (2): 
3 K, 62175, Sx; Matt Levine, P, 5-9/2, Jt 
Poeeeaiderst ree Carlos Brown, wo ‘St.; Roderick 


; Raymond 
, WR, Jt (RSiacademics); 
Danny Moore, C, Soph. (RS/academis); Troy Smith, WR, 
Soph; Kelvin Suggs, CB, Soph,; Stacey Whitehead, OT, Jt. 
‘Top newcomers: Freddie , OLB, Fr, (RS); Damon 
Davis, RB, Fr. (RS); Mike Garth, OL, J. (NC); deff Ker, LB, Fr, 
(RS); Dwayne Ledford, DT, F. (RS); Raymond Massey, LB, Fr; 
Chris Satterfield, DB, Fr; Jamie Wilson, RB, Fr, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Harey (61 att, 263 
yds., 1 1D); Passing: Crandell (447 att, 235 comp, 12 INT, 
18 TD, 2,751 ys); Recelving: Galloway (46 re,, 619 yds, 3 
TD); Tackles: Daren Hart (92); Sacks: West (9). 
Site: Greenvile, N.C. Stadium: Dowdy-Ficklen (36,000). 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 7—E. Tennessee St. Nov. 2—Arkansas Stale 
‘Sepl. 14—at West Virginia Nov. @—at Virginia Tech 
Sept 21—at South Carolina Nov, 16—Ohio U. 
Sept 28—Central Florida Nov. 23~al Memphis 

Nov. 30-N.C, State (at Chatite) 
(Oct. 1S—at Miami (Fla) 


ARMY 


Offensive strengths: By leading Army on a 
dramatic, game-clinching, 99-yard scoring 
drive that beat Navy last year, Ronnie McAda 
cemented his status as the school's best-ever 
wishbone quarterback. Though he needs to 
improve on last year’s 50.5 percent passing, 
he makes excellent decisions on the option 
and is a tremendous leader. Rashad Hodge, 
Jeff Brizic and all-purpose threat Ron 
Thomas are experienced halfbacks. Ron 
Leshinski is a stalwart at tight end. 

Offensive weaknesses: A line that lost 


+400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Devoted to Covering Notre Dame Football Since 1981 


monthly during the off-season. 


year. 


newsstand price), here’s what you'll get: 


players and coaches. 


recruiting and spring football. 


FREE CATALOG! 


Our Blue & Gold Sports Shop 
catalog is packed with items every 
Notre Dame fan will love. Return the 
coupon or call for a FREE Blue & Gold 
64-page catalog. Featuring over 400 
Notre Dame licensed products. 

¢ Jackets * Hats * Sweatshirts * 
* Golf Equipment * Jewelry 
* Collectibles * Art Prints * 
¢ Furniture ¢ And Much, Much More ® 


Receive 24 Issues for the Price of 20 
We will send you up to four FREE issues of Blue 
& Gold Illustrated when you accept this no-risk 
trial subscription. Over 200,000 Irish fans enjoy 
our 28-48 page tabloid which is published 20 times 


a year — weekly during the football season and FEARLESS IN SEATTLE 


There is more Notre Dame information in just 
one issue of BGI than your local newspaper has all 


For just $37.95 per year (more than 40% off the 
¢ The most thorough commentary, pre-game . 
analysis and post-game coverage anywhere. : p ) case 


* Informative features on current and former Irish 


* Timely, in-depth coverage of Fighting Irish 


Inish stare defeat n eyes, clalm 29-21 victory vs. Huskles pramm 


stone Nome Dame | 
ARMY SERIES REVISITED | 
=a 


5H POWER GROUND ATTACK 


“There are two things every Notre Dame fan should do all year: 


Go to church and read BGI — and not neces 


rily in that order, 


— Beano Cook, college football analyst 


| ©: YES, please send me four free issues. If | like them, I'll pay 

| $37.95 and receive 20 additional issues. No cost. No obligation. 
{ If | don’t choose to subscribe, I'll return your invoice marked 
“cancel,” and | will owe nothing at all. 


O Please send me your free catalog 


Name 


Address 


State/Zip 
For fast service call: (219) 255-9800 


Offer expires 12/31/96 — to receive our pre-season issue 
please return this form or call before Aug. 15, 1996. 


Unconditional money back guarantee! 
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INDEPENDENTS 


four starters. Kyle Scott is set at center, and 
Dave Beard and Tim Booth appear steady at 
tackle. But the guard spots are shaky, and 
they are crucial to an option offense. 
Defensive strengths: The front seven is in 
pretty good shape. Senior Colin Kearns is a 
reliable anchor at nose tackle, with class- 
mate C.W. Estes finally healthy at tackle. 
Ben Kotwica and Stephen King are experi- 
enced run-stoppers at inside linebacker. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Cadets may 
not throw too often, but their inexperienced 
secondary will invite opponents to load up. 
Cornerback Garland Gay and free safety 
Robert Brown, a converted cornerback, are 
the only certainties. 

Special teams: J. Parker made 9-of-13 field- 
goal attempts last year, with a long of 48, so 
the Cadets are set. There is no such securi- 
ty at punter, where inexperienced Scot Lord 
has never kicked in a game. Thomas is an 
excellent kick returner, but Army needs to 
find someone to return punts. 

Key to success: Army must solve its offen- 
sive line problems and keep pressure off a 
jittery secondary. 

Outlook: Army came within 10 points of an 
eight-victory season last season and faces a 
cushy schedule that almost guarantees a 
winning record this year. How much the 
Cadets accomplish beyond that depends on 
the offensive line and the secondary. Army 
could have its best team in years. 


CADETS DATA 
Coach: Bob Sutton (240+, § years) 
1995 record: 55-1. 
Key losses: Bll Blair, OT; Tom Burrell, DT; Jim Cantalupe, 
FS; Steve Carpenter, RB; John Conroy, FB: Joel Davis, G; 
Bill Dou, OLB; lan Hughes, P; Al Roberts, DT; Ed Stover, G; 
Ray Tomasi, SS; Mike Wells, OT 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Rashad Hodge, RB, 6 
1200, Sr; Ron Leshinski, TE, 68/240, Sr; Ronnie McAda, 
08, 6-3/198, Sr; Kyle Scot, C, 6/265, Sr. Ron Thomas, 
SE, 51/170, Sr. Defense (6): Robert Brown, FS (moved 
from CB), 6-0/180, Jr; Garand Gay, CB, 5-10/185, Sr; Colin 
Keams, NT, 6-1/255, Sr; Stephen King, ILB,6-1/225, Sr; Ben 
Koti, LB, 117206, Sr; Chad Suton, OLB, 6-122, 
Kickors (1): J. Parker, K, §-10/170, Se. 
Other ey etumees: Lary Ales, DE, Soph; Dave Beard, 
OT, Je; Tim Booth, OT, St; Jeff Brizc, AB, Sr; Doug Chadwick, 
G, Sc; Mke Coerper, OLB, Sx. (RSAnee); C.W. Estes, DT, Sr; 


, + Scot Lord, P, Miler, 

Malis, 0B, Sr; Demet Pery, 3 St can Sat i Sr; 

‘Adam Thompson, QB, Jr; Bobby Wiliams, RB, 

Top newcomers: None. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McAda (154 att, 
701 yds., 10°TD); Passing: McAda (111 att, 88 comp,, 6 INT, 

57D, 761 yds.); Recelving: Leshinski (15 rec., 210 yds., 2 

TD); Tackles: Kotwica (66); Sacks: Eichelberger (2.5) 

Site: West Point, N.Y. Stadium: Michio (39,929). 

SCHEDULE 

a) {Ohio Oct 26—t Mian (Ohio) 

Sept. 28—at North Texas 
Oa 5 Vae 


Mo fara oe 
‘$6—al Syracuse 
Oat (2at Ruts Dee. Ney a Pade) 
Oct. 19—Tulane 


4. NAVY 


Offensive strengths: Ten starters return to 
trigger coach Charlie Weatherbie’s ‘spread 
option, including two quarterbacks with 
starting experience—Chris McCoy, an excel- 
lent runner, and Ben Fay, a better passer. 
Tim Cannada and Omar Nelson are proven 
runners. Brian Dreschler is a solid center. 
Offensive weaknesses: Neither McCoy 
nor Fay was consistent or complete enough 
to win the job outright last year. The left side 
of the line must be replaced, and Navy needs 
more speed in the backfield and at receiver. 
Defensive strengths: Sean Andrews tied 
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Clint Bruce will have to carry the load for Navy, 
as he Is the only returning starter at linebacker. 


for first in the nation with eight interceptions 
last year and teams with Robert Green in an 
excellent cornerback tandem. Clint Bruce is 
a tackling machine at linebacker, and Chad 
Holzapfel is a budding star ona deep line. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Middies 
must replace big-play specialists Andy 
Person (end) and Fernando Harris (line- 
backer) and rebuild their safety line. 
Special teams: It’s unclear whether Derek 
Hotchkiss or David Lark will replace Brian 
Schrum at punter. Neither has kicked in a 
game, Further uncertainty prevails at kick- 
er, where Jason Covarrubias (7-0f-15 on 
field-goal attempts) and Tom Vanderhorst 
are likely to rotate. 

Key to success: A quarterback needs to 
step up and be the kind of all-purpose guy 
Weatherbie's complex offense demands. 
Outlook: Despite the disappointment of just 
missing a winning season, the Middies made 
significant strides last year and enter this 
season primed to continue the development. 


MIDSHIPMEN DATA 


Coach: Charie Weatherbe (56, 1 year, 20-25 overall, 4 years). 
1995 record: 54 

Key losses: Merk Hammond, DT; Femando Harris, 1LB; 
Bryce Minamyer, OT; Andy Person, DE: Brian Schrum, P; 
Garratt Smith, G; Joe Speed, SS; Andy Thompson, S. 
Starters returning: Offense (9): LeBron Buts, a 20 
dt Ten Carad, , -10 185, Bran Drache, 


2/203, Sr; Chris MeCoy, OB, 59/186, de; Patrick 
Sot, 511/225, dr. Wil Sit, Slot, 54/170, St; Scot 
Zimmerman, T, 63/238, Sr. Defense (6): Geny Alot, FS, 
5-10/187, Jr; Sean Andrews, CB, 5-10/176, ur.; Clint Bruce, 
ILB, 6.07234, Sr; Robert Green, CB, 59/184, Sr; Chad 
Holzaptel, T, 6-5/250, Sr.; Michael Ogden, E, 6-1/220, Jr. 
ls te 

: Howard Bryant, ras Covey. 
th aestean Gecan SS Sah I Ding, 8, Soph. Ben 

Fortney, C, St.; Derek Hotchkiss, 


Vandethorst K, Soph. Davi Viger, DT, Jt 

Top newcomers: None. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McCoy (168 att, 
£803 yds, 7 TD); Passing: Fay (144 att, 73 comp., 5 INT, 3 
TD, 869 yds.); Receiving: Schemm (25 rec., 327 yds., 1 TD); 
Teckles: Bruce (117); Sacks: Bruce (2). 

Site: Annapolis, Md. Stadium: Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 


(30,000), 

SCHEDULE 
‘Sept. 7—at Rutgers ‘Nov. 2—Notre Dame (at Dubin, ire.) 
‘Sept. 21—SMU Nov. $—Delaware 
So 2a bean Crete 16—Tulane 

Nov, 23—at Georgia Tech 

On teatde Foe Dec. 7—Army (at Philadelphia) 
(Oct. 26—at Wake Forest 
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5. SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 


Offensive strengths: USL set a bushel of 
school records in 1995, averaging 434 yards 
and 31.9 points, and most of the key skill 
people are back. Jake Delhomme, entering 
his fourth season as a starter, is the school’s 
all-time passing leader and has two deadly 
targets in Brandon Stokley—the coach's 
son—and Donald Richard. Kenyon Cotton 
moves from fullback to tailback. 
Offensive weaknesses: Losing three 
seniors on the line means new faces will 
have to mature in a hurry. Tackle Anthony 
Clement, the best of the line returnees, 
teams with guard Keith Ware to give USL 
665 pounds of beef on the left side. 
Defensive strengths; Aggressive young 
linebackers will be the focus of the speéed- 
oriented defense, as Chucky Woodall, 
Kelcy Dotson and Pat Brennan lead the 
way. Top tackler Damon Mason is back at 
safety, and Britt Jackson is a solid corner. 
Defensive weaknesses: USL is thin in the 
trenches on defense after the departure of 
alltime sacks leader Jeff Mitchell. Tackle 
Paul Cabble must rebound from a spring 
shoulder injury, and getting speedy Brian 
Jackson back at free safety after he missed 
1995 with a knee injury would be a major 
plus. The secondary lacks depth. 

ial teams: Record-setting kicker Mike 
Shafer is gone, but coach Nelson Stokley 
thinks redshirt freshman Ben Mader can 
assume duties, Mike Jones is back after 
averaging 37.l-yards per punt. Attention 
must be paid to the return and coverage 
units, since the Cajuns will need every break 
they can get against a rugged schedule. 

to success; Keeping Delhomme 

healthy and upright is vital. Given time, he 
can find his top targets, which can keep USL, 
in games against superior foes. 
Outlook: It’s the toughest schedule in school 
history, including four bowl teams (Florida, 
Texas A&M, Virginia Tech and Texas Tech). 
That may prevent the Cajuns from posting a 
fourth consecutive winning season. 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS DATA 
Coach: Nelson Stokey (64-551, 10 years). 
1995 record: 6-5 Big West: 4-2/T2nd. 
Key losses: Leis Gimore, FS; Maron Got, 
Keno His, OT; Derk MoKrey, DT; ef Michel, DE: Marcus 
Per, TB; Dine Nie Sa luke Yar, 


Ban Jago, FS, Jc (RSknee) hats dohnson, FS, 


Se ne CB, Jr.; Billy Sanders, LB, Jr. 
Siphare DE Bandon Sty WR 


Lamar Dawn, S, Soph, 
Dugas, T, Fr. (RS); Mike Elis, FS, Jr (JC); Ben Mader, K, 
Fe FS) Chad Plrson,, J C); Gis Shaw, PF (99); 
Gerald Stowar, LB, Fr. (RS). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Cotton (166 att, 
678 yds., 9 TD); Passing: Delhomme (351 att, 190 comp, 
10 INT, 20 TD, 2761 yds.); Recelving: Stokley (75 rec., 
1,121 yds., 9 TD); Tackles: Mason (88); Sacks: Cabbie (4). 
Site: Lafayette, La. Stadium: Cajun Field (31,000), 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug, 31—at Florida Oct. 19at Ala -Bimingham 
Sept. 14—Texas ABM Oct. 26—Memphis 
Sept. 21—at Southam Miss Nov. 2—at Virginia Tech 
‘Sept. 28—at Louisiana Tech Nov. S—Northem linois 
Oct. 5—Houston Nov. 16—at Texas Tech 
Oct 12—Arkansas State 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


6. LOUISIANA TECH 


Offensive strengths: Strong-armed senior 
Jason Martin will be throwing to wide 
receiver Chad Mackey, third in the nation 
in receptions last season, and Dean 
Jackson, the Big West's top punt returner in 
'95, Tight end Josh Bradley is another capa- 
ble receiver. Lee Ragsdale, who averaged 
more than seven yards a carry last season, 
buoys the running game. 
Offensive weaknesses: Four line starters 
must be replaced. New coach Gary Crowton, 
who served as coordinator last season, is 
hoping JC transfers Jon Larsen, Justin Moss 
and Robert Saums can plug holes. 
Defensive strengths: End Keith Washing- 
ton, who missed last season because of an 
injury, and linebacker Rodney Lloyd are 
back. In addition, JC transfer end William 
Mayes is highly regarded. Another player 
who could make an impact is tackle 
Howard Thornton. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Bulldogs 
couldn’t stop the pass last’ year, which was 
their. downfall. Cornerback Willie Smith, 
who tied for the national lead in intercep- 
tions in 1995, died of a gunshot wound in 
the offseason. Starting safety Eric Starks 
returns. Derrick Parker, JC cornerback 
Yemi CummingsJohn or Aaron Puckett 
could move into the lineup. Jonathan 
Maxwell, the fastest player on the team, has 
been moved from tailback to corner. 
Marlon Ford, another speedster, also could 
see action. The Bulldogs will be working 
with an all-new linebacker corps. 
Special teams: Kicker Marty Kent was 12- 
of14 on field-goal attempts and led the 
team in scoring with 74 points. Three play- 
ers are competing for punting chores. 
Keys to success: Assembling a capable 
offensive line is critical. Also, patching up 
the holes in the secondary and finding 
some solid linebackers are priorities. 
Outlook: The Bulldogs, who competed in 
the Big West last season, are loaded with 
stars at the skill positions. But they have 
questions in the secondary, at linebacker 
and along the offensive line. With games 
against Baylor, Mississippi State, Texas 
A&M and Arkansas in the first two months, 
rebuilding will have to be completed quickly. 


BULLDOGS DATA 


Coach: Gary Crowion its year). 
1995 record: 5-6. Big West: 2-4/T7th. 
Key losses: Jerry Byrd, G; Wilord Carter, S; Brody Crk, 
1B; Steve Hampton, C; Shannon Jenkin, LB; Dedrick 
Johnson, DT; Derick Moore, DT: Mike Mote, G; Lanoe Reed, 
LB; Wille Smith, CB; Grant Wifams, OT. 

‘Josh Br 


Mackey, 
Sr; Jason Matin, 0B, 3/220, Sr; Lee Ragsdale, TB, 59/185, 
SS; Terence Wison, FB, 5-10/205, Jr. Defense (4): James 
Crockett, CB, 5-10/185, Soph; Titus Daniel, E, 6-0/202, St; Eric 
Starks, S, 58/168, Jc; Deduan Washington, E, 62/205, Sr 
Kickers (1): Marty Kent, K, 5-460, J 
Other key returnees: Maslon Ford, S, Soph. Adrian 
Fredericks, LB, Soph; Kenneth Gilchrist, G, Sr. (RS); Rodney 
Uoyd, LB, Soph. (RS); Jonathan Maxwell, CB (moved from 
TB), Sr; Shawn OTToole, OT, Soph.; Derick Parker, S, 
‘Aaron Puckett, CB, Soph; Myron Smith, LB, Jr; Ho 
Thomton, DT, Sr; Keith Washington, DE, Sr. (RSfnjuy); 
Toriano Young, OT, Jt. 
Top newcomers: Sean Cangslosi, WR, Fr; Joey Chustz, G, 
FrfBS) Yom GurmingsJom, GB, (JG): don Larsen, 
dr (JC); Wiliam Mayes, DE; ur (JC); Justin Moss, G, Jr. (UC); 
Desmond Nunnery, DE, Fr. (RS); Tim Rattay, QB, Soph. (JC); 
Robert Saums, C, ut. (JC). 
Returing statistical leaders: Rushing: Ragsdale (108 at, 
768 yds., 5 TD); Passing: Matin (370 at, 208 comp., 12 
); Recelving: Mackey (90 rec., 1,259 
yds., 9 TD); Tackles: Starks (97); Socks 8 D, Washington (4). 
Sit: Fusion, La Stadume Joe Alt (20200). 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 31—Middle Tenn. St. Oct. 12—Arkansas 
7-Baylor (at Lite Rook, Ark.) 
(at Shreveport, La) Oct. 19—Toledo 


‘Sepl. 14—at Ceniral Michigan Oct. 25—Ala Birmingham 
Sept 21—al Mssssppi Stale Nox. 2a Norham nis 
Sept. 28—SW Louisiana Nov. Sat Arkansas State 
Oct. Sat Texas A&M 


7. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Offensive strengths: The Huskies return 
94 percent of their rushing yards after rank- 
ing 10th in the nation last season. Tailback 
Charles Talley is back after ranking 10th in 
the nation with 1,540 yards last year. Kent 
Booth is a solid guard. 
Offensive weaknesses: Three of last 
year’s line starters were drafted by CFL 
teams and their replacements liave poten- 
tial, but there is little depth. Projected start- 
ing quarterback Brandon Barker, a nephew 
of Bubby Brister, has just three career 
starts. He'll benefit from receiver Deon 
Mitchell and tight end Mitch Jacoby. 
Defensive strengths: With a good line- 
backing corps, the Huskies will switch from 
a 3-4 read-and-react defense to an attack 4 
3. Steve Smith and Perry Amoo lead the 
linebackers. The Huskies could receive a 
boost from linebacker Mandel Hester, whe 
was on the Butkus Award list last season 
before hurting his knee. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Huskies lack 
bodies and experience up front. The lone 
returning tackle (Steve Rhoads) didn’t play 
in the spring because of knee surgery. Look 
for JC transfers to step in. 
Special teams: The return game is strong, 
thanks to Leon Moody and Aldarryl Jones, 
but the kicking could cause problems. 
Brian Clark, who made 4of6 field-goal 
attempts, may lose his job to true freshman 
Kent Baker, who also may punt. 
Keys to success: Joe Novak, an assistant at 
NIU from 1980-83, returns after 12 seasons 
as defensive coordinator for Indiana. His new 
defense won't work if the line struggles. 
Outlook: NIU, which played in the Big West 
Jast season and will join the Mid-American in 
97, have stressed effort, which they'll need 
a lot of to overcome a predictable offense 
and a defense that lacks speed and size up 
front. But any rough spots NIU encounters 
will be buffered by a soft schedule that may 
guarantee a winning season. 

HUSKIES DATA 


Coach: Joe Novak (first year). 

1995 record: 2-8. Big West: 3<3/T4th, 

Key losses: Duane Arrindell, G; Hemme Deca Ee P; Todd 
Garifo, FS; Aaron Gilbert, OB; C.J. Rose, DE; 

Sholdice, OT; Ralph Strickland, FL; Wie Suet. C; Hollis 
‘Thomas, NG; Brandon Wilis, SE. 

Starters returning: Offense (5): Kent Booth, G, 63/308, Jr; 
‘Anthony Grifin, FB, 5-10/221, Sr.; Mitch Jacoby, TE, 6-5/245, 
‘Se; Jamie Macdonald, T, 6-5/208, Jr; Charles Talley, TB, 
6-0/229, Sx. Defense (9): Nay ens, FS rion 
$8), 510/180, Se; Daren Lloyd, LB, 


Steph 
fom CB), 5-10/177, Soph. Wiliam Triplet, CB, 511/163, J. 
Kickers (1): Brian Clark, K,$-1/190, ae 
3: Party Amoo, LB, 


Lundin, C, Soph; Deon Mitchell, WR, Soph.; Leon Moody, 

WRI, i; Sai Pips, SS. cz Dan Sano, DE, 

Soph; Wade White, DE, Sr; Bil Wise, G, Soph. 

‘Top newcomers: Kent Bakar, P/K, Fr; Glenn Bloodsaw, LB, 

FNS) Ale Camacho, Dr.) Wl Ford DE tC} 
C, Fr. (RS); Bill 


ing : Rushing: Talley (289 at, 
1340 yo, 7 TD); Passing: Bare (2 a. 18 comp, INT 
TD, 281 yds.); Receiving: Mitchell (23 rec., 272 yds., 2 


THE PRESSURE’S ON 


lt’s time for Holtz to 
deliver a title—or else 


Tt shouldn't surprise anybody that 
Lou Holtz began making excuses for 
the 1996 season in March. Some might 
wonder what took him so long. 

Notre Dame's boss hasn't yet 
declared Navy, which the Fighting Irish 
will crush this November in Dublin, 

“every bit as good as the Cowboys.’ 
That will come. But 


was whining about pojtz 


having to play five 
games in November and just two in 
October. 


It’s time for Notre Dame to start win- 
ning again and not just against the teams 
it's supposed to beat. The Fighting Irish 
failed to overcome the two best oppo- 
nents on their schedule last year—Ohio 
State and Florida State—and appeared 
slower and less talented than either 
team. During the past two seasons, we 
have been treated to a variety of rational- 
izations for a combined 1581 perfor 


didn’t live up to their billing. We have 
heard how Notre Dame's tougher acade- 
mic requirements disqualify up to half of 
‘the nation’s top prep’ ficu- 
larly coveted i 
backs—from consideration, And how 
rigorous the coursework is for those 
who get in. 

What is this, Vanderbilt? Why not 
make every Top 25 team donate a great 
player to Notre Dame? 

It’s time for Holtz to stop giving rea- 
sons why Notre Dame hasn't won and 
start winning—or get out. He has a life 
time contract, but a few more years like 
the past two, and he might find that the 
‘Grim Reaper is an ND-alumnus—and an 
angry one at that. The Irish must move 
their offensive attack into the 1990s by 


said he wanted to put itup “30-35 times a 
game.” One month later, he said, “We're 
going to look at some things, but we're 
not going to change drastically on 
offense.” By October, ND could be run- 


presented opening arguments. 

can't get the Irish back into the top five, 

maybe he should step aside and let the” 

school find someone who can. 
—MICHAEL BRADLEY 
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INDEPENDENTS 


INDEPENDENTS 


TD); Tackles: Smit (77); Sacks: White (2). 
Site: DeKalb Il. Stadium: Huskie (31,000). 
SCHEDULE 


‘Aug, 31—at Maryland Oct. 19—at Louisville 
Sept. 7—Westemn Ilinois Oct, 26—Akron 

‘Sept. 14—al Penn State Nov. 2—Louisiana Tech 
‘Sept. 21—at Arkansas State Nov. 9—at SW Louisiana 
‘Sept. 28—Texas-El Paso Nov. 16—at Oregon State 
Oct, 5—North Texas 


NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 
Offensive strengths: Even though he 
won't have big-play receiver Stepfret 
Williams at his disposal, quarterback 
Raymond Philyaw is one of the nation’s hid- 
den gems. Carson Fields is a capable run- 
ning back, and Shawn Jenkins has star 
potential at right tackle. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Indians need 
help up front, where the left side of the line 
must be replaced, Fields doesn't have much 
help, and Philyaw had better hope David 
Smith and Marty Booker were paying atten- 
tion to plans the past couple of years, 

is: Drew Fabianich was 
hired as eee after NLU allowed 478.9 
yards and 37.6 points per game last year. 
Fabianich, who arrives from Tennessee- 
Martin, will try to craft an attacking 43 
scheme around nine returning starters. 
Defensive weaknesses: Only four letter- 
men return along the line, meaning NLU 
probably won't be any better against the run 
than it was last season (268.9 per game). 
And even though experience returns in the 
secondary, opposing passers completed 
60.7 percent of their attempts last season. 
Special teams: Jason Pope dropped 17 
punts inside the opponents’ 20 last year, a 
school record, but averaged just 37.4 yards 
aboot. Kicker Cory Babineaux made just 2- 
of-6 field-goal attempts last year, with a long 
of 31 yards, Smith and Alonzo Hampton 
have big-play potential as return specialists, 
Key to success: NLU must find solid per- 
formers on both lines or risk being outmus- 
cled by the heavyweights on their schedule. 
Outlook: NLU enters its third season of 
Division I-A play with a deeper, more talent- 
ed roster, but the Indians remain some- 
thing of a beefed-up LAA team. Another 
brutal schedule looms, and the Indians lack 
the strength to withstand the charge of 
deeper, more mature programs. 

INDIANS DATA 


Coach: Ed Zaunbrecher (6-17, two years), 

1995 record: 2.9, 

Key losses: Orlando Bobo, G; Keith Daley, TE; Eric Foster, 

FB; Kevin Graham, OT; Charles Green, DB; Chris Hearron, 

Wi hates Rando, TE yl Tra, DT; Steptet 
iliams, 


1 nove tom E6425, St; Chad 
9, MLB, 6-0230, Sr; Tire Syvas, CB, 5-177, drs 
Marlon Turner, LB, 510/200, Soph; Michael Young, SS, 6- 
2/498, Sr. Kickers (2): Cory Babineaux, K, 6-2/175, Soph; 
‘Jason Pope, P, 61/225, Sr, 

key retumees: Marty Booker, WR, Soph; Regan Cobb, 

, Jt; Ketth Gardner, RB, Jr; James Landers, G, Soph; Rd 

Malcolm, LB, Sr; Bo Miles, LB, Sr; Chad Reeder, OT, Jr; 

Sampson, CB, Sr; David Smith, WR, Jr; Brian Talo, 

Hi; Alted Thomas, CB, dr; Sif Wright, LB, Soph 
Top newcomers; Derick Bridges, WR, Fr. io Bian 
Fiths KF (RS) Michael Howey, OT Soph (SUC) Esc 
ones, FB, Fr (RS); Eric Lo, OT, Jr. (UG); Rodney Mee, 
Da, Fs Shae Pita GF (AS Fel ears, 7, 
(IC); Chis Spa (RS) 

ing alsa ead: Rushing: Feld (144 att, 632 

70) Passing: hiya (820 at, {67 comp, 7 INT, 22 

627 yds); Recelving: Gardner (16 re, 198 

1) “cles Neeberg 102; Sacks: Cobb (2) 
Site: Monroe, La. Stadium: Malone (20,427). 


Northern Illinois’ Charles Talley rushed for 1,540 
yards last season, ranking 10th in the nation, 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 28—Nicholls Stale. Oot. 5—Northwastem Stato 
Sepl. 7—Minnesota ‘Oct, 19—at Central Florida 


Sept. 44—at UCLA 

Sept. 21—Sam Houston St 

Sept, 28—Arkansas Nov. 16—vJacksonville State 
(at bile Rock, Ark) Nov, 23—at Cincinnat 


9, ARKANSAS STATE 


Offensive strengths: Running back Corey 
Walker finally lived up to expectations last 
season, when he rushed for 1,013 yards and 
caughta team-high 42 passes. A solid line has 
been toughened by coach John Bobo's 
drilling. Receiver Reginald Murphy is reliable. 
Offensive weaknesses: Who’s the quarter- 
back? Brent Pettus barely played as a back- 
up and JC transfer Jeremie Watkins is com- 
ing off knee surgery. Complicating matters 
is that most of the receivers lack experience. 
Defensive strengths: A formerly thin and 
inexperienced secondary has evolved into a 
strength behind big-play safety Chappell 
Mitchell, Gary Jackson and Tim Williams 
are good ends, and there is some depth. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
became experienced tacklers last season 
after making multiple stops downfield for a 
team that gave up 409,1 yards per game. JC 
transfers need to shore up the linebacking 
corps. The interior linemen are sopho- 
mores and redshirt freshmen. 

Special teams: Finding a punter who can 
replace Kyle Richardson (40.9-yard aver- 
age) is unlikely. Kicker Jeff Caldwell needs 
to return to the form of his first two seasons 
after making only 5-of-13 field-goal attempts 
last year. Walker is a dangerous return man. 
Key to success: Finding a quarterback 
who can take advantage of a favorable 
September schedule, 

Outlook: A year after posting its first win- 
ning season since 1987, Arkansas State 
could win six games again, as the schedule 
is only slightly more difficult and scholar- 
ship numbers finally are around 80. A wor- 
ried administration wants to see sagging 
attendance figures rise, meaning early victo- 
ries are needed. 


Nov, 2—at Mississippi State 
Nov, 9—at Auburn 


INDIANS DATA 
Gage: John Bobo (9-2-1 3 yea 
1995 record: 6-5. Big West: 3-3/T4t 


Key losses: Derrick Austin, We Johnny Covington, QB; 
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Leon Cunningham, WR; Carlos Emmons, DE; Rodney 
Pavone, LB; Ry anes, OT: Clark Mei, TE: ome 
Perry Pyant, G; Kyle 
Richardson, K; Ray Robins, CB; Bryan Singleton, LB; Clark 
Watkins, FS; Carlo White, NT. 
Starters returning: Offense (3): Jason Bennett, C, 6-3/260, 
‘Sr; Brent Turner, G, 64/280, Sr,; Corey Walker, RB, 5-10/185, 
Sr. Defense (5): Darrell Baker, CB, 5-10/180, Sr.; G 
dackson, E,6-4/220, St; Chappel Michel SS, 5-10/170, 
Soph; Mati Sith, T, 65/260, Soph; Torrance Suggs, LB, 
8.42, Si klk (ts Yet Cave 61/168 St 
Other key retumes: Rodney Alen, CB, J; Linton Beavers, 
8 Sen Dew. GS Tos Fron ‘07, Soph, Lennie 
WR, Soph; 


rick Mosley FS, Sr; 
Reginald it Myors, OT, Sr; Brent Patus, 
B,J Sete Arron NT J, Washington, WR, 
‘Soph; Carence Willams, DE, im Wiliams, DE, St. 
Lay (WC); Sean 


Ir ); 
Fr (8S) Sot Sons Pd (oh Jeong OF 
SF UO} erie bin, GB JO Lara Wil Gs GO) 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Walker (212 att, 
1013 yds, 97D); Passing: Petus (22 at, 12 comp., 1 INT, 
2 TD, 136 yds,); Receiving: Walker (42 rec, ff yds, 4 TD); 
Tackles: Suggs (64); Sacks: Jackson (8). 
Site: Jonesboro, Ark. Stadium: Indian (33,410). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31—at Brigham Young Oct, 19—SE Missouri Stato 
Sept. 7—Austin Peay Oct. 26—at Mississippi 


Sept. 14at Ala-Bimingham 
Sep. 21—Northern inois 
Oct, 5—Central Arkansas 
Oct 12—at SW Louisiana 


10. CENTRAL FLORIDA 


Offensive strengths: Burly quarterback 
Daunte Culpepper, who will be a high pick 
in the NFL one day, has improved his 
mechanics and should be considerably bet- 
ter even though he was one of Division I- 
AA's best as a freshman. The line, which 
returns three starters, should be strong. 
Offensive weaknesses: Graduation, 
injuries and academic failure have left the 
Knights hoping some incoming freshmen 
will catch Culpepper’s passes. The Knights 
hope that a trio of young players can replace 
departed star tailback Marquette Smith. 
‘The best might prove to be Johnie Presley, 
who saw limited duty last season. 
Defensive strengths: All three starting line- 
backers—Kendrick Thomas, Nakia Reddick 
and John Bryant—return. Each is a blue-chip- 
per in talent and attitude, if not size. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
needs more speed and the middle of the line 
needs more size, Coach Gene McDowell felt 
the failure to sign more quality defensive 
backs was the one shortcoming of his first 
recruiting effort at the I-A level. 
Special teams: If receiver Todd Cleveland 
is academically eligible, he can be one of 
the nation’s best return men, 
Kicker/punter Charlie Pierce, who hit 10- 
of15 field-goal attempts and averaged 40,7 
yards per punt in '95, is a pro prospect. 
Keys to success: The defense must stop 
foes so Culpepper can do his thing. 
Culpepper’s efforts would be augmented by 
the emergence of some receivers. 
Outlook: Though UCF now is a L-A school, 
nearly half the teams on its schedule are 
from the LAA ranks. That's good, because 
the Knights lack the’depth of most I-A pro- 
grams. Regardless, a 5-6 or 6-5 mark could 
be expected thanks to the soft slate. 
GOLDEN KNIGHTS DATA 
Coach; Gene McDowell (76-49, 11 years), 
1995 record: 6-5 as |-AA independent. 
Key losses: Robert Braucht, DT; Scott Braun, TE; Gerod 
Davis, mil Ekiyor, DE; Adrian Ellis, SS; Allen Powell, CB; 
Marquette Smith, TB; Chris Tabscott, G; Matt Wittman, G. 


Te 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Daunte Culpepper, QB, 6- 
4/230, Soph.; Alex Galvez, G, 6-0/265, Sr.; Comell Green, T, 


Nov. 2—at East Carolina 
Noy. 9—Loulsiana Tech 
Nov. 16—at Nevada. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


0-0/290, Soph. Mark Nensant, WR, 5-11/185, Soph. Kevin 
Stewart 7, 63285, Sr; Stuart Sipe, WR, 6-170, Sr 
Defense (7): John Bryant, LB, 41/225, Sr; Daryl Latimore, 
(OB, 511/175, St; Jamiel McWhorter, E, 62230, Jt; Naka 
Reddick, LB, 61/200, Sr; Kenton Rckerson, FS, 6-2/175, Jc; 
Tarveres Tale, E, 6-2/240, Sr; Kendick Thomas, LB, 6-9/240, 
Sr. Kickers (1): Charlie Petco, K/P, 61/180, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Jermaine Benoit, DE, uJ; Todd 
Cleveland, WR, J. (RSlacademics); Reginald Doster, CB 
(moved trom WR), Soph,; Ryan Gills, G, Jt; Mike Grant, TB, 
Soph.; Rufus Hall, WR, Jt (RS\knee); Joey Hubbard, TE, 
Soph.; Mike Huff, TB, Jr; Donald Huzzi, FB, Sr; Marcus 
‘Jenkins, OT, Soph; Johnie Presley, TB, Soph.; Donnell 
Washington, SS, Jt; Chris Wrenn, C, Sr. (RS/knee).. 

‘Top newcomers: Kenny Ciark, WR, Fr. Nikko Cooper, WR, 
J: UC} Bl Dayo, ©, Sop. transleriams, Ono} Fed 
Harley, DE, Fr; Wilie Johnson, TE, Fr. (RS); Paul Miranda, 
CB, Soph, (IC); Justen Moore, DT, Fr. (RS); Wesley Moore, 
WR, Jr (C); Tyrell Rice, CB, Fr, (Ri 
Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Grant (41 att, 215 
yds. 1 TD); Passing: Culpepper (204 at, 168 comp, 10 INT, 
42D, 2,071 yds); Receiving: Doster (25 rec, 950 yds, 1 
TD); Tackles: Reddick (90); Sacks: Tate (3). 

Site: Orando, Stadium: Citrus Bow (70,348). 


SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 31—Wiliam & Mary Oc. 19—Northeast Lovisiana 
Sept. 7—al South Carolina Oct, 26—at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 14—at New Mexico Nov, 2—Ilinois State 

Sept. 21—at Ball State Nov. $—at Ala-Birmingham 
Sept, 28—at East Carolina Nov. 16—Bowiing Green 
Oct. 12—Samiord 


Lula 
Offensive strengths: Injuries forced the 
Blazers to use four quarterbacks last year, 
so UAB relied heavily on its running game. 
While coach Watson Brown wants to open 
up the offense, the rushing attack will con- 
tinue to be the team’s best weapon. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Blazers need to 
shore up a small, thin line. Four starters 
return from last year’s unit, but they average 
only 6-2 and 265 pounds. And experienced 
depth is nearly nonexistent. 


Defensive strengths: In addition to having 
three returning starters, the secondary will 
be boosted by the addition of East 
Tennessee State transfer Dainon Sidney and 
the movement of speedster Omar Parker 
(4.4 in the 40) from receiver to cornerback. 
Defensive esses: UAB lost two key 
line starters, Robert Leslie and Jackie Hurst. 
Depth is a problem, and during spring prac- 
tice the line had trouble stopping the run. 
Special teams: Gone are four-year start- 
ing kicker Kevin Thomason, four-year 
return specialist Cedrick Buchannon and 
punter Jason Powers. Set to replace them 
are JC All-American kicker Lee Miller, 94 
starting punter Kevin Tatarek and either 
Parker or Sidney as the return man. 
Keys to success: UAB must first survive 
the opening two weeks, when it plays 
Auburn and Maryland. If the Blazers make 
it through those games without too many 
injuries, then they must establish some 
much-needed depth on both lines. 
Outlook: Brown knows his first-year 
Division A team is several years away 
from being competitive with even mid-level 
FA opponents. But UAB has a favorable 
schedule that includes seven of its final nine 
games at home. Four or five victories isn’t 
out of the question, 


BLAZERS DATA 
‘Coach: Watson Brown (5-6, 1 year; 37-83-1 overall, 11 
years). : 
1995 record: 5-6 as I-AA independent. 
Key losses: Cedrick Buchannon, WAVKR; Perry Collier, SS; 
Terry Collier, RB; Jackie Hurst, DT; Robert Leslie, DE; Jason 
Powers, P; Keith Register, OT; Kevin Thomason, K. 

Offense (8) no 


(moved to CB), 6-1/175, Soph.; Johnny Rea, G, 6-0/260, Jr; 

Kath land F-10220 St Josh Wie C923, 8. 
Defense (8): Shawn Alexander, LB, 60/225, 
Bozeman, LB, 5-11/205, Soph,; Kerry Frazier, LB, ot, 
Sr.; Eric Nation, CB, 5-8/165, Sr; Isaih Owens, E, 6-2/235, 
Sr,; Marcel Rachel, CB, 6-0/185, Jt; Terry Smith, T, 6-4/265, 
dt; Alan Wills, FS, 5-11/186, J. Kickers: None, 

Other key returnees: Thomas Banks, RB, Jr. Chris Daniels, 
RB, Soph.; Robert Davis, RB, Sr. (RS); Rodney Hudson, QB, 
Sr.; Cutis Jeter, DT, Soph; Lee Miller, K, Jt. (RS); Stertick 
Morgan, DE, Soph.; Ize Reese, DB, Jr; Joey Roberto, LB, 
Sr; Michael Roberto, DE, Soph.; Kevin Tatarek, P, Sr. (RS); 
Jake Vest, WR, Soph. 

‘Top newcomers: Lee Jolly, QB, Fr.; Lee Miller, K, Jr. 
(RSWC);Al Och, LB, Fr; Wallace Rutledge, DE, Fr. (RS); 
Dainon Sidney, DBIKR, Jr, (ransfer/East Tennessee State); 
Melvin Sidney, OL, Fr 
ering sical bode: Rsbng: land (7 a 49 
yds., 4 TD); Passing: Drake (113 att., 51 comp., 6 INT, 
691 yds.); Recelving: Lee (16 rec., 24 yds., 2 TD); T 
Frazier (91); Sacks: Frazier (4), 

Site: Birmingham, Ala. Stadium: Legion Field (89,091), 

SCHEDULE 

Oct. 26—at Louisiana Tech 

Sept. 7—at Maryland Nov, 2—at Vanderbit 
Sept. 14—Arkansas State Nov. 8~Central Florida 
Sept. 21—Jacksonvile State Nov. 16—Cincinnati 
Oct. 5—Western Kentucky Nov. 21—Charleston Southern 
Oct. 19—SW Louisiana 

Writers contributing to this preview were 

Michael Bradley, free-lance writer (Army, 
Navy, Northeast Louisiana and Notre 
Dame); Bruce Brown, Lafayette (La.) Daily 

Advertiser (Southwestern Louisiana); Cary 
Estes, Birmingham Post-Herald (Alabama- 
Birmingham); Jerry Greene, Orlando 
Sentinel (Central Florida); Mike Grizzard, 
Greenville (N.C.) Daily Reflector (East 
Carolina); Jim McLain, Shreveport (La,) 
Times (Louisiana Tech); Kevin Turbeville, 

Jonesboro (Ark.) Sun (Arkansas State); and 
Doug Zaleski, Muncie (Ind.) Evening Press 
(Northern Illinois). 


‘Aug. $1—at Auburn 
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INDEPENDENTS 


SCOUTING THE INDEPENDENTS 


Ascending: Navy. Even though many 
Academy alums wanted coach Charlie 
Weatherbie fired last year after his ill-advised 
“go-for-the-throat” decision to run the ball on 
fourth-and-goal from the 1 against Army 
opened the door for the Cadets to pull out a 
14-13 victory, the Middies are rising. Lash 
year’s five victories were the most since 
1990, and better things lie ahead. 
Descending: Central Florida. Welcome to 
Division IA, Golden Knights, UCF has been 
a strong LAA program in the 1990s but will 
learn about life in the big-time during a four- 
week September road trip against I-A mid- 
dleweights. Central Florida has plenty to 
offer a conference—location, weather, stadi- 
um (Citrus Bowl), expected growth—but for 
now, it has even more to offer its '96 oppo- 
nents, Like a guaranteed victory. 
Nightmare schedule: Northeast 
Louisiana. Even though the Indians finally 
get a “real” LA team to visit Monroe 
(though given its recent performance, 
Minnesota’s legitimacy can be ques- 
tioned), they still must journey to UCLA, 
Arkansas, Mississippi State, Auburn and 
Cincinnati, Even games against four I-AA 
schools aren't layups. NLU lost to Troy 
State, Northwestern State and Central 
Florida last year—all at home. 

Dream schedule: Army. Out are 
Washington, Notre Dame and Boston 
College. In are Ohio, North Texas, Yale 
and Tulane. The season hasn't started yet, 
but the Cadets already have chosen their 
MVP—athletic director Al Vanderbush. 
Best matchup of the year: Notre Dame 
at USC, November 30, The Irish may be 
unbeaten in 13 consecutive games against 
the Trojans, but their visit to Los Angeles 
will be dangerous. This one could have 
the same national title implications as 
some of its storied predecessors. 

Worst matchup of the year: Alabama- 
Birmingham at Auburn, August 31. The 
Blazers couldn't wait to get into Division I- 
A, and the Tigers were just as eager to wel- 
come their in-state rivals to the ranks of 
the big-time so they could schedule them. 
Bowl bound: Notre Dame should earn 
an Alliance bid again. East Carolina has 
the early line ona third consecutive trip to 
the Liberty Bowl, and Army's friendly 
schedule and wealth of skill performers 
give it an outside shot at an at-large bid. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Notre Dame WR 
Derrick Mayes’. All Mayes did last year 
was establish Notre Dame career marks 
in receiving yards and touchdown recep- 
tions and allow the Irish to have a passing 
attack. Now, senior Emmett Mosley and a 
cast of young suspects must duplicate 
Mayes’ efforts, or Notre Dame will be a 
one-dimensional team. 

Most overrated player: Notre Dame QB 
Ron Powlus. For the second consecutive 
year, Powlus gets the honor, largely 
because he hasn't yet won a Heisman, led 
the Irish to a national championship or 
discovered a cure for AIDS. 

Most underrated player: Northern 
Illinois RB Charles Talley. OK, so he 


HONOR ROLL 


~ Hardest hitter: 


Best spectal teams Easi Carona, 

‘Cobbin, LB, Note Dame, 

Best backup quarterback: Jarious Jackson, Notre Dame, 
Best pro prospect: Koy Minor, LB, Notre Damo, 

Best game-day atmosphere: Amy, 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


Top recruit in parentheses 


4, Notre Dame (Best recruit: OL Jason Ching). The 
Irish landed their second straight excellent class 
and addressed speed needs at receiver and 
defensive back. 

2, East Carolina (DB Chris Satterfield), 

3. Alabama-Birmingham (QB Lee Jolly), 

4, Northeast Louisiana (OB Rodney McNeal), 

5, Central Florida (WR Kenny Clark), 

6, Arkansas State (OT Jason Sink), 

7. Norther Iiinois (QB Brandan Doyle), 

8, Southwestern Louisiana (OT Tyrone Abrams). 

9, Louisiana Tech (WR Sean Cangelosi), 

(Army and Navy don't announce thelr incoming players.) 


gained most of his 1,540 yards last year 
against porous Big West defenses, But 
Talley did rack up 146 yards and score on 
56-yard, first-quarter touchdown run 
against Florida. He gets to show his stuff 
against Maryland and Penn State this year. 
Best coach: Notre Dame's Lou Holtz, Yes, 
he seemingly has had underachieving 
teams the past few seasons, and yes, he 
always talks up his opponent. But there may 
not be a better big-game coach in the nation, 
Best staff: Notre Dame. Offensive coor- 
dinator Dave Roberts used to be a head 
coach, and defensive coordinator Bob 
Davie is destined to become one. 
Recruiting coordinator/tight end coach 
Bob Chmiel is the best in the business, 
Coach on the hot seat: Holtz, Holtz 
joked that his new lifetime contract allows 
him to be “declared legally dead at any 
time.” He had better get ND back in the 
national-title hunt, or the undertaker may 
start measuring him, 
Best bets: East Carolina’s Marcus 
Crandell will throw for at least 2,500 yards 
and top the 300-yard mark more than twice. 
He already is ahead of Bengals passer and 
former Pirates star Jeff Blake in career 
total offense and passing yardage. ... 
Army's potent option attack will again rank 
among the national leaders in rushing. ... 
Southwestern Louisiana quarterback Jake 
Delhomme will close his career as the 
school’s passing king. ... Notre Dame will 
bludgeon some foe for 350-plus rushing 
yard: Central Florida sophomore quar- 
terback Daunte Culpepper will dazzle 
some unsuspecting I-A defenses with his 
size and tremendous athletic ability. 
Odds & ends: Northern Illinois will join 
the Mid-American Conference in 1997. The 
Huskies are MAC members in all other 


Pos. Name, Schoo! HiWt Class 


Deke Cooper, WR, Notre Dari 
DEFENSIVE: Brad Villans DL, Noire Dame 


sports. .. Northern Illinois quarterback 
Brandon Barker is Bubby Brister’s nephew. 
.. It took action by the North Carolina leg- 
islature, but North Carolina and North 
Carolina State will begin playing East 
Carolina. The first game comes November 
30, when the Pirates play the Wolfpack in 
new Carolinas Stadium in Charlotte, 
—MICHAEL BRADLEY 
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100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


A 2nd Cyclone whirlwind 


Darren Davis, a 2,000-yard rusher in his own right, joins big brother Troy 


By KEVIN DING 


ate in the afternoon ofa September 
day in 1995, Eular Webster heard 
the score—lowa State 57, UNLV 
30—and she knew her son, Troy, 
must have had another big game. But Mom 


didn't have time to find out the details. Her _ 


other son, Darren, was playing the biggest 
game of his final high school season that 
night. 

So, she put on her lucky shirt—the 
bright red one with Darren’s No. 3 and 
“Darren Davis is my son” emblazoned 
across the back—and headed for Miami 
Southridge High’s game against fellow 
unbeaten Miami High. Darren had his 
“usual big game, rushing for 171 yards, and 
he gave Southridge a 12-6 lead in the fourth 
quarter with a spectacular 37-yard touch- 
down run. But Miami High tied it and, with 
55 seconds left in regulation, Darren tried 
to bring Southridge back. 

Davis hit the hole hard, as always, but 
before he could rip through, the leg of a 
Miami High player whipped around and 
smashed against Davis’ right shin—snap- 
ping his fibula and tibia on contact. 

The thrilling day turned into a long 
night. At the hospital, Darren’s mother 
finally pulled herself away from his side at 1 
a.m, and called Troy in Ames, Iowa. She 
told him about the injury to his little broth- 
er, the brother Troy had considered almost 
a twin. 

“Twas so happy until she called me,” said 
Troy, who had scored five touchdowns 
against UNLV and rushed for an Iowa State- 
record 302 yards. “And then all the happi- 
ness jumped out of me.” 


arren Davis’ season ended that day, 

September 23. Troy Davis went on 

to a scintillating year, becoming the 
first college sophomore to gain 2,000 yards 
and ending up fifth in the Heisman Trophy 
balloting. He said he played half of the rest 
of the year for his Iowa State teammates 
and the other half for Darren, but he still 
wished he could have done more for his 
brother. 

Now he has the opportunity. Darren— 
whose recruitment-visit list included pow- 
ers Miami and Florida State, as well as West 
Virginia, Kentucky and Iowa State—has 
joined Troy in Ames. The trip to Ames was 
by far the best for one telling reason: Troy’s 
presence. 

Darren generally was considered one of 
the top 10 running back prospects in the 
nation by most recruiting analysts before 
his senior season; indeed, he was a higher- 
rated high school recruit than Troy, who 
had been Iowa State’s biggest catch in 
recent memory. Troy chose Iowa State 
because he figured he’d have more chances 


Ey 
: 
3 


to run the ball than at Miami or Florida 
State, the recruiting runners-up. 

The brothers are the only two players in 
Dade County's rich high school football his- 
tory to rush for more than 2,000 yards in a 
season. Now that Troy has attained 2,000 in 
college (2,010 last year), it seems natural 
for Darren to follow suit. 

“It'll be just like at Southridge—I'll make 
my impact quick,” Darren said. “I wanted to 
go somewhere and help build a program, 
and I wanted to play with my brother.” 

The brothers are like twins, just as Troy 
says. Both have squat, muscular physiques 
(58, 185 pounds). Both have good but not 


seven of Southridge’s 10 touchdowns. Troy 
dazzled with a 97-yard kickoff return; 
Darren topped that with a 99-yarder. 


ie leg healed, Darren promises he'll 

be 100 percent for his first college 
season. In fact, he wrestled for 
Southridge four months after suffering his 
injury and advanced to the state semifinals 
before losing to the eventual state champi- 
on. 
Darren finds losing intolerable, While he 
lay injured on the field against Miami High, 
Darren asked his teammates to win for 
him—but his absence was stronger than 


Darren Davis, whose senior prep season in Florida was curtailed by a nasty leg injury, is confident he'll 
be an impact player at lowa State. Perhaps best of all, he'll be reunited with his much-acclaimed brother. 


great speed (4.6 in the 40-yard dash) and 
succeed mostly on subtle moves and tough- 
ness. 

The Cyclones will use the Davises much 
the way Southridge High did in 1993, with 
Troy gaining most of the yards and Darren 
lining up all over the field as a second 
potential game-breaker. 

“Darren has a lot of the same ability, 
quickness, toughness, speed and power 
that Troy has,” Iowa State coach Dan 
McCarney said. “I don't want Darren stand- 
ing on the sidelines with me. We hope to 
have one of the best 1-2 tandems in college 
football.” 

The Davises were double trouble as prep 
players. In’93, Southridge went undefeated, 
won the state championship and finished 
No. 5 in USA Today's national rankings. In a 
69-36 state title rout of powerhouse 
Bradenton Manatee, Troy and Darren com- 
bined for 508 all-purpose yards and scored 


The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


his inspiration. Southridge fell in overtime, 
losing for the first time in Dade County play 
with Darren Davis on its roster. 

“That's the kind of kid he is—lying 
there with his leg broken and thinking 
he’s letting the team down,” Southridge 
coach Mark Guandolo said. “He’s one of a 
kind,” 

Darren wouldn’t mind being two of a 
kind at Iowa State. On the day he signed his 
letter-of-intent, he proudly wore a replica of 
Troy’s No. 28 Cyclones jersey. And Troy, 
for his part, wouldn't mind sharing the spot- 
light with his little brother now and leaving 
it all up to him a little later. 

“Ever since Darren was born, we've 
stuck together,” Troy said. “He has always 
been following right behind me, and when 
Tve done something, he has always come 
back and usually topped it.” a4 

Kevin Ding is a sportswriter for the Miami 
Herald. 
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THE SPORTING NEWS PRIME PROSPECTS 


‘Tae Spormne News asked five top recruiting “gurus” to provide lists of the top high school seniors at each position. We have compiled 
‘those rankings into one “master” list. The players are listed alphabetically by position. Check marks Indicate that a player Is considered one of the nation's best by that analyst. 
KEY: BB—Bill Buchalter; T_—Tom Lemming; 6W—G&W Recruiting Service; CS—Collegiate Sports of America; NR—Natlonal Recruiting Advisor. 


DEFENSIVE LINE HLWt. City/school_ BB TL GW CS NR 


Robert Bemard —_6-3/285 Houston/Stering of 


&5275 _ Eden Prarie, Minn/Eden Praitie 


San Jose, Calil/Oak Grove 


v 
v 
viv 
v 


Zak Kustok 

Erik Lipton i 

Romaro Miler 6290 
Luke Richmond" _6-4/2(2/=___<Av 


Matt Schoebel 64/215 


lis 


vo 
viv 

Jama 64122 z i / Raat are 

Damell MacDonald 5-11/190 Englewood, Colo.Cheny Creek YY fv 

Brian Marshall __5-11/200 Bloomfield Fils, Mch/Brothe ico 7 v7 
Hodges Mitchell 59/190 allas'Skyng VV v 
James Mungo 5-11/185 E Sroxsbup PaEastSroxkbuy 7 FZ 
vlason Murray __6-2/220 Belle Vernon, Palle Vernon Area nv: 

Jesper Sanks _6-2/200__——_—Columbus, Ga/Carver Pad 

‘Anthony Saunders 6-8/200 Greensboro, N.C/Wesiem Gullod 7 a2 
Jammar Sheppard 6-1/196 San Francisco'Sacred Heat Vv VV 

Stephens 5-11/175 __Clarksvil, TenmJNortheast, = VV 
‘Anthony Thomas 6-2/200 Winnfield, La.Winfield Fa v 

~ 68/185 _ Evansvile, nd/Bosse Vv ov vv 

Antoine Womack 6-0/210 Hampton, VaiPhoebus Vv vv 

mods §-9/180 Sidel, La/Saimen Yana 2 

‘WIDE RECEIVERS _HL/W1. City/schoo!_ BB TL GW CS WR 

Bruce Branch 6-1180 Richmond, Va/Huguenot Ae Sr 

Emest Brown. 6-175 JS 

G oti 

Darrel Jackson 6-1/175_ Pa a2 

541470 Paar 

61180 Viv Ww 

Cw. 

v 2 

v 7 


2 B4N75 
Robert Wiliams 64/210 
Tow ENDS __WL/WL 
Marcus Bryson 6-4/205 
doe Domingeaux 5 
Haris 64/200 u 
Gr twin 6245 
65/240 


OFFENSIVE LN — AL — 


657250 Clark, NAVAL. Johnson Regional 7 
PhoeniiBrophy Prep 7 


Jason Frysinger —6-4/220 Grosse lle, MichGrosse le 7 


lon Graham- __6-4/280 PittsburghiPenn His ¥Z 
BarisGrant ——6-2/235 Irvington, Nl/Irvington 

Grant Irons. vo: 

Harold Jackson 62235 Wikes- Bare, PalGA-R Memon 

DeAngelo Lyd 66225 

Zeke Moreno 6/205 Castle Park, CaltChula Vista VV 

sason Ott 63/245 

TimShear * 6-215 Junction Cty, OreJJunction Gy ¥ 

Kyle VandenBosch 6-4/240 __‘Imwood, lowa/West Lyon vv 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HL/WL. City/schoo! BB TL_GW NR 
Mike Clinkscale —_6-1/190 Youngstown, Ohio/Chaney 7 ve 


“Lovisvile, KyMale Vv 
Manian Vv 
~ Augusta, GaJJosey 7 7 
f 
7 


sake Bisson_6 


64270 
Leonard Davis 6-8/320__ 
NicHawkins 65/05 


Josh Jakubowski 66/318 


62220 


“6-1/190 __Cowvalis, Ore/Crescent Valley may ate 
64/75 Brookhaven, N/Belport 7 v 
Brian PC 60175 Jeannette, Pa/Jeannette v = 
Greg Ransom ~ 6-425 Brertvood,Ten/Brentood Academy vs 
Vielor Rogers Austnlee 647240 Post Falls, IahoPost Falls v 
Jon Ryder ‘Maleafou McKenzie _6-0/200 Mission Viejo, Call/Capistrano Valley Yo 
Mike a) Baton Rouge, LalCatholc Vv 
6.0185 Sara Ana, Calf Mater Dei Z Bee 
647202 v 
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400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


OTHERS RECEIVING VOTES 


BILL BUCHALTER: Monty Beisel, FBILB, 64/220, Victoria, 
Kan Nicloria; Kyle Benn, DL, 64/285, Bellevue, Wash Bellewe; 
Mike Dezel, LB, 61215, Mahtomed, Minn Mahomed 
Drayton, LB, 62/212, Newton, Mass./Noth; Nick Gralla, DL, 6- 
7/272, East Rutherford, N.J/Becfon Regional; Carlos Honors, RB, 
5-11/180, lowa Ciy, lowa/West; Eric Jondro, LB, 6-3/215, Foxboro, 
‘Mass Foxboro; Dennis Jones, OL, 6-7/250, Dallas'Spruce; Cody 
Joyce, WR, 6-4/190, Newhall, Calf/art; Damell Sanders, WR, 6- 
5/215, Warrensville Heights, OioWarrensille Heights; T.. Tune, 
LB, 6-4235, Hilsboro, Oiofilsbor; Ryan Wingrove, TE, 64/245, 
Parkersburg, W.Va/Parkersburg; Tracy Wistom, LB, 64/200, Webb 
Cy, MouWebb City 

‘TOM LEMMING: Braxton Anderson, DL, 67/265, Frankn, 
ky/Simpson; Ravon Anderson, RB, §-11190, Hoboken, 
'Nu/Hoboken; Fussell Bonner, DB, 6-180, Gafiney, §CGafiney, 
ulus Brown, RB, 6-1200, Belzoni, Miss Humphreys Co,; Luke 
Bushs, OL, 64/260, Chicago Heights Il/Bloom; Zimbalst Carter, 
1B, 6-175, Riverside, Calt/Pol; Laken Cooper, DB, §-10175, 
Lango, Fla/.argo; Dave Cope, LB, 61230, Mays Landing, N.lJOak 
Crest; Robbie Crocket, ATH, 6-0195, Bate Creek, Mich Central 
Derick Curry, DL 6-5/265, Houston(Jones; Woodrow Dantzler, QB, 
6-/190, Orangeburg, §C.Wiison; Tyres Dickson, DB, 6-275, 
HoustonScarborough; 


<lason Hopewel, DL, 66250, Highland, NJ/Highland: Arde 
Hutson, 28, 68/206, Trotwood, OhioyMacison; Robert Jfierson, 
(OL, 68900, Omaha, NebiCenra Derek Lagway, RB 62215, 
Wiis, Texas Wis; Ronte Langs, ATH, 59/175, Memphis, 
‘Tenn /Mitehaven; Todd Massa, DL, 6-4/295, Dain, Conn, Darien; 
‘Manny Nori, OL, 65835, Sharon, Pa/Sharo, Bandon Rau, K, 
5.1176, Dublin, hi’ Scoto; Casey Robin, OL, 667280, Covington, 
Lat Paul's; Jace Say, TE, 65755, McHenry, IUMcHeny; Jim 
Sigh 510, SeetlsODex, Damar Sn DL 62270 
ak Lawn, Pichards; Chiles Tharp, OB, 5-975, Mounian 
View, Cat. Francis; Robert Walace, OL, 6-4285, Euless, 
‘Texas Tiny; Chaves Wiams, DB, 62205, lebume, 
Texas/Olebume; Soot Wiliams, DL, 65235, Chesterfield, Vaid; 
Travis Zachery, ATH, 6-170, Marita, Ga Marita. 

GEM: Tommy Banks, RB, 62225, West Monroe, La/West 
Monroe; Muskingum Bames, DL, 6-2245, Moss Point, Miss/Moss 
Poin; id Beard, RB, 60/185, Fit, Mich Northam; Abram Booty, 
62/175, WR, Shrevepor, La/Evangel Academy; James Boyd, 
ATH, 61/190, Chesapeake, Va/Indan River, Jordan Caruso, OL, 
6-5/295, Medion, N.J/Shawnee; Daniel Cobb, 0, 64/195, 
Kennesaw, Gafanson; Monte Henderson, DB, §-10180, 
Conway, Ak Conway; Teddy Johnson, WR, 61/180, Ein, 
I/avkin; Jermese Jones, OL, 67275, Durham, N.C /Hisde; 
Nate ri, TE, 67/245, Mclean, Va/Mclean; Randy Lawrence, LB, 
6.2220, Tusvile,Fa/Asronaut; Luke Nichols, OL, 65/90, beau- 
‘mont, TexasiKely; Cooper Rego, RB, 5/185, Montvale, NASH. 
sosephis; Lany Sanders, OL, 657295, Alexandria, La Baton; 
‘Antony Welch DL, 65820, Syracuse, N.¥/Corcoran; Ed Wier, 
‘ATH, 61245, Washington, Ga/Wikes Co,; Keay Willams, RB, 
6-1/210, Humboldt, Tenn. 

CSA: Cortez Alen LB, 61/25, Decatur, Ga/SW DeKals; Dany 
Bight, DL 657290, Tulsa, Oka/B., Washington; Chis Brooks, TE, 
6-4/285,Newon,TexasNewton red Coctran, RB, 6-205, Fiver 


Daton Hutcherson, 
AtartaDougias. “inde WR S11 ee Nera 
Fred Journey, RB, 6-180, Gatand, TeraslLakeview Cental; 
DeAne Levis, RB, 58/180, An, Texas/Aine; Dvght Nejt, 
TE, 6.9225, New Bediord, Mass New Bedi doe Mar, OL, = 
42, Redmond, Wash/Redmond J), Maths, DB, 6-085, Pama, 
Teras/Pampa; Tim MeGowan, OL, 677285, Toms Fiver, N.UNerth; 
Todd Morionsen, 0B, 64200, Tempe, Aie/Tempe; Auta | 
DB, §-1/185, Sacramento, Calt/Valey Mel Spine, DEB, 6-4220, 
Newark, NaI Newark; Ain Wilson, DL, 6-425, Dales\Carer, Nae 
Wight Jc, ATH, 51075, San DiegoPint Loma 

NATIONAL RECRUTTING ADVISOR: Herman Banks, WR, 6- 
2/170, Hatsl, Ala; Couriney Bulard, LB, 6/210, 
‘Miami/Southidge; Joseph Burton, OL, 65/275, Greenwich, Conn; 
Chari Campbell, WR, 6-2/170, Youngstown, OhioLiberty; Chris, 
Chambers, WR, 6-270, Bedtord, Ohio; Randy Fasani, OB, 6- 
£3210, Loomis, Calf/Del Oro; Corey Ferguson, RB, 60/190, 
Union, Na; Pemel Grifn, LB, 69/20, Wiamston, N.C. Zak 
Haselmo, K, 6-180, Lompoo,Call/Cabrilo; Reggie Hayward, LB, 
157205 Dato, ll Thonidge; Derick Johnson, LB, §-10235, 
Pine Blu, Ark; Shalando Jones, WR, 62/183, Pontloo, Miss; 
Tio Le, LB, 6-0215, Brentwood, Tenn Academy; JR. Mounts, 
RB, 5-11/205, Key West, Fia‘Key West; Enoch Mpoo, DB, 5- 
410/175, Olathe, Kan.North; Wiliam Norwood, DB, 6-495, 
Inglewood, NJ; Tim Olmstead, OB, 6-4/195, Woodberry, 
‘aiForest; Lucas Philips, QB, 6-3/185, Baimore Mt. St. Josep; 
‘Nichael Polad, LB, 6-1215, Long Beach, Calt/Polytechnic;Keny 
Stembe, K, 60/180, Green Bay, Wis/Preble; Chris Stevens, TE, 6 
16/245, Logan, Utah Antoneyo Wiliams, RB, 6-0/200, Tuscaloosa, 
‘NalCentral, Ralph Zarate, OL, 6-5765, Tuoson Az. 


WHERE CONSENSUS TOP 50 SIGNED 


RK. PLAYER POS. HTJWT. _TOWN/HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE CHOICE 
65/210 _Hyden, Ky/Leslie Co, Kentucky 
'6-4/250 _Suiphur Springs, Texas/Sulphur Springs Miami 


6-0/207 Tucker, Ga/Tucker _ Georgia 
4 6-0/7 Oak Lawn, Il/Richards Tennessee 
5. Odell James 6-4/205 Aldine, Texas/MacArthur Baylor 


_ 6. Eric Jefferson 


5 Shreveport, La/Evangel Christian Ilr 
Amory, Miss /Amory Mississippi _ 
OL 66295 Vancouver, Wash/Fort Vancouver _ USC 


“Ohio State 
Penn State 


DE 66/235 Moncks 


WR 6-4/208 


oe 


15, Jefferson Kelley 
16._ Jason Ching 
Chris Claiborne 


48. Joe Dawkins ATH 


59/180 Hackensack, NwJ./Hackensack 


Clemons, N.C.We 

MiamiNorthwestem Mia 
“Aldine, Texas/Eisenhower 

Palatine, Il/Palatine 
__Moss Point, Miss/Moss Point 


DB 6-2/205 


“OL 6-415 
6-5/230 
65/255 
511180 


26, Ralph Brown DB 
27. Champ Bailey 
28, Buck Gurley 


_ Dallas/Carter 
‘LaPuente, Cali /B 


_Tallahasee, Fla/Godby 
jeach, Va/Green Run 


‘Miami/Miamt High 
Norristown, Pa./Norristos 


— 511/182 


"33, Brandon Spoon LB _6-9205 Burlington, N.C/Wiliams North Carolina 

34. 4 DE 6-4/240 __Tampa/Tampa Catholic Miami 
George Guidry «LB 6-3/225 Lake Charles, La/Marion __—sNebraska 

“36, Jamie Carter ___—DL_—6-4/280 Philadelphia, Miss/Neshoba Central _Alabam: 
Laveraneus Coles RB 6 


38, Brad Wiliams DL 65/255) 
__DB.__6-0/205 
“DL 6-7/260 


41, Stan Guyness «WR 6-285 Los Alamitos, Calit/Los Alamitos USC 
42. Derrion Yates miWashington LSU — 
43,_ Mike Brown DB &-11/190 Scottsdale, ArizSaquaro ~_ Nebraska = 
44. CecilColins, ___—=#AB__5-10/198__Leesville, La/Leesville isu = 
Tole Noreross, Ga./Noreross Michigan = 
QB 65/210 Eden Prairie, MinnJ/Eden Prairie Michigan = 
H 60/208 Dallas/Kimball Baylor = 
RB 6-3/195 Midwest City, Okia/Midwest City Tennessee 
1 Davis WR 6-0/185 _Houston/Washington Houston 
50, Michael Wiley RB 6-0/182 Spring Valley, Calf/Monte Vista _ - 


ABOUT THE ‘GURUS’... TOP CLASSES 


Bill Buchalter, a sports writer for the Orlando Sentinel, A 

publishes the Bill Buchalter Recruiting Newsletter. To WELLE NE 
subscribe, mail inquiries to 344 Hillcrest Ave,, 2. USC 

‘Altamonte Springs, FL. 32701. 

Tom Lemming publishesTom Lemming's Prep 3. PENN STATE 
Football Report. To subscribe, mail inquiries to 1104 

East Point, Schaumburg, IL 60193, or call 847-891- 4. FLORIDA STATE 
5976. 

G&W Recruiting is published by Phil Grosz, To sub- 5. TENNESSEE 
sétive, mail inquiies to P.O. Box 2021, Sanatoga, PA Lsu 

19464, or call 610-326-375 6. 

Collegiate Sports of America is published by Jeff ; 

Duva and edited by Rick Kimbrel, To subscribe, mall 7, NOTRE DAME 
inguities to 5743 Corsa Avenue, Suite 207, Westlake 

Village, CA 91362, or call 818-225-7300, | 8. NEBRASKA 
‘The National Recruiting Advisor is pul 9. FLORIDA 

Ken Greenberg, with abby Burton the Satis sa 

tor. To subscribe, mal inquiries to P.O. Box 26825, 10. MICHIGAN 


Austin, TX 78755-0825, or call 512-459-0538, 
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RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


LOOKING BACK, 
THEN AHEAD 


There's no question that quarterback 
Tim Couch, of little Hyden, Ky. (pop.: about 
400), was considered the top prospect in 
last year’s senior class. 

‘There are a number of reason Couch was 
such a big recruit. He has good size (6-5, 
210). He set all sorts of passing records, 
And—possibly the biggest reason—he 
plays the most important position. 

His detractors—and there are a few— 
point out that Couch’s big numbers were 
piled up against less-than-sterling compe- 
tition. At the same time, he has the build 
and (supposedly) the wherewithal to 
become a super college quarterback. His 
decision to attend Kentucky surprised 
some, given the Wildcats’ recent strug- 
gles, both overall and on offense. Still, 
expect to see Couch behind center from 
Day One. 

There is no consensus No, 1 recruit in 
this year’s class—not yet, anyway. A couple 
of players who look as if they have the right 
stuff to be the top prep are Lavar Arrington, 
a running back/linebacker from 
Pittsburgh’s North Hills High, and defen- 
sive end David Warren, a pass-rushing ter- 
ror from Tyler (Texas) John Tyler High. 

Some others to watch for: 

* Edmund Stansbury, a quarterback 
from E] Paso (Texas) Irvin. Stansbury is a 
superb athlete who is the state discus 
champion, He may not necessarily be a 
quarterback in college. 

* Darnell McDonald, a running back 
from Englewood (Colo.) Cherry Creek 
who may play pro baseball instead of col- 
lege football, 

* Travis Minor, a running back from. 
Baton Rouge (La.) Catholic. Minor reminds 
some observers of Warrick Dunn. Minor is 
about Dunn’s size, runs track like Dunn 
and attends the same high school. 

* Tony Driver, a defensive back/running 
back from Male High in Louisville, Ky, 

* Brian Scott, a wide receiver from 
Darlington (S.C.) Mayo. Scott also is an all- 
state basketball player. 

* Kenny Kelly, a quarterback from 
Tampa Catholic. Kelly also starts for Tampa 
Catholic’s basketball and baseball teams. 


WHERE HAVE | HEARD THAT 
NAME BEFORE? 


Anumber of this year’s top recruits have 
names that college football fans should be 
familiar with, For example: 

* Kelvin Dansby, a linebacker from 
Birmingham (Ala.) Ensley, is the brother of 
Notre Dame defensive end Melvin Dansby. 

* Grant Irons, a linebacker from 
McCullough High in The Woodlands, 
Texas, is the brother of Michigan line- 
backer Jarrett Irons. 

° Abram Booty, a wide receiver from 
Evangel Christian Academy in Shreveport, 
La., is the brother of Florida Marlins farm- 


hand Josh Booty, who was considered the 
No. 1 high school football player in some 
circles in 1993. 

* Tracy Wistrom, a linebacker from 
Webb City, Mo., is the brother of Nebraska 
defensive end Grant Wistrom. 

And while Kenyon Rambo (Long Beach, 
Calif.) and Yubrenal Isabelle (Bluefield, 
W.Va.) aren’t necessarily related to anybody 
famous, we simply like their names and 
think they should be mentioned. 


HERE, THEN THERE 

In last year’s College Football Yearbook, 
we detailed the Chris Redman saga. 
Redman is the former hotshot high school 
quarterback from Louisville, Ky., who origi- 
nally signed with Illinois in February 1995. 
But shortly after national signing day, the 
Mini fired assistant coach Greg Landry, 
who had been instrumental in recruiting 
Redman. When that happened, Redman 
‘was granted a release from his scholarship. 
He then signed with Oklahoma, whose 
then-coach, Howard Schnellenberger, had 
heavily recruited Redman while he was 
coach at Louisville, 

That's where our story ended, But not 
Redman’s, In late July 1995, Redman decid- 
ed he didn’t want to play for Oklahoma after 
all. Redman then opted to attend 
Louisville—the school to which he original- 
ly orally committed. Redman, who was the 
Parade magazine high school player of the 
year for 1994, heads into the season as the 
Cardinals’ backup quarterback as a red- 
shirt freshman, 


TOUGHENING UP 


A change in the academic standards for 
this year’s incoming college freshmen 
made it more difficult for some to gain 
freshman eligibility. 

In the past, a 2.0 grade-point average and 
a 700 SAT score (or a 17 ACT) meant fresh- 
man eligibility for student/athletes, No 
more. Instead, there is a “sliding scale” for 
full qualifier status that calls for a 900 SAT 
(or 21 ACT) if there is a 2.0 high school 
GPA; if there is a 700 SAT, there needs to be 
a 2.50 GPA. 

‘There also is something known as a “par- 
tial qualifier.” Usually, in these cases, a stu- 
dent/athlete has a high GPA but not a high 
enough test score. Generally, most confer- 
ences allow each school to take only one 
partial qualifier per year. This rtile especial- 
ly affected schools from the old Big Eight. 
In the past, most of the Big Eight schools 
were allowed to take non-qualifiers (for 
instance, Nebraska had four former Prop 
48sin its starting lineup in the Fiesta Bowl). 
Now, in the new Big 12, the schools are lim- 
ited to one partial qualifier. 


NOT NOW 
Occasionally, you hear stories about foot- 
ball players signing with certain schools 
because they'll also get a chance to play 
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basketball. It’s rare, though, when a football 
player decides on a school because of the 
basketball coach. 

It happened to Southern California this 
year. Linebacker Na’il Diggs, generally 
considered one of the top 25 or so line- 
backers in the nation, was all set to 
become a Trojan until the school fired 
basketball coach Charlie Parker on 
February 7, which happened to be nation- 
al signing day. The reason: Diggs is 
Parker's brother-in-law. 

Diggs’ sister had dropped off Diggs’ 
binding letter-of-intent at the USC football 
office. But a few minutes later, she 
retrieved it when she heard her husband 
had been fired. Diggs, a 6-4, 225-pounder 
from Los Angeles’ Dorsey High, later 
signed with Ohio State. 

Diggs said Parker's firing “didn’t elimi- 
nate USC from the running,” but it did play 
arole in his decision. 


MERRY-GO-ROUND 

OK, see if you can follow this: 

Highly touted quarterback Tee Martin of 
Mobile (Ala.) Williamson orally commits to 
Auburn. Martin then visits Tennessee— 
and commits to the Vols, Wait—there's 
more. Martin then “decommits” to 
Tennessee and reaffirms that he will sign 
with Auburn. So where does he sign? 
Tennessee, of course. 

His was not an isolated case, 

Highly recruited defensive end Derrick 
Chambers, from Lawndale (N.C.) Burns 
High, committed to Florida in early 
September, But as the season progressed, 
Chambers took more recruiting visits and 
decommitted, announcing he would attend 
Tennessee. But on signing day, Chambers 
signed with Florida. And there's the saga of 
another highly recruited youngster from the 
Southeast, Quitman (Ga.) Brooks County 
defensive lineman Marcus Stroud. Stroud 
committed to Florida in early January. Then, 
two days before signing day, on February 5, 
Stroud said he had changed his mind and 
would sign with Georgia. Then, he changed 
his mind again on February 6, announcing 
he would become a Gator, On February 7, 
Stroud signed with Georgia. 

Observers say the °96 recruiting “sea- 
son” was an especially sticky one in terms 
of decommitments, Because the talent pool 
is shrinking with the toughened academic 
standards, more schools are going after the 
same players—and not giving up even after 
arecruit commits. 

Some other notable decommitments: 
Miami High FB Sedrick Irvin from 
Tennessee to Michigan State; Houston 
Nimitz RB Dante Hall from Illinois to 
Missouri to Texas A&M; New Iberia 
(La.) High RB/DB Mare Roman from 
LSU to Mississippi State to LSU; Sylmar 
(Calif.) High RB Durell Price from Ohio 
State to UCLA; and Oak Lawn (Il.) 
Richards DL Jim Jones from Illinois to 
Notre Dame. 

—MIKE HUGUENIN 


Scouting Division I-AA 


Realignment near? Leap to I-A seldom a jump for joy 


By CARL DUBOIS 


entral Florida, Boise State, Idaho and Alabama-Birmingham 
are doing it this season. Marshall is doing it next year. 
Middle Tennessee State and Buffalo plan to do it before 
2000.. 

UMass, UConn and Villanova have talked about it. Ditto 
Youngstown State, Georgia Southern and a dozen others who dream 
of life in the big-time. 

We're talking about making the jump from Division LAA to LA. 
Before this fall, seven teams had made the leap, five from the 
Southland Conference. Four had played in a LAA championship 
game; one (Northeast Louisiana) won it all. But most have strug- 
gled in LA. Those who have won have not done so at the expense of 
major I-A teams. 


“Those who have made the decision (to join I-A) obviously 
believe there are benefits, whether monetary or in perception, or 
they're interested because of alumni influence or because of the 
area of the country they're in,” said Dennis Poppe, the NCAA direc- 
tor of championships in I-AA. “In the old days, getting a part of the 
TY contract was a factor, but that’s no longer there.” 


Dividing a division 

With many of the top teams leaving or planning to leave I-AA, the 
division isn’t what it used to be. Still, the gap between the perennial 
Playoff teams and the non-scholarship programs is huge. Many 
coaches think realignment is inevitable. 

When Dayton cracked The Sports Network Top 25 last season 
after a 6-0 start, the top coaches in I-AA scoffed, noting the lack of a 
postseason tradition in the Pioneer Football League. When Siena’s 


Nevada, which joined LA in 1992, played four former I-AAs last 
season plus a school that went on to drop football (Pacific). 
Northeast Louisiana's leap year, 1994, featured a 70-6 loss at Georgia 
and just four home games. Defensive players from Southwestern 
Louisiana, a 1982 graduate of I-AA, appear in an unflattering light on 
much of the Heisman-highlight video of former Auburn running 
back Bo Jackson. 

The desire to play with the big boys—despite the reality check that 
awaits—has more and more programs pondering the jump, and that’s 
just one of the dynamics reshaping the diverse I-AA landscape. 

Not all schools wait for sustained success in I-AA before wanting 
to reclassify. Buffalo and UAB barely had their feet wet in LAA 
before they made plans to move up. But most I-A hopefuls come 
from the cream of LAA. Marshall has been to the national champi- 
onship game four of the past five years. Youngstown State won three 
titles in four years, losing only to Marshall in the 1992 finals. 
Georgia Southern won four titles from 1985-90. Boise State reached 
the finals in 1994, its first trip since it won it all in 1980. 


la’ tect 


Marshall and tight end Jermaine Wiggins (left) will reach out to I-A in 1997, a status that Central Florida and quarterback Daunte Culpepper will attain this season. 


Reggie Greene led I-AA in rushing and all-purpose yards last sea- 
son, critics pointed to the quality of competition in the Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference. 

Many of the teams in I-AA are Division III programs dressed in I- 
AA clothing, thanks to an NCAA rule mandating Division I status in 
football in order to protect Division I status in other sports. 
Programs such as Georgetown, Siena, Wofford and Buffalo, just to 
name a few, either don't award football scholarships or can’t fund the 
TAA maximum of 63. Siena even dropped the sport in January, only 
to reverse itself less than a month later. The school planned to hire 
its first full-time head coach by June 1. 

Other AAs, such as Cal State Sacramento and Western 
Kentucky, have toyed with eliminating football. Others, such as 
Morehead State, are moving toward need-based scholarships. 

Now that the NCAA has restructured the way legislation is 
passed, putting each division in control of its destiny, most 
observers think it’s only a matter of time before there is a major 
shakeup of the divisions. The most discussed scenario involves the 
TA powers booting out the bottom 20-25 teams, who then might join 
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the upper crust of I-AA to form a new division. Then, the smaller I- 
AAs and the Division I schools could align in a division of few or no 
scholarships. 

Washington State president Sam Smith, chair of the NCAA 
Presidents Commission, said in April that a decision on the future of 
the bowls and a possible I-A playoff should come within 18 months. 
That decision will probably influence realignment as much as any- 
thing else. 

“Everything right now is purely speculation,” the NCAA’s Poppe 
said. “The transition teams are just beginning to talk. Ultimately, 1 
believe those schools that have the opportunity to share the same 
philosophies will be in the same division.” 

‘That's why few I-AA coaches will go on record criticizing another 
school’s jump to LA, however misguided the move seems. In a few 
years, they might be on the same playing field again, and coaches 
feel there’s already enough bulletin-board material without creating 
more. 


Happy to be here 

Northern Iowa coach Terry Allen has been a part of every 
game—as a player, graduate assistant coach, assistant and 
coach—in the school’s UNI-Dome since it opened in 1976. That 
streak, and Allen’s life, survived a close call during a recruiting 
trip in January. 

Allen, assistant Wes Anderson and pilot Mike O’Connor were 
returning by single-engine plane to Cedar Falls, Iowa, after a visit to 
the home of Lamar Henderson, a wide receiver from Detroit. 
Because of a strong head wind that caused a miscalculation of the 
amount of fuel needed, Allen said, the plane’s two gas tanks ran dry 
about five miles from the airport in Independence, which is about 23 
miles east of the Waterloo airport near Cedar Falls, where the plane 
was headed. 

With the propeller no longer turning and the plane at 4,000 feet, 
O'Connor scrapped the flight plan and glided the four-seat plane 
toward the runway in Independence. He came up a quarter-mile shy 
and landed ina corn field. The only casualty: the landing gear, which 
was damaged when the plane hit a fence. 

“We skidded across the snow, and because it was at night and it was 
a new moon, we had:no idea what was out there,” Allen said, “We 
slowed to about 25-30 mph and hit the barbed-wire fence and wrapped 
it around the plane. Then we all got out and stood in the cold.” 

In a year of high-profile single-engine plane crashes, including 
those that claimed the lives of former Nebraska quarterback Brook 
Berringer and 7-year-old Jessica Dubroff in April, Allen considers 
himself lucky to be returning for his eighth season as the Panthers’ 
coach. 

“Your life is right in front of you in that situation,” Allen said. 
“When that propeller stops turning, it scares the (expletive) out of 

‘ou. 

“J think about us when I hear about a plane going down. We cleared 
aravine in a river by about a half-mile. Otherwise, we wouldn't be hav- 
ing this conversation.” 

‘Three days later, Allen got back on a plane and continued recruit- 
ing. In the spring, he got the perfect footnote to his safe landing: 
Henderson signed with Northern Iowa. 


Men of steal 

You don’t tug on Superman’s cape—unless you're Princeton 
junior defensive backs Damani Leech and Tom Ludwig. Leech has 
10 career interceptions, Ludwig nine. With two full seasons left, 
each could threaten the school record of 22 set by Dean Cain, who 
plays the Man of Steel on television's Lois & Clark: The New 
Adventures of Superman. 

Cain picked off 22 passes in 30 games for an average of 0.7 per 

» game. His 12 interceptions in 1987 are a I-AA season record. 


In demand 

These I-AA coaches, some of whom already have been courted, 
will be on a few I-A teams’ shopping lists in the next few years: 

Terry Allen, Northern Iowa 

Larry Blakeney, Troy State 

Bobby Keasler, McNeese State 

Pete Richardson, Southern 

Jim Tressel, Youngstown State 

Alex Wood, James Madison 
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The buck stops here 

Fans who monitor the various All-American teams probably did a 
double-take when they saw this listing on the Football Gazette’s 1995 
NCAA Division I-AA teams: 

LB Buck Buchanan, Hofstra, Jr., 6-0, 230, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Don’t look for Buchanan on the Flying Dutchmen’s roster this 
season—he doesn’t exist. In reality, he’s Eugene McAleer. 
Confused? So was Hofstra sports information director Jim Sheehan 
when he first saw the All-American team. 

“Eugene was one of several players we pushed for postseason hon- 
ors,” Sheehan said. “At the top of the page with his credentials, it said, 
‘Buck Buchanan candidate,’ I guess someone read the thing ina hurry.” 

The Buck Buchanan Award, named for the former Kansas City 
Chiefs star, is given to the top defensive player in LAA. McAleer 
didn’t win, but he did get named to The Sports Network's second- 
team All-America squad. As he enters his senior season, McAleer 
has the distinction of having been selected for two All-America 
teams but “named” to just one. 


Making a list 

Which conference is best? Glad you asked, Following is how the 
LAA conferences stack up: 

1, Southern 8. Ivy 

2. Southland 9. Mid-Eastern Athletic 

3. Big Sky 10, Patriot 

4. Yankee 11. Pioneer 

5. Gateway 12. Metro Atlantic Athletic 

6. Ohio Valley 13. Northeast 

7. Southwestern Athletic 


Feeling the draft 

Twenty-nine players from I-AA teams were chosen in the 1996 NFL 
draft. The first I-AA player selected was Jamain Stephens, an offensive 
tackle from North Carolina A&T, taken with the 29th pick of the first 
round by the Pittsburgh Steelers. Four schools had two players draft- 
ed: Jackson State, Northern Arizona, UT Chattanooga and 
Tennessee State. 

Robert Morris has played just two seasons of football, but already 
the Colonials have an NFL draft pick: fullback Tim Hall, taken in the 
sixth round (183rd overall pick) by the Oakland Raiders. As a junior, 
Hall set a I-AA record by gaining 8.7 yards per carry. He rushed for 
2,908 yards in 19 games for Robert Morris. 

Following is a breakdown, by league, of the LAA players drafted: 

Ohio Valley: 7 

Southwestern Athletic: 5 

Big Sky: 4 

Southland: 3 

Independents: 3 

Mid-Eastern Athletic: 2 

Southern: 2 

Yankee: 2 

Gateway: 1 


Squib kicks 

The teams that met in the LAA championship game last year, 
Montana and Marshall, return a combined 35 starters this season. 
What they won't have are the coaches who took them to the finals. 
Montana's Don Read retired the day before the start of spring prac- 
tice. The Grizzlies’ title in 1995 capped a 26-year head-coaching 
career, Marshall's Jim Donnan left for Georgia after six years with the 
Thundering Herd. Donnan took Marshall to the semifinals each of the 
past five years, including four trips to the finals and one national 
championship. ... Marshall will be the host for the LAA championship 
game for the fifth consecutive year, its last before joining the Mid- 
American Conference in 1997. The Thundering Herd’s first game as 
a LA team will be against West Virginia, renewing their in-state rival- 
ry after a 74-year hiatus. ... UT Chattanooga will host the 1997 title 
game. ... Prairie View A&M brings an NCAA-record 56-game losing 
streak into the 1996 season. ... Portland State moves up from Division 
Il for the first year of a two-year compliance period before attaining 
full I-AA status. The Vikings are provisional members of the Big oy 
but are ineligible for the league title and playoffs. 

Carl Dubois covers the Southland Football League and I-AA eat 
for the Lake Charles (La.) American Press. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


DIVISION I-AA TOP 20 


PREDICTIO 


4, DELAWARE 
5. NORTHERN IOWA 
6. MURRAY STATE 
7. CONNECTICUT 
"8. McNEESE STATE 
‘9, TROY STATE 
10. LIBERTY 
11, HOFSTRA 
12, EASTERN KENTUCKY 
13. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
14. SOUTHERN 
15. RHODE ISLAND 
16. MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. 
17. HAMPTON 
18. FURMAN 
19. IDAHO STATE 
20. JACKSON STATE 


TOP TRANSFERS 


Pos, New school/old school 
QB Cal Poly SLO/San Jose St. 
UT-Martin/Temple 

Western lllinois/Pacific 
McNeese State/LSU 
Indiana St/Vanderbilt 

S. Carolina State/Clemson 
UT Chattanooga/Miss. St. 
Texas Southern/Vanderbilt 
Nicholls State/Tennessee 
Idaho State/San Diego St. 
Western lllinois/Pacific 
Portland State/Washington 
Marshall/Kentucky 

Boston University/UTEP 
UT Martin/Temple. 

Alcorn State/LSU 
Liberty/Georgia Tech 
Weber State/Stanford 


NAME 

Alli Abrew 
Damon Atwater 
Vince Bruno 
Derrick Beavers 
Bart Cason 
Reggie Curry 
Frahn D'Anjou 
Cedric Douglas 
John Emery 
Don Fluegge 
Ty Locatelli 

Tim Matijacec 
Victor Rivers: 
Pete Simonian 
Jon Swift 
Marcus Taylor 
Brad Waggoner 
Jami Webb 


1995 PLAYOFFS 


FIRST ROUND 
Montana 48, Eastern Kentucky 0 

Georgia Southem 24, Troy State 21 
Stephen F Austin 34, Eastern Ilinois 29 
Appalachian State 31, James Madison 24 
Marshall 38, Jackson State 8 

Northern lowa 25, Murray State 94 
Delaware 38, Hofstra 17 

McNeese State 93, Idaho 3 

SECOND ROUND 

Montana 45, Georgia Southam 0 
Stephen F. Austin 27, Anpalachian State 17 
Marshall 41, Northern lowa 24 

McNeese State 52, Delaware 18 
SEMIFINALS 

Montana 70, Stephen F, Austin 14 
Marshall 25, McNeese State 13 

FINAL 

Montana 22, Marshall 20 


I-AA ALL-AMERICAN TEAM 
OFFENSE DEFENSE 


Class School HUM. Class Schoo! 
Sc Try Stale 


Pos. Name 


DEFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR 
DEXTER COAKLEY. 
LB, Appalachian St. 


DEDRIC WARD 
WR, Northern lowa 


1996 I-AA ALL-AMERICA RANKINGS 


QUARTERBACKS HUW Class School DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HUWL Class School 

1. LeoHamiett 617200 1. Bily Lyon (7) 6520S. 

2. Mike Cherny 64220 — 2c Johnson (7) 265 Si 

3.Daveloa «6820 53. Pratt Lyons (E) 

4. Grain Prat 60190 East Ten 7 
5.Branif Bonaventure ___6-2/190 Youngstown Stale 
6. David Waiams. 62215 North Carina ABT, 
7Tony Coin SCG ARIS. Holstra 
Seanad BAN wJ,___Stophen F. Austin 


—SAi78 
S170 


SAH) Sr jeese 
5 


SW Texas Stale 


‘Southern 
je sand 
Troy Stale 
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Montana linebacker Crebo helps 
to make it grisly for operat 


By JIM MEEHAN 


Montana wanted Jason Crebo so badly 
after the 1992 high school season that then- 
coach Don Read temporarily remodeled the 
living room in Crebo’s house. 

Easy, NCAA gumshoes, no violations 
here. Just a heartfelt recruiting pitch from a 
coach to the top in-state player, a linebacker 
from Helena. 

“We've never in the 10 years I've been 
here worked harder on a recruit,” said 
Read, who unexpectedly resigned in early 
April. “On our last visit, I brought video- 
tape, a depth chart, pictures of the stadium 
and our defenses and where he would fit in, 
an easel. So much stuff ... we basically set 
up a lab in the middle of his living room.” 

Why all the fuss? 

“T can't remember anybody more domi- 
nant on film than that guy,” said Read, a vet- 
eran of 37 years of coaching. 

Asa sophomore last season (he was red- 
shirted in 1993), Crebo was runner-up for 
the Big Sky Conference's Defensive Player 
of the Year Award. He helped transform a 
defense from one that surrendered 55 
points to Idaho in an October game into a 
stingy unit that permitted 34 total points in 
four FAA playoff games, And, in the first 
two postseason games, Crebo and Co. 
pitched shutouts. 

By mid-December, the Grizzlies claimed 
their first national championship, Crebo, 
though, claimed little of the credit—despite 
his five sacks and 71 tackles in the regular 
season, all-league recognition and stellar 
postseason play. 

“We've got some great athletes, no 
superstars,” Crebo said. “The only thing we 
wanted was the national title.” 

“He's modest,” said Crebo's best friend, 
fellow Helena product Andy Larson, who 
kicked the game-winning and title-deciding 
field goal in a 22-20 victory over Marshall 
on the Thundering Herd’s home field, “He 
doesn’t want to come off as brash, He 
caused the fumble that set up our last 
touchdown and he had tons of other tack- 
les.” 

Crebo (6-4, 225) is the latest link in a 
chain of molar-adjusting hitters on 
Montana's defense, as confirmed by his uni- 
form No. 37. As the story goes, No. 37 is 
passed down by a senior to a freshman. The 
wearer must meet the following criteria: 
show: toughness, be contact-hungry and 
possess Montana roots. 

NFL safety Tim Hauck, of Big Timber, 
Mont., wore No. 37. He passed it on to 
Butte’s Todd Ericson, another crunching 
tackler, And Ericson draped it over Crebo’s 
shoulders. 

“] don't think they could have picked a 
better player,” Larson said. 

Still, the No, 37 jersey didn’t fit too snug- 
ly for a while. In his freshman year, Crebo 
had mononucleosis, and there also was con- 
cern of a possible heart problem. At one 


Jason Crebo and the rest of the Montana 
defense stepped it up in last year’s playoffs. 


time, he was on 10 medications. A later 
diagnosis determined Crebo had a hernia. 

“It’s almost like an ulcer,” Crebo said. “I 
still have it, but it’s not near as bad as it 
used to be.” 

Once healthy, he quickly became a con- 
tributor. Crebo has a rare combination of 
speed, power and savvy. 

“I've probably coached three or four 
‘maybes’ for the NFL,” Read said, “but he’s 
a clear-cut guy. He goes sideline to sideline 
and goes right through the ballcarrier.” 

Crebo's big moments weren't confined to 
the field in 1995. Early in the season, he had 
a reunion with his biological father, who 
lives in southern Idaho, 

“It had just been a long time,” Crebo 
said. “I talked it over with my mom and we 
just figured it was the right time, since I'd 
never known him.” 

The two have stayed in touch. 

During Crebo’s youth, the father he 
never knew was replaced by Duncan 
Crebo, who married Crebo’s mother when 
Jason was about 5. 

“He coached me when I was younger, 
pretty much guided me,” Crebo said of 
Duncan, who drowned on a fishing trip 
when Jason was a high school sophomore. 
“I say a little prayer before every game and 
talk to him,” 

Although Montana has lost quarterback 
Dave Dickenson, winner of I-AA’s top indi- 
vidual honor (the Walter Payton Award) 
last season, Crebo is enthusiastic about the 
1996 season. Yes, Dickenson threw for 
4,176 yards and 38 touchdowns in the ‘95 
regular season as the Grizzlies topped I-AA 
in passing offense, total offense and scor- 
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PREDICTION 


ALL-BIG SKY TEAM 


OFFENSE 
Pos._Name, choo! ism, class 
JOE DOUGLASS, Montana _ 6-080 ___St_ 
nv 


LB JASON CREBO, Montana 
UB DEREK STREY, E.\ 
(IKE BOUCHE, 


K__-SCOTT SHIELDS, 
‘P___JAMES FERRELL, ldaho SI 
KR KENYATTE MORGAN, Montana Si. 57/160 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


RB, Idaho State, 


DEFENSE: 


JASON CREBO 
LB, Montana. 


ing, but the defense got its share of atten- 
tion in the playoffs. 

“Last year was a good feeling because a 
lot of times we've been overshadowed (by 
the offense), but we showed we can play,” 
said Crebo, alluding to the Grizzlies’ 
shutouts against Eastern Kentucky and 
Georgia Southern in the playoffs and their 
containment of Marshall running back Chris 
Parker in the national final. “We've had 


“another year, so we should get better.” # 


Jim Meehan covers college football for the 
Spokesman-Review in Spokane, Wash. 


{00 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


1, MONTANA 


Coach: Mick Dennehy (irs year. 
1995 record: 13-2 (won LAA ie). Big Sky: 6/13. 
3; Jason 


Corey Fals, DE; David Kempfet, 
Brian Toone, DT; Jeff Zelic, G. 
Strengths: The cornerstone ofthis team could be the 
defense, not the traditionally potent offense, Standout play- 
ers man each row—ineman Falls, linebacker Grebo and 
safety McEimurry. A talented offensive line and sure-hand- 
ced receivers Erhardt and Douglass should ease a new 
‘quarterback into the comfort zone. 

Weaknesses: Josh Patthausen has a sight edge over 
Brian Ah Yat in the race to replace Payton Trophy winner 
Dave Dickenson at quarterback. Paffhausen isan excellent 
athlete, but his arm strength is a question, 

Outlook: Dennehy, the Montana assistant who took over 
as coach when Don Read unexpectedly resigned in Apri, 
needs Dickenson's successor to deliver it the Grizzlies are 
to make another ile run the quarterback struggles, the 
dtense wil have to make the ference, 

Schedule: at Oragon Stata, Sep. 7; Cal Poly SLO, Sept. 
14; at OS Sacramento, Sept. 28; Southern Utah, Oct. 5; 
Idaho State, Oct. 12; a Easter Washington, Oc. 19; 
Northern Arizona, Oct 2; a CS Northridge, Nov. 2: 
Prtand State, No.9; at Weber State, Nov. 16; Montana 
State, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1995, 

Nickname: Grizzlies. Site: Missoula, Mont. 


2. IDAHO STATE 


Coach: Brian McNeely (1727, 4 years). 
1995 record: 6-5. Big Sky: 3-4/6th, 


‘Anderson, QB; 


Top players: Aledo Anderson, 

dosh Brown, LBVDB; Steve Burch, OT; 
dames Ferrel, P Eliot Giles, WR; Josh Hays, DE; Marcus 
Jackson, CB; Eric Jonson, OLB; Tally Lockete, LIDB; 
Justin Young, WR. 

Strengths: Aledo Anderson is a game-breaker, andthe 
Bengals skil postions are amply covered. Gary Anderson 
played well al the end of last season, spurring former quar- 
terback starter Rob Wetta to transfer to Fresno Stat, 
Hays has 20 career sacks—and he's only a junior. 
‘Weaknesses: The offensive line is suspect, though Burch 
is @ load. The loss of defensive tackle Alpate Taualupe wil 
make Hays’ job tougher. Taualupe supplied the inside pres- 
sure that alowed Hays to speed-ush outside 

Outlook: Seasoned Idaho State has made steady steps up 
the conforence ladder. This year should be no diferent. 
‘Anderson throws the ball downfield (Weta did), so the 
offense could be high scoring. 

‘Schedule: at Mississippi, Aug. 31; Cal Poly SLO, Sept. 7; 
‘Westam Montana, Sept. 21; at Montana State, Sept 28; CS 
‘Sacramento, Oct. 5; al Montana, Oct. 12; Eastem Washington, 
3.6 alan Nn Ha 2 CS Nari, ea 
Portland State, Nov. 16; Weber State, Nov, 23. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1983. 

Nickname: Bengals. Site: Pocatoll, idaho. 


3. NORTHERN ARIZONA 


Coach: Steve Axman (39-93, 6 years). 
1995 record: 7-4. Big Sky:4-9/T2nd. 
‘Top players: Archie Amerson, HB; Travis Brown, QB; Dan 
Finn, OL; Kevin Kolkman, DL; Ryan Lingentelder, C; Nate 
Micori, OLB; Ben Petrucci, DT; Nick Petrucci, DE; Kevin 
Stephens, OB; Chris Wamer, WR. 
Strengths; The Lumberjacks can line up with anybody. The 
offensive front should be stellar, and Amerson has a nice 
blend of power and speed. The defensive line may be the 
‘conference's best, with Kolkman and the brothers Petrucci. 
‘Weaknesses: Like Montana and Dickenson, Northem 
Arizona must replace a sterling OB, Jeff Lewis. Skil-posi- 
tion players are weaker than in recent years. Continuity 
may suffer with the defections of the team's coordinators, 
Outlook: NAU was faiy conservative last year, so the new 
8 (Stephens or Travis Paimer) should step in without 
much dificult, The defense must continue its stingy tend 
At hepato nse Noten be i le 
‘Schedule: Westem New Mexico, Aug. 29; at New Mexico, 
‘Sept 7; Southem Utah, Sep. 14; at Poriand State, a Sat 
(GS Norridge, Sept. 28; Weber Stata, Oct 


Sie 1 SO 1 ert, Oo 2 
ae teats 
Last AA plyl opearance: Nore 

Nickname: Lumberjacks. Site; Flagstaf, Ariz. 


4. WEBER STATE 


Coach: Dave Aranan (4038, 7 years). 


Sainten, RB; Soot Shields, K: Brandon Smith, DE; Kyle 

Jami Webb, CB. 

‘Strengths: Cook, Sainin and a quality corp of receivers 
should enabe the Wildcats to put up points. Shields was 
Al-Big Shy last year. 


ing key players. Cook did a creditable job replacing injured 
Bryan Martin in the last haif of 1995. If he improves, Weber 
‘State might be an offensive power and a Big Sky con- 
tender. 
‘Schedule: Eastem ‘Sept. 7; Wester State 
(co, 1S at Cal Poly SLO, Sept 21; at Toledo, Sept. 
‘Northem Arizona, Oct. 5; CS Northridge, Oct. 12; at 
Poa Sa Oct. 18; Montana State, Nov. 2; at CS 
SESSSEN WES rosean WX G8 Melp BIOX 


Last FAA playoff appearance: 1991. 
Nickname: Wildcats. Site: Ogden, Utah. 


5. MONTANA STATE 


Coach: Cif Fem (1925 fyee) 


Northridge, Oct. 19; 
Portland State, Oct. 25; at Weber State, Nov. 2; Cal Poly 
SLO, Now. 9; CS Sacramento, No. 16; t Montana, Nov. 
2 


Last FAA playott appearance: 1984 
Nickname: Bobcals. Site: Bozeman, Mont. 


6. EASTERN WASHINGTON 


Coach: Mike Kramer (7-18, 2year) 


(OL; Chis Scot, DL; Joe Sewel, RB; Derek Sty, LB. 
‘Strengths: The Eagles are ecstatic that Sewell has been 
‘granted another year of eligblity after missing the ‘82 and 
"94 seasons with knee injuries, AS usual, the offensive line 
should be solid. 


final three games of last season when Eastem Washington, 
allowed 63, 63 and 52 points. Garske, SoS eian 


Montana, Oct. 19; ‘at Idaho State, Oct. 26; at iaho, Nov. 2 
\Northem Arizona, Nov. 9; at CS Northridge, Nov. 16. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1992. 
Nickname: Eagles. Site: Cheney, Wash. 


Bic Sky Team Cuarts 


7. CAL STATE SACRAMENTO 


Coach: John Volek (4-6-1, 1 year) 
1995 record: 4-6-1 as an ind L. 

‘Top players: Tony Corbin, QB; Dave DeMink, OL; Mike 
Henry, OL; Chad Johnson, SS; Damien Mason, LB; 
‘Stephan Richardson, WR; Daimon Shelton, TB; Garth 
Smith, TB; Michael Stewart, TB; Ryland Wickman, LB. 
‘Strengths: With Corbin calling signals, the Homets are 
one ofa few Big Sky teams with the luxury ofa rtuming 
(QB. Corbin threw 17 TD passes last season, and Stewart 
rushed for 1,161 yards. Recruits should provide an infu- 
sion of speed. 

‘Weaknesses: With the program on its deathbed not long 
‘ago, CS Sacramento has a long way to go in terms of 
recruiting. On the fed, new faces must prop up a sorry 
defense, 

Outlook: The Homets have been competitive with the Big 
‘Sky's bottom feeders in recent years but blown out by the 
conference's elite. That probably won't change unt the 
school reaches its ful scholarship level 

Schedule: at Hofstra, Sep. 7; at UC Davis, Sept. 21; 
‘Montana, Sept. 28; at idaho State, Oct. 5; Eastern 
Washington, Oct. 12; at Norther Arizona, Oct. 19; CS 
Northridge, Oct. 26; at Portand State, Nov, 2; Weber State, 
Nov. 9; at Montana State, Nov. 16; Cal Poly SLO, Nov, 23, 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Hornets. Site: Sacramento, Call 


8. CAL STATE NORTHRIDGE 


Coach: Dave Baldwin 2-8 record 1 year), 
41995 record: 28 as an independent. 

‘Top players: Aaron Flowers, QB; Marc Goodson, LB; Tim 
Hilton, WR; Teddy Mack, SS; Chad Marsalek, FB; David 
Mor, DL; David Romines, WR; Paul Sauter, OL; Doug 
‘Varner, DB; James Woods, SS. 

‘Strengths: Romines, who missed last season because of 
‘a shoulder injury, and Hiton are proven receivers, Hiton 
‘caught 64 passes last season (20 in one game). A solid 
linebacking comps retums. 

Weaknesses: The Matadors yielded 35.5 points per game 
last season, including 68 and 52 to Big Sky teams 
‘Norther Arizona and Idaho Stale, Shaky lines could be 
shored up by JC recruits, 

Outlook: The new QB—Flowers or Derek Brown—must 
tome in on Romines and Hilton. The defense needs to 
improve or CS Northridge wil be in the deep south ofthe 
standings in its inaugural Big Sky season, 
Schedule: at Uh State, Sep. 7; UC Davis, Sept. 14; at 
New Mexico State, Sept. 21; at Northern Arizona, Sept 2; 
Portland Stal, Oc. 5; at Weber State, Oct. 12; Montana 
Stale, Oc 19; af CS Sacramento, Oct. 26; Montana, Nov. 2; 
at idaho State, No. 9; Eastern Washington, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Matadors. Site: Norridge, Calf. 


PORTLAND STATE 


Coach: Tim Walsh (25-11, 3 years; 52-25 overall, 7 years). 

1995 record: 85 in Division Il 

‘Top players: Sammie Aumuvae, NT; Skinner Avinger, SS; 

Alano Ciliberto, G; Gary Clemons, RB; Neil Fenda, FS; 

Kyle Holey, WR; Oleg Lytchanyi, DT; Tim Matjacic, LB; 

Brian Wamer, RB; Haze Willoughby, OT. 

Strengths: Ciberto headlines a fine line, Fendall wil be 

counted on heavily inthe pass-happy Big Sky. Washington 

transfer Matjacic should step right in, and the defensive ne 
loaded. 


is loaded. 
Weaknesses: Graduation took a heavy toll tthe skil posi 
tions. Motivation may be lacking because Portland State, 
although gaining Big Sky membership, won't immediately 
be eligible for the league title, 
Outlook: The Vikings have more than held their own 
against Big Sy foes in the past decade, so they should be 
at the outset. 

‘Schedule: at Boise State, Sept. 7; Sonoma State (Call.), 
Sept. 14; Norther Arizona, Sept. 21; at Easter 
Washington, Sept. 28; at CS Northridge, Oct. 5; UC 
Davis, Oct. 12; Weber State, Oct. 19; at Montana State, 
Oct. 26; CS Sacramento, Nov. 2; at Montana, Nov. 
Idaho State, Nov. 16. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 
Nickname: Vikings. Site: Portiand, Ore. 

Text by Jim Meehan, 
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BIG SKY 


When topic is receiving numbers, 
Northern lowa’s Ward i Is No. 1 


By Ranpy REINHARDT 


Dedric Ward came to 
the University of 
Northern Jowa three 
years ago with one goal: 
to become the next 
Kenny Shedd, who had 
just left the Panthers’ 
program as the alltime 
leading receiver (2,243 
yards) in Gateway Con- 
ference history. 

After three seasons 
that have ranged from 
productive to awe-inspir- 
ing, Ward’s biggest 
problem may be setting 
a new goal. 

“I knew (Shedd) was 
a great receiver. I was 
hoping I could be just as 
good,” says Ward, who 
already has piled up 
2,207 yards and 27 
receiving touchdowns— 
both Gateway records—_| 
and needs just 13 catch- # 
es to surpass the all-time = 
league mark of 144 held = 
by Gunnard Twyner of # 
Western Illinois. “I was =} 
coming in to produce 2} 
the same excitement as 3 
when he was here. I 
really give credit to him 
for giving me something 
to shoot for.” 

Ward had every reason to admire 
Shedd, a fifth-round pick of the New York 
Jets in 1993, But Ward has surpassed him. 
Last season, Ward led all Division LAA 
receivers with 116.4 yards per game and 
finished with 44 receptions for 1,164 yards 
(a 26.4-yard average) and 12 touchdowns 
in 10 games. 

“I was really surprised when I found out 
Tled the nation,” Ward says. “It really made 
me feel special.” 

Ward (5-9, 179) has been extremely spe- 
cial to Northern Iowa coach Terry Allen, 
whose teams have won or shared six con- 
secutive Gateway titles. 

“First and foremost is his competitive 
nature,” Allen says. “He believes when the 
ball is in the air he has the ability to make 
the catch with players all over him. He has 
continued to improve each and every year. 
He does the little things that make him a 
great receiver.” 

Ward had four games of at least 175 
yards receiving last season. 

“He just makes plays,” says Southern 
Illinois coach Shawn Watson, whose 
Salukis were scorched for nine catches for 
206 yards in a 13-0 loss to Northern Iowa 


last season. “He has great speed. But it’s 

one thing to have great speed; it’s another 

to have great speed and deliver big plays. 
“He delivers big plays and not just one in 


As he heads into his senior season, Dedric Ward already holds 
conference records for receiving yardage and touchdown receptions. 


a game—three or four. He’s a difference 
maker.” 

Northern Iowa assistant Wes Anderson 
recruited Ward out of Cedar Rapids (Iowa) 
Washington High, and Ward credits 
Anderson for accelerating his progress, 

“He really worked with me. He showed 
me how to be a great receiver in this 
league,” Ward says. “He finetuned the 
skills I had coming in.” 

What makes Ward’s accomplishments all 
the more remarkable is that he has played 
with different quarterbacks each year— 
and it will be the same this year, as last 
year’s starter, Chris Berg, has graduated. 

“The most important thing is getting the 
timing down,” Ward says of working with 
new quarterbacks. “Everyone has differ- 
ent arm strength and release time. You 
have to work through it. Having played 
here, I have the advantage over the other 
guys. I mainly try to give them confidence 
if they do make a mistake.” 

Northern Iowa has an excellent chance 
of making its seventh consecutive trip to 
the Division LAA playoffs. Ward says such 
a track record provides a healthy expecta- 
tion of success. 

“Tt has a great influence on myself and 
my teammates,” he says. “Some of the 
younger guys haven't caught the fire yet, 
but the junior and senior classes- strive 
harder to keep the tradition going.” 
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PREDICTION 


WR _DEDRIC WARD, Norther lowa _5-9/179 St. 
WR _JASON CANNON, SW Missout__ 64/180 J 


‘S___DUANE BUTLER, linis Sata 69/210 ___S_ 
'S___LAMONTNICHOLSON, W. Iinois_6-17210- 


ALISTS, 


Ward's height may hurt in his quest to 
become an NFI receiver, but his 4.4second 
speed in the 40 and his eye-popping statis- 
tics should merit some attention. “Tl try to 
produce some more numbers and hopefully 
get some (NFL) looks,” he says. “If not, it’s 
back to the books to get a good education.” 

After taking opposing defensive backs to 
school the past three years, Ward corey 
knows the way. 

Randy Reinhardt covers Illinois State isa 
the Gateway Conference for the Bloomington 
(ill.) Pantagraph. 


+400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


4 worT 1h 
1. NORTHERN I0W 

Goach: Tery Alen (63:24, 7 yea). 
1995 record: 5 (iluing 1-1 n LAA playofs). Gateway: 
5-iMist 
Top players: Steve Beard, QB; Alonzo Cayton, WR; 
Marcus Easter, DB; Tim Miler, OLB; Dannie Spann, ILB; 
Jef Stoval, RB; Tyre Tatton, CB; Justin Urbanek,P; Mat 
Wal, K; Dedtc Ward, WR. 
Strength: Wad is  game-breaker who wil ado his 
many conference records. Stoval a seoondteam Al- 
Gateway pick, wil thrive if he can stay aly. Sx ofthe 
top eght aches return including the top two in Spann 
and Mlle, Talon and Easter star ina tear secondary. 
Weaknesses: Replacements must be found fr key gradu 
ation osses on both nes, Waller, who was 10-o#20 on 
fice-goalattemps last season, needs to retum io his 17- 

«fled goal form of 1984, 
(Outlook: I Alen can find capable irstsime tater at 
quarterback forthe fourth consecutive season, other 
Gateway teams wil have a rough time preventing the 
Panthers from winning her seventh league crown n'a row. 
This may be the year for playa success, oo, something 
that has eluded UNI sinoo 1962, when the Panthers 
advanced tothe FAA semifinals. 
Schedule: at Southam Utah Aug. 31; St. Cloud St, Sept 
7; SF. Austin, Sep. 14; at lowa State, Sept. 21; McNeese 
Sate, Spt 28; lino State, Oc. 12; SW Missour Siz, 
(ct. 19; at Southem lincis, Oct. 2; at Youngstown Stat, 
Nov, 2 at Indiana Stata, Now. 9; W. inci, Nov 16. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1995. 
Nickname: Panthers. Site: Cedar Fal, lowa. 


Goach: Del Miler (47, 1 year) 
1995 record: 4-7. Gateway: 1-5/7th. 

‘Top players: Jason Cannon, WR; Michael Cosey, RB; 
Earenest Grayson, DE; Jeremy Hoog, QB; Brad Kubix, OT; 
Bennie MeLin, LB; Mike Miano, DT; Paxton Parker, C; Tom 
Procter, DE; Travis Richardson, FS; Ryan Touhey, G; 
Jason Whitle, OT. 

Strengths: The comfort factor that accompanies 
Miller's second season as coach should help. So 
should 37 returning lettermen, including 13 starters, 
Hoog and Cannon form a potent combination. The 
Bears boast experience and talent on the defensive 
ling and at linebacker. 

‘Weaknesses: Richardson isthe lone retuming starter in @ 
thin secondary. The receiving corps doesn't ook deep, 
either. The Bears certainly wil need to cut down on 
tumovers after commiting 28—with a minus-9 tumover 
rato—last season. 

Outlook: With seven starters back on offense and six on 
defense, the Bears should be beter in cose games—they 
‘were 0-4 last year in games decided by three points or 
less, Southwest Missouris 3-1 fnish could be a portent of 
good things to come. 

Schedule: at Oklahoma State, Aug. 31; at McNease State, 
Sept 7; Truman State (Mo), Sept. 14; at UT Martin, Sept 
21; Jacksonvile State, Sep. 28; Souther lino, Oc. 5; at 
Norther lowa, Oct 18; linois State, Oct-26; W.linis, 
Nov. 2; Youngstown Stat, Nov. 9; at indiana State, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1930. 

Nickname: Bears. Site: Springfield, Mo. 


3. INDIAN 


Top players Lary 

Graham, OLB; Robert High, FS: 
Libaire, LB; Mike Likens, 
Potter, TB; Brad Schwing, 
‘Strengths: Libaire, the Gateway's leading tackler last sea- 
son, could be the conference's most dominant inebacker. 
Eight starters retum on defense, including standouts in 
High, Knox and Likens. Six of the top seven receivers 
return as well. 

‘Weaknesses: The offensive ine needs major retooling; 
Schwing i the lone retuming starter, and he is being moved 
from center Potter may blossom in is senior year, but the 
Sycamores almost need him ta after losing David Wright, 
the second alltime leading rusher in Gateway history. 


(LUNs STATE UNvERSITY 


Expec linois Stale to move senior Eric Johnson all ver th defensive ine to explo mismatches. 


(utlook: tthe offense shows improvement, the 
‘Syeamores' formidable defense could cary them along 
‘way. But there could be some aftereffects from the end of 
last season, when Indiana State lost its inl two games by 
252-6 margin to cost itself a playoff berth. 

Schedule: Mars Hil (N.C.), Aug. 23; at Kansas Sie, Sept. 

at East lincis, Sept. 14; St Joseph's, Sept 21; aie 
‘Sept. 28; at Westem liinois, Oct. 5; at Southem llinois, Oct. 
12; linois State, Oc. 19; at Westem Kentucky, Oc. 25; 
Norther lowa, Nov. 9; SW Missouri State, Nov. 16. 


Last FAA playott 9: 1984. 
Nickname: Sycamores. Site: Terre Haute, Ind. 
ERN III 1c 


Ll Il LINO Z IS 


Coach: Randy Bal @3-33-1, 6 years). 
41995 record: 47. Gateway: 24/TSin. 
Top payers: Vos Brio, LB Ryan Ce, DL: Dan 


Locateli, LB; Dany Mitchell, CB; tan Wee, $8; 
Frank Spraggins, FS; Wayne Stewart, DL. 

Strengths: Ball should have a bal watching Heckinsk (a 
former transfer from llinois) nd Knuckles (a former trans- 
fer from Nebraska) do ther thing on offense this fal. Bruno 
and Locateli,a couple of Pacific transfers, should provide 
Spraggins and Nicholson with immediate assistance. 
Weaknesses: Eight starters return, four on each sie of the 
ball, and replacements must be found for receivers 
Gunnard Twyner and Chris Sabino. Blending in 13 transfers 
may present a problem. The retum teams look suspect. 
‘Outlook: The Leathernecks may be a year away from 
being an excelent team. The talent level is adequate, but 
too much inexperience figures to preclude tile contention 
in 1996, when Western Ilincis wil play three Top 20 teams 
(onthe road. A retum fo his spectacular freshman form by 
‘Spraggins would help immensely. 

‘Schedule: NW Oklahoma, Aug. 23; at N. linois, Sep. 7; 
Glennie State (WVa_), Sept. 14; at Hofstra, Sept. 21; Indiana 
Stale, Oct. 5; at E.linais, Oct. 12; at Southern Hino, Oct. 
49; Cal Poly SLO, Oct. 26; at SW Missouri State, Nov. 2; 
lindis State, Nov. 9; at Northem lowa, Nov. 16. 

Last LAA playoff appearance: 1991. 

Nickname: Leathemecks. Site: Macomb, Il 


5. ILLINOIS STATE 
Coach: Todd Beny (frst year). 
1995 record: 5-6. Gateway: 3-3/Trd. 

‘Top players: Duane Butler, FS; Jerry Creer, CB; Dion 

Dison, G; Ray Fouchea, WR; Bil Hagman, QB; Jaret 

‘Jackson, WR; Eric Johnson, DL; Todd Kurz, P/K; Deon 

McDaniel, CBIR; Andy Ziebarth, OT. 

Strengths: Johnson willbe moved up and down the defen- 


sive line to maximize his considerable talents. Butler and 
Creer anchor a secondary that allowed a 47 percent com- 
pletion rate last season. Kurz, who was 19-of-25 on field- 
(goal afempts and averaged 41 yards per punt, could be 
best combination kicker in LAA. 

‘Weaknesses: Barry is searching for the right quarterback 
to run his wide-open attack. After Ziebarth, the offensive 
line is a huge question, The linebackers will be as green as 
the tut in Hancock Stagium. 

Outlook: Berry, formerly the offensive coordinator at 
Ezst Carolina, has brought enthusiasm, but he needs 
more speed, depth and experience for his offensive and 
defensive systems to compete with the Gateway’ elit. 
‘Schedule: at Buffalo, Aug. 29; at North Texas, Sept. 7; SE 
Missouri State, Sept. 14; Youngstown State, Sept. 
Winois, Sept. 28; at Norther lowa, Oct. 12; at Indiana State, 
Oct. 19; SW Missouri Stale, Oc. 2; at Central Florida, Nov. 
2; at W.linois, Nov. 9; Tennessee Tech, Nov. 16, 

Lest AA playoff appearance: None. 
Nickname: Redbirds. Site: Normal, Il 
6. SOUTHERN IL! 
Coach: Shawn Watson (6-16, 2 years). 
1995 record: 5-6. Gateway: 2-4/TSth. 
Top players: Tommy Anderson, LB; Karon Carpenter, 
BIKR; C.J. McDavid, DB; Mark Gagliano, P; Darryl 
Holland, DL; Damon Jones, TE; Steve Jones, G; Salam. 
Nazir, DL; Larry Watkins, OL. 

Strengths: At 6-6 and 280 pounds, Damon Jones is a 
sure-fire NFL prospect. He is the best of a promising group 
of receivers. Carpenter is an explosive running backkick 
retumer. Three starters retum in the secondary, and 
Gaglano averaged 40.2 yards per punt. 

Weaknesses: Quarterback looks ike a problem area after 
last year’s starter, Dan Smith, departed for academic rea- 
sons. Two JC transfers wil duel. The top two tacKlers grad- 
ated and linebackers need to emerge. SIU was last the 
Jeague in scoring offense and scoring defense last season. 
‘Outlook: Playing seven home games forthe first time in 
‘68 years can’t hurt, and Watson has made progress, but 
bettering last season's conference record willbe dificult. 
‘Schedule: Central Arkansas, Aug. 31; UT-Martin, Sept. 7; 
at Murray State, Sept. 14; Winston-Salem, Sept. 21; at 
llinois State, Sept. 28; at Southwest Missouri State, Oct. 5; 
Indiana State, Oct. 12; Wester llinois, Oct. 19; Northem 
lowa, Oct. 26; at Western Kentucky, Nov, 2; Southeast 
Nissouri State, Nov. 16. 

Last LAA playoff appearance: 1963. 

Nickname: Salukis. Site: Carbondale, ll. 


Text by Randy Reinhardt. 
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Dartmouth linebacker Abel leaves 
opponents feeling green with envy 


By MIKE LURIE 


“Flyin’ all over the place.” 

In Big Green-speak, that 
describes the Dartmouth defensive 
tradition, Mark Abel loves to talk 
about it. And he loves to practice it. 

Sitting still doesn’t suit Abel, one 
of the top’ linebackers in the Ivy 
League. And despite residing in the 
stodgy bastion of tweed-wearing 
fans and aging stadiums, Abel lets 
down his hair—it’s long enough at 
times to fall below his helmet, any- 
way—and keeps moving. 

‘There was his time in 1994 when 
Abel and several Dartmouth pals 
spent an academic quarter at UC 
Santa Barbara. They relived a 
Dartmouth tradition there, too. 

“We were on The Price is Right,” 
Abel says. “We just cruised down 
there (to the studio), like some 
guys from school had done a year 
before us, dressed up in our 
Dartmouth clothes. My room- 
mate, Will Bergman, who’s com- 
ing back as a receiver, he actually 
got on the show. He had the check 
game—when you write out a 
check to guess the cost of a trip. He lost. 
He said, ‘Man, no one’s ever dumb 
enough to lose the check game.’ He was 
real disappointed, But we jumped up and 
down anyway.” 

‘Then there was last winter, when Abel 
spent another trimester away from campus, 
something encouraged by Dartmouth offi- 
cials, He went back to his hometown, 
Cincinnati, and worked for a law office. The 
Jaw school admission test awaits Abel, a his- 
tory major. 

“T like getting things done,” he says. 

At 6-1 and 220 pounds, size may be all 
that keeps Abel from moving on to the NFL 
and following the path of another 
Dartmouth man with Cincinnati ties, for- 
mer Bengals linebacker Reggie Williams. 
But the lack of size hasn't kept Abel from 
making his mark at Dartmouth, which has 
arich history at linebacker. 

“They've had some real, real good line- 
backers through the years,” says Carm 
Cozza, who enters his 32nd season at Yale 
and is the dean of Ivy League coaches. “You 
look at Reggie Williams, and he’s one of the 
best we've played against. And they keep a 
lot of kids there in the summer with their 
quarter system (of study).” Ps 

Yale was not among the recruiting final- 
ists for Abel, who also considered Cornell 
and Holy Cross, But Cozza, a Cleveland 
native who played and coached at Miami of 
Ohio, is very familiar with Moeller High, the 
Cincinnati high school that groomed Abel. 
Moeller is known for discipline. And win- 
ning. 

“The thing that’s cool about Moeller is 


Mark ‘Abel making a tackle is a familiar sight for 
Dartmouth coaches: He had 136 last season, 


there’s such dedication from the coaches,” 
Abel says. “We probably had as many coach- 
es in high school as we do at Dartmouth. A 
lot of them played at Moeller and they know 
about the tradition. There’s so much pres- 
sure to win there, it kind of drives you, 
When I was a senior, we went 7-3. The year 
before we went 64, and there was some 
pressure that we might be the first .500 
team in Moeller’s history, That says some- 
thing.” 

Abel's father, William, was a starting 
quarterback for Cornell in 1966, but he 
encouraged his son to go where he felt 
most comfortable. 

“When I made the visit to Dartmouth, 
the coaches really made me feel at home,” 
Abel says. 

Since Abel joined the Big Green, things 
have been uncomfortable for Ivy League 
offenses. What Abel lacks in size is made 
up for with tremendous quickness. After 
recording 101 tackles as a sophomore, Abel 
easily led the team last season with 136, 
including 73 solos. 

Going into last season’s finale, Princeton 
and Dartmouth were two of four teams that 
could have finished with a share of the 
league title. It was a huge game and Abel 
had 11 tackles, including two for losses, and 
broke up two passes, The Tigers, though, 
smartly played for a 10-10 tie that gave 
them the title over Dartmouth and Cornell. 

‘Those three teams and Penn are strong 
contenders for the 1996 title. Abel, a tri-cap- 
tain, wants Dartmouth to regain the domi- 
nation it had when it won consecutive titles 
from 1990-92, 

“I'm more proud of team achievements,” 
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Abel says. “I don't like to think about the 
individual numbers that much. The thing 
that gave me the most fulfillment was lead- 
ing the league in defense as a team. I like 
watching some of our linebackers play, like 
Brian Schmidt and Zack Walz. I love watch- 
ing them make big hits. They just fly all 
over the place.” 

After all, it is a tradition. ° 

Mike Lurie covers the Ivy League for the 
New Haven (Conn.) Register. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED Stock 


Ivy LEAGUE TEAM CHARTS 


1, PRINCETON 


Ser, K; Mare Washington, RB. 

Strengths: As always, running backs and defense. 
Washington rushed for 937 yards last fall and was second- 
team Alklvy. The defense was stingy enough to make even 
Pete Carl proud, allowing just 12.4 points per game, 
‘Twenty-two interceptions were a big reason, 


‘Weaknesses: Duffy led the league with nine TD catches, 
tu who wil throw to him this season? Harry Nakilny, who 
shared the QB chores withthe since-oraduated Brock 
Harvey, is taking the year of for academic reasons, And as 
(good asthe dafense i, replacing stud linebacker Dave 
Patterson won't be easy. 

‘Outlook: Princeton seems to gett done even in years 
when isnot the odds-on favorite, The Tigers ci ike 
having to wait uni the final day to secure the league tite 
last year. What produced the anxiety was a surprising loss 
toa poor Yale team, at home, in pouring rain on the net-to- 
last weekend ofthe season. Thal won't happen again. 
‘Schedule: at Cornell, Sept. 21; Holy Cross, Sept 
Lehigh, Oct. 5; Brown, Oct. 12; at Bucknal, Oct 
Harvard, ct. 28; at Columbia, Nov. 2; Pnnsyivari Nov 
9; at Yale, Nov, 16; Dartmouth, Nov. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: ly League doesnot com- 
pete in playotts. 

Nickname: Tigers, Site: Princeton, Nal 


2, DARTMOUTH 


‘Coach: John Lyons (26-13-1, 4 years), 
ae record: Wy: 4-2-1/4th. 

9p players: Mark Abel, LB; Jon Aljancic, OB; Trey Bowers, 
Oh dah ls Sot Hapgood, DE; Brian Larsen, OT; 
Uoyd Lee, FS; Pete Oberle, FB; Greg Smith, TB; Zack 
‘Walz, OLB, 
Strengths: Terriic defense is as much a part of the 
Dartmouth landscape as the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire. Abel and Walz were first-team allleague line- 
‘backers last season, and three of four starters In a seo- 
‘ondary that allowed a league-low 279.9 yards per game 
retum, Aliancic, Smith and Oberle are well-acquainled now 
in the offensive backfield, and the line they'l work behind 
should be solid, 
Weaknesses: The offense is not built around passing, so if 
the Big Green finds itself needing many points in a hurry, its 
style doesn't lend itself to quick-fire comebacks. Dartmouth 
had the league's best running—and worst passing—otfense 
in 1995, The defensive line needs major work, andi there 
aa punter in the house? 

: Al that separated Dartmouth from forcing a four-way 
lie for the league Be last year were two seconds and afield goal 
ints final game, a 10-10 with Princeton. Any team retuing 
46 starters should be a force, cualty states. 

‘Schedule: Pennsyivania, Sept. 21; at Lehigh, Sept. 28; 
Fordham, Oct. 5; Holy Cross, Oct. 12; Yale, Oct. 19; at 
Cornel, Oct. 26; at Harvard, Nov. 2; Columbia, Nov. 9; at 
Brown, Nov. 16; at Princeton, Nov. 23. 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: Ivy League does not com- 
pete in playotis. 

‘Nickname: Big Green. Site: Hanover, N.H. 


3. PENNSYLVANIA 


Robersion, CB; Jasen Soot, RB; Doug Znser, OT. 
‘Strengths: Lately, football in Philadelphia has been fun, 
and DeRosa and Fabish should continue the winning tradi- 
ton, Fabish is a dynamic kick returner who can get the 
‘Quakers good field positon in a hurry. DeRosa threw for 
2,053 yards last season and is 19-3 as the starter. The 
dlensive line is one ofthe best in the league. 
‘Weaknesses: Nine of the 12 players Penn placed on the 
All-Ivy first or second team were seniors, so inexperience 
may be a problem, especialy in the secondary. 

‘Outlook: Bagnoli welcomed back only 10 starters last year 


‘Coach: A Bagnol (83°, 4 years, 11925 overal, 14 years). 
2mr2nd. 


and the Quakers finished a stong second inthe league, He 
eo ae ere ne 


4. CORNELL 


Goa Hote 256 oa): 
i 6-4, hy: 52712. 


champion and needs 1,494 yards fo surpass Ed Marnaro 
a Comel’s leading career rusher. Dont laugh: He had 
1,428 yards last season. Seifert is not related to former 
Corel coach George Seifert ofthe 49ers, but he is a fine 
tight end. The defense looks sold. 

Weaknesses: For the tid straight season, the Big Red wil 
have a new quarterback. Steve Joyce seta school record 
with 2.255 yards passing last season, but his likely replace- 
et Car re jt ve pas. ny one ares 
onthe ine. 

Outlook: Hother has a reputation fr producing hard-nosed 
datensive teams that aways are inthe tle chase. 
Unfortunately, the Big Red have been susceptible in recent 


Dartmouth, Oct. 26; Brown, Now. 2: at Yale, Now. 9; at 
‘Columbia, Nov. 16; Pennsylvania, Nov. 23. 
es A are ener wef Leen oe 


in payots. 
Nicknone! Big Red. Site: Ithaca, N.Y. 


5. HARVARD 


Coach: Tim Murphy (614, 2 years; 3859-1 overall, 9 years), 
4995 record: 2-8. ly: 1-68th, 

‘Top players: Brendan Bibro, DT; Matt Birk, LT; Matt 
Bradley, CB; Jeff Compas, CBVSS; Tim Fieiszer, DE; Eion 
Hu, TB; Troy Jones, TB; Sean Riley, OT; Colby Skelton, SE; 
Chris Smith, DE; Jay Snowden, OB. 

Strengths: It doesn't get much better than Friday night 
gatherings in Cambridge and a walk over the Charles River 
‘and across the Boston city line on Saturday momings for 
Harvard football, Hu, an explosive runner, makes the trp 
‘worthwhile. Skelton is a fleet, sure-handed target. Filey, the 
conly Crimson player to start every game over the past two 
years, leads an experienced offensive line 
‘Weaknesses: Thanks to graduation, thre figure ta be five 
new stating linebackers and two new starts at safely. 
‘Snowden, a junior, needs to grow into the OB jab, Although 
20 lettermen retum, this team i not all that deep, 
(Outlook: Murphy would ike to build upon the momentum 
created by Harvard's dramatic, 2-21 defeat of hated Yale 
before 25,000 fans in last season's finale. Having Hu in the 
backild is a great place to start 

‘Schedule: at Columbia, Sept. 21; at Bucknell, Sept. 28; 
Lafayette, Oct. 5; Comel, Oct. 12; at Holy Cross, Oct. 19; 
at Princeton, Oct. 26; Dartmouth, Nov. 2; Brown, Nov. 9; at 
Pennsylvania, Nov. 16; Yale, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: Ivy League does not com- 


Coach: Mark Whipple (128, 2 years; 60-25 overall, 8 years). 


1995 record: 55. hy: 25/76th. 
Top players: Emest Dean, LB; Brendan Faneran OT; 
Karcutskie, Krashouskas, 


‘completions, . 
Sse isthe schools ane leaing rusher. Mae caght 
34 passes for 454 yards and seven TDs last season to 


become the fist Brown player to win vy League Rookie of 
the Year honors. Parker and Finneran were fs-team all: 


‘Weaknesses: inconsistency killed the Bears last year, One 
week, they alowed 58 points ina loss Two weeks later, they 
‘scored 47 in a win. A new punter and kicker must be found. 
Outlook: I's dangerous to pick Brown near the bottom of 
the league, for there is ample and explosive talent. The 
defense shouldbe improved with seven starters returning 
‘and the input of Don Brown, a former defensive coordinator 
at Yale who joins Whipple's staf alter three sucnessful 
years as coach at Division Il Plymouth (N.H.) State. 
‘Schedule: Yale, Spl. 21; at Rhode Island, Sept, 28; at 
Colgate, Oct. 5; at Princeton, Oc. 12; Fordham, Oct. 19; 
Pennsylvania, Oc. 28; at Cornell, Nov. 2; at Harvard, Nov. 
9; Dartmouth, Nov. 16; at Columbia, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: Ivy League does not com- 
pete in playofts. 
Nickname: Bears. Site: Providence, Fl. 


7. COLUMBIA 


bmed Ray Tellier (16-52-2, 7 years). 

1995 record: 36-1. ly: 3-4/5th, 
Peghinsy ‘Joe Cormier, FS; Ryan Gabriele, TE; Roy 
Hanks, DB; Mike Jennings, DE; Jim Jim Jones, WR; Austin 
Milken, G; Randy Murf, OT; Jessie Nunn, OB; David 
Ramirez, WR; Bobby Thomason, QB; Rory Wilfork, OLB; 
Marcellus Wiley, DE/TB. 
Strengths: There is plenty of experience in the recelving 
game with Ramirez, Jones and Gabriele, Thomason gained 
Valuable experience after an injury sidelined then-stating 
(quarterback Mike Cavanaugh lasl year, Witork and Wiley 
are all-eague defenders. Hanks finished second in |-AA in 
punt-etumn average (16.5), 
Weaknesses: Cavanaugh is just one of 14 starters who 
‘must be replaced. There are a lot of holes to fil. The offense 
‘needs to be more balanced as well, since Cavanaugh 
accounted for 43 percent ofits production in ‘95. 
‘Outlook: I's debatable that any Ivy program is deep 
‘enough to overcome injuries, and the Lions had their share 
last year. They stil are subject to a downfall when a few key 
players are lost, more so than most Ivy schools other than 
Yale and Harvard. I's hard seeing them finishing much 
higher than seventh, 
‘Schedule: Harvard, Sept. 21; at Fordham, Sept. 28; at Holy 
Cross, Oct. 5; Lafayette, Oct. 19; at Yale, Oct. 26; 
Princeton, es ; at Dartmouth, Nov. 9; Comell, Nov. 16; 


[aa Wn clerteearsace thy League does not com: 
pete in playofis. 
Nickname: Lions. Site: New York. 


8. YALE 


Coach; Carmen Cozza (177-1115, 31 years). 
1995 record: 37. iy: 2-5/T6th. 

Top players: Nate Boxrucker, DB; Renard Craigwel, TB; 
Craig Freccero, TEYKR; Adam Hemandez, DT; Jack Hl, C; 
John Lafferty, PKIP; Rob Masala, CB; Alan MoCall, G; Tim 
Reed, FS; Robert Sezer, DE; Bryan Whalen, LB, 
Strengths: Not many. Hil may be the league's lop center, 
and Craigwelis a decent running back and explosive Kick 
Teturne. Lafferty isa good punter who got way too many 
opportunites to show his ski last year. 

Weaknesses: A fierce competition looms at quarterback, 
where two relatively inexperienced upperclassmen will 
compete fo replace the departed Chris Hetherington. 
With 35 seniors and 16 starters gone, there will be many 
green faces. 

Outiook:Cazza, entering his 22nd yea, knew his ist Yale 


games, much ofthe ofense went wih him. I's a rebuilding 
year for a coach who speaks and acts as committed as ever, 
espe much speculation that this may be his final year. 
‘Schedule: at Brown, Sept 21; Connecticut, Sap. 28; a 
‘Amy, Oct. 5; Bucknell, Oct. 12; at Dartmouth, Oct. 19; 

26; at Pennsyivania, Nov. 2; Comell, 
Nov, 16; at Harvard, Nov. 23 


Last LAA playoff appearance: vy League does nat com 
pete in playa. 
Nickname: Bulldogs. Site: New Haven, Conn. 

Text by Mike Lurie. 
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It’s a ‘man’s game’—and Jenkins 
has proven his worth for Hampton 


By New Ware 


Hampton _ University 
wide receiver Michael 
Jenkins would like nothing 
more than to break the 
school record for career 
receptions this season, 

He wouldn't mind win- 
ning a Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference cham- 
pionship along the way. 

Jenkins and the Pirates 
complete the leap from 
NCAA Division II to 
Division I-AA this season, 
their first year of eligibility 
for the MEAC title. If the 
Pirates are to succeed, 
they'll need excellent per- 
formances by Jenkins and 
other top players. 

Jenkins, a 6-4, 200-pound 
senior from Portsmouth, 
Va., caught 52 passes, a sin- 
gle-season school record, 
for 836 yards and seven 
touchdowns last season. 
And although the Pirates, 
who beat three of four 
MEAC opponents last sea- 
son, weren’t vying for a 
league title, their players 
were eligible for all-confer- 
ence honors. Jenkins’ per- 
formance earned him a 
spot on the All-MEAC first 
team, 

Jenkins needs 43 catch- 
es and eight touchdown & 
receptions to break Johnny i 
Barnes’ school records of 
134 catches and 22 scoring & 
receptions. He hopes doing 


so will help add a champi- 
onship to his resume. 

very game we play 
this year will mean some- 
thing,” Jenkins says. “We're prepared for 
the challenge. We have a goal we can attain 
now. We didn’t have that last year.” 

The Pirates’ challenge involves facing 
bigger, stronger and faster opponents, but 
Jenkins believes they can make the transi- 
tion. “It’s all about putting your mind to it 
and doing what you've got to do,” he says. 

The Pirates did that in 1994, when they 
finished 10-1 and claimed the black college 
national championship. Jenkins did his 
part, catching 35 passes for 730 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 

Jenkins, who admires the work of NFL 
standouts Michael Irvin and Cris Carter, 
has the ability that could land him in the 
NEL one day. 
“He's got the range, the leverage, 
tremendous leaping ability,” Hampton 
coach Joe Taylor says. “It’s very hard to 
overthrow him.” 

And Jenkins isn’t afraid of a little contact, 


Michael Jenkins caught a school-record 52 passes { for 836 yards 
last season, Numerous school records are within his reach, 


either. “I play physical,” he says. “I don’t 
like to see anybody beat up on me and get 
away with it. Football is a man’s game, and 
whoever has the strength mentally and 
physically is going to win.” 

Taylor has taken note of Jenkins’ willing- 
ness to do battle, 

“He doesn’t mind going across the mid- 
‘dle, which means he has some courage,” 
Taylor says. 

But Jenkins’ best attribute might be con- 
fidence, “I feel there is no corner who can 
stop me,” he says. “Ifyou have that opinion, 
you can’t be stopped.” 

Taylor knows something about great 
players. He is 39-7-1 in four seasons at 
Hampton and 100-364 in 13 seasons as a 
coach. Hampton was 8-3 as a I-AA indepen- 
dent last year. 

Taylor points to Jenkins’ work ethic dur- 
ing the offseason as an example of what 
makes him an outstanding receiver. 
Jenkins ran track during the spring to work 
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PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENS 


MICHAEL JENKINS 
WR, Hampton 


LLOYD BADSON 
LB, Delaware State 


on his speed. 

“Michael knows he’s going to be a tar- 
get, but he’s been diligent in the offsea- 
son,” Taylor says, “He’s doing all the 
things a guy who's marked should do. He'll 
be prepared.” 

So should the Pirates. 

“Last year we proved we can be a con- 
tender. We do belong at this level,” 
Taylor says. “What we accomplished can 
be a building block for what can happen 
in the future.” + 

Neil White covers the MEAC for The State 
in Columbia, S.C. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


1. HAMPTON 


Coach: Joe Taylor (39-7-1, 4 years; 100-26-4 overall, 12 
years). 

1995 record: 8:3 as independent. 

‘Top players: Quincy Bryan, G; T.C. Buckner, DE; Jay 
Clarke, FS; Darrell Fiythe, LB; Michael Jenkins, WR; 
Tyrone Mayer, RB; Lamont Sil, RB; Cordell Tayor, CB: 
Matt Wiliams, QB; Quincy Wynn, OT, 

‘Strengths: With Jenkins, Mayer and Sil the Pirates 
should score their share of points out ofthe wing-T, espa 
cialy behind alne that averages 6-6, 302. And with Flyhe, 
Clarke and Taylor on defense, they should Keep opponents 
from scoring 

‘Weaknesses: The quarterback situation is unsettled 
unless Willams, who missed most of ast season wih an 
injury, returns and delivers on his promise. 

Outlook: With 15 returning starters, thare's no reason the 
Pirates, former Divison Il power, cant win the MEAC tite 
in thee ist season of membership. 

Schedule: at Clark Atanta, Sept 2; at Howard, Sept. 13; 
North Carolina A&T, Sept. 21; Grambling State (at East 
utherford, Nl), Sept. 28; Florida ABM (at Indianapolis), 
(Oct 5; at Delaware State, Oct. 12; at South Carolina State, 
(Oct. 26; Liberty, Nov. 2; Bethune-Cookman, Nov. 9; Norfolk 
State, Nov. 16; at Morgan State, Nov. 23. 

Last LAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Pirates. Site Hampon, Va. 


2. SOUTH CAROLINA ST. 


Coach: Wilie Jetries (97-42-4, 13 years; 148-88-6 overall, 
23 years). 

1995 record: 6-4, MEAG: 4-23rd. 

Top players: Kenny Bynum, RB; Reggie Curry, OB; 
CChartic Darby, DE; Jermaine Derricot, LB; Kamar Lee, 
(OL; Bobby McGowens, WR; Jimmy Moore, DE; Derek 
‘O’Neal, RB; Dameon Palmer, LB; Daryl Robinson, DB; 
Raleigh Roundtree, OT. 

‘Strengths: Bynum gets his chance to show if he can run 
aswel as departed AlrAmerican Michael Hicks. Bynum 
will benefit from a seasoned line. Cury, a transfer from 
CCiamson, wil ead the offense. The defensive front seven, 
‘which features Darby, Palmer and Derrcot, is rugged 
Wesknesses: There's a lack of depth at wide receiver, but 
that shouldn't be a probiem since Jeffries disdains the 
pass. The secondary lacks depth but boasts a standout in 
Robinson. 

‘Outlook: Win or lose, nobody tels funnier stores than 
defies. But its easy for Jeffries to be jovial since he wins 
often, This season wl be no efferent. 

‘Schedule: Georgia Southern, Aug. 31; at Charleston 
Southern, Sep. 7; at Furman, Sep. 14; Johnson C. Sith, 
Sept. 28; Morgan State, Oct. 5; Bethune-Cookman, Oct. 
419; Hampton, Oct, 26; at Delaware State, Nov. 2; Howard, 
Nov. 9; Florida A&M (at Avanta), Nov. 16; North Carolina 
ART (at Charlotte), Nov. 23, 

Last LAA playoff appearance: 1982. 

‘Nickname: Bulldogs. Site: Orangeburg, S.C. 


3. HOWARD 


Coach: Steve Wison (44-34, 7 years). 
1995 record: 6-5, MEAC: 2-47Tath. 
Top players: Robert Bell, 
Hall, DT; Anthony Heyward, OT; Bly Je 

Peacock |B; Cadi Redden, WRIPR; Rulon iz, 
Marco Ward, WR; Ted Write, OB, 

‘Strengths: The Bison retun the MEAC's best kicking game 
‘and special teams. The offensive line averages 6-5, 299, 
and is experienced, Halland Jenkins are standout dafend- 
rs. Nineleen starters are back from a team that took a lead 
into the fourth quarter of every game but one in’. 
Weaknesses: Howard has talented offensive sil players, 
but none has emerged. The secondary is young, and over- 
all depth is shaliow. 

‘Outlook: I last season's youngsters have matured, and if 
the inury bug doesn't bite lke it id in’95, a title runs 
possible. The key is White's development. 

‘Schedule: at Marshal, Sept 7; Hampton, Sept. 13; 
Virginia State, Sept. 21; at Florida A&M, Sept. 28; Bethune- 
‘Cookman, Oct. 12; at Morehouse, Oct. 19; North Carolina 
‘ABT, Oct, 26; Noro State, Nov. 2; at South Carolina 


Sot. No. Meg Se, No.1 Deleware No.2 
Last HAA playotf appearance: 
Nickname gon Stes Wastngon DC. 


4. FLORIDA A&M 


Coach: Billy Joe (15-8, 2 years; 181-62-4 overall, 22 


years). 
1995 record: $- (lst to Souther in Heritage Bow). 
MEAG: 6-0/tst. 
‘Top players: Demetrius Bilie, G; Richard Brooks, CB; 
Darrin Ford, P; Jamie Nais, OT; Karlos Odum, S; Damian 
Siaughter, QB; Michael Thomton, DE: Robert Wison, WR. 
: The secondary retums, along with massive 
offensive linemen Nails and Bille. And Wison is back to 
catch everything insight. But wil that be enough? 
Weaknesses: The Rattlers must replace 13 starters, 
including two Al-Americans on defense, the starting offen- 
sive backfield and the right sie ofthe offensive line 
Outlook: The defending MEAC champs will have a dificult 
fime repeating. But you can count on Joe, who took the 
Rattlers tothe Heritage Bow last season, assembling a 
team that wil make some noise and be a factor. 
Schedule: at Tennessee State, Aug. 31; Tuskegee, Sept 
7, at Jackson State, Sept. 21; Howard, Sept. 28; Hamplon 
(at indianapolis), Oct. 8; North Carolina A&T, Oct. 12; at 
Delaware State, Oct. 19; Morgan State, Nov. 2; at 
Souther, Nov 8; South Carolina State (at Atlanta), Nov. 


2. NORTH CAROLINA A&T 


Hayes (52-38, eight years; 141-80-2 overall, 20 
eel 
1995 record: 4-7. MEAC: 2-4/T4th. 


Strengths: The Aggies wil not get pushed around. They're 
strong on both lines, with Coley leading the offensive front 
‘and White pacing the defensive front. The running game, 
led by Shaw, should pile up lots of yards. 

‘Weaknesses: Finding 2 quarterback to replace Maseo 
Bolin wil be essential, but thee is no shortage of candi- 


fst since 
41989, The Aggies, who lost four MEAC games in 1995 by a 
total of 31 points, should enjoy a reversal of fortunes. 
‘Schedule: at North Carolina Central, Aug. 31; Winston- 
Salem Sta, Sep. 7; Fayettevile State, Sept. 14; at 
Hampton, Sep. 21; at Florida ABM, Oct. 12; Morgan State, 
ct. 19; at Howard, Oct. 26; Bethune-Cookman, Nov. 2; at 
Delaware State, Nov. 9; South Carolina State (at 
Charlot), Nov. 23, 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: 1992. 

Nickname: Aggies. Site: Greensboro, N.C. 


6. DELAWARE STATE 


‘Ceckic Jones, DL; Baron Spinner, DB; Matt Wider, G; 
Ronnie Wikerson, LB; Jason Willams, FS, 

‘Strengths: Badson teams with Wikerson to give the 
Homets a sod linebacking corps. Wider and Banks forty 
the lft side ofthe offensive line. 

‘Weaknesses: Delaware State must replace an AI-MEAC 
quarterback, running back and tacke. That's a lot of 
offense to lose from a team that didn’t score a lt of points. 
In addition, a new punter and kicker must be found. 
‘Outlook: Colick has posted 11 consecutive winning see- 
sons, but he could see that string end tis fa. 

‘Schedule: Lock Haven, Sept. 7; at Liberty, Set. 14; Noth 
Carolina Cental (at Atantic City, N.J.), Sept. 21; at 
Bethune-Cookman, Oct. 5; Hampton, Oct. 12; Florida A&M, 
(Oct. 19; at Morgan State, Oct.26; South Carolina State, 
Now. 2; North Carolina A&T, Nov. ; at Howard, Nov. 23. 
Last LAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Hornets Site: Dover, Del. 


MEAC Team Cuarts 


MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 


Levi Baucom and the rest of the Morgan State 
defense must better last year’s performance. 


7. BETHUNE-COOKMAN 


Coach: Jack (Gy) McClaren (6951-3, 14 years). 
sioat 3-8, MEAC: 2-4/T4th. 

ayers: James Addeiy, WR; Joe Brown, C; Louis 
Kees; OL: Ve Ojos, 8; Mitel Womack, 
LB; Todd Walker, OB. 
Strengths: Ar McClairen will retum tothe skies behind the 
Potent combination of Waker to Addarly, The tandem wil 
work behind a strong line. The duo of Womack and 
Oglesby on defense is equally impressive. 
Weaknesses: The Wildcats must develop a ground atack 
0 foes can’ focus on the pass. The defense, particularly 
the ne, needs to toughen up. 
Outlook: Bethune-Cookman wil scare lot of tans, but the 


7; at Morgan State, Sep. 14; Norfk State, Sept. 21; 
Delaware State, Oc. 5; at Howard, Oct. 12; at South 
Carolina State, Oc. 19; Albany Stale, Oc. 26; at North 
Carolina A&T, Nov. 2; at Hampton, Nov. 9; Florida A&M (at 
Tampa), Now 23. 

Last HAA playoff appearance: No 

Nickname: Vics Ste Dayiora Beach, Fa 


8. MORGAN STATE 


Coach: Stump Mitchel (first year). 
4995 record: 1-10. MEAC: 0-6/7th. 

‘Top players: Levi Bavcom, LB; Abert Brady, NG; Otis 
Connon, GB (moved tom WA); Chars Fits, CB; 
Naim Greene, RB; Shane Grfiths, K; Micheal Guy, CB; 
James Hal, LB; Fred Jenkins, SS; Levar Patterson, LB; 
Wilie Thompson, NT. 

Strengths: Ten starters relum from a defense that allowed 
33.9 points per game. Stil, Baucom and Hall ae skiled 
enough to help Morgan State trim that number, 
Weaknesses: The Bears—10-45 combined the past five 
s2asons—ost alot of offense, and that doesnt bode well for 
a team renown for bad defense. Gifts isa good kicker, 
but since the Bears didnt reach the end zone that much, he 
aimost had as many field goals (nine) as extra points (15). 
Outlook: Michel, who stared in the NFL wih the Cardinals, 
has his hands ful tying to resurrect tis program, but he's a 
winner But don’ expect any miracles this season. 
Schedule: Central Sate (at Columbus, Ohio), Aug. 31; 
Bethune-Cookman, Sept. 14; Liberty, Sept. 21; at Cheyney, 
Sept. 28; at South Carolina Stat, Oct. 5; at North Carolina 
AAT, Oc. 19; Delaware State, Oct. 26; at Florida A&M, 
Nov. 2; at Texas Southem, Nov. 9; at Howard, Nov. 16; 
Hampton, Nov. 23. 

Last -AA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: 


:: Bears. Site: Baltimore. 
Text by Neil White. 
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A not-so-nutty decision puts 
Cherry on top at Murray State 


By WENDY SMITH 


The relationship be- 
tween quarterback and 
coach goes much deeper 
at Murray State than it 
does at most schools. 
The bond dates to 
1991, when Houston 
Nutt was an assistant at 
the University of Ar- 
kansas and Mike Cherry 
was a highly touted prep 
quarterback in Tex- 
arkana, Ark. 

Nutt, the Razorbacks’ 
wide receivers coach at 
the time, persuaded 
Cherry—who was being 
pursued by Texas, UCLA, 
Florida, Oklahoma State 
and Arkansas—to cast 
his lot with the home- 
state school. 

Cherry did, redshirt- 
ing his first season in 
Fayetteville and playing 
sparingly as a freshman in § 
1993. Entering his sopho- $ 
more season, he was the 3 
No. 1 quarterback on the § J 
depth chart. 

Meanwhile, the Ar-§ 
kansas coaching staff 
had come to resemble a 
revolving door. Coach 
Jack Crowe was fired the 
day after the Razorbacks lost their '92 open- 
er to The Citadel, and his replacement, Joe 
Kines, was replaced by Danny Ford three 
days after the Razorbacks finished the sea- 
son a disappointing 3-7-1. Two weeks after 
Ford took over, Nutt left to become coach at 
Murray State. 

“Danny Ford came in with an option-type 
attack, and he wanted to move me to tight 
end,” says Cherry, who played little in his two 
seasons at Arkansas. “I always played quar- 
terback; | felt my position was quarterback.” 

Cherry, who had never played another 
position, wanted out. 

“I started to look for somewhere to trans- 
fer,” he says. “I wanted to transfer to a place 
where I could play football again. The first 
place I looked was Murray State. Coach 
Nutt, knowing the type person he was, the 
character he had, the similar things he had 
been through at Arkansas—i knew he 
could relate to what I was looking for. It fit 
me toaT.” 

Like Cherry, Nutt had been a hotshot 
quarterback who began his college career 
at Arkansas. And like Cherry, he trans- 
ferred after two unhappy years, to 
Oklahoma State. 

“A lot of things he did were very similar,” 

Nutt says. “He came out highly recruited. 


We both got into an offense that didn’t fit 
the person, (Cherry is) a thrower. Murray 
is a perfect place for him.” 


156 


a, | 


Mike Cherry followed former Arkansas assistant Houston Nutt to 
Murray State. The move paid off for both last season. 


Together, Nutt and Cherry have helped 
turn the Racers’ program from Ohio Valley 
Conference doormat into one of the best in 
Division I-AA. In the three seasons before 
Nutt's arrival, Murray State was 7-26; in the 
three seasons since, it is 20-13. 

Despite the strong bond between player 
and coach, Cherry had to earn the starting 
job when he arrived at Murray State. 

“He earned the respect from hard work, 
and he was accepted by the players. He 
really played super all year long,” Nutt says. 
“His confidence built and he got better as 
the season went on. 

“His presence is so positive. He likes to 
lead, and they will follow.” 

Murray State gave Cherry something he 
never would have gotten at Arkansas: the 
freedom to fully exhibit his skills as a quar- 
terback. Because of his size, Cherry (64, 
220) is considered a pro prospect. 

“(Nutt) really gave me that freedom,” 
says Cherry, who was 135-0f225 for 2,084 
yards and 16 touchdowns last year. “I was 
Just very fortunate to have had such a good 
season, a good group of guys around me that 
had confidence in my ability to play football.” 

The Racers set a school record for wins 
by going 11-0 last year. Coming on the 
heels of a 5-6 record in 1994, it was the 
biggest turnaround in Division LAA. The 
Racers advanced to the LAA playoffs for the 
first time since 1986. 

Cherry, who earned first-team all-league 
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C___ BRIAN COX, Murray State 
(QB MIKE CHERRY, Murray State 6-4/220 
FB DAVID.McGANN, Murray State 511/190, 
AB WILLIAM MURRELL, E. Kentucky 58/183 
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ANTHONY HUTCH, Murray State 64/275. 
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MICHAEL HOLCEY, Tennessee St. 63235, 
TONY McCOMBS, €. Kenlucly 62/005 
RONNIE MERRITT, Muray Silo 62225 
WILLIAM HAMPTON, Muay State 6-1/175. 
ROBERT TAYLOR, Tenn, Tech 6-085 
GREG KLUND, SE Missour Site 511/170 


CHRIS GUYTON,E Kemucty 69185 Sr 
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K__RYANKELLY, Tennessee Tech 59/180 St. 
P__ BRANDON THOMAS, Made Tenn. 60/190 ur. 
KR__JON RILEY, SE Missouri State __6-2/185 Se 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 
MIKE CHERRY 
OB, Murray State 


DEFENSE: - 
WILLIAM HAMPTON. 
CB, Murray State 


honors, is constantly asked if he is sorry 
about transferring from the high-profile 
Southeastern Conference to the lesser- 
known OVC. 

“My answer is no,” Cherry says. “We 
had an 11-0 season. We won the Ohio Valley 
Conference. 

“Tt was a special time for me. I came here 
looking for several things—to have fun 
playing football again and to win. I outlasted 
my dreams for this season. I couldn’t have 
made a better decision.” ¢ 

Wendy Smith covers Ohio Valley 
Conference football for the Nashville Banner. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Ono VaLLey Team Cuarts 


1, MURRAY STATE 


Coach: Houston Nutt (20-14, 3 years). 
1995 record: 11-1 ((stin first round of playois). OVC: 8-0i1st. 
Top players: Krk Barett, DE; Mike Cherry, QB; Brian Cox, 
; Renardo Hampton, CB; Wiliam Hampton, CB; Anthony 
Hult, DTIDE; Eric Matias, OL; David MoGann, RB; Ronnie 
Merit, LB; Mark Robinson, OT; Reginald Swinton, WR; 
Kenny Thomas, DB; Chris Vaughn, LB, Soph. 
Strengths: The Racers ae riding the momentum of fast 
year’s perfect regular season and figure to repeat as OVG 
champions. Murray retums a talented offensive unit led by 
Cherry and McCann. The Wiliam Hampton-led defense was 
among the best in AA, allowing just 253.3 yards (No. 6 in 
the nation) and 10.4 points (hid bes!) per game, 
Weaknesses: The team must replace talback Derrick 
CCullors, who rushed for a school-record 1,765 yards and 16 
touchdowns, The Racers also have to fil holes vacated by 
three defensive linemen. 
Qutlook: Nutt believes he has bul a championship-caliber 
program, And the Racers hope to prove that last year’s su 
prise season—they were pegged to fish sith in the OVC— 
was no uke. 
Schedule: Western Kentucky, Sept 7; Souther lino, 
Sep, 14 at SE Missour, Sep. 21; Middle Tennessee, Sept. 
28; Austin Peay, Oct. 5; at UT Marin, Oc, 12; al Easter 
been Oct. 19; Tennessee Tech, Nov, 2; at Eastern 

j, Nov. 9; Tennessee Tech, Nov. 16. 
(aattak layoff appearance: 1995. 
Nickname: Racers. Site; Murray, Ky. 


Coach: Roy Kidd 2664-8, 92 year). 
1995 record: 93 (ost fist round of playols), OV 
andyon Brantoy, G; Brit Bowen, 
Daymon Carer, RB; Steve Guiash, DT; Chris Guyton, Fi 

David Hoelscher, DE; Tony McCombs, LB; Willam irs, 
TB; Roc fan, Son Ta, Bobby Wastin, 


Strengths: As always, the Colonels are sold inal phases. 
Meombs, Hoelscher and Guyton lead a defense that 
relumns seven starters. Eastern also has the league's top two 
felurning rushers in Murrell and Carter, who combined for 
‘more than 1,600 yards and 26 touchdowns, 
Weaknesses: Senior quarterback Greg Couch, abit rusty 
aller spending the past two seasons on the bench behind 
Division A transfers, rtums toa stating role. The schedule 
includes five teams that finshed ranked in KAA’ Top 25, 
iitlook: The Colonels wil am for their 17th trip to the play- 
offs in 19 years. They have the advantage of playing defend- 
ing OVC champion Muray State at home, 
Schedule: Troy tate, Sept. 7; at Westem Kentucky, Sept. 14; 
, Sep. 21; Tennessee Tech, Se 25 SE 


Austin Peay, Nov 16; at East lincis, 
Last I-AA playotf appearance: 1995, 
‘Nickname: Colonels, Site: Richmond, Ky. 


3. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


Coach: Boots Donnelly er 17 years). 
1995 record: 7-4, OVC: 6: 
Top plyes: Cros Gat TE Anny Heks, DE: ans 
Joly, OF Andy Massey, G; Antony McCord, GL: Lebian 
MGil, TB; Demetrc Mostiler, WR; Jonathan Quinn, OB; 
Brandon Thomas, P; Reggie Upshaw, DT; Toby Walker, WR; 
is White, LB, J. 
Strengths: The Blue Raiders lost only six seniors from a 
team that finished the season ranked No. 25 in I-AA. Their 
young defense allowed seven o fewer points in five of eight 
league games. Mostier, who averaged 25.2 yards per catch, 
is among the best wide receivers in school history. 
Weaknesses: Brigham Lyons, who comple 1,687 altpur 
pose yards, will be missed. The Raiders would like to 
Improve thir kicking (they managed only seven Fs in'95). 
‘Outlook: Headed for I-A in 1998, the Raiders would like to 
win another OVC tte and make-a run at the LAA crown The 
talent appears to be on hand to make that a possibilty. 
‘Schedule: at Lousiana Tech, Aug. 31; at Tennessee State, Sept 
7; UT Chattanooga, Sept. 14; at Murray State, Sept. 28; at 
<lacksonvile (Ala) State, Oct. 5; Austin Peay, Oc. 12; Ease 
Ker, Oat SE Mes Oc. 26 a UT Mai No 
Eastem linois, Nov, 16; Tennessee Tech, Now 23. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1994. 
Nickname: Blue Raiders. Site: Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


2. EASTERN KENTUCKY 


4. EASTERN ILLINOIS 


Goach: Bob Spoo (52-49-1, 8 years). 

ss recor: (0-2 feet ne ond of payne). Gey: 
A(Tist. 

‘Top players: Chris Brown, CB; LeMont Clark, G; Chis 

Danke, 6: Tam Hes, WA Tavs Huet, OT: Bian 

McGavock, DL; Hashem FS; Chris 


esas C; Gee Wo, Rodney Wison, LB, 
The Panthers return 19 starters from a team that 


which ranked 10th in the nation against the run. 
Weaknesses: Runing back Wille High, who ran for 1,458 
yards last year, and linebacker Tim Carver, the schools all 
time leading tackler, are gone. The Panthers have no quar- 
lerback wha has taken a snap in AA competion. 
Qutlook: Eastanlinos, late ofthe Gateway Conference, 
should make itself at home in the OVC—and could even 
contend forthe league ti in its ist year. 

on 


tin, Sept. 28; Wester Illinois 
iter ile, Oc 13a emeren Tar, Oc St An 
Heeraltrerhar senha phan all cca 


5, SE MISSOURI STATE 


Coach: John Mumford (27-39, 6 years). 
1:56, OVO: 5h, 


y z , including 
Haggerty (an OVCeading 136 tackles last year. The ofen- 
sive line is deep and experienced. 

Weaknesses: The Indians must rebuild ther entre back- 
fel, wih 1,000yard rusher Dione Tyler being the biggest 
Joss, Probable starting quarterback Justin Marini threw only 
20 passes last season. 

‘Outlook: Despite being racked by injuries in 1995, 
‘Southeast managed a fourth-place league finish. A heatier 
unit could mean beter things, but there are too many ques- 
tions offensively to be overly hopeful. 

Schedule: at linois State, Sep. 14; Murray State, Sept. 21; 
‘Austin Peay, Sep. 28; at Easton Kentucky, Oc. 5; at 
Tennessee Tech, Oct 12; at Arkansas Stato, Oc. 19; Middle 
Tennessee, Oc. 25; UT Marin, Nov. 2: Easter lino, Nov. 
9; at Souther linois, Nov. 16; at Tennessee State, Nov 23. 
Last FAA playott appearance: None. 

‘Nickname: Indians. Site: Cape Girardeau, ‘Mo. 


6. UT MARTIN 


Gaus Don lea AE, 0 yea), 


ates trovig or 251 yaad 17 cds eckson 
and Harts combined for 116 receptions. 

Weaknesses: UT Martin must develop @ runing game 
(Jackson's 466 yards led the team in 95) to complement its 
passing. Defensively, the Skyhawks need to replace three 
secondary starters and thei op lineman, Brad Godwin. 
Outiook: After a promising start last season, UT Martin 
<ropped four consecutive games i the late going. The 


Slate, Oct. 12; at Tennessee Sal, Oct. 19; Eastern Kentucky, 
(Oct 26; SE Missouri, Nov. 2; Midle Tennessee, Nov. 9; at 
Blokes Nee xem Eo eZ 


7. TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: LC. Gol fst yea) 
1985 record: 


it ian Davis, OB; Ryan 
Fak, LB itl Groen, CB lsick tte TB; Michael 
Holoey, LBIDE; Jerome Hurd, WR; Thomas Jackson, LB; 
Lamarr Wallace, FB; Robey Wiliams, QB, Jr. 

Strengths: Cole, assistant head coach atthe University of 
Cincinnati lst season, brings an upbeat, disciplined 
approach toa team that hit rock bottom @ year ago, Five 
starters, ed by the formidable Holey, retum toa dafense 
that was better than the number it put up, Hurd (53 recap 
tions, six TDs) and Hillery (644 yards rushing as a freshman) 
are offensive right spots. 

‘Weaknesses: The Tigers' rosters made up largely of tresh- 
‘men and sophomores. State was its own worst enemy ast 
season, tuming the ball over a league-high 38 times. 
Outlook: Don't expect a miracle, but Cole wil have his 
charges puting forth a strong effort. Anything close to a 500 
‘season would be a monumental ist step fora team with 


Jackson Sal at Memphis), Sep. 14 Souter alana 
Sepl. 28; Lane, Oct. 5 UT Matin, Oct. 19; Austin Peay, Oct 

26; al Easter Kentucky, Nov. 2; at Tennessee Tech, Nov 9; at 
Murray Stal, Nov. 16; SE Missouri, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1988, 

‘Nickname: Tigers. Site: Nast, Tenn, 


8. TENNESSEE TECH 


‘Coach: Mike Hennigan (first year). 
1995 record: 3-8. OVC: 2-6/T6. 


Top ln: eh Cn 0 ay Ci al 

ay yO ; 
Ns Pan De ‘QB; Dernond Stone, WR; 
ronwt ora 8. 


een Eight starters return to a traditionally strong 
unit that had an off year in 1995, Taylor is fifth in 
seta Hey vat 8 arcseons ‘Thwee starters are back 
fo anchor the offensive line. 

Weaknesses: The Golden Eagles must replace tallback 
Michael Penix, their No. 2 career rusher. Tech also lost its 
top four receivers and the team's leading tackle, 
Outlook: Former assistant Hennigan has brought in several 
new assistants and a new atftude. Improvement is expected 
‘over last year, but any gains probably won't be dramatic. 
Schedule: al Appaleonan State, Sept. 7; Samford, Sep 2; 
at Eastem Kentucky, Sepl. 28; UT Martin, Oct. 
Missouri, Oct. 12; at Austin Peay, Oct. 19; East lok, 
‘Oct. 26; at Murray State, Nov. 2; Tennessee State, Nov. 9; at 
inois State, Nov. 16; al Middle Tennessee, Nov. 23, 

Last -AA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Golden Eagles. Site: Cookeville, Tenn, 


9. AUSTIN PEAY 


Coach: Roy Gregory (16-89, 5 yeas). 

1995 record: 38, OVC: 2-6/Tth, 

“Top players: Jacob Dickson, FB; Charles Hall, RB; Philip 
Hancock, ILB; Seve Haywood, G; Chis Horton, RB; Michael 
Hudson, OT; Bobby Montgomery, DT; Carlos Payne, DE; 
‘Alonzo Porter, TE; Gary Williams, WR; Thomas Williams, 
NB, Jr. 


Strengths: Gregory has 10 starters retuming on offense, 
including Gary Wiliams (51 catches last year). The 
Governors also return thet top two inebackers, Hancock 
and Thomas Wiliams, both of whom had more than 100, 
tackles in'95. 
Weaknesses: Austin Peay lst seven starters on defense, 
‘most notably four in the secondary. The Governors need a 
uarerback to emerge, too. 
‘Outlook: Gregory is taking a ge-tough approach to the sea 
son. He staking over contol ofa defense that allowed 392 
yards and 31 points per game in'95, The offense, which 
fumed the ball over 31 times, shoud be much improved. 
‘Schedule: at Arkansas State, Sep. 7; at Samiord, Sept. 14; 
Wester Kentucky, Sept. 21; at Southeast Missour Stale, 
‘Sept. 28; at Muray State, Oct. 5; l Middle Tennessee, Oct 
12; Tennessee Tech, Oct. 19; al Tennessee State, Oct, 26; 
Eastem Iliois, Nov. 2; Easter Kentucky, Nov. 16; UT 
Mart, Nov. 23. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Governors. Site: Clarksville, Tenn, 

Text by Wendy Smith. 
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OHIO VALLEY 


PATRIOT 


Lehigh’s Abdullah comes through 
for his coach, on and off the field 


By BILL DOYLE 


Lehigh running back Rabih Abdullah 
may be the only college football player who 
has a coach as a teammate. 

Kevin Higgins is his football coach and 
his intramural basketball teammate, On 
both teams, Higgins’ goal is the same—get 
the ball to Abdullah, 

‘That strategy has paid off with three con- 
secutive titles—back-to-back intramural 
crowns on the basketball court in 1995 and 
96 and a Patriot League football champi- 
onship last season. 

Abdullah led the league in scoring and 
rushing for the 8:3 Engineers last season. 
He rushed for a school-record 1,536 yards, 
and his 189.6 yards per game ranked ninth 
in Division LAA. 

Last fall, Higgins wanted a more bal- 
anced offensive attack and Abdullah (6-1, 
210) was the answer, “We worked hard on 
finding ways of getting the ball in Rabih’s 
hands,” Higgins says, “not only running but 
catching as well.” 

Abdullah had 42 receptions and his ver- 
satility produced a number of highlights: 

© In a 34-23 victory over Cornell, he 
rushed for 266 yards and a school-record 
five touchdowns. 

* He scored the winning touchdown on a 
65-yard screen pass in a 30-23 victory over 
Bucknell. 

© Against Holy Cross, Abdullah gained 
250 total yards (193 rushing, 57 receiving) 
as Lehigh cruised, 51-21. 

* In the last game of the season, 
Abdullah rushed for 223 yards as Lehigh 
defeated rival Lafayette, 37-30, in double 
overtime to clinch the league title. 

And then, of course, came basketball. 
Higgins and Abdullah played together 
again this past spring, winning another 
intramural championship. After Abdullah’s 
sophomore season, in which he rushed for 
915 yards, Higgins made the running back 
his first pick for his basketball team, 

“T wanted to continue to get him in a 
competitive mode in the offseason,” 
Higgins says, “so that he could continue 
that way when the season began.” 

Abdullah was the team’s shooting guard 
and best player, while Higgins played point 
guard. “It was fun,” Abdullah says. “We 
have a good relationship. When he plays, 
he's like a coach. You can’t take the coach 
out of him,” 

Abdullah was known more for basketball 
than football at Abraham Clark High School 
in Roselle, N.J. He was an all-league basket- 
ball player and played more linebacker than 
running back. Higgins didn’t see Abdullah 
play football in person, but he did see him 
play basketball in his senior season. 

“There was a loose ball under the bas- 
ket,” says Higgins, a former high school 
basketball coach. “Four guys were going 
down for the ball. Rabih went down, picked 
it up and from a squatting pelea "explod- 
ed up and jammed it.” 


Rabih Abdullah has helped his teams win the 
Patriot title—and two intramural basketball crowns, 


Higgins also saw Abdullah pin a layup 
against the backboard from behind by 
catching an opponent who was five yards. 
ahead of him 

“T saw those two plays and I was con- 
vinced he had a chance to excel at our level 
just on pure athleticism,” Higgins said. 

Abdullah didn’t think he would make it as 
a 6-1 small forward, so he went to Lehigh to 
play football. He didn’t play as a freshman, 
but Higgins named Abdullah the starter 
three days before the 94 season opener. 

“I'm very surprised,” Abdullah says. “I 
never thought I could play another sport 
besides basketball. My friends back home 
always tell me I should have played basket- 
ball, but I wouldn't trade playing football for 
anything. I'm having too much fun.” 

Abdullah doesn't have great speed, so he 
relies more on his leg strength. He devel- 


oped his strength by jogging over South : 


Mountain, which separates Lehigh’s 
Bethlehem, Pa., campus and the athletic 
facilities. He started the regime the sum- 
mer before his junior year. Four times a 
week, he would jog the three miles over the 
mountain in the mid-morning heat from the 
campus to the track—where he would run 
some more, 

In'96, Abdullah will be a marked man. Last 
fall, opponents couldn't key on him because of 
teammates Bob Aylsworth, the league's top- 
rated quarterback, and Brian Klingerman, 
who had 77 receptions for 1,040 yards, 

“Many times his successful runs (in ’95) 
were when we spread teams out and (oppo- 
nents) removed a linebacker so they could 
defend against thé pass,” Higgins says. 
“Rabih had one less guy to beat and I think 
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PREDICTION 


‘ALL-PATRIOT TEAM. 


| DAVID STREETER: 
LB, Holy Gross 


that meant a lot.” 

Aylsworth and Klingerman have gradu- 
ated, leaving Abdullah—who needs 738 
yards to become Lehigh’s career rushing 
Jeader—to carry the load, 

“Our concern this year is if we're not 
able to throw the ball, is he going to run the 
ball as effectively as last year? That remains 
to be seen,” Higgins says. “He's still just 
learning the game. I think Rabih will con- 
tinue to get better. His best days are heat 
of him.” 

Bill Doyle covers Holy Cross football for fe 
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram & Gazette. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


1. LEHIGH 


Coach: Kevin Higgins (13-84, 2 years). 

1995 record: 8-3. Patriot: 5-01st. 

Top players: Rabin Abdullah, RB; Brian Bartell, OT; 
Deron Braswell, WR; Aaron Brown, QB; Lance Eckenrode, 
LB; Erie Johnson, DL; Nick Martuec, DL; Curis May, CB; 
David Mere, DL; David Meurer, TE; Mark Miller, DB; 
Tahir Rivers, CB; Jason Streeter, WR; David Sunderand, 
DL; Ben Talbot, P; Doug Yates, G. 

Strengths: The ski postions. Abdullah not only led the 
Jeague with 1,536 yards rushing, but he's one of four 
Teluming Engineers who caught at least 30 passes a year 
‘ago. Nine starters retum on defense, including leading 
{tackler Eckenrode, 

Weaknesses: The pass rush was neatly non-existent in 
Bethelem last fal (only 14 sacks). Lehigh also allowed 246 
yards rushing per game, next to last in the league. 
‘Outlook: Wit five tough road games, the Engineers 
could have a better team than last year but not match 
their 83 record. Their home game against Bucknell could 
decide the league title, Last year, Lehigh scored twice in 
the fourth quarter on the road to hand the Bison its sole 
league loss, 30-23, 

Schedule: at Delaware, Sept. 7; Fordham, Sept. 14; 
Butfalo, Sept. 21; Dartmouth, Sept. 28; at Princeton, Oct. 
5; al Naw Hampshire, Oct. 12; at Pennsylvania, Oct. 19; 
Bucknell, Nov. 2; at Holy Gross, Nov. 9; Colgate, Nov. 16; 
at Lafayette, Nov, 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1979. 

Nickname: Engineers. Site: Bethlehem, Pa, 


2. BUCKNELL 


Coach: Tom Gadd (7-4, 1 year) 
4995 record: 7-4, Patot 4-1/2nd. 
Top players: Hunter Adams, DE; Jack Boyle, 8S; Jim Fox, 
QB; Michael Haggerty, LB; Wilie Hil, LB; Rich Lemon, T 
Brandon Lite, LB; Rich Miler, P/K; Mariusz Misiec, OT; ji 
Perkins, WR. 

Strengths: The ent offensive backild returns, Lemon 
has run for nearly 2,800 yards the past two years, and Fox 
threw for2,199 yards and 10 touchdowns las fall with only 
‘one interception in his last five games. The secondary is 
dep, talented and experienced. 

‘Weaknesses: Seven defensive starters return, but the 
Bison must replace end Ed Burman, the league's defensive 
player ofthe year, and leading tackler Rob Bird, a line 
backer. Graduation depleted the receiving corps and offen- 
sive line. 

‘Outlook: I the inexperienced receivers and offensive line 
‘can mature quickly enough fr the Bison to establish a 
passing game to take some ofthe pressure off Lemon, 
Bucknell could win eight games forthe first ime since the 
4951 team went 9-0. Sever ofthe team’s 11 games are at 
home, but key league contests against Lehigh and 
Lafayette will be on the road, 

Schedule: Towson State, Sept. 14; Wiliam & Mary, Sept 
farvard, Sept. 28; Pennsylvania, Oct. 5; at Yale, Oct 
rinceton, Oct. 19; at Holy Cross, Oct. 26; at Lehigh, 
Nov. 2; at Lafayette, Nov, 9; Fordham, Nov. 16; Colgate, 
Nov. 23, 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Bison. Site; Lewisburg, Pa. 


3. LAFAYETTE 


|: 4-6-4, Patt: 3-23rd, 

layers: Dan Bengele, LB; Tadi Chattman, CB; B.J. 
Galls, SS; Craig Hansen, DE; Shawn McHale, OB; Quincy 
Mille, SE; Leonard Moore, TB; Mark Sessanta, DE; Todd 
Stahlnecker, FB; Jay Urban, LB. 
Strengths: The entre offensive backfield and all the wide 
receivers retum. McHale has a pair of 1,700-yard passing 
seasons and 20 touchdowns on his resume. After Moore 
recovered from an ankle injury, he ran for 582 yards and 
seven touchdowns in Lafayette’ five league games fo eam 
the league's rookie ofthe year award. 
Weaknesses: Despite Moore's individual success, the 
Leopards averaged a league-worst 2.9 yards per rush. The 
offensive line will have two new tackles, Seven starters 


Coach: Bil Russo (88-70-4, 15 years; 103-85-4 overal, 18 


BUCKNELL UNVERSITY 


Patriot TEAM CHARTS 


Senior tailback Rich Lemon t has gained almost 2,800 yards 


combined the past two seasons for Bucknell. 
‘eturn on delense, but the team's top two tacklers are 


gone. 
‘Outlook: Russo doesn't mind that his Leopards have been 
picked to finish thr in the league. He reshes the under- 
dog role, Lafayette has talent but lacks the superstar-al- 
iber player Lehigh and Bucknell have 

Schedule: Milervile, Sept. 14; Northeastem, Sept. 21; 
‘Comell, Sept 28; at Harvard, Oct. 5; at Fordham, Oct. 12; 
at Columbia, Oct. 19; at Colgate, Oct. 25; at Army, Nov. 2; 
Bucknell, Nov. 9; Holy Cross, Nov. 16; Lehigh, Nov. 23 
Last AA playoff appearance: None, 

Nickname: Leopards, Site: Easton, Pa 


4. FORDHAM 


Coach: Nick Quartaro (4-17-1, 2 years) 
1995 record: 4-6-1, Patriot: 23/4. 
Top players: Cory Bailey, C; Car Barbera, DT; Tim 

LB; Mark Bourke, OL; Barry Cantrell, P; Jim 
Ciarlante, LB; Pat Destro, DB; Lary Leith, WAVKR; Dan 
Madine, QB; Jon Nelson, TE; Jack Pieracn, LB; Andre 
Robinson, RB; Kevin Szocik, OB. 
‘Strengths: Leith (3 catches, 461 yards) leads an experi- 
enced, talented receiving comps. Al three linebackers 
return, including Pieracini and Baumgardner, both second- 
team al-eague picks in'95. Barbera isthe league's top 
returning sacker (2.5). 
Weaknesses: With three-year starter Joe Moorhead grad 
uated, the quarterback position lacks experience. Szocik, a 
senior, is more athletic, bt Madine, a sophomore, i a bet- 
ter passer. Neither the offensive line nor running backs 
have much experience ether. Robinson's 163 yards leads 
all retuming runners. 
Outlook: Ths time a year ago, the Rams were coming off 
20-11 season, Now they have realistic aspirations of a 
Winning record. Their four wins last season equaled their 
Victory total ofthe previous four years combined. They won 
as many league games (two) as their previous five years in 
the Patriot League. 
Schedule: at Lehigh, Sept. 14; at Vilanova, Sept. 21; 
Columbia, Sept. 28; at ce Oct 5; Lafayette, Oct 
12; at Brown, Oct. 8; Georgetown, Oct. 26; Holy Cross, 
Ne 2: Cob Not Bodo Now. 16 
Last FAA playoff appearance: None 
Nickname: Rams. Site: Bronx, NY. 


5. HOLY CROSS 


Coach: Dan Alen (frst yea 
1995 record: 2-9, Patio: 1-4/5th, 
Top players: Bobby Andrews, TE; 
Dominic Blue, DT; Dan Boland, QB; 
Mike Chapman, OL; Brian Hopkins, WR; 
Jeff Laboranti, WR; John Myers, WR; 
Rob Sanchez, RB; David Streeter, LB; 
Robert Sewell, CB; Chad Vaughn, Wi 
Mike Zimirowsti,G. 

Strengths: The Crusaders expect to 
throw the ball more under new coach 
Allen, and they have the receivers to 
catch it: Hopkins (45 catches, 639 
yards, five touchdowns) leads a trio of 
{talented junior wide receivers. Vaughn, 
‘@ senior, showed promise after he 
switched from quarterback late last sea- 
sson. Andrews hauled in 24 passes. 
Zimirowsk leads a big, strong offensive 
ling, Streeter led the league in tackles 
(159) last fll. 

Weaknesses: The Crusaders must put 
more pressure on the passer. Given 
plenty of time to throw, enemy quarter- 
‘backs threw for 20 touchdowns and 
were intercepted only twice last sea- 
‘son. Holy Cross was last in the league 
in total defense and was plagued by 
missed tackles all year 

Outlook: In Allen's variation of the run- 
and-shoot, the Crusaders should be 
more exciting to watch, It remains to 
be seen if they will have more victo- 
ries. It all depends on the defense. 
‘Schedule: Massachusetts, Sept. 14; at 
Colgate, Sept. 21; at Princeton, Sept. 
28; Columbia, Oct. 5; Dartmouth, Oct. 12; Harvard, Oct 
19; Bucknell, Oct. 26; at Fordham, Nov. 2; Lehigh, Nov 
9; at Lafayette, Nov. 16; at Georgetown, Nov. 23. 

Last AA playoff appesrance: 1983, 

Nickname: Crusaders. Site: Worcester, Mass. 


6. COLGATE 


Coach: Dick Biddle (frst yea). 

1995 record: 0-1, Patriot: 0-560, 

‘Top players: Marcus Cameron, CB; Anthony Caravetta, 
‘TB; Matt Domyanci, LB; Jack Durkin, OL; Corey Hil, WR 
Derik Liberatore, DT; Mark Lindell, i, 
Osieck, K/P; Jamal Patterson, CB; Daymon Smith, RB; 
‘Adam Sofran, LB; Chris Young, TE. 

Strengths: The Red Raiders wil be experienced as18 
starters return, but a few have switched positions. 
Patterson, the team's second:leading rusher, was moved to 
ccomerback. Young, who started seven games at line- 
backer, is now a tight end, Lindell isa two-year starter at 
‘quarterback: Smith led the team in rushing last season 
ater missing the previous year with a knee injury. 
‘Weaknesses: Colgate lacks depth at just about every posi 
tion, so injures willbe a problem. The Red Raiders scored 
the fewest points in the league (12.2 per game average), 
gave up the most (83.4) and ost a league-high 17 fumbles. 
Is litte wonder they posted their fist winless season in 
105 years of football. 

Outlook: One of the frst things Biddle did after he 
was promoted from running backs coach was talk for- 
mer Colgate coach and athletic director Fred Dunlap 
out of retirement. With Dunlap, 68, as offensive coor- 
dinator, Colgate figures to have a more balanced 
offense than the run-oriented attack of former coach 
Ed Sweeney. Colgate should be much more competi- 
tive in league games. 

‘Schedule: at Richmond, Sept 7; Buffalo, Sept. 14; Holy 
Gross, Sept. 21; at Pennsylvania, Sept. 28; Brown, Oct. 5; 
at Towson State, Oct. 12; at Corel, Oct. 19; Lafayette, 
(Oct. 26; at Fordham, Nov. 9; at Lehigh, Nov. 
Bucknell, Nov. 23 

Last I-AA playotf appearance: 1983. 
Nickname: Red Raiders. Site: Hamiton, NY. 


Test by Bill Doyle. 
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Keydets RB Haskins has excelled 
after taking ‘road less-traveled’ 


By ABE HARDESTY 


Even in his fourth year at Virginia 
Military Institute, Thomas Haskins keeps 
missing opportunities to elude chores. 

“At this point, he could slough off of some 
guard duty or marching in parades just by 
saying, ‘Tm Thomas Haskins,’ “ VMI coach 
Bill Stewart says. “But he doesn't try to get 
out of anything. He does it all. Every day. He’s 
the first guy on the practice field and the last 
to leave. ... He’s a relentless overachiever." 

Haskins indeed qualifies as a coach's 
dream. Already the holder of every major 
rushing record in school history, Haskins 
remains so active on the practice field that 
the usually demanding Stewart frequently 
orders him to sit out some of the drills. 
While stars on many campuses try to elude 
spring drills, Haskins competes in every 
one—and runs on VMI's indoor and out- 
door track teams at the same time. In each 
of the past two years, he has competed in 
the conference track championships in the 
morning and played in a spring scrimmage 
later in the day. 

“He's the damnedest team player I've 
ever been around,” Stewart says. “He’s the 
ultimate team man. ... But, honestly, he’s a 
better person than he is a player.” 

Despite the limits of his 5-8, 172-pound 
frame—and VMI’s uphill climb in the 
Southern Conference—Haskins has been 
a remarkably consistent and durable play- 
er since Stewart arrived two years ago and 
made him the tailback in the Keydets’ 
power-I offense. Haskins rushed for 1,548 
yards last season against a schedule 
deemed eighth-toughest in Division LAA 
by the NCAA. That performance pushed 
his career totals to 3,651 rushing yards 
and 5,373 all-purpose yards, both the most 
in the history of the nation’s smallest 
Division I football school. 

Haskins came to VMI for financial rea- 
sons—it was the only “full ride” he 
received as a 145-pound prospect four 
years ago out of Fork Union (Va.) Military 
Academy. Since then, he has become 
somewhat of a goodwill ambassador for 
the military life as well as an inspiration 
for the “little guys” trying to make it in 
Division I football. 

“Twas like any other high school guy: 
I needed lot of maturity, as far as looking 
down the road,” Haskins says. “I’m still 
trying to grow into that ‘man’ thing, but 
I know that the structured life has 
helped me. 

“VMI is a road less-traveled. So far, tak- 
ing it has paid off for me.” 

Haskins is majoring in international stud- 
ies. He hopes to use it—and his ability to 
speak three languages fluently—to eventual- 
ly land a job with the CIA. More immediate- 
ly, he wants to get the Keydets to the top of 
the Southern Conference standings, a place 
they haven't been in nearly two decades. 

Haskins’ ability to run with the football is 
unquestioned. He ran for a league-high 266 
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Thomas Haskins makes up for his lack of size by 
being a “relentless overachiever,” says his coach, 


yards against UT-Chattanooga last season 
and for 200 yards in 32 rugged carries 
against an Appalachian State team that 
owned the league's best defense. Catching 
the ball is on the agenda for 1996, 

“This year, I hope to show I can catch the 
ball,” Haskins says. “I think Coach Stewart 
does a great job of utilizing my ability, and 
we worked a lot in the spring on using me 
as a receiver.” 

Haskins, who had some partial-scholar- 
ship offers as a prospective wide receiver, 
should have no trouble adding receiving to 
his arsenal. 

“He has soft hands; you never hear the 
ball hit his hands,” Stewart says. “And 
we've got a better chance to win if we get 
him the ball more.” 

Like his VMI team, whose 47 mark 
included four losses to teams ranked in the 
LAA Top 20 last fall, Haskins is an old hand 
at facing bigger opponents. He started in 
the backfield at Richmond (Va.) High 
Springs High at 135 pounds and is still a 
compact 172. 

“Ive always been small. What keeps me 
going is doubters,” Haskins says. “The 
heart is where it’s at—it’s the only size 
that matters.” 
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Pos. ‘School HUM. 
K ‘SUTTON, St__ $1 
P___ KEN HINSLEY, 


‘OFFENSE: _ 
‘THOMAS HASKINS 
RB, VMI 


Haskins has bench-pressed 225 pounds 13 
times. He runs the 40 in 4.43 seconds and the 
200 meters in 23 flat. Before he seeks that 
CIA job, he'd love to work in the NFL. 

“It's not something I'm working for now, 
but it’s something all players like to think 
about trying some day,” Haskins says. “If I 
do go to the combine, I know I have to be 
eye-opening in the 40 or the weights. When 
you're small, it’s a matter of what extra you 
have. Coach Stewart put it that way, and I 
believe it. And I believe with hard work I 
can get that something extra.” o 

Abe Hardesty covers the Southern 
Conference for the Greenville (S.C.) News. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


SOUTHERN TEAM CHARTS 


1. APPALACHIAN STATE 


‘Coach: Jeny Moore (55-29, 7 ' overall, 14 years). 


yeas e272 
1995 record: 12-1 (including 1-1 in FAA playotis). 
Souther: 8-0/tst. 


Sin ard Hardy, obama Set, 
FB; Jay Suton, K; Jeff Nolen Te 
‘Strengths: Coakley and DiBemardo form the nucieus of an 
agoressive defense, The defense gets additional help from 
‘Guinn, one ofthe league's top punters. The offensive line, 
bul around Groover and Kadlub, is experienced, effcient 
and assertive, ASU led the league in nshing last year and 
easily could again with al-eequer Scot 
Weaknesses: A new quarterback must be found. Sippery 
cption man Hardy i most ikely to be the one. His running 
ability would add a dimension to the offense tat his prede- 
cessor, Scott Satterfield, could not. 
Outlook: As Hardy gains experience and Scott continues to 
improve, ASU wil have a potent ball-control offense fo go 
with its rugged defense, That puts another league tte and 
playoff berth within reach. 
‘Schedule: at Wake Forest, Aug. 2; Tennessee Tech, Sep. 
7; at Easter Kentucky, Sep. 14; The Citadel, Sept. 28; at 
East Tennessee State, Oct 5; Furman, Oct. 12; 
Southem, Oct, 19; Marshal, Oct. 26; at UT 
Nov. 2; at Western Carolina, Nov. 16; VMI, Nov, 23. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1995. 
Nickname: Mountaineers, Site: Boone, N.C, 


2. MARSHALL 


‘Coach: Bob Pruett (first year). 
1995 record: 12-3 (lost in IAA fina). Southem: 7-1/2nd. 


‘ory, “erguson, G;| 
yon, DT Me, WE Lay Mei Chad 


Pennington, OB; Scott Smythe, SS; Jermaine Wiggins, TE. 
Strengths: Ten defensive stares return, the best being 
Lyon, Cohen and Cunningham. Most ofthe offensive ing- 
leaders are back as wel, including Ferguson a three-time 
allconference guard. 

Weaknesses: Thate ae transition questions as the §3- 
year-old Pruet, former Herd player who had been defen- 
Sve coordinator at Florida the past two years, steps in for 
‘Marshal final yearn Division FAA. His only signicant 
remodeling jo is along the offensive Ene, where three 
starters must be replaced. 

Outlook: With plenty of speed and a wealth of playa expe- 
iano, the Herd potentially could play forthe FAA ite on its 
home fed forthe second consecutive year. 

Schedule: Howard, Sep. 7; West Virginia State, Sept. 14; 
at Georgia Southem, Sept. 21; Western Kentucky, Sept. 28; 
UT Chattanooga, Oct. 5; at VMI, Oct. 12; Westem Carolina, 
(Oct 19; at Appalachian State, Oct, 26; The Citadel, Nov. 2; 
at East Tennessee State, Nov. ¢; Furman, Nov. 16. 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: 1995. 

‘Nickname: Thundering Herd. Site: Huntington, W.Va. 


3. FURMAN 


‘Top players: Branitf Bonaventure, QB; Luther Broughton, 
TE; Josh Cole, WR; Mark Moore, TB; Jeremy Osbome, FS; 
Orlando Ruff, LB; Bernard Scott, OLB; Jay Thier, LB. 
Strengths: A balanced offense, anchored by Bonaventure 
and Broughton, Moore rushed for 937 yards last season and 
should be beter as a unio. A defense that had 10 new 
starters a year ago has all 11 starters back this year. 
‘Weaknesses: Furman’s overall team speed isn’t on par 
with Marshall and Appalachian State, and that mits 
defense that had only 18 takeaways and 11 sacks in '95. 
The kicking game could be a problem. 

Outlook: After going 3-8 and 6-5 the past two years, 
Johnson clearly has Furman on the rise. Arepeat of last 
year's surprising third-place league finish s within reach, 
and a playoff opportunity is an auiside possibilty, especially 
ifthe Paladins can surive opening games against Clemson 
and South Carolina State without significant injures. 
‘Schedule: at Clemson, Sept. 7; South Carolina State, Sept. 
14; Wolford, Sept. 21; at VMI, Sept. 28; Westem Carolina, 
‘Oct. 5; at Appalachian State, Oct. 12; The Citadel, Oct. 19; 
at East Tennessee State, Oct 25; Georgia Southem, Nov. 9 
at Marshall, Nov. 16; UT Chattanooga, Nov. 23. 

Last AA playoff arance: 1990, 

Nickname: Paladins. Site: Greenville, S.C, 


4. GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


7. WESTERN CAROLINA 


‘Coach: Frank Ellwood frst year). 
1995 record: 9-4 (including 1-1 in playoffs). Souther: 


Pe ee re ene ae a 
Glover 


‘Chad Nighbert, 
Reeves, Wesson GS Lamy Rogers, LB; 
Roderick Russel, FB; Damien Tanner, OLB; Exc Thigpen, 
FS; Edvard Thomas, DE. 
Strengths: Seven slates retum on a defense that forced a 


agar ctr ot ace ss 
Aah ast oy Sat eA 


‘around ie 
Cost Tim Stowers his job despite a 51-23 recordin sx years 
25 coach. Elwood was appointed a the tea interim 


Liberty, Nov. 16. 
1995. 


5. EAST TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: be Cara 2h fess 20 10 years). 
1995 record: 4-7. Souther: 


Top players: B.). 
Eason, OT; Brian Edwards, TB; Mario Hankerson, LB; Greg 
isan, WE Lanes sal DE; Gg Ryan, Be 


: Liberty, Aug. 29; at East Carolina, Sept. 7; West 
Virginia State, Sept. 14; ‘VMI, , Sept. 21.; at Wester 
26; ‘Stato, Oct 5; at The 


DTM Coley, DE; Key 
Cook Li; Bian Gia, 0G; Mas Grit, FL; reg Hari, 
TE; Thomas Haskins, TB; Al Lester, OB; Mike Rogers, LB; 
Jack Smith, C; Bily Thomas, DT. 

‘Strengths: Haskins and Lester lead a veteran ofense that 
ranked as the schools best 95. Cook and three-year 
sartng linemen Braxton and Thomas are among 19 ltter- 
‘men retuing on defense. 

Weaknesses: A lack of team speed always is a problem, one 
teason the defense was the league's most porous 


demancing schedule, Even if the Keydets dont post he 
‘schoo''s first winning record in 15 years, this should be 
\MIs most competve team in along time. 
‘Schedule: Mississippi (at Jackson, Miss), Sept. 7; at 
William & Mary, Sept. 14; at East Tennessee State, Sept. 
ree oi 
Marshal, Oct. 12; 


ase See Hog (27-8, yea) 
1995 record: 3-7. Southam: 26/77 

‘Top players: Dan Best, DT; Donnell Brinson, CB; Jimmy 
Bute, OT; Eton Clawson, LB; Robb Haris, FS; Ken 
Hinsley, KP; Kawasak Penn, TE; Ben Richardson, LB; 
Brian Roseboro, NG; Alex Sprinkle, G; Terene Stokes, TB. 
Strengths: Brinson and Haris are the leaders ofa quick, 
experienced secondary, and th jne and lnebacking look 
sold. As a feshman last year, Hinsley ranked among the 
league's best in both punting and kick-scorng. 
‘Weaknesses: Even witha veteran ofensive lng, the 
(Catamounts were unable to run ast year and were the 
league's worst a converting hid downs. The line is uestion- 
abl again, and the receivers dont have much experience. 
Outlook: Afer winning 15 league games in the previous 
three seasons, Hodgin endured his fist disappointing sea- 
son in Cullowhee last year, when a senior laden team lost 
i ofits last seven games. Breaking in anew quarterback 
and rebuilding the offensive ine coud take more than one 


season. 
‘Schedule: at Liberty, Sept. 7; Wofford, Sept. 14; at The 
Citadel, Sep. 21; East Tennessee State, Sep. 28; at 
Furman, Oct. 6; Georgia Southern, Oct 12; a Marshall, 
Oct. 18; UT Chattanooga, Oct. 26; at VMI, Nov. 2; Elon, 
‘Nov. 9; Appalachian State, Nov. 16. 

Last AA playoff appearance: 1989. 

Nickname: Catamounts. Site: Culowhee, N.C, 


8. UT CHATTANOOGA 


Coach: Busy Green (7-15, 2 years). 
4995 record: 47. Southern: 2-877, 

Top players: Keith Blanks, DT; Tyrone Coleman, 
Frahn D’Anjou, TB; Ron Faugue, FS; Jeff Gadd, OL; Ricco 
Hall, LB; Von Hill, WR; Brian Hampton, QB; Dee Parker, 
TE Jeff Peters, OB. 

‘Strengths: Peters led the league in passing efficiency last 
year. The most help he may receive in 1996 could come 
from the defense, where seven stares ret. 
‘Weaknesses: The skil-position players surrounding Peters 
tack experience. The Moccasins, somehow, have fo replace 
‘wo receivers who combined for 87 receptions and their 
teamleading rusher. 

‘Outlook: Te ‘Moccasins were surprisingly efficient with the 
ball last year, scoring at least two touchdowns against every 
fog except Aubum and ranking fourth in the league in total 
offense. Similar production, along with a more seasoned 
defense, is needed this yaar 

‘Schedule: at Colorado State, Aug. 31; at Middle Tennessee, 
Sept. 14; Mississippi Valley, Sept. 21; Georgia Souther, 
Sept. 28; at Marshal, Oct. 5; VMI, Oc. 19; at Wester 
Carolina, Oct.26; Appalachian State, Nov. 2; at The Citadel, 
Nov. 9; East Tennessee State, Nov. 16; at Furman, Nov, 23, 
Last LAA playoff appearance: 1984. 

‘Nickname: Moccasins. Site: Chattanooga, Tenn. 


9. THE CITADEL 


Coach: Charlie Teafle (65-47-1, 9 years) 
1995 record: 2-2, Souther: 0-8'9th, 

‘Top players: Soot Belcher, LB; Derek Bares, G; Kenny 
{ore Se Derk Caos Ate Gi SS, Cre 
Harris, CB; Garrick Haliwanger, RB; Lorenzo Jackson, LB; 
‘Shawn Lyons, C; Stanley Myers, QB, 

‘Strengths: A defence that was competitive last year retums 
largely intact. Belcher and Gist are dependable. Myers 
should emerge as a productive option quarterback after run- 
ring for 859 yards as a freshmen. Haliwanger, atop basé- 
ball prospect, isa dependable runner with receiving abt. 
Weaknesses: The wishbone sputtered alot last year, mak- 
ing the lack ofa passing game all the more apparent. The 
fang game was olen wor, snd ac of 
ness on defense made 


‘one season after The Citadel set LAA rushing records. That 
breeds hope for a tumaround, but i's unikely to be immediate. 
Schedule: at Miami (Fla), Sept. 7; Richmond, Sept. 14; 
Westen Carolina, Sept. 21; at Appalachian State, Sept. 28; 
East Tennessee State, Oct. 12; a! Furman, Oct. 19; Georgia, 
Southern, Oct. 26; at Marshall, Nov. 2; UT Chattanooga, 
Nov. 9; at VII, Nov. 16; Wofford, Nov. 23. 
Last AA playoff appearance: 1992. 
Nickname: Bulldogs. Site: Charleston, S.C. 

Text by Abe Hardesty. 
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McNeese’s ‘difference-maker’ 
| ready to again lead by example 


By CARL DUBOIS 


Starting over doesn’t have to be painful, 
Indeed, as McNeese State's Zack Bronson 
has demonstrated, you can even inflict a lit- 
tle hurt of your own. 

Bronson, a senior free safety, is one of 
only three defensive starters returning 
from the Cowboys’ 1995 team, whose 13-1 
record was the best in school history. But 
as Bronson proved three years ago, num- 
bers don't tell the whole story. 

When the Cowboys opened their 1993 
season, Bronson was one of six new 
starters on defense, and coaches and team- 
mates wanted to see how a redshirt fresh- 
man would perform as a key operative in 
McNeese State’s 42-5 defense. Northern 
Towa was wondering, too. 

It didn’t take long for the Panthers to dis- 
cover that picking on Bronson was, in fact, 
a death wish. With six minutes left in the 
first half, Bronson intercepted a Northern 
Towa pass and returned it 48 yards for a 
touchdown. Just before the half ended, 
Bronson picked off another pass, this one 
in McNeese territory, and the Cowboys 
went on to win comfortably. 

“It didn’t take long to see that Zack was 
something special,” McNeese State coach 
Bobby Keasler says. “He's an impact player. 
He's what we call a difference-maker.” 

Bronson’s debut was no fluke. In his sec- 
ond game, he intercepted two more passes. 
He finished the season with nine intercep- 
tions and helped the Cowboys lead Division 
TAA in total defense. As a result, Bronson 
was named the Southland Conference’s 
Freshman of the Year and captured all- 
league honors. 

Since then, offenses no longer test 
Bronson. Nor do they have much success 
against the Cowboys overall. McNeese 
State was No. 1 nationally in scoring 
defense last season, and finished first 
against the rush and 10th against the pass. 

“When coaches break down our game 
film, they find out where Zack is,” Keasler 
says. “And when their quarterbacks come 
up to the line of scrimmage, they find out 
where Zack is.” 

So informed, the opposition treads careful- 
ly. Accordingly, Bronson needed two more 
seasons to match his freshman total of nine 
interceptions, buthe has made a difference in 
other areas. In the second game of the 1994 
season, he scored on an 84-yard punt return. 
Thereafter, opponents have had to devise 
strategy for Bronson the kick returner. 


“So many times, Zack has made a big « 


play for us that turns a game,” Keasler says. 
“Tt might not be an interception; it might be 
a knockdown, a blocked field goal, a tackle 
to save a touchdown. He's always around 
the football. Always.” 

Last season, Bronson had five intercep- 
tions, and his teammates collected 18 more. 
“Zack’s one of those players who makes the 
people around him better,” secondary 
coach Tommy Tate says. 
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Despite opponents throwing away from him, 
Zack Bronson came up with five interceptions. 


With eight new starters on defense, the 
Cowboys will need Bronson to lead by 
example again. 

“Zack’s come full circle,” Tate says. 
“When he was a freshman, he had two 
seniors at strong safety helping him, but 
because our free safety sets our coverages, 
he still had to be a leader, The next year, we 
started from scratch at strong safety, and 
Zack had to be the leader again in the sec- 
ondary. This year, we've got two new cor- 
nerbacks and Zack’s the veteran.” 

Bronson’s career at Jasper (Texas) High 
School showed McNeese State coaches all the 
signs of a champion. He was an all-state safety 
and alklistrict wide receiver. He scored 41 
points ina basketball game and ran on a state- 
champion mile-elay team. Now, Bronson is in 
a position to become the fourth player in 
Southland history to be chosen first-team all- 
league four times. He also is a good bet to 
make the grade in the NFL. 

“He's got the size (6-1, 200 pounds), the 
speed and tools,” Tate says. “He's one of 
the hardest hitters we've ever had here. 
Zack's got a bright future ahead of him.” 

But after McNeese State reached the I- 
‘AA quarterfinals when he was a freshman 
and sophomore, then was upset at home by 
Marshall in the semifinals last season, 


The Sporting News 1996 College Football Yearbook 


REDICTIONS, 


ALL-SOUTHLAND TEAM 


4 OFFENSE 


T__KERAY JENKINS, Toy Stale 68275. Si. 
‘T__ REGGIE NELSON, McNeese Sisto 68300 Soph. 
G__ GREG REYNOLDS, Nicholls State 62273 St 
G JODY FERGUSON, NW Louisiana 6-1/307 Bis, 
C__ STEVEN delaTORRE, SW Texas 62/055 Jk. 
08 DAVID WILLIAMS, SW eras 62215 J. 
FB CLAUDENATHS, SW Texes $8480 Je 
BARRIO GREGORY, Troy Sioa 5-10/185 St 
DEFENSE : 
Pos._Name, Schoo! Class 


E __ STACY MURRY, Troy State 


Ea 
T___OLINT ZANDER, S.F. Austin 6-5/280_ Jt 
T__AARON DelaTORRE, SF. Austin 6-228 dr. 
Se 
St. 


£___ PRATT LYONS, Troy State, 64/280 


LB CHARLES AYRO, McNeese Sate 62230 Soph. 
18 JEREMIAH TROTTER, SF. Austin €220 Soph. 
GB NICOLAS JACK, SW Texas: G90 St. 
oB_ Kem Nw GNTS Se 
§ ZACK BRONSON, McNeese Slate 6417200 Sr, 

DAMIVON BELL SE Austin 5-11 - 
Pos. Name, Schoo! Class 


K__ SHONZLAFRENZ, MoNeese State 610170 __ Fr. 
BRYAN KLAUS, Sam Houston Siato 6:3/175 Soph. 


KA CLAUDE MATHIS, SW Texas__5-9/180 St 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 
CLAUDE MATHIS 
RB, SW Texas. 


DEFENSE: 
PRATT LYONS: 
E, Tray State 


Bronson is taking first things first. And 
uppermost in his mind is another run at a 
national championship. 

“We're going to be a quicker team, a 
more explosive team,” Bronson says. “We 
have a chance to take it to the next level. It's 
going to be exciting.” 

Especially if Bronson continues to be a 
player who brings out the best in everyone 
around him, In other words, a difference- 
maker. ° 

Carl Dubois covers the Southland 
Conference and I-AA football for the Lake 
Charles (La.) American Press. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK. 


SOUTHLAND TEAM CHARTS 


1. McNEESE STATE 


Goach: Bobby Keasler (63-21-2, 6 years). 

1995 record: 13-1 ((stin FAA semifinals) Southland: 5- 
Ost. 

Top players: Charles Ayr, LB; Derick Beavers, TB; Zack 
Bronson, S; Marcus Daniels, S; Wiliam Davis, WR; Chris 
Fontenol, TE; Antoinel Goza, DE; Shonz LaFrenz, k; 
Marcus LeBlan, S; Tim Leger, 0B; Damien Moris, WR; 
Cart Quilr, LB; Reggie Nelson, OT. 

Strengths: Trad, atituda, special teams and defense. 
McNeese has led Division LAA in total defense two ofthe 
past three yeas, andthe 96 unt, led by Bronson, is per 
haps its most athlatc ever. Bronson is one ofthe best 
salatis in the nation, regardless of cassficaton. 
Weaknesses: Fourteen starters were lost, incuding the 
schoo alltime leading passer (Kerry Joseph), rusher 
(Henry Fields) and receiver (Terence Davis). Depth on both 
lines is suspect. Leger is a 22-year-old sophomore whol 
be starting forthe fst ime, He spent three seasons play- 
ing minor league baseball before enrling at McNeese last 
year. Beavers, a transier from LSU, will get fist crack at 
replacing Fields 

Outlook: McNeese won't duplicate its 1995 sucoess, when 
itreached the semifinals ofthe A playots fo the fst 
time, but the Cowboys won' falas far as many expect, 
either Keasler would rather empty his bench than win by 
50 points. That strategy wil pay of, especially in what for 
most schools would be a painful rebuilding year, 
‘Schedule: Southwest Missouri State, Sept. 7; James 
Madison, Sept. 14; Angelo State, Sept. 21; at Nother 

8; Arkansas-Montcal, Oct. 5; at Troy Sate, 


, Sept. 28; 


ct. 12; at Sam Houston State, Oct. 26; Stephen F Austin, 
Northwestem 


Sate, Nov. 16; Nichols State, Nov. 23. 
Last LAA playoff appearance: 1995. 
‘Nickname: Cowboys, Site: Lake Charles, La. 


2. TROY STATE 


Coach: Larry Blakeney (46-13-1, 5 years). 

1995 record: 11-1 as a I-AA independent (lost in first round 
of playofs). Southland: ts yearn league. 

Top players: Kenny Als, DB; Gerald DeBardeleben, LB; 
‘tid Gregory, RBVKR; Joe Jackson, FB; Kerry Jenkins, OT; 
Pratt Lyons, OE; Stacy Muny, DE; Ci hamburger, 
DB/KR; Demetric Shipman, DB; Willie Smith, LB. 
Strengths: Murry and Lyons lead a crew of six retuming 
starters on defense. Lyons may be the best defensive end 
In FAA, Gragory is one of FAA’ best kick rturers. 
Blakeney’ krack for anding key transfers rm Aubum is 
former employer, pays dividends every year. Alvis isa for- 
mer starter at Auburn. 

Weaknesses: Three starters onthe offensive line, indud- 
ing Alt-American tackle Bob Hal, are gone. The stating 
quarterback (Jeremy Rowell) and his top two wide 
Teceivers also will be tough to replace, Look for Stan Davis. 
to get the first shot at replacing Rowell. 

Outlook: Troy ofcials rarely talkin the spring and summer 
‘about their |-A transfers, but you can be sure by the start of 
the season thatthe Trojans wil have impact newcomers at 
key postions. Reportedly, former Florida State offensive 
lineman Anthony Phillips, a prep All-American, will suit up 
{or Troy this season, The winner ofthe October 12 show.- 
down against McNeese State (in Troy) will win the confer- 


ence, 
‘Schedule: at Easter Kentucky, Sept. 7; Nichols State, 
Sept. 21; at Stephen F. Austin, Sept. 28; at Alabama State, 
(Oct. 5; McNeese State, Oct. 12; Southwest Texas State, 
‘Oct. 19; at Jacksonvile State, Oc. 26; at Northwastem 
State, Nov 9; at Sam Houston State, Nov. 16; Samford, 
Nov, 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1995. 

Nickname: Trojans. Site; Toy, Ala. 


3. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 


Goach: John Pearce (2847-2, 4 years), 
1995 record: 11-2 (lost in second round of playotis). 
Southland: 4-1/2nd, 

Top players: Damiyon Bell, SS; Kerry Bennett, FB; Aron 
iis James, DE; Chis Jeferson, WR: 
Mike Quinn, QB; Jason Speight, 


CB; Jeremiah Trotter, LB; Dameian Valery, PB; Craig 
Warren, Ob; Gint Zander, DT. 

‘Strengths: One ofthe nation’s best defenses in 1995 has 
40 starters back. Bell and Trotte-—a big-lay aft as a 
‘rue freshman last year—throw the knockout punches. 
Jefferson is a steady receiver. 

‘Weaknesses: Six starters are gone from an explosive 
offense, including three linemen on what was the team’s 
foundation for sucoess the past wo years. Anew kicker 
‘must be found, but freshman Brandon Nersesian has solid 
credentials. 

(Outlook: Ifthe replacements for the school's best qartr- 
back (James Ritchey) and running back (Leonard Harts) ot 
the '90s get time to develop, the defense may be good 
enough to keep the Lumberjacks in contention forthe 
league ttle. The schedule is kind, with seven home games. 
IK Pearce can pick up his ist win at McNeese State, this 
might be SFAS year. 

Schedule: Eastern New Mexico, Aug. 23; Deta State, 
Sept. 7; at Northern low, Sept. 14; Toy State, Sept. 28; 
Sam Houston, Oct 12;at Nicholls State, Oct. 19; Samiord, 
(Oct, 26; at McNeese State, Nov. 2; Jacksonvile State, Nov. 
9; al Southwest Texes State, Nov. 16; Northwestern Sate, 
Nov. 23. 

Last I-AA playotf appearance: 1995. 

Nickname: Lumberjacks, Site: Nacogdoches, Texas. 


4. SW TEXAS STATE 


Coach: Bob Helduser (15-28-1, 4 years). 
1995 record: 4-7. Southland: 2-3/T3rd. 
‘Top players: Aaron Allen, WRIRB; Ciion Black, LB; 
Steven DeLaTore, C; Terrance Hatton, WR; Nicolas Jack; 
CB; Claude Mathis, RBIKR; Adam Means, G: Ypres 
‘Thomas, LB; Robert Walker, SS; David Willams, QB; 
Stace Wiliams, DT. 
‘Strengths: The Bobcats have 18 starters back, nine on 
‘each side of the ball. Mathis will be among I-AA leaders in 
al-purpose running; he also caught 33 passes last season. 
David Willams isthe Southland's most experienced quar- 
terback; he threw for 2,389 yards and 18 touchdowns as a 
‘sophomore last season. All four starters return in the sec- 
ondary, led by Jack (84 tackles last season) and Walker 
Ss Shenae al aie pe 

feaknesses: Southwest Texas must improve its rushing 
con tumover margin and defensive pursuit to have a 
‘breakthrough season. The running game also needs a 
boost 


Outlook: Helduser, who has weathered four trying seasons 
in San Marcos, will be rewarded with his first winning sea- 
‘som tis yer. The Bobcats play the Southiands top two 
teams on the road, but by next season they'll be a con- 
tender forthe league tie. 

‘Schedule: Grand Valley State, Aug. 31; Hofstra, Sept. 14; 
at Eastem Washington, Sept. 21; Idaho, Sept. 28; at 
Southem Utah, Oct. 12; at Troy State, Oct. 19; Nicholls 


Meknane: vat Se: Set eas, Toss 


5. SAM HOUSTON STATE 


Coach: Ron Randieman (79-625, 14 years; 166-1552 
overall, 27 years). 

1995 record: 5-5. Southland: 2-97T31d, 

‘Top players: Cedric Bryant, SS; Wayne Coleman, RB; 
Mike Fryer, DE; Marcus Hajdk, K; Chris Hall, SS; Ryan 
Kiaus, P; Dedrick Manigo, LB; Calvin Robinson, CB; Chad 
‘Schramek, QB; Bennie Wyie, FB. 

Strengths: The special teams are sold with the return of 
allJeaguers Klaus and Hajgik. The Bearkats retum 34 
underciassmen who lettered last year, and an infiux of 
junior colege talent wil help, especially on the defensive 
line 


Weaknesses: There are trouble spots and depth problems 
‘on both ines. And the quarterback positon continues fo be 
a glaring weakness. Schramek, a junior, completed just 

48.4 percent of his passes lest season, throwing nine inter- 


month wont help Bearkas' confidence, but the fipside is 
thal the league's top two teams must come to Huntsvile, 
Randleman has plenty of young talent, but ifs sf t least 


" Schedule: at Houston, Aug. 31; at Texas A&M-Kingsville, 


"ence for the Colonels to have even a chance in many 


ayear away. 


‘Sept. 14; at Northeast Louisiana, Sept. 21; Texas 
Souther, Sept 28; at Sephen F. Austin, Ot. 12; at 
Northwestern State, Oct. 19; McNeese State, Oct. 26; at 
Nichols State, Nov. 9; Troy State, Nov. 16; Southwest 
Texas Stale, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1991. 

Nickname: Bearkats. Site: Huntvle, Texas. 


6. NORTHWESTERN STATE 


Coach: Sam Goodwin (73-693, 13 years; 6280-4 overall, 
15 years). 

4995 record: 65, Southland: 2@7Tard. 

‘Top players: Swart Archer, C; Joe Brown, DT; Grant 
Crowder, LB; Jody Ferguson, OL; Royrion Malcolm, TB; 
Patrick Palmer, WR; Adam Swales, WR; Keith Thibodeau, 
CB; LaDann Thomas, LB; Anthony Wiliams, TB. 
Strengths: Not many were evident last season, although 
the Demons have a talented group of runing backs and 
{our starters retum onthe offensive line, Palmer averaged 
2 hey 225 yards on his 26 catches last season. 
Weaknesses: A replacement must be found for quar- 
terback Brad Laird, a four-year starter and the 
schoo!’ alltime leading passer. The defense must 
teplace the front seven and two defensive backs, And 
as long as the Demons play their home games on art- 
ficial tu, there will continue to be injuries. Malcolm, 
who transferred from Auburn before fast season, likely 
will ge first crack at replacing tailback Clarence 
Matthews, who set 10 schoo! records in '95. Palmer is 
the return man. 

‘Outlook: I would be much better had Matthews not 
‘declared forthe NFL draft and instead returned for his 
senior year. The schedule, which features two I-A oppo- 
nents but home games agains the league's top tw teams, 
isakiler. 

‘Schedule: Souther, Sept. 7; East Texas State, Sept 21; 
at Boise State, Sept. 28; at Northeast Louisiana, Oct. 5; at 
Nicholls State, Oct. 12; Sam Houston State, Oct. 19; at 
Youngstown State, Oct. 26; at Southwest Texas State, Nov. 
2; Troy State, Nov. 9; McNoese State, Nov. 16; at Stephen 
F Austin, Nov. 23 

Last HAA playotf appearance: 1988. 

Nickname: Demons. Site: Natchitoches, La, 


7. NICHOLLS STATE 


Coach: Daren Barbier (0-11, 1 year), 
1995 record: 0-11. Southland: O-S6th. 

‘Top players: Adam Diel, K; Murphy Edwards, DE; John 
Emery, DL; Nakia Lumar, RB; Gr 

Rogers, 


Frank Wilson, RB, 
‘Strengths: They're had to find, if they exist. Moving 
‘Wilson back to running back after a year in the secondary 
will help the running game (he was the team's second- 
leading rusher as a sophomore), and Delis entering his 
fourth year as the kicker. 

Weaknesses: Too many to lst. The talent level at 
‘Nicholls simply is too far below the rest ofthe confer- 


games this year. Emery, a transier from Tennessee, i 
expected to provide immediate help. lowa State transfer 
Corey Lambert wil batle sophomore Brad Zeller, who 
started the final four games last season, forthe starting 
quarterback job. 

Outlook: Barbier, who won 84 percent of his high school 
games in Louisiana, had a rude weloome to college football 
last season, when Nichols State played arguably the 
foughest schedule in Division LAA. The young players who 
suffered with him, though, kept playing hard, a good sign 
for the future, 

Schedule: at Northeast Louisiana, Aug. 23; Jacksonville 
State, Sept 14; at Troy State, Sep. 21; at Samford, Oct. 5; 
Northwestern Stale, Oct. 12; Stephen F; Austin, Oct. 19; at 
‘Southwest Texas State, Oc. 26; Southern, Nov, 2; Sam 
Houston Stata, Nov. 9; Harding, Nov. 16; at MoNeese 
Slate, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1986. 

Nickname: Colonels. Site: Thibodaux, La. 


Text by Carl Dubois. 
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SOUTHLAND 


Williams has (re)written the book 
in only two seasons at Southern 


By 
SCOTT GREMILLION 


In just two seasons, tail- 
back Melvin Williams has 
rewritten part of Southern 
University’s record book. 
What's left of it, that is. 

Strangely, Williams’ 
accomplishments may 
never be fully recognized 
because many statistical 
records are missing from 
the Jaguars’ proud pre- 
1960 football history. How 
those game summaries, 
rosters and statistics dis- 
appeared is as big a mys- 
tery to school authorities 
as Williams’ running skill 
is to opposing defenses. 
One story blames a for- 
mer school employee for 
walking off with the 
records; another indicates 
a flood was the culprit. 

“That doesn’t bother 
me,” Williams says with a 
laugh, “but it’s kind of 
funny. Just give me all of 
the records. I thought I 
had all of them anyway.” 


One thing is certain:  yyitiams needs 4,708 yards Sotipmte- sae surpass 


Williams, a 5-10, 195- 
pound junior from Belle 
Rose, La., has become Southern’s first 
back-to-back 1,000-yard rusher in modern 
(read: post-1960) history. After running for 
1,031 yards in 1994, he gained 1,086 last 
season as the Jaguars won 11 of 12 games 
and captured the black colleges’ national 
championship with a Heritage Bowl victory. 

Williams needs 1,708 yards over the next 
two seasons—hardly a daunting task for a 
player of his caliber—to surpass Jackson 
State's Lewis Tillman as the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference’s No. 1 career rusher. 
According to official NCAA statistics Jackson 
State’s figures don't jibe with the NCAA’s), 
Tillman amassed 3,824 yards on the ground 
from 1984-88; Williams’ total is 2,117. 

With much of Southern’s record book 
lost and no Jaguars among the SWAC’s 
career top 10 rushers, Williams will be 
acknowledged as the Jags’ career rushing 
leader once he supplants the league’s No. 
10 man, Texas Southern’s Nate Johnson. 
Playing from 1982-86, Johnson motored 
for 2,699 yards. 

“He'll shatter all the records before he 
leaves,” Southern offensive coordinator 
Mark Orlando says of Williams, who last 
year led the SWAC in rushing and all-pur- 
pose yardage, placed second in scoring 
and finished third in receiving. Williams 
also became the first sophomore to win 
the SWAC’s Offensive Player of the Year 
honor since Alcorn State quarterback 
Steve McNair in 1992. 
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Jackson State's Lewis Tillman as the SWAC’s No. 1 career rusher. 


“By far, that's the most important award 
I've ever won,” Williams says. “One of my 
long-term goals was to become offensive 
player of the year. It was a surprise that I got 
it as early as I did. I never thought I'd get it 
as a sophomore. That's made me proud. 

“The most important thing for me is to ... 
keep my composure and continue to work 
hard. I can lose everything I've achieved as 
quickly as I earned it. I have to continue to 
work hard and do the things 'm supposed 
to.” 

Williams, who averaged 4.5 yards per 
attempt in 1995, could face his biggest chal- 
lenge this season from his teammates. 
Southern returns three other solid tail- 
backs from last year’s team—Jermaine 
Sharp, Leonce Griffin and Lionel 
Nicholas—all of whom averaged more than 
5 yards per carry while playing sporadical- 
ly, Sharp, in particular, is no slouch; he was 
LSU's leading rusher in 1994 before trans- 
ferring across town in Baton Rouge. 

In addition, highly regarded sophomore 
Steve Wofford becomes eligible after being 
an academic casualty last season. Wofford 
originally signed with the University of 
California after putting up staggering num- 
bers in that state’s high school ranks. 

“T think about them all the time,” 
Williams says of his teammates/rivals. “I 
know all of those guys have a lot of talent. 
The main thing I have to do is focus on 
myself and not focus on those guys. If] was 
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{JOHN WILIANS / BATON ROUGE: 


WR _ KILEY Texas Southem 64/205 St 
WA KOBIE JENKINS, Ao Stale 69205 St 
TE SOLOMON THOMPSON, Gramb. 69225 St. 
‘T_ RAYFIELD ADAMS, Jackson St. 6:87830. St 
T__ KEWON ROBINSON, Alcom Si. 6-3274 Sc 
G_ JERRY MYERS, Grambing 68/810 de 
G LFFORD THOMAS, Ter Sou 0285, St 
C___UZOMAMOORE, Grambling Si. 
(OB _GRAILYN PRATT, Jackson St a Ka 
RB___CARLOS KNIGHT, Jackson St. 5-11221 dt. 
RB MELVIN WILLIAMS, Southem "510/195. de 
DEFENSE = 
Pos. Name, School Hut __Class 
E CARLOS LOCKHART, Jackson St 62/245 St. 
‘T__ROBERT WALKER, Southem 6.2902 St 
T__MIKE SAMSON, Grambing 64315. 
E CARLOS THORTON, Alcom St. 6/275 St. 


UB RICHARD ALVARADO, Jackson SU 65/251 Sr. 
LB” MARCUS WADE, Wiss. Valley 6-0/205 Si, 
LB FREDHARPER, Alcom State 64195 Sr. 
CB__QUINCY COLEMAN, Jackson St 510970 de. 
CB DERAICKLEWIS, Jackson. 5.118. 
§__RICKY ARVIE, Soutien e090 
§.__ SEAN WOODSON, Jackson St, Se 
Huh Class 
510/180 St. 
KA__JERWAINE SHARP, Southem — S-11/08 Se 


_PLAYERS OF TI 


HE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 
—- is MELVIN WILLIAMS 
RB, Southern 


in their position, I would want to start, too. 
I consider myself a team player. I welcome 
the challenge. 

“Byer since I came here, people doubted 
me. They wondered if I could play college 
football because I came from a small high 
school (enrollment of about 250). Even 
though I've accomplished a lot of things, peo- 
ple still doubt me. That motivates me. That 
keeps me going. I've had a lot to prove." 

And that doesn’t even include finding his 
rightful place in Southern’s ec 
together record book. 

Scott Gremillion covers Southern and as 
SWAC for the Baton Rouge (La.) Advocate. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK. 


SWAC Team Cuarts 


1. SOUTHERN 


Coach: Pete Richardson (28-7, 9 years; 69-21-1 overall, 8 


years), 
41995 record: 11-1 (beat Florida A&M in Heritage Bow), 
SWAC: 6-1/2nd. 

Top players: Ricky Avie, 8; Sam George, OB; 
Lawrence Har, TE; Carlos Leach, K; Danny Mortis, OL; 
Lone! Nicholas, P; Jermaine Sharpe, TBIKR; Peter 
‘Sheppard, WR; Robert Walker, DT; Joe Willams, DE: 
John Wiliams, CB; Melvin Willams, RB; Miguel Vist, 
OL. 


Strengths: Southern boasts enough depth at running 
‘back for two teams, thanks to Melvin Williams and 
‘Sharpe, who doubles as an elusive return man. Sharpe is 
‘@ former starter at LSU. The Jaguars also add former 
California prep star Stave Wotford, a tailback who signed 
with the University of Califoimia out of high school but did 
‘not meet academic requirements last year. The secondary 
‘should be solid with John Williams and Arve. 
Weaknesses: The Jaguars must replace 13 starters, 
including the quarterback, three wide receivers, three 
offensive linemen, one defensive linemen, three lineback- 
‘ers and two defensive backs, 
‘Outlook: Southern has lost just seven games in three 
seasons under Richardson, including six by nine points or 
less, Look for the Jaguars' success to continue in 1996, 
‘Schedule: at Northwestern State; Sept. 7; Alabama State, 
Sept. 143 at Prairie View A&M, Sept. 21; Tennessee Stato 
{at Alanta), Sept, 26; Mississippi Valley State, Oct 5; 
vackson State, Oct, 19; at Alcorn State, Oct, 
Nicholls State, Nov. 2; Florida A&M, Nov. ; Texas 
‘Southern, Nov, 16; Grambling State (at New Orleans), 
Nov. 30. 
Last I-AA playoff appearance: None. 
‘Nickname: Jaguars, Site: Baton Rouge, La 


2. JACKSON STATE 


Goach: James Carson (28-16-1, 5 yes 
1095 rcord 93 stn rt ond playa) SWAG: 7. 
Ost 

‘Top players: Rayfield Adams, OT; Richard Alvarado, 
Quincy Goleman, CB; Cedric Dunbar, P; Otha Evans, LB: 
Carlos Knight, RB; Derick Lewis, OB; Carls Lookhart, 
DE; Grallyn Prat, QB; Sean Woodson, 8S; Jerome 
Young, WA, 

Strengths: The secondary—featuring the hard-hitting 
‘Woodson—s among the best in FAA, Jackson State's 
offense should be able to run and shoot wth the retumn of 
Pratt, Knight and Adams, Dunbar isa deluxe punter, 
Weaknesses: Depth on defense may be a problem 
‘because of the loss of linemen Doug Bames and Corwin 
Sledge and all-everything tree safety Picasso Nelson. 
(Outlook: Jackson State's glory days could continu. The 
Tigers won the SWAC champlonship last season, their 
frst since 1990, which ended the schools longest tile 
‘drought since 1976-79, 

Schedule: Alabama State (al Birmingham, Ala), Sept. 1; 
Tennessee State (at Memphis), Sept. 14; Florida ABM, 
Sep, 21; Mississippi Valley Stat, Sop. 28; Texas, 
Southern, Oct. §; Central Stale, Oc. 12; at Southern, Oct. 
19; at Grambling State, Oct. 26; Arkansas-Pine Bluff (at 
Lil Rock, Ak), Nov. 2; Praitie View A&M, Nov. 18; 
Alcorn State, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1995, 

Nickname: Tigers, Sit: Jackson, Miss. 


3. ALCORN STATE 


Coach: Cardell Jones (35-19-2, 4 years). 

1995 record: 4-6-1. SWAC: 3-3-1/5th. 

Top players: Fred Harper, LB; Kobie Jenkins, WR; 
Malcolm Jones, DB; Nario Owens, LB; Kewon Robinson, 
OT; Bertrelle Shelby, FB; Marcus Taylor, QB; Carlos. 
Thorton, DE; Goree White, WR/KR; Richard White, FS; 
Terry Wikerson, DT. 

Strengths: Alcorn Stale has changed toa run-tiented 
offense, taking advantage ofa veteran cache of running 
backs and aline that averages 6-3, 315 pounds. 


‘Weaknesses: The Braves continued to struggle 
defensively last season, allowing 300 points and 3,722 
yards. Jenkins is a great receiver, but he'll work with 
an inexperienced quarterback. Alcorn lacks depth at 
linebacker and in the secondary. 

Outlook: Taylor, an LSU transfer, has dreams of being 
another Steve MeNait, but the offense may not be 
suited for that. Regardless, until the defense 
improves, Alcor won't be a serious contender. 
Schedule: Troy State, Aug, 31; at Grambling State, 
Sept, 7; Alabama State, Sept. 21; at Samford, Sept 
28; Arkansas-Pine Bluff, Oc, §; at Praiie View A&M, 
Oct, 12; Texas Southem, Oct. 19; Southern, Oct, 26; 
at Mississippi Vallay State, Nov. 9; at Jackson Stat, 
Nov. 23, 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: 1994, 

Nickname: Braves. Site: Lorman, Miss. 


4, GRAMBLING ST. 


Goach: Eddie Robinson (402149-15, 69 years), 
SWAC: 4-3/4th, 

‘hiron Applewhite, QB; Shelly Barnett, 
FS; James Brooks, OT; Broderick Fobbs, RB; Jay 
‘Johnston, RB; Corey Lewis, DB; Larry Lundy, DE; 
LLeJuan Millar, FB; Uzoma Moore, C; Jerry Myers, 
Mike Samson, DT; Solomon Thompson, TE; Anthony 
Wiggins, DE. 

Strengths: With a slaw of backs, including Johnston, 
Fobbs and Mlle, i's no secret that the Tigers will 
want t6 run on offense, 

Weaknesses: Quarterback Kendrick Nord must be 
replaced, and that won't be easy. Applowhite wil get 
{ist crack, The defense must get tougher up front. 
Outlook: Robinson became the first collage or pro 
football coach to win 400 games in what was other. 
wise a disappointing 1995. The '96 campaign doesn't 
figure to be any beter. 

‘Schedule: Alcor State, Sept, 7; Contra State (at 
Pontiac, Mich,), Sept, 14; Langston, Sept, 21; Praiie 
View ABM (at Dallas), Sept, 28: al Mississippi Valley 
State, Oct. 12; Arkansas-Pine Bluff (at Shreveport, 
La), Oct, 19; Jackson State, Oct, 26; at Texas 
Southern, Nov. 2; Alabama State, Nov, 9; at North 
Carolina ABT, Nov. 16; Southern (at New Orleans), 
Nov, 30. 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: 1989. 

Nickname: Tigers, Site: Grambling, La, 


a ALABAMA STATE 


Jevin Flowers, OB: 
Anthony Hall, CB; Gerald Heidelberg, DT; Jason 
Lucas, KR; Antonio Parker, RB; Tevlin Payne, OT; 
Alphonso Pogue, $; Robert Vaughn, RB; George Ware, 
ot, 


Strengths: Alabama State returns all four starters in 
the secondary, ed by allstar cornerback Hall and safe- 
\y Pogue, the team’s top retuming tackler, Vaughn, a 
4,000-yard rusher in’95, headlines a deep backfield, 
Weaknesses: The Homets must replace linebackers 
Cedric Thornton and Derek Scott, who combined for 
176 tackles ast season. In addition, two starting defen: 
sive linemen must be found. Mult-talented quarterback 
Aloede Surtain, who ranked among SWAC leaders in 
rushing and passing, will be missed, 

Outlook; Alabama State, coming off its best season 
since 1991, can only hope to play the role of spoiler. 
But don't underestimate Markham. 

‘Schedule: Jackson State (at Birmingham, Ala), Sept. 
4 Texas Southern, Sept. 7; at Southern, Sept. 14; at 
‘Alcorn State, Sept. 24; at Troy State, Oct. 5; Clark, 
Oct, 12; at Prairie View A&M, Oct. 19; Alabama A&M 
(at Birmingham), Oct. 26; at Grambling State, Nov. 8; 
Mississippi Valley State, Nov, 16; Tuskegee, Nov. 28, 
Last I-AA playot appearance: None, 

Nickname: Hornets. Site: Montgomery, Ala. 


6. TEXAS SOUTHERN 


Coat 


years). 

1995 record: 2.8, SWAC: 1-6/7h, 

Top players: Kiley Brown, WR; Cedio Douglas, QB; 
Jason Gaines, WRVKR; Lee Harvey, OB; Robert Hawkins, 
CB; Cedric Johnson, DB; Nicholas Lopez, DE; Ramon 
Manning, LB; Citford Thomas, G; David Thomas, WRIKR, 
‘Strengths: Texas Southem retums 17 starters, inuding 
10 on offense, Thomas and Gaines are dangerous 
receivers and return men, Douolas is back after missing 
fast season because of an NCAA transter violation. 
Weaknesses: Like most SWAC schools, the Tigers lack 
depth Team speed and experiance also are handicaps for 
‘Thomas’ troops. 

Outlook: Texas Souther, searching forts first winning 
season since 1977, figures tobe much improved, it only 
because the players are a year older and wiser under 
‘Thomas’ system, But there's stil work to be done. 
Schedule: Prairie View A&M, Aug. 31; at Alabama State, 
Sept 7; at Sam Houston Stat, Sept, 28; at Jackson 
Slate, Oct. §; Arkansas-Pine Blu, Oct. 12; at Alcorn 
State, Oct, 19; Mississippl Valley State, Oc, 26; 
Grambling State, Nov. 2; Morgan State, Nov. 
Southam, Nov. 16, 

Last AA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Tigers, Site: Houston. 


7. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 


Coach: Larry Dorsey (25-94-36 yous). 
1995 record: 28, SWAC: 2-5/6th. 

Top players: Galvin Bolton, OL; Samuel Dickerson, LB; 
Fay Lucket, RB; Tim McKinley, DL; Dennis Moore, DL; 
Keith Poindexter, QB; Datel Randle, OL; Marcus Wade, 
(OLB; van Washington, FB. 

Strengths: Quarterback Poindexter and running backs 
Uicket and Washington wil work behind a strong line led 
by Bolton and Randle, 

Weaknesses: Tho Dolta Devs retum just three starters 
from a defense that allowed 4,728 yards and tree touch 
downs or more in 10 of 11 games, But that may be good. 
Outlook: Is going to be along season for Mississippi 
Valley State, which has been In a four-season slumber. 
There's no reason to belive the defense is beter, so 
there's no reason to belive the Dota Devis wil be beter. 
Schedile:at Mors Brown, Aug, 31; Arkansas-Pine Buf, 
Sapt.7; at Tennessee-Chattanooga, Sept 21; at Jackson 
State, Spl. 28; at Souther, Oct. 5; Grambling State, Oct. 
12; Lane, Oct. 19; at Texas Southern, Oct. 26; Prarie 
View ABM, Nov. 2 Alcorn Stato, Nov. 9; at Alabama Stale, 
Nov, 16, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1984. 

‘Nickname: Delta Devils. Site: Itta Bena, Miss. 


8. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 


Coach: Hensley Sapenter (0-10, 1 year). 
4995 record: 0-10, SWAG: 0-7/8th, 
‘Top players: Dedric Clark, OL; Robert Hargrove, OLB; 
Samual Hayes, LB; Otis Myles, LB; David McPherson, OT, 
Strengths: For a team that hasn't won a game since 
1987, this is an inappropriate category. Sapenter and the 
Panthers have spent a year together. He lft the offensive 
‘and defensive systems inact after his hiring last July, 
Weaknesses: Lack of depth talent and resources drag 
down the program. Some Panthers were not even bom in 
4976, the last time the school posted a winning season, 
Outlook: Praiie View has restored partial scholarships for 
this season, including 16 forthe football program. But 
that's no reason to believe the Panthers wil end their 
NOAA-tecord 56-game losing streak. 
‘Schedule: at Texas Souther, Aug. 31; Abilene Christian, 
Sept 7; Souther, Sept 21; Grambling State (at Dallas), 
Sept 28; at Langston, Oot, §; Alcor State, Oct 12; 
Alabama State, Oct. 19; at Mississippi Valley State, Nov. 
2; Midwestern State, Nov. 9; at Jackson State, Nov. 16. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: None, 
Nickname: Panthers. Site: Prairie View, Texas, 

Text by Scott Gremillion. 


William Thomas (6-14, 2 years; 34-20-3 overall, 5 
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There’s no use splitting hairs: 
JMU tight end is an NFL FL prospect 


By JOHN O'CONNOR 


He has the cape, three electric clippers 
and the brushes and combs. If you're look- 
ing for a barber willing to work about any- 
time for a nominal fee, visit the living quar- 
ters of Ed Perry. 

At about 20 heads a month, business is 
steady for Perry, a senior tight end at James 
Madison who has been cutting hair since 
the seventh grade. “Once you get good, 
people come to see you,” Perry says. 

People, as in NFL scouts, will come to 
the Shenandoah Valley this fall, and not 
because they need a trim. It will be to see 
Perry's other talent—catching footballs. 

“T see things in him now as far as pass- 
catching and getting open that I didn’t see 
in tight ends when I was playing in the 
NFL,” said James Madison offensive 
line/tight ends coach Ron Mattes, an 
offensive lineman with Seattle and 
Chicago from 1986-91. 

So many college tight ends are more like 
athird tackle. Perry, a 6-5, 240-pounder from 
Richmond, Va., is more like a third flanker. 

“Ed has the hands of a wide receiver and 
runs well (4.7-second speed in the 40-yard 
dash) for a big man,” James Madison coach 
Alex Wood says. “I think he’s got a great 
opportunity to play in the NPL. As he gets 
stronger, he becomes more of a prospect.” 

Perry, a two-time All-Yankee Conference 
selection, had a team-high 39 receptions for 
533 yards as a sophomore. His receptions 
dipped to 26 last season, in part because a 
shoulder injury kept him out of two games. 
‘The team also was crowded at receiver, as 
Jay Jones, Juan Dorsey and Macey Brooks 
combined for 129 catches. 

“As long as I'm out there knocking line- 
backers on their butts and we're winning, it 
doesn’t matter how many passes I catch,” 
Perry says. (The Dukes are 18-7 over the 
past two seasons, qualifying for the Division 
LAA playoffs each season.) 

Wood regrets not getting Perry more 
involved in the Dukes’ passing attack. But 
defenses did their part last season as they 
frequently blitzed James Madison's one- 
back offense. The plan was to hurry quar- 
terback Mike Cawley and force Perry to 
stay in and block. 

“People tried to take Ed away, and they 
took him away,” Wood says. “That left 
other things open, but it’s something 
we've got to solve because we want to use 
Ed more as a receiver. Maybe we'll use 
another back this season.” 

Perry wasn’t displeased with the 
reduced receiving role because he knows 
scouts want to see his blocking skills. 
Mattes and Wood think Perry's blocking 
could use more polish. That is understand- 
able, as Perry played defensive end at 
Richmond’s Highland Springs High and 
thought he would play outside linebacker 
or safety in college. 

“T sometimes wonder what would have 
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JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY 


Along with his prowess on the field, James 
Madison's Ed Perry is a barber of some renown. 


happened if I had played defense,” Perry 
says. “I thank the Lord that (ames 
Madison) needed tight ends. The man 
upstairs was trying to help me out. Playing 
in the NFL has always been my dream, but 
I never thought I'd be in this situation.” 

Perry spent his redshirt season learning 
the offensive side of the ball. And though 
Cawley and his host of school records are 
gone, Perry should continue to thrive as 
Willie Gonzalez, a transfer from Georgia 
Tech, will take over the team’s wide-open 
passing attack. 

George Lancaster isn't surprised that 
Perry is on the NFL scouts’ must-see list. 
Perry was a three-year starter for Lancaster 
on the Highland Springs basketball team. 

“Excellent legs, powerful legs,” Lancaster 
says. “And some people just have the gift of 
knowing how athletics are supposed to be 
played. That’s Ed. If you told him how to play 
team handball, he'd be good atit. Athletically, 
he’s a genius.” 

A few Division I-A football and basketball 
programs showed interest in Perry, but he 
didn’t qualify academically for freshman eli- 
gibility until late in the recruiting season, 
Perry committed to the Dukes, who stuck 
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PREDICTION 


ALL-YANKEE TEAM 
OFFENSE 


Pos. Name, Schoo! Huw. Class 
WR CYBUTLER, Rhode isand 5.7165 Sr. 
WR) JAY JONES, James Madison 6-1/180St 
TE. EDPERRY,JamesMadison 65240 St. 
TT BRIAN GHAVBERLAN, Norhessiom 65000 Sr 
T_ MATT McKNIGHT,Vitanova 6.77290 Se. 
@ St 
6 a 
id K 
OB inal 
RB Se 
RB Soph, _ 
Pos._Name, Schoot Hut. Glass 
E___JOSHMASTRANGELO, Delaware 6/240 Se 
(REAR SS aI 
& Topp wi Son) 
18 “RALPH D'ANGELO, Delaware ez ca 
1B) _JUSTINRIEMER, Massachusetis 51/192 Se 
{LB LaJHON JONES, Rhode island 84/230 de 
[8 SHAWN BARBER, Richmond 62/210 Je 


(€B__ WINSTON OCTOBER, Richmond 5-7/160. an 


GB _RONHAARISON, Wiliam & Mary 5-9/180 


| __JOHN COURSEY, James Madison_6-0/190 St 
P STEVE FILL, William & Mary: §-3/220 Soph. 
KA GYBUTLER, Rhode and 5:7/165 Si 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


“| LEO HAMLETT 
QB, Delaware. 


DEFENSE: 
DARREN SHARPER 
& Mary, 


s, 


with him throughout. 

He hopes to be more pumped-up for his 
senior year. Perry, who has added nearly 
50 pounds of muscle at JMU, hopes to add 
10 more pounds of upper-body strength in 
the offseason. If he can use that muscle to 
consistently move defensive linemen, he 
may develop into a Sunday player. 

If not, Perry already has the tools and 
experience for another trade. But when NFL 
camps open next summer, this barber would 
prefer not to be cut. o 

John O'Connor covers the Yankee Conference 
‘for the Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


MID-ATLANTIC DIVISION 
1. DELAWARE 


Coach: Harold Tubby" Raymond (250-97-3, 30 years). 
41995 record: 11-2 (lot in second round of plats), 
Yankee Mid-Atlantic: 8-0/st 

‘Top players: Kenny Bailey, SS; Courtney Bats, WR; 
Norman Coleman, HB; Eddie Cont, WRIKR; Ralph 
D'Angelo, LB; Geot Gardner, LB; Dorel Green, FS; Leo 
Hamlett, QB; Mark Hondru, DT; Chris Kumpon, OT; Josh 
Mastrangelo, DE, 

Strengths: Hamlett couldn't keep his quarterback job as a 
sophomore but bloomed as junior, rushing for 756 yards 
and passing for 2086 onthe way to winning honors as 
the Yankee's top offensive payer. Batts and Conti may be 
the league's best set of receivers, Seven starters, inolud- 
ing rugged end Mastrangelo, standout linebacker 
D'Angelo and talented safely Bailey, are back from a 
detense thal allowed only 15.4 points per game. 
Weaknesses: The Blue Hens lost thre offensive line 
starters and lack experience behind Hamiet, 

Outlook: Raymond, whose teams have qualiied for post 
season playin four ofthe past five seasons, believes this 
experienced squad wil be better than the'95 edltion that 
advanced tothe second round ofthe playots, 

Schedule: Lehigh, Sop. 7; at Vilanova, Sept. 14; West 
Chester, Sep. 21; at Maine, Sept 28; Boston University, 
Oct. §; at Richmond, Oct. 12; Northeastern, Oct, 19; 
James Madison, Oct. 26; at Wiliam & Mary, Nov, 2 at 
Navy, Nov. 9; Rhode Island, Nov, 16, 
Last FAA playott appearance: 1995, 
Nickname: , Site: Newark, 


2. WILLIAM & MARY 


Gone nye Leos 674216 eu 
|: 7-4, Yankee Mid-Alanti: -3/T3rd, 
Josh Beyer, 0G; Pete Coyne, DT; Luke 
Cullinane, DE; Steve Fill, P; Ron Harrison, CB; Stefon 
Moody, OLB; Brian Shalloross, K; Darren Sharpen, FS; 
John Teza, OL; Jude Waddy, Josh Whipple, WR, 
Sttengths: Laycock’ team is sold along both ines and 
may have a couple of pro prospects in Beyer and Sharper 
(the Yankee leader in interceptions last season with 
sever). Moody, a converted defensive back, gives the 
ibe a physical, mobile presence at linebacker 
Weaknesses: Sophomore Mike Cook wil be raw at quar- 
terback. Derek Ftegerald and Troy Keen, backs who had 
careers that featured 1,000-yard seasons, are gone. And 
linebacker Jason Mil, the Yankoe's defensive player of 
the year, has departed, oo, 
Outlook: Wiliam & Mary, traditionally an ofensive power, 
‘won with defense last season and figures to take that path 
again—at least until Cook gains experience and the team 
develops a consistent runner. 
Schedule: a Central Florida, Aug. 31; at Bhode island, 
Sept. 7; VMI, Sept. 14; at Bucknell, Sept. 21; New 
Hampshire, Oct. 5; at James Madison, Oct. 12; at 
Villanova, Oct. 19; Northeastern, Oct. 26; Delaware, Nov. 
2; Massachusetts, Nov, 9; at Richmond, Nov. 16. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1993, 
Nickname: Tribe. Site: Wiliamsburg, Va. 
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en Barber, LB; Art Blanchard, 
‘Joe Elrod, QB; Jason Giska, DL; Cary 

; Mare Meana, DL; Lamont Neal, DB; 

Winston October, CBIKR; Minoso Rodgers, RB. 
Strengths: Only two slates are missing from a unit that 
finished second in the Yankee in total defense last sea- 
son, Barber is one of the league's best linebackers, 
October is only §-7, but he's a bigplay man at comerback 
and a dangerous kick retumer, Rodgers gained 911 yards 
last season despite ankle problems, 

Weaknesses: The Spider, who averaged only 72.5 yards 
per game passing last season, need to dversiy arun- 
based offense. They sill may lack the speed to challenge 


the Yankee's stronger teams. And Elrod was 
inconsistent as a part-time QB starter in past 
years. 

Outlook: It again will be dificult to move the 
ballon the Spiders, who have ther best ath- 
letes on defense, Rodgers isthe ony reliable 
offensive component retuming, Younger pay- 
‘ars need to produce offensively for Richmond 
to duplicate its surprising success of 95. 
Schedule: Colgate, Sept. 7; at The Citadel, 
Sep, 14; Massachusetts, Sept. 21; at Boston 
University, Sep. 28; at Northeastern, Oct. §; 
Delaware, Oct, 12; James Madison, Oct. 19; 
Villanova, Oct, 26; at New Hampshire, Nov. 
2;at VMI, Nov, 9; Wiliam & Mary, Nov. 16, 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1987. 
Nickname: Spiders, Site: Richmond, Va. 


4. JAMES MADISON 


Coach: Alex Wood (6-4, 1 year) 
1995 record: 8-4 (lost in fist round of play 
offs). Yankee Mid-Atlantic; 6-2/2nd. 

‘Top players: Macey Brooks, WR; John 
‘Coursey, K; Nelson Garner, P; Kelvin Jeter, 
TB; Jay Jones, WR; David Lee, SS; Steve 
Logan, DE; Ed Pery, TE; John Stein, FS; 
Julius Williams, DE. 

Strengths: Coursey can't get any better per- 
‘centage-wise. He nailed all 14 of his field- 
‘goal atlempls last season, Perry could be the 
league's best pro prospect and is one of the 
best tight ends in the nation regardless of 
Classification, Jeter is difficult to contain but 
has been slowed by injures, 

‘Weaknesses; The Dukes will start untested 
Wille Gonzalez at quarterback. Gonzalez, a 
senior who started his career at Georgia Tech 
alter a sterling prep career in Miami, sup- 
plants career passing leader Mike Cawley. 
Eighteen players on James Madison's two- 
deep list at the close of the '95 season are 


gone, 
‘Outlook: Wood, a former University of Miami 
assistant, call this a rebuilding y 

‘James Madison lacks size and experience 
but could be among the Yankeo's quickest 
teams. The Dukes loom as dangerous but inconsistent 
‘Schedule: Shippensburg (Pa.), Sept 

State, opt. 14; at Boston University, Sep. 21; New 
Hampshire, Sep. 28; Maine, Oct. 5; Wiliam & Mary, Oct 
12; at Richmond, Oct. 19; at Delaware, Oct. 26; 
Northeastern, Nov 2; at Connecticut, Nov 

Nov 16. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1995. 

Nickname: Dukes. Site: Harisonburg, Va. 


5. VILLANOVA 


Coach: Andy Talley (68-46-1 record, 1 years, 96-652 


cveral, 16 years). 

1995 record; 38, Yankee Mid-Atlantic: 266th, 

‘Top players: Anthony Cowsette, FB; Josh Dolbin, WR; 
Cutis Dunaway, LB; Brian Finneran, WR; Jason Gattuso, 
LB; Kyle Helton, WR; Chris Machovina, DE; Matt 
Meknight, OT; Sean Theis, LB 

Strengths: Clint Park, who transfered from the U.S, 
Naval Academy in 1994, is back as the Wildcats’ mobile 
‘quarterback. The Finneran twins, Brian and Brad, are 6-5 
pass targets. And Cowsette can be punishing running 
behind Vilanovas HA-sized tne. 

Weaknesses: The Wildcats couldn't make defensive 
stops when necessary last season. They lost six games 
by si or fewer points, In addon, Vilanova quarterbacks 
threw 14 interceptions. 

Outlook: Talley has brought in a new offensive coordina- 
tor, Dave Clawson (rom Lehigh), to spice up the Wildcats’ 
attack, Clawson's impact could tum things Vilanova's way 
in close games, 

Schedule; at Rutgers, Aug. 31; Massachusetts, Sep. 7; 
Delaware, Sept. 14; Fordham, Sept. 21; at Connecticut, 
Oct 5 at Northeastem, Oct. 12; Wiliam & Mary, Oc. 19; 


Richmond needs to develop a passing game to take pres- 
‘sure off tailback Minoso Rodgers (911 yards last season). 


at Richmond, Oct. 
Hampshire, Nov. 9 


Rhode Island, Nov. 2; at New 
James Madison, Nov. 16, 


Last I-AA playoff appearance: 1992, i 


Nicknar 


6. NORTHEASTERN 


Coach: Barry Gallup (1397-1, 5 year). 

41995 record: 47, Yankee Mid-Alanti: 2-6/T8th. 

‘Top players: Brian Chamberain, OT; Jerome Daniels, OT; 
Brandon Hanes, K; Andy MoCarthy, DE; Jim Murphy, 
Loyd Nugent, DE; Matt Quinn, LB; Leroy Robinson, SS; 
David Smith, WR; Brian Vaughan, TB. 

Strengths: Ten offensive starters return, led by the exper- 
enced Murphy and Vaughan (742 yards) The Huskies 
feature two 300-pound blockers in AlkAmeria hopeful 
CChamberain and Daniels, Smith has been clocked at 4.3 
seconds in the 40-yard dash, Hanes is a quality field-goal 
kicker 

Weaknesses: The Yankee's best secondary last season 
‘needs tobe rebuilt. The Huskies went from a run-and- 
shoot alignment fo @ mutiple scheme in 95 and will con- 
tinue thet search fr consistent offensive complements to 
‘Vaughan, Northeastern scored 20 or fewer points seven 
times last year. 

Outlook: Four ofthe Huskies” fist six games are at 
home, offering hope for an uncustomary fas stat. 
Gallup's team wil tke any pluses it can ge. 

Schedule: Maine, Aug. 29; Connecticut, Sept. 14; at 
Lafayette, Sent. 21; at Massachusets, Sept, 28; 
Richmond, Oct. 5; Vlanova, Oct. 12; at Delaware, Oc. 
49; at Wiliam & Mary, Oct 26; at James Maison, Nov, 2; 
Boston University, Nov. 9; New Hampshire, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Huskies. Site: Boston, 


Wildcats. Site: Philadelphia, 
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NEW ENGLAND DIVISION _ ; 
1. CONNECTICUT 


Coach: Skip Holtz (12-10, 2 years) 

1995 record: 8:3. Yankee New England: §-3/2nd. 

Top players: Dennis Callaghan, OL; TaVart Class, OT; 
Baron Johnson, C; Brad Keatley, LB; Dexter Marin, LB; 
‘Anthony McKinney, TE; Dan Newton, WR; Pat Russo, DE; 
Shane Statiord, OB; Tory Taylor, RB, 

Strengths: Taylor ventured to Stors from the Orlando area 
and proceeded to run for 1,262 yards as a freshman—a 
Connecticut season record. He's one of seven starters 
back from an offense that averaged 297.4 yards last sea- 
son, the second-best figure in the league. Stator passed 
for 1 touchdowns as another fist year player 
Weaknesses: UConn is missing a big-pay receiver. Also, 
the Huskies must replace David DeArmas, who set a 
school record for field goals and was a quaity unter. They 
also need to show a killer instinct—after starting 6-0 last 
season, the Huskies dropped three oftheir next four 
(games and disappeared from Yankee ‘itl contention. 
Outlook: Thrd-year coach Holtz, son of the Notre Dame 
head man, wants to build a consistent LAA contender 
before attempting to vault the HusWies tothe FA ranks. The 
constuction i under way, based on an impressive national 
recruiting effort. Most of the pieoes are in place for another 
sold season, 

‘Schedule: at Butialo, Sep. 7; at Northeastern, Sept, 14; at 
New Hampshire, Sep. 21; at Yale, Sep. 28; Vilanova, Oct. 
5; Maine, Oct. 12; Rhode Island, Oct. 19; Hofstra, Oct. 26; 
at Boston Univesity, Nov. 2; James Madison, Nov. at 
Massachusetts, Nov. 16. 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: None, 

Nickname: Huskies, Site: Stor, Conn. 


2. RHODE ISLAND 


Goach: Floyd Keith (12:21, 9 years; 95-882 overall, 7 
years). 
1995 record: 7-4, Yankee New England: 6-2/st. 


bul, WRK Jed we LE: rk Fort DE ie 4. MASSACHUSETTS 


Hansen, OT; Chris Hixson, QB; Laon Jones, LB; Chris Coach: Mike Hodges (26-17, 4 years). 
Lawson, DB; Shyron Sanford, TB. 1995 record: 6-5. Yankee New Er 34h. 
Strengths: In his first three seasons at Rhode Island, Top players: Matt Aleg, C; Frank Alessio, TB; Kory 
Hixson has thrown 42 touchdown passes and completed Blackwell, CB; Ron Brockington, FB; Anthony Cafterton, 
neatly 60 percent of his ttemps. He teams most efectve- QB: Ron Felice, G; Bryan Healy, TE: Matt Jordan, TB; Dan 
|y with Butler, who had 700 receiving yards last year. ‘Markowski, OT; Justin Riemer, LB; Khari Samuel, LB. 
Running back James Jenkins, a transfer from Clemson, ‘Strengths: The running game and strong defense continue 
jpins nine returning ofensive starters. Linebacker Jones tobe Massachusetts caling cards. Alessio averaged 7.9 
keys a solid group of defensive holdovers yards per cary last season onthe way tothe Yankee rush- 
Weaknesses: The Rams were latin the Yankee in ush- ing crown (1,276 yards). Hel get help ftom Jordan, who 
ing fast season, averaging only 76.9 yards per game. Their ‘averaged 7.4 yards per rush, The offensive line returns 
{wo best defensive linemen are gone intact. UMass' top four inebackers also are back. 
Qutlook: For a change, expectations are igh. One nega- Weaknesses: The Minutemen want to establish a consis- 
five note: Four of Rhode Island's last five games are on the tent passing game, something missing or several seasons. 
oad—including major tests at Connecticut and Delaware. They averaged a horrendous 47-5 yards per game in the 
Schedule: American International, Aug. 31; Wiliam & airlast year, withthe passing attack netting 483 yards and 
Mary, Sept. 7; New Hampshire, Sept. 14; at Maine, Sept. ‘wo touchdowns in 11 games. Option threat Catteton 
21; Brown, Sept. 28; Massachusetts, Oct. 5; at begins his first season as the No. 1 quarterback. There 
Connecticut, Oct. 19; Boston University, Oct. 26; at are hols inthe secondary and Rene Ingogla, the 
Villanova, Nov. 2; at Delaware, Nov. 16; at Hosta, Nov. Yankge's allsime leading rusher, has moved on. 
23 Outlook: ifthe veteran Minutemen could get any kind of 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1985. passing game going, they might contend fora tie, With 
Nickname: Rams. Site: Kingston, Rl four of UMass first five games on the road, the team's fale 
could be decided early. 
Schedule: at Vilanova, Sept. 7; at Holy Cross, Sept. 14; at 
3. NEW HAMPSHIRE Fichond, Sept. 21; Notheastem, Sept. 28; at Rhode 
Coach: Bil Bowes (SEBO DayeaaSC*«SMand, Oct. 5; Boston University, Oct. 12; Butalo, Oct. 19; 
3. Yankee New England: 4-4/3 

Jerry Azumah, TB; Al Barrow, WR; Geotfery 

Boyd, FS; Chris Bresnahan, OB; Peter Christopher, LB; 


at New Hampshire, Oct. 26; Maine, Nov. 2; at Wiliam & 

Mary, Nov. 9; Connecticut, Nov. 16, 
Last AA playoff appearance: 1990. 

Matt Crispino, OF; Jon Gury, KP: Pat Downey, C; Cavin Nicneme; Miciemen. She: Ariicast Mase: 

ones, WR; Brendan Richter, LB; Jeff Tamulsk, TE. 

Strengths: As a freshman, Azumah rushed for 1,105 yards 

inca dh games. Two er ting backe—Dan 5. BOSTON UNIVERSITY 

Kreider and Dave Lopez—combined for 619. Bresnahan Goach: Tom Masela (ist yea) 

completed 54.5 percent of his pass attempts in'95 and his 1995 record: 3-8. Yankee New England: 1-7/TSth. 

top three receivers, including standout ight end Tamulski, Top players: Bily Arne, DB; Jim Balducci, DE; Julien 

are back. Dale, RB; Brett Dedman, TE; Kevin Foley, QB; Damon 


2 


Weaknesses: One of the Yankee's best defenses over the 
ast two years is missing its top two linemen and two 
defensive backs. The Wildoats tured the ball over 29 
times last season. 

Qutlook: Usualy song defensively, New Hamphsire could 
‘ide a good offense to whatever success it enjoys in 96, 
Look for Bowes to notch his 21st winning season in 25 
years at UNH. 

‘Schedule: at Rhode Island, Sept. 14; Connecticut, Sept. 
21; at James Macison, Sept. 28; at Wiliam & Mary, Oct. 5; 
Lehigh, Oct. 12; at Maine, Oct. 19; Massachusetts, Oct. 28; 
Richmond, Nov. 2; Vilanova, Nov. 9; at Boston University, 
Nov. 16; at Northeastern, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1994 

Nickname: Widcats. Site: Durham, NH. 


Quarterback Jim Murphy is one of 10 returning offensive starters for Northeastern. 


Mickel, WR; van Padil, DT; Travis Fait, C; Jason Ross, 
DB; Pete Simonian, LB. 

Strengths: Maryland transfer Foley retums for his second 
BU season afte throwing for 3,182 yards and 14 touch 
downs, Dale, a 250-pound back, was named the Yankee's 
best rookie two seasons ago (@11 yards rushing) but had 
injury and personal problems last year. Nine defensive 
slarlers return, and the Terirs should be strong on both 
lines. The secondary is experience-aden. 

Weaknesses: BU's top four receivers from last season are 
gone, Out ofa run-and-shoot setup, the Terers rushed for 
an average of just 86.7 yards per game in’95, BU yielded 
278 points per outing and was tumover-prone. 

Outlook: Former BU assistant Masella has replaced Dan 
‘Alen as coach and implemented a muliple one-back 
scheme that wil give the running game a grearter role. 
Better ball contol and astifer defense are the Terriers’ 
keys to improvement. 

Schedule; at St. May's (Calf), Sept. 7; at Maine, Sept. 14; 
James Madison, Sept 21; Richmond, Sept, 28; at 
Delaware, Oct 5; al Massachusetts, Oc. 12; Hofstra, Oct 
49; at Rhode Island, Oct. 26; Connecticut, Nov 2; at 
Northeastem, Nov, $; New Hampshire, Nov. 16. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1994. 

Nickname: Terers Site: Boston. 


6. MAINE 


Coach: Jack Cosgrove (9-24, years). 
1995 record: 38, Yankee New England: 1-7/T3th, 
Top players: Derek Carter, FS; Mike Flynn, OT; Bryan 
Hawkes, OLB; Bob Jameson, TB; Mitch Maury, 
‘O'Connor, WR; Andre Pam, TB; Bert Rich, CB; Dave Rit, 
OT; Todd Wiliamson, DE. 

‘Strengths: Running backs Pam (1,250 yards in '95) and 
Jameson (828) give the Back Bears a nice tandem to build 
around offensively. Maine's offensive line, keyed by Flynn, is. 
‘among the most powertulin the Yankee. 

Weaknesses: To become more compatitve in the league, 
the Bears need a huge injection of speed in the defensive 
bacild to stop big plays and at receiver to make big 
plays. Quarterback Mickey Fein, expected to stat, stug- 
led last season as a true freshman. The Bears lost four 
games by a total of 12 points, 

‘Outlook: Maine, which has had three consecutive three- 
victory seasons, may not be able to sustain that pace. The 
Bears’ ground-game offense is too predictable and they 
simpy lack quaity personnel at most postions. 
‘Schedule: at Northeastern, Aug. 29; at Fordham, Sept. 7; 
Boston University, Sept. 14; Rhode Island, Sept. 21; 
Delaware, Sept. 28; a James Madison, Oct. 5; at 
Connecticut, Oct. 12; New Hampshire, Oc. 19; at 
Massachusetts, Nov. 2; at Hofstra, Noy. 9; Buffalo, Nov. 16. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1989. 

Nickname: Black Bears. Site: Orono, Maine. 


Text by John O'Connor. 
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100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


MAAC Team Cuarts 


1. DUQUESNE 


Coach: Greg Gattuso (20-11, 3 years). 

1995 record: 10-1. MAAC: 7-O/ist. 

Top players: Todd Amick, DE; Carmen Brcilo, C; Kevin 
Coates, LB; Bryan Corel, DB; Andy Crocker, G; Todd 
‘Owynar, TE; Matt Fisher, LB; Dave Loya, QB; Mark Neely, 
WR: Bruce Nelson, P; Joe Rosato, WR; Bil Sepich, DB, Sr. 
Strengths: Loya threw for 2,000 yards last year and directed a 


running attack that gained 2,012 yards. Rosato and Neely com- 


bined for 90 receptions, This isa superior, welt balanced and 
experienced team on offense, Fisher isa force on defense, 
Weaknesses: The defense lst ve four-year starts to 
graduation and is extremely young. This group wil have to 
mature quickly o rely onthe offense to match ast year’s 
average of 28.5 points per game. 

Outlook: Duquesne may be hard-pressed to match last 
year’s 10-1 record, But Gattuso's group has more than 
‘enough talent to repeat as MAAC champion. 

‘Schedule: Marist, Sept. 14; at St. John's, Sept. 21; Gannon, 
Sept. 28; at Set al Fame Pa Os 


Peter's, Nov, 9; at Canisius, Nov 16. 
Last LAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Dukes, Site; Pitsburgh. 


2. GEORGETOWN 


Coach: Bob Benson (15-12, 9 years) 
1995 record: 6-3. MAAC: 5-2/2nd. 

Top players: Scott Aubuchon, DE/P; Chris Colman, WR; 
Mike Fiorito, DT; Steve loro, TB; Janne Kouri, DT; teva 
zeranio, OL; Scat Palos, FB; Sieve Pogorelec, NT; Rob 
Rosenthal, WR; Joe Tocisco, TB; Bill Ward, OB, 

Strengths: Other than tight end Christopher Smith (a team- 
leading 28 receptions), the only notable person Georgetown 
lost on offense was the guy who brought in the water bucket 
during timeouts. Todisco and loro combined for 1,382 yards 
rushing last season, Ward passed for 1,392 yards and 11 
touchdowns but was intercepted 14 times, 

Weaknesses: Teams thal can gt past Georgetown's delen- 
sive fron three of Kou, Fiorito and Pagorelec wil have suc- 
‘cess. They're the only defenders wih meaningful experience, 
Outlook: Like Duquesne, the Hoyas need their defense to 
catch up wit the ofense It does, Georgetown wil contend. 
Schedule: at Faireld, Sep. 21; at Siena, Sept. 28; Marist, 
Oct. 5; lona, Oct. 12; at Duquesne, Oct, 19; al Fordham, Oct 
26; Canisius, Nov ; al St. John's, Nov. B; St Peter's, Nov. 
16; Holy Cross, Nov, 23 

Last -AA playotf appearance: None, 

Nickname: Hoyas, Site: Washington, D.C. 


3. MARIST 


Coach: Jim Parady (2217-1, 4 years). 
4995 record: 6-4, MAAC: 4-9/Tard, 

‘Top players: Paul Castilo, KR; Chris Credno, LB; Gavin 
Cronin, FB; Chris D’Autorio, WRIK; Jon Reed, WR; Jovan 
Rhodes, RB; Hugh Stanton, C; Maury Wilks, LB; Mario 
Wilson, SSICB, 

‘Strengths: "Run to Daylight should be the theme in 1996. 
Rhodes needs to retum to his freshman form (1,058 yards on 
the ground) to get the offense cranked up. D’Autorio isa double 
threat and Wilson is one ofthe MAAC's top defensive backs, 
Weaknesses: Who's ring this ship? Marist rotated two 
Quarterbacks last season and four players took snaps overall, 
‘The Foxes need to make major repairs on both ines, 
Qutlook: the running game gets going and Marist receives 
sold play at quarterback, the Foxes could have some bit. 
But those are big ifs. 

Schedule: at Duquesne, Sept. 
Sept. 28; at Georgetown, Oct 
Oct. 19; at St Peter's, Oct. 2 
Canisius, Nov 9 at Siena, Nov, 16. 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: None, 
Nickname: Red Foxes, Site: Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 


4. ST. JOHN'S 


Goach: Bob Ricca (114-69-1, 18 years). 
4995 record: 4-6. MAAC: 3-4/T3th, 
Top players: Chris Chaisson, LB; Jermaine Creighton, RB; 
Steve DeAmicis, DB; Kurt Ditzler, DB; Rob Feise, LB; Ken 
Forte, DB/ WR; Bll Grub, WR; Jery Holman, OB; Anthony 
Sparacia, OB; Joe Vancott, LB, Soph. 

Strengths: Ricca is one ofthe league's finest coaches—his 
presence onthe sidelines is sometimes the diffrence in a 
‘game. Fifteen starters and 40 lettermen are back. Creighton 
ran for 914 yards last season despite injuries. And Forte and 
DeAmicis aa big-play detenders, 


lona, Sept 21; at Wagner, 
‘aitield, Oo. 12; St. Johns, 
fowson State, Nov. 2; 


Weaknesses: Athough Holman showed promise in four starts 
aa freshman, he fas to prove he's a No.1 quarterback. 
Outlook: If there is a sleeper team in the MAAC, this is it. If 
things break right, @ league tla snout of the question. 
‘Schedule: at Sacred Heart (Conn.), Sept. 14; Duquesne, 
Sepl. 21; Faitield, Sept. 27; at Sl. Pete's, Oct. 11; at Maris, 
‘Oct, 19; at Canisius, Oct. 26; Siena, Nov. 2; Georgetown, Nov. 
8; at lona, Nov. 16; Stony Brook, Nov, 28. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None 

Nickname: Red Storm, Site: Jamaica, NY. 


5. IONA 


Coach: Harold Crocker (48-60-1, 1 years), 
1995 record: 3-6. MAAC: 3-4/T3th, 

Top players: Luis Barbier, WR; Jeff Bridges, 
LB; Jeff Commander, DE; Ralnh Dupont, WR; Cameron 
Edwards, DT; Whitney Epps, CB; Bill Gipson, OL; Hiram 
Montanez, WR; Tom Moran, DE, 

‘Strengths: Like St, John's, the Gaels have a teific coach, 
(Crocker saried his career at lona with 24 consecutive losses 
buts 48-38-1 since, Epps isa top-of-the-line comerback and 
the defensive tron is formidable. 

‘Weaknesses: Quarterback Tom Prougian is gone, taking with 
him vitualy every lona passing record. Somehow, a capable 
svocessor must be found, The offensive line is untested. 
‘Outlook: Even with Prougian at quarterback, lona tured in 
3-6 seasons in'94 and 95, Crocker, known for developing 
quarterbacks, wil have to strut his stuf 

‘Schedule: Wagner, Sept. 14; at Marist, Sept, 21; at Pace, 
Sepl. 28; Canisius, Oct, 5; al Georgetown, Oct. 12; Siena, 
Oct, 19; at Duquesne, Oct. 26; St Peter's, Nov 2; at Fairfield, 
Nov 9; St. John's, Nov. 16 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Gaels, Site: New Rochelle, NY. 


6. CANISIUS 


Coach: Chuck Willams (46; year), 

1995 record: 4-6. MAAC: 4-3/T31d, 

Top players: Nick Adinoli, TB; Chris Carlson, FS; Scott 
Dochat, DE; Mike Fss, LB; Mark Kolbe, WR; Christian 

hn Prizner, TE; Brad Sieve, LB; Brian 
Swalland, DT; Frank Zabawa, DE; Tony Zorati, OT. 
‘Strengths: Kolbe, Kramer and Prizner have terific hands, 
and Canislus can choose from thee quarterbacks to get them 
the ball. Question: Can the young line give everyone enough 
time? Zabawa and Swatland will provide defensive pressure. 
Weaknesses: Canisius will miss special teams players Aaran 
Fix, Tom Bernardo and C.J. Hurl. Tis also isa team in 
need ofa running back. 

Outlook: While the Golden Grits have depth at quarterback, 
someone must assert himsell Canisius vl be lucky to finish 
in the firs dvsion—although Wiliams has voiced optimism. 
‘Schedule: at Gannon, Sept. 14; St, Peter's, Sep. 28; at lona, 
(Oct. 5; Siena, Oct 12; at Farield, Oct. 19; St, John's, Oct. 26; 
at Georgetown, Nov. 2; at Marist, Nov. 9; Duquesne, Nov, 16. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Golden Grifins, Site: Bufao, 


7. ST. PETER’S 


qi Bab Pula, 
OL; Tom Reali, FBIP; Lee Regenbogen, DBILB; Colin 
Scheitier, LB; Jade Tanguay, WRIKA. 

‘Strengths: Reali, who missed half ofthe season with a 
shoulder injury, averaged 6.4 yards per carry. Scheiferaver- 
aged 9.9 tackles per game, 

‘Weaknesses: The Peacocks lack experience and aren't 
phiysicaly imposing, They were shut out in four of thei final 
five games last season, 

Qutlook: St. Pete's remains a few years—and more than a 
few players—away. The performance of Batuck, a transfer 
from Colgate, wil tl alot about the offense, 

Schedule: Siena, Sept. 21; at Canisius, Sept. 28; at Faltild, 
Oc. 5; St. John's, Oct. 11; at Wagner, Oct. 19; Marist, Oct. 26, 
at lona, Nov. 2; Duquesne, Nov. 9; at Georgetown, Nov. 16. 
Last AA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Peacocks Site: Jersey City, NJ. 


8. SIENA 


Goach: To be announced, 
41995 record: 0-9. MAAC: 0-7/6th. 

‘Top players: Mike Byron, QB; Ray Clark, TE; Mike Courtney, 
QB; Reggie Greene, TB; Steve Mazurosk, OL; Bob Menge, 
OL; Gabe Ryan, FB; Jeff Sawulski, WR; Paul Sei, DB; Scot 
Snyder, LB. 

‘Strengths: Greene, LAAs leading nisher and top all-purpose 


PREDICTIONS 


ALL-MAAG TEAM 


OFFENSE ~ 
Pos._Name, School. HUW Class 
WR MARK NEELY, Duquesne e01a5 Se 
WR __JOE ROSATO, Duquesne SA0N65 Je 
TE TODD CWYNAR, Duquesne. 64/210 Se 


T__ TONY ZORATT, Canisius 
STEVE QZERANIC, Georgetown 6.2240 Jk 
‘ANDY CROCKER, Duquesne _6-3/240 St. 

ie 


Peeae 


RB__JOVAN RHODES, Marit. 


DEFENSE 
Pos. Name, School ‘HUW. Class 
E FRANK ZABAWA, Canisius 6.4280 St 
T JANE KOURI, Georgetown 6-4255——_‘St 
T___BRIAN SWATLAND, Canisius §-2/250. an 
E__ TODD AMICK, Duquesne 617290 St 
(8 _WILLIAM BRYANT, St Peters 62220 Si 
LB MATT FISHER, Duquesne 61205 Soph. 
LB MAURY WILKS, Marist 6025 St. 
CB__WHITNEY EPPS, lona <a 
0B KEN FORTE, Si. John's e248 St 
S___ MARIO WILSON, Maris BAe de 
‘S__CHRISCARLSON, Canisus 6190 St 
SPECIALISTS. 
Pos. Name, School Huw Class, 
kK CHRISDAUTORIO, Mant ___5:117192 Sr. 


eo Sea aOR Georgetown 697200 
ILO, Mafist 5-350 Soph. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: REGGIE GREENE, RB, Siena 
DEFENSE: FRANK ZABAWA, E, Canisius 


back last season, isthe most ged player inthe league, 
Greene ran for 162.3 yards per game. 

‘Weaknesses: The Saints have decent kil players to com- 
plement Greene, but their lines just dont match up with the 
rest of the league. 

‘Outlook: Well, at last thee is one, After Siena pasted a 2.26 
record ove the past three seasons, school officals decided to 
drop footbal, But the board of trustees proceeded fo reverse 
the decision—and even increased funding, On the fied, 
though, theres litle reason fr opimism at this juncture, 
Schedule: at St. Peter's, Sept. 21; Georgetown, Sept. 28; 
Duquesne, Oot. 5; at Canisius, Oct 12; at lona, Oct. 19; 
Fairfield, Oct. 26; at St. John's, Nov. 2 at Monmouth, Nov. 9; 
Marist, Nov. 16. 

Last AA playoff appearance: None 

Nickname: Sains, Site: Loudonville, NL. 


9. FAIRFIELD 


Goach: Kevin Kiesel (irs year, 15-15-1 overall, 3 years), 
4995 record: 1996 will be program's fist season, 
‘Top players: Program's fst season. 
Strengths: A strong commitment by the administration, 
whichis something that can't be underestimated at this level 
Weaknesses: This is Faire’ frst season in the MAAC, 
frst season in Division IAA... heck, frst season period (since 
its cub-footall days that ended a decade ago). The Stags 
have shortcomings everywhere 
Outlook: What can you say about a team that hasn't played 
‘a game but already has had two coaches? Fairfield hired 
Boston Univesity assistant Tom Masella in 1995, but just 
after his "tm happy to be here speech’ atthe preseason lun- 
cheon, he resigned to {ake the top job at BU. The Stags sure- 
1y wll fake their lumps inthe team's first couple of seasons. 
Schedule: Central Connecticut Stale, Sept. 14; Georgetown, 
Sept. 21; al SL. John's, Sept 27; St. Peters, Oc. 5; at Marist, 
Oct. 12; Canisius, Oct. 19; at Siena, Oct. 26; at Duquesne, 
Nov. 2; fona, Nov. 9 
Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 
Nickname: Stags. Site: Faiield, Conn. 

Text by Rich Thomaselli, Poughkeepsie 


(N.Y) Journal. 
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PIONEER TEAM CHARTS 


1. DRAKE 


Coach: Rob Ash (47-21-2, 7 yeas, 98°57-5 overl, 16 yeas) 
1995 record: 8-1-1, Pioneer: §-0tst 

deramy Fisher, DB; Anthony 
Fale, LB; Felix Gallagher, G; Jason Grove, RB; Bu. Hellyer, 
1B; Charl Henry, TE; Charlie Schimberg, RB; Nate 
Schneider, C; Jace Smroka, DT; Matt Snell, PIK; Ben 
Wolford, OB, 

Strengths: The Bulldogs a selt-destructive team in previous 
years finaly got over the hump and beat Dayton to win the 
league tile last season, As a result, they shouldbe fl of 
confidence in 1996. I Wolford, a senior, can excel inhi fist 
year as a stator, the offense coud be good again, Grove is 
coming ofa super freshman year (754 yards in seven 
games, 5.2 yards a cary), Snell is one ofthe bast Kickers 
inthe league, 

Weaknesses: Ash is concerned about his comerbacks, 
since none of them played a snap last season; last year 
Drake had two good ones in Tom Boecker and Kerman 
Mason, The departure of al-leaque linebacker Matt Garis 
leaves a hole in the middle, and both defensive ends will 
be new. 

Outlook: Despite having some holes, Drake appears to be 
the class ofthe league, The rosters stocked with upper- 
classmen wating 1 assume stating roles, Wollor's perfor 
‘mance isthe biggest question mark, but Ash says Wolford 
has better physical fools than his predecessor, the cagey 
Roy Fletcher, The Buldogs enter the season with a seven- 
game winning streak. 

Schedule: Morningside, Sept, 7; 
San Diego, Sept. 21; at St. Mary's, Sept. 
at Evansville, Oct. 12; Valparaiso, Oct. 19; at Dayton, Oct. 
26; at Aurora, Nov. 2; Wayne State, Noy. 9; at Northwestern 
(low), Nov. 16. 

Last I-AA playotf appearance: Nona, 

Nickname: Bulldogs. Site: Des Moines, lowa. 


2. DAYTON 


ach Kay 27,15 ou), 
1995 record: 9-2, Pioneer: 
‘Top players: Zack Cin 


(QB; Curt Lemmertrock, OT; Josh Lemmon, 
WR; Beau Schuetz, DB; Bill Schmidt, DE. 
Strengths: Only nine starters return, but the Flyers have vet- 
rans at most positions, Both ines should be sold, Homoki 
and Fluharty lend stably tothe defense, Kall gives Hugar 
and Paulick high marks as pass receivers, Cline has all 
league talent, 

Weaknesses: There is a lack of depth at virtually every post- 
ton, dohns, a junior, has talent but very litle experience. The 
stable of running backs is the weakest Dayton has had in 
many years. 

Outlook: The Flyers wil give a good account of themselves, 
a usual, but hey may lack the overall talent to regain fst 
place from Drake attr tying forthe tin 1994, The sched- 
tle certainly won't help: Dayton plays only one ofits five 
league games at home, where the Flyers are 738-1 Inthe 
past seven years Kely has he highest winning percentage 
(841) of any current coach in Divison I. 

Schedule: Morehead State, Sept 7; Georgetown (Ky), 
Sept. 14; Wisconsin-Platteville, Sept. 21; at Towson State, 
Sept. 28; at Evansville, Oct. 5; Robert Mortis, Oct. 12; at 
Baller, Oct. 19; Drake, Oct, 26; at Valparaiso, Nov. 2; 
Wotford, Nov. 9; at San Diego, Nov, 16, 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: Nov 
Nickname: Firs. Site: Dayton, Ohio. 


3. SAN DIEGO 


Coach: To be announced 
1995 record: 55. Pioneer: 
Top players: Buddy Brown, DL; Mike Buhler, PK; Jeb 
Dougherty, SS; Duncan Hardy, TE; Evan Hlavacek, REVWR; 
Kujanga Jackson, DB; Jared Keo, RB; John Khamis, OB; 
yan Marcos, DL; Sal Navarra, LB/DB; Todd Plutchok, OT; 
Jon Walker, C, 

‘Strengths: Buhler is one of the best punters in the league, 
Hlavacek is a dangerous runner and receiver, The sec- 
ondary remains strong even after the departure of all-star 
{tee safety Doug Popovich, Brown and Marcos are solid 


; Dan Paulick, 


defensive linemen. Walker and Plutchok are exceptional 
offensive linemen. 

Weaknesses: Walker and Plutchok are exceptional, but the 
{quards alongside them have no experience. The defensive 
line needs reinforcements, The offensiva backfield lacks 
speed. Longtime coach Brian Fogarty unexpectedly resigned 
in May to take an administrative job in the athletic depart- 
‘ment. 

Outlook: The Toreros could have ted forthe Paneer ile 
last year they had beaten Drake in the season finale, and 
they gave the Bulldogs a good fight, A strong senior season 
from Khamis would make them contenders again, 
Schedule: at Chico State (Calf), Sept. 7; Califia 
Lutheran, Sept. 14; at Drake, Sept, 21; Valparaiso, Sept. 28; 
al St, Mary's (Cal); Oct. 5; Evansvile, Oct. 19; at Butler, 
Oct. 26; Whiter, Nov. 2; at Azuza Pacific, Nov. 9; Dayton, 
Nov, 16. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Toreros, Site: San Diego, 


4, VALPARAISO 


‘Coach: Tom Home (22-46-+4, 7 years; 48-79-2 overall, 13 years) 


1995 record: 5-5. Pioneer: 1-4/Tath, 

Top players: Ike Ano, FS; Nick Browder, QB; Bob 
Cracknel, FB: Joti Harrington, DE; Matt Kulp, DT; Scott 
Lateke, LB; Eric Rodbro, C; Ronnie Sazone, CB; Sahl 
‘Shaheed, SS; Michael Tolbert, WR. 

Strengths: Browder is the most gifted quarterback in the 
league, and Tolbert (38 catches, 517 yards last season) 
is one of its best receivers. A potentially good defense— 
led by Latzke, Sazone, Kulp and Harrington—should 
have the maturity it lacked last season, Browder, a senior 
and two-year starter, needs 1,642 yards to become the 
schools career total offense loader. 

Weaknesses: The Crusaders willbe hard-pressed to 
replace Scot Hinrichs, a 64 recelver who drew extra atten- 
ton from enemy defenses in an outstanding 1995 senior 
season, While theyre at it the Crusaders had better find a 
running back to replace the departed Ozzie Young and three 
naw ofensive linemen, 

Outlook: Valparaiso has demonstrated in the past two soa 
sons that it can play with anybody in the league, Troubla is, it 
hasn't won often enough. The Crusaders have the talent to 
make a serious run in’96, but they must beat Drake or 
Dayton to do it In three seasons inthe league, they haven't 
yet (a combined 0:8) 

Schedule: at Hope, Sept. 7; Alma, Sap. 14; Morehead 
Sate, Sept 24; at San Diego, Sept. 28; Butler, Oct. 12; at 
Drake, Oct. 19; at Evansvila, Ol. 26; Dayton, Nov. 2; 
‘Aurora, Nov, 8; at Kentucky Wesleyan, Nov, 16, 

Last LAA playotf appearance: None, 

Nickname: Crusaders. Site: Valparaiso, Ind 


5. BUTLER 


fop players: Kyle Condon, OB; Husani Dion, WR; Ron 
Griswold, NT; John Knight, WR; Damon Moore, CB; Jim 
Piko, WR; Naim Sanders, RB; El Stoddard, QB; Ryan 
Vermilion, OT; Nick Winings, LB, 

Strengths: There are plenty of experienced linemen on 
both sides of the ball The entire stating offensive ine is 
back (including 300-pound tackle Jamie Ford), and so are 
{our ofthe five starting defensive linemen, including stand- 
‘out Griswold, With AJ-American running back Amold 
Mickens no longer around, the Bulldogs should have much 
better offensive balance, 

Weaknesses: Confidence could be in shart supply after 
last season, when Butler plunged froma tie for first place 
in 1994 to three-way te fr last; it was the most lasses 
in Butler football history. Mickens’ departure leaves no 
Provan runner, and Stoddard has yet o start @ game at 
quarterback. Adam Burrells departure leaves a void at 
linebacker, There are eight starters back on defense, but 
that defense allowed 31 points a game last season. 
utiook: Butler could bounce back. Sophomore tailback 
Sanders will run effectively and wide recsivers Knight, Pko 
and Dillon can catch the ball i Stoddard lives upto is high 
school reputation as a good passer, 

‘Schedule: Towson State, Sept. 9; at Robert Morris, Sept 
14; Milikin, Sept. 21; at Drake, Oct. 5; at Valparaiso, Oc. 12; 
Dayton, Oct. 19; San Diego, Oct. 26; Evansville, Nov. ; at 
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Dayton SANT Se 
WW ‘TOLBERT, Vajparaiso 6-0/1 mt 
TE CHAR CHIRLE HEN Dae 64220 St 


AB 6-1/205__ Soph. 
co BUN LAVAGE, ind SHit70 St 
DEFENSE 


K__RYANHULME, Dayton 8185 
P__MATTSNELLER, Drake 510207 St. 


KR PATHUGAR, Dayion an 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: NICK BROWDER, QB, Valparaiso, 
DEFENSE: JEB DOUGHERTY, SS, San Diego 


Si Joseph's (Ind), Nov. 9 
Last AA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Bulldogs, Sits Indianapolis. 


6. EVANSVILLE 


Keach Ta ee a Ye 
1995 record: 55, Pione 
‘Top players: Pat Doorhy, LB; Brenan Eyeland, WR; Tom 
Fravel, ©; Eric Gardner, OLB; Eric Goebel, QB; Bryan 
dJanking, RJWR; Nate Kukla, TE; Shane Ricketts, UB; 
Tony Salpitra, RB; Jim Schaefer, DE; Mark Thomas, 
OB, 


Strengths: Difcult to say. The Purple Aces have had major 
turnover, which is certain to give the '96 team a different per- 
sonality, Sophomore tailback Salpiera was among a number 
‘of solid players who surfaced last season as the Aces dis 
‘covered a running game. Schaefer and Thomas are defen- 
sive mainstays. 
‘Weaknesses; The departure of stalwarts such as quarter- 
back Eric Fish, linebacker Adam Bruggenschmiat and safety 
James Duncan leave this team with many question marks, 
Except for Fravel, the offensive line is untested. Goebel, a 
senior, has itle experience; hel battle redshirt freshman 
Drew Purcell forthe statin job. 
‘Outlook: Evansville missed some golden opportunities for 
eague wins last season and may find it even more dificult 
during what appears to be a rebuilding year. 
Schedule: at Cumberland, Sept. 14; at Quincy, Sept. 21; 
MeKendree, Sept. 28; Dayton, Oct. 
San Diego, Oct. 19; Valparaiso, Oct. 26; at Buller, Nov. 
2; at Kentucky Wesleyan, Nov. 9; Morehead State, Nov. 
16. 
Last LAA playotf appearance: None. 
‘Nickname: Purple Aces. Si , Ind. 
Text by Bucky Albers of the Dayton 
(Ohio) Daily News. 


400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Unsung linebacker helps lead 
unsung Hofstra to I-AA success 


By J.P PELZMAN 


In November 1992, the 
Hofstra Flying Dutchmen 
were a bruised and battered 
football team. They had just 
finished their second season 
in Division LAA with a 50-6 
loss at perennial I-AA power 
Montana to finish the year 4-6, 
Hofstra’s first losing campaign 
since 1985. It was a precipi- 
tous drop for a program that 
had made five consecutive 
Division III playoff appear- 
ances from 1986-90. 

At the same time, Eugene 
McAleer was a 200-pound 
linebacker finishing a stellar 
high school career at 
Archbishop Ryan in 
Philadelphia. Yet the under- 
sized McAleer was attracting 
only token attention from I 
AA schools such as Delaware 
and Villanova. 

Voila. Three years later, 
Hofstra was in the LAA play- 
offs, and McAleer was an All- 
American middle linebacker. 
The parallels are obvious. 

“We've come so far in such 
a short period of time,” 
Hofstra coach Joe Gardi says. 

As has McAleer. “He's not 
that big,” Gardi says of the 6-0, 
230-pounder, “and if you clock 
him, he’s not that fast. But 
he’s got an instinct for the 
football that you can’t coach, 
He's what our defense is all 
about, I want to call them 
overachievers, but they get 
mad when I say it.” 

As a true freshman in 1993, McAleer 
played on special teams and made nine 
tackles, In '94, after sharing time at line- 
backer at the beginning of the season, he 
started the last five games and finished with 
58 tackles, fifth on the team. 

While McAleer was becoming a key con- 
tributor, Hofstra was starting to become a 
factor in LAA. A 286 victory over New 
Hampshire in October 1994 helped to pro- 
pel the Dutchmen into the LAA Top 25 for 
the first time, and they won their first seven 
games of the season before losing to 
Towson State, 24-21. 

Still, Hofstra finished 8-1-1 after a 41-41 
tie at Delaware in the season finale. In that 
game, Dutchmen wide receiver Wayne 
Chrebet caught five touchdown passes to 
tie a LAA record held by Jerry Rice. Last 
season, Chrebet, like Rice, was a starting 
wide receiver in the NFL (Chrebet had 66 
receptions for the New York Jets). Chrebet 
joined the Jets as a free agent and became 
a starter by opening day. His progression 
gives McAleer hope as he enters his 
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Thanks largely to overachievers like McAleer, Hofstra has 
emerged as a powerful I-AA program. 


senior season. 

“I know I’m not the biggest or strongest 
or fastest,” McAleer says, “but I know I can 
play football. As soon as the ball is snapped, 
I know where it’s going. I don’t look at 
myself as an overachiever. I look at myself 
as a good football player.” 

Last season, McAleer anchored a young 
defense that had lost seven starters from 
the year before. Hofstra finished second in 
LAA in scoring defense and seventh in 
rushing defense, and McAleer had a team- 
high 133 tackles, including 20 in a 36-10 vic- 
tory over Liberty. He also forced one fum- 
ble and recovered another in that game. 

“That was a dominating performance,” 
Gardi says. 

Hofstra brought in its first scholarship 
class last season and won its first 10 
games, moving to No. 7 in the I-AA poll. 
Critics said the Dutchmen had benefited 
from a weak schedule, and the charge 
wasn't without merit, considering Hofstra 
beat teams such as Cal State Sacramento, 
Charleston Southern, Fordham and 
Lafayette. 


WA _KAMILLOUD, CalPoly SLO 6-175 Je 
WR _ JOEY STOCKTON, W. Kentucky. 59/171 dr, 
‘TE ROBERT FRASIER, secs} 
T_ TURNER, W. 6 ~ 
Te 6787S 
G_JASONHASS, Jacisomvile Silo 64297 


OFFENSE: JOEY STOCKTON, WR, Westem Kentucky 
DEFENSE: EUGENE McALEER, LB, Hotstra. 1 


But the Dutchmen proved their worth to 
both the doubters and the NCAA selection 
committee by staying close against power- 
ful Marshall in their regular-season finale. 
Hofstra led 21-20 late in the third quarter 
before losing, 30-28, to the eventual LAA 
runner-up. 

“We showed we can play with anybody,” 
McAleer says. 

The season ended in disappointment a 
week later with a 38-17 first-round playoff 
loss to Delaware, but McAleer remains 
upbeat. 

“Ever since I came here,” he says, “every 
year has been better and better.” Not bad 
when you consider that when he first was 
recruited, McAleer had no clue where 
Hofstra was located (in Hempstead, N-Y., 
on Long Island). And when he went back to 
visit some of his old high school chums as 
a Hofstra freshman, he drew plenty of blank 
looks when he told them where he was 
playing. 

“That hurt me a lot,” McAleer says. 
“(@ut) now we're on the map. People know 
about the school.” 

Thanks largely to overachievers like 
Eugene McAleer. But just don’t call him 
one. ° 

JP Pelzman covers Hofstra football for 
Newsday. 
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I-AA INDEPENDENTS TEAM CHARTS 


1. LIBERTY 


Sah: San tar (2,7 eu). 
4995 record: 8: 

Top players: ten Bomar, LB; Rodney DeGrate, DT; 
Jarrod Everson, DL; Ruben Freeman, DE; Craig Henry, CB} 
‘Andrew McFadden, WRIRB: Ulysses Moore, OT; Kenyatia 
Murray, CB; Jessie Riley, LB; Lawrence Worthington, RB. 
Strengths: The Flames return 15 starters. McFadden—who 
als wil line up atreceiver—and Worthington are huge 
‘weapons. Three starters return on each line. 

Weaknesses: Few but significant. Liberty has no proven 
starter at quarterback or bght end. Exc Colvard, the No, 9 
panics -AAa year ago, also must be replaced. 

Outlook: Liberty won a school-record eight games in’, but 
17-46 loss 0 Georgia Southern probably cost the Flames a 
playoff berth. This year, the most experience in school history 
should transate ito atleast nine wins and Liberty's st play- 


off appearance, 
‘Schedule: at E, Tennessee St., Aug. 29; Westem Carolina, 
Sept. 7; Psp Bhatt eon 


Indiana State, Sept. 28; Hosta, 
Oat 18 Chant Sotho, Os 26 Faron! Neca 
Livingstone, Nov. 9; at Ga. Souther, Noy. 16, 
Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Flames, Site: Lynchburg, Va. 


2. HOFSTRA 


Goach: Joe Gard (48-152, 6 years). 

1995 record: 10-2 including 0-1 n A play) 

Top avr: at Clr LB Dave Ets Kon Een, 
ingo Graham, G; Cedric Johnson, CB; Jimmy Jones, RB; 

Eugane Nee, LB En Michael, WR; Paul Qe, in 


Pager A wi 2d on 1995. 
McAleer and Shannon lead a uni that ranked second nation- 
aly in scoring defense. 

‘Weaknesses: The loss of quarterback Kharon Brown, thir in 
the nation in total offense last year, leaves a huge void. ts 
tnclear what impact the loss ofthe offensive and delensive 
coordinators wil have. 

(Outlook: Hofstra ranked in the nation’s top 10 in seven sta- 
tistical categories last season. Look for mare ofthe same 
nw thatthe school has doubled is scholarships to 30. 
Expect Gard’ troops fo maka their second consecutive play- 
off appearance this fl 

Schedule: Cl Stale Sacramento, Sep. 7; at SW Texas 
Stale, Set. 14; Wester Ilinois, Sept 2; at Charleston 
Southern, Sep. 28; at Liberty, Oc. 12; at Boston U., Oct. 19; 
at Connecticut, Oc. 26; Butalo, Nov. 2; Main, Nov. 9; 
Youngstown State, Nov 1; Rhode island, Nov. 23. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1995 

‘Nickname: Flying Dutchmen. Site: Hempstead, N.Y. 


3. SAMFORD 


urt (17-1041, 2 years). 
4, 


Coach: Pete 


Nwagwu, 
Porter, WR: Joe Michael Rabertson, DE; Eric Tumer, CB; 
Shawn Wiliams, FB; Bart Yancey, 08. 
Strengths: Theen states retun. Yancey should become 
the Buldogs' career passing leader this season. I Dean is 
ready to go aftr knee surgery, Yancey may have more time. 
Weaknesses: I Dean doesn't relurn, Samford has no ofen- 


emen back. That could hur, since Yancey has prob- 
Jems under pressure, 

Outlook: Last year's freshman class, 44 strong is a year 
avy fom mang a scape The Bultos pe the 
{our teams that bea them in 1995 on the road this season. 

Sil, Samford should have its best season since 1992, Terry 
Bowden's last as its coach. 

‘Schedule: Knoxvile College, Sept. 7; Austin Peay, Sept. 14: 
at Tennessee State, Sept. 21; Alcom State, Sep. 28; Nichols 
State, Oct 5; at Central Florida, Oct. 12; al Jacksonville 
State, Oct. 19; at Stephen F. Austin, On. 26; Wofford, Nov. 2; 
UT Martin, Nov. 18 at Troy State, Nov. 21, 

Last AA playoff appearance: 1992, 

Nickname: Bulldogs. Site: Birmingham, Ala. 


4. YOUNGSTOWN ST. 
Coach: Jim Tressel (87-41-2, 10 years), 


1995 record: 3-8 
Jake Andreadis, TB; ‘Andre  Jathroe, DT; Jake 


painful 1995, The receivers are quick and the light ends are 


sold. Jethroe is one ofthe best defensive tackles in LAA. 
‘Weaknesses: Quarterback Mark Brungard, who led the 
Penguins o two national tes, is gone. So are two A 
‘Ametcans on defense. Inthe spring, Tressel itched several 
players trom offense to defense and vie versa. How those play- 


from 1990-94, s coming ff its worst season since 1986. 
Tressel can't get the Penguins back to the tite game this. 


‘Northwestern State, 
26; Northern lowa, Nov. 2; at SW Missouri State, Nov. 9; at 
Holstra, Nov. 16, 
Last AA playott appeerance: 1994, 
Nickname: Penguin. Site: Youngstown, Ohi. 


5. CAL POLY SLO 
Coach: Andre Patterson (12-10, 2 years), 
1995 record: 5-6. 


‘Top players: Mike Alshouse, TB; Sam Genzone, G; eh 
‘Andrew Parkinson, 


‘Strengths: ‘The Mustangs boast some ofthe bes! receivers 
in LAA and experience at running back and in the secondary. 
Five transfers from Pacific should help. 

‘Weaknesses: Mike Fisher, who shattered schoo! passing 
tecords and ranked 12th in |-AA In total offense last year, is 
gone. San Jose State transfer Ali Abrew could be the 
angwer. There's experience bul itle depth on ether lng. 


‘Schedule: at Idaho State, fee vilicegeelage eg 
Weber Stale, Sept. 21; Central 
Maha, Ox. 8 May's, Ost 2 Sodte Us O18 
‘Wester linls, Ot. 26; UC Davis, Nov. 2; at Montana State, 
Nov. 9: al CS Sacramento, Now. 23. 
Lak aA apeecece: Na 
ickname: Mustangs, Site: San Luis Obispo, Cal, 


6. BUFFALO 


Goa Gay Ce 8, ya 

1995 record: 3 

Top players: eral Caton PK Mca Chest, C8; 
Ed Elis, OT; Craig Guest, ILB; Keith Hansen, NG; Eric Lee, 
S; Hardy Michel, DE; Bily Payne, OLB; John Sandusky, C; 
‘Anihony Swan, TB. 


Strengths: Carlson isa pro prospect, as is Guest, Swan is a 
game-breaking faiback. The Bulls blocked 11 kicks in 1995. 
Weaknesses: Buitalo silsnit a the LA scholarship limit, 
but the addon of 15-18 ths year puts the Bulls over 50. Sil, 
depth is a problem, 

Outlook: The Bulls have posted consecutive 3-8 seasons 
aera 1-10 debut in FAA in 198. Barring another injury filed 
season, Cirbus should continue the improvement in his sec- 
cond season as coach. But Buffalo stil has lots of work o do 
beloe it joins the I-A ranks in 1999, 

Schedule: lini Stat, Aug. 29; Connecticu, Sept. 7; at 
Colgate, Sept. 14; at Lehigh, Sept. 21; Edinboro, Spt! 28; 
Comell, Oct. 5; Youngstown Stale, Oct. 12; at 
Massachusetts, Oct. 19; at Hosta, Nov. 2: New Haven, Nov. 
9; at Maine, Nov. 16. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Bul. Site: Buffalo. 


7. JACKSONVILLE ST. 


Coach: Bn es (40-4 Thyear) 
1995 record: 7-4. 

Top players: aren Bik, DE; Jason Hass, G; dea 
‘Teon Knox, OLB; David Mahafiey, O 
irs $8 Eurosius Parker, FS; Lee Sutherland, K; Sirey 
‘Tyus, OLB; Jon Whiddon, OT. 

‘Strengths: The Gamecocks return 16 starters, including nine 
‘on defense. A year's experience should hasten the devalop- 
‘ment of two young quarterbacks. Mahafiey’s move from tackle 
‘should help the pass sh. Mims isan excellent safety, 
Weaknesses: Size is suspect at fullback and linebacker. 
Lack of overall depth is another problem. JSU had only five 
aes 
mean a leadership void, 

Outlook: The Gamecocks are exited about switching from a 


form o the wishbone fo the Hormation. A tough schedule 
awaits JSU, which join the Southland in 1997. 

Schedule: West Georoa, Sept 7; at Nichols State, Sept. 14; 
at Ala-Bimningham, Sept. 21; at SW Missouri State, Sept, 28; 
Middle Tennessee State, Oct. 5; Western Kentucky, Oct 
Samford, Oct. 19; Troy Stale, Oc. 26; at Stephen F. Austin, 
Nov. 9; at NE Louisiana, Nov. 16, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 
Nickname: Ganecoos. Ste: Jackson, Al 


8. ST. MARY’S 


Coach: Mike Rasmussen (39-20-1, 6 years 
1995 record: 
Top players: Tom Antongiovan, K/P; Mickey Clements, TE; 

Ricky Ells, WR; Tim Hoyt, LB; Josh Kroeze, DL; Sean Laird, 
(08; Tavita Talavou, DL; Blake Tuf, WR; David Walker, OL; 
Ed Willams, RB, 
‘Strengths: The offense, led by Lard, Tul and Elis, will be 
potent. Thanks to Antongiovanni, the special teams rank 
‘among the best in I-AA. Walker is a superb blocker, 

: There are few veterans on defense, especially 

‘on the line and at linebacker. The Gaels must find ways to rim 
their points and yards allowed. A good secondary wil help. ° 
‘Outlook: A tough schedule will test St. Mary's, which has 
‘struggled for respect despite posting nine consecutive win- 
‘ing seasons. If second-year defensive coordinator Jeff 
Brown can plug some holes, Laird might have enough 
weapons for the Gaels to surprise. 
‘Schedule: Boston Univesity, Sept. 7; at Idaho, Sept. 14; at 
‘Sonoma State, Sept. 21; Drake, Sept. 28; San Diego, Oct. 5; 
at Cal Poly SLO, Oct. 12; at UC Davis, Oct. 26; at Southern 
Utah, Nov. 2; Chapman, Nov, 9; Humboldt Stale, Nov. 16, 
Last LAA playoff appearance: None. 
‘Nickname: Gaels. Site: Moraga, Call, 


9. WESTERN KENTUCKY 


Cane x PANT YTS overall 12 
years). 

1995 record: 2. 

‘Top players: Antwan Floyd, TB; Tuner Goodwin, OT; Kenny 
DT; Carlis Phillips, CB; Latravis Powell, FB; Joey 
Stockion, WR: Wille Taggart, QB; Delvechio Walls, CB; 
Bryson Warner, LB; Sidney Willams, WA. 

Strengths: Stockton, fith in /AA last year inal purpose run- 
Ting, is bg-ime weapon. Floyd shoud break the school 
nar od Tbe of hop 3 pal flere 


Missespe ipsa rls oe BA tvas a8 01) 
Inexperience is a major concer, as roughly hal the roster 
has never played in college. 

Outlook: The Hiltoppers must get more consistent on 
defense, Last year’s tue freshman cass gels a chance to 
cone, un ek fr wn ese or a 


Sept. 7; Eastern Kentucky, Sept. 1 
21; at Marshal, Sept 28; at Ala 
‘acksonvile State, Oct. 12; Liberty, Oct 19; Indiana 
State, Oct. 26; Souther linois, Nov. 2; at Morehead 
State, Nov, 9. 

Last LAA playotf appearance: 1988. 

Nickname: Hillopper. Site: Bowing Green, Ky. 


10. TOWSON STATE 


zach Go Cabs 7-8 460) 
1995 record: 64. 

Top pla 3 Bardak, DE; im Colongo, MLB; Amadi 
Ee. ‘WR; Brad Friedman, CB; Jason Maier, G; Khalid 
MoLeod.FS; George Perdikaks, K; Kevin Smith, QB; Steve 
‘Szymanski, OT; Shawn Ward, WR. 

‘Strengths: The Tigers return 14 starters, including eight on 
offense. Moving Szymanski the team's best player, from ight 
ed could pay huge dividends, The secondary is athletic. 
‘Weaknesses: There is no clear-cut starter at tailback. Ten 
slariers are either freshmen or sophomores 

Outlook: The Tigers, who wil onthe Patriot League as an 
associate member next year, had 18 first-time starters last 
‘season. By the time Towson settles into the Patriot, it will be 
‘one of the dominant teams. 

‘Schedule: at Butler, Sept. 7; at Bucknell, Sept. 14; at Robert 
Moris, Sept 21; Dayton, Sen. 28; Central Connecticut, Oct. 
5; Colgate, Oct. 12; at Monmouth, Oc. 19; St.Francis (Pa), 
‘Oct 26; al Marist, Nov. 2; Wagner, Nov. 16. 

Last HAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Tigers. Site: Towson, Md. 
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11. MONMOUTH 


Goats Kav Gea (1-0 5 oa 
4995 record: 7-3, 
Top players: Anthony Berke, LB; Dominic Cunigo, OT; 
Justin Garbolino, TE; Wilam Holder, WR; Michael James, 
DB; Joe Lit, : 
Vinnie Sasso, FS; Nick Szymanski, DE. 
Strengths: Of the 21 retuming starters, 12 are four-year 
starts fora program that began in 199, Sabela had the 
second-best efficiency rating among LAA sophomore quarer- 
backs last season, 
‘Weaknesses: Not many for a non-scholaship program. The 
Haws were flagged oftan in 1995 and their special teams 
Ware bad. In addltion, both ines ack size. 
Outlook: Monmouth is the bes of the five feams—the others 
are Robert Moris, Wagner, SL Francis and Central 
Connecticut State—in the fledging football wing of the 
Northeast Conferance. Two ofits three losses last year were 
by one point. 
Schedule: Southern Conn., Sept. 7; St Francis (Pa), Sept. 
14 Pace Set 2 CM. Ps, Sept 28 Mart, 

3 b 12 


Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 
Nickname: Haws. Site: West Long Branch, NJ. 


12. ROBERT MORRIS 


Coach: Joe Walton (135-1, 2 years). 
1995 record: 6-4. 
Top players: Ralph Clark, RB; Brian Dunn, 
Frazier, TE; Jason Henley, DE; Nate List, LB; Fred Mana 
LB, Jl Newnan, O8; Dane Pay, C3; DoLot Pets, 
WR; Jason Spencar, DE. 
Strengths: The Colonials rtum all but one starter forthe 
first year in the Northeast Conference. Everybody's back from 
cee at as fed 5 ur ote pst Wo 
years. Newman and Frazier are a sold 
Meatrecen Th oepae fos ans srs bt 
needs work. No one can replace fullback Tim Hal, who 
gained 85 percent ofthe team's rushing yards over the past 
picked inthe sith round ofthe NEL daft 


Outlook: Barring another ijuy-plagued season, Robert 
Mortis wil be competitive, butt takes tim to recover from 
the loss of player ike Hall. 

‘Schedule: at Mercyhurst, Sep. 7; Butler, Sep. 14; Towson 
Stale, Sept 21; at Central Connecticut State, Sept. 28; Gannon, 
(Oct. §; at Dayton, Oct. 12; Monmouth, Oct. 26; at Wagner, Nov. 
2; at St.Francis (Pa), Nov. 9; C.W. Post, Now. 1, 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None, 

Nickname: Colonials. Site: Coraopolis, Pa. 


13. WAGNER 


Coach: Walt Hameline (118-09-2, 15 years). 
1995 record: 
‘Top players: Justin Abel, LB; Anthony Abruzese, SS; Cart 
Franke, K/P; Sean Hurley, WR; Ryan Linder, LB; Randy 
Marcano, C; Jason Miletic, QB; Ricardo Sarl, RB; Jason 
Scholz, FS; Bil Sommers, DE. 

Strengths: Miletic, who began his career at Cincinnati, is one 
ofthe best quarterbacks in non-scholarship football. Sommers 
Jed the team with 10 sacks and found a home at end last sea- 
son, The Seahawks had spring practice forthe fist ime ever 
this year 

‘Weaknesses: The special teams, mediocre a year ago, need 
Work. Depth is always a problem in non-scholarship football. 
‘Outlook: Last season, Wagner ranked thd in FAA in rushing 
defense and fourth in total defense. The Seahawks have a 
chance to maintain ther tradition inthe Northeast Conference 
this year if Sommers continues to shine. 

Schedule: at lona, Sept. 14; C.W. Post, Sept. 21; Marist, 
Sept 28; at St Francis (Pa, Oct. §; Monmouth, Oc. 12; St 
Peter's Oct. 19; at Central Connecticut, Oc. 26; Robert Moris, 
Nov. 2; at Stony Brook, Nov. 9; at Towson State, Nov. 16. 

Last IAA playoff appearance: None, 

Nickname: Seahawks, Site: Staten Island, N.Y. 


14. SOUTHERN UTAH 


aac Fc Eero (ya 

1995 record: 

Top players: be ‘Dupaix, OB; Tom Fell, C; Jeff Galyean, DE; 
Chris Garza, LB; Mike Johnson, CB/S; Austin Lindsey, 

Brook Madsen, FB; David McCovy, RB/WR; Garett Moon, DT; 


Fuben Togisala, OT, 
Strengths: Galyean isthe team's best player. The new 

spread offense might help open tings up. The defensive ine 
fas prospect whe mula Det Sar) Bi Wich 


players who left when Elerson replaced longtime coach Jack 
Bishop. So many changes at one time are traumatic for a 
orcean te ‘but may eventually pay dividends. 

jorthern low, Aug. 31; at Weber State, Sept. 7; 
atertan haz So 14; Western State, Sept. 21; 
Montana Tech, Sept. 28; at Montana, Oct. 5; SW Texas State, 
‘Oct. 12; at Cal Poly SLO, Oct. 19; at New Mexico State, Oct. 
2 Sat Mays No. 2 UC Dav, Nw 16 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 
Nickname: Thunders Sie: Site: at iy Uh 


15. CENTRAL CONN. 


each Sl Goo (127, 4a 
1995 record: 2 
Replies tr Fiauer ea cones ; Brian 


a rough 1995. House is a talented runner and receiver who 
will make his mark in the Northeast Conference. 
‘Weaknesses: The Blue Devils are among the worst of the non- 
scholarship programs in AA. Depth, especialy on both ines, 
Is thin, The quarterbacking is bad. There's not much to lke. 
‘Outlook: Cintorino is making progress, but with no scholar- 
ships, growth is difficult. The program has had one winning 
‘season in the past 18 year. I's soon to be one in 19. 
‘Schedule: at Albany, Sept. 7; at Fairfield, Sept. 14; at 
Frostburg State, Sept. 21; Robert Moris, Sept. 28; at Towson 
‘State, Oct. 5; Stony Brook, Oct. 12; Warne (Oct. 26; St. 
ig laa at Southem Conn, Nov. 9; Monmouth, 


Last FAA playott appearance: 
Names Bs Dev Ste Naw is, Com 


16. ST. cERAUESS 


Topple Mat Fab LB; Gregg Gergely, DE; Jason 
Mano, Mat Mark OP 


@ Ra OS Bryan Ray, 
‘Shontofsi K; Jel Sotosky, RB Dom adel, a 
Strengths: Seventeen stairs retum, including Shontolsi 
Manning and Marciak wil provide leadership as the team 
begins play in the Northeast Conference. 
‘Weaknesses: The Flash hasnt won a road game since 1993, 
Sic returing states are sophomores. Opponents doubled St 


Francis in total ofense and third-down conversions last year. 
Outlook: The Flash brings a 12-game losing streak iio 


Robert Mois, No.9; Bethany (W.Va), Nov. 16. 
Last LAA playoff appearance: None. 
Nickname: Red Flash. Site: Loretto, Pa. 


17. WOFFORD 


ee Yaa Was OES: 8 years; 62-58-2 overall, 11 years). 
1995 record: 


‘offensive line shouldbe better thanks to staring in'95. The 
Terriers ended the season on a rll and have great facies. 
Weaknesses: The special teams need steady performers, the 
offense is tumover-prone and there's nat much depth in key 
areas, especially al receiver and linebacker. 

Outlook: Wofford ranked inthe nation's top 60 in only two of 
42 statistical categories last season. After what looks Ike a 5- 
6 season at bes, the Teriers will become the whipping boy of 


the Souther Conference in 1987. 

‘Schedule: at Youngstown State, Aug. 28; Lenoi- Rhyne, 
Sept. 7; at Wester Carolina, Sept. 14; at Furman, Sept. 21; 
Presbyterian, Oct. 5; Morehead State, Oct. 12; at Newry, 
Oct. 19; at Samford, Nov. 2; at Dayton, Nov. 9; Charleston 
‘Souther, Nov. 16; at The Citadel, Nov, 23. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None, 

‘Nickname: Teriers. Site: Spartanburg, .C, 


18. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 


Coach: David Dowd (10-43, 5 years). 
1995 record: 1-10. 

‘Top players: John Breeden, OT; Reggie Cam, DL; Gary 
Hamby, ILB; Andre Key, ILB; Quentin Lee, OLB; Teil 
Mitchel, WR; Greg Pinckney, RB; Shannon Rice, WR; Heath 
Siemon, WR; Bruce Smith, . 

Strengths: Nine stating linemen return Mitchell and Siemon 
‘can get open deep, The kickoff return team, which gets alot 
of practic, is solid, 

Weaknesses: The running game averaged 1.5 yards per rush 
last year; opponents averaged 5.1 Chasleston Southem is pin- 
ning its hopes of narrowing that gap on two true freshmen run- 
ning backs. The quarterback won't be decided untl the fall 
utlook: The Buccaneers, who give just 25 scholarships, are 
1-21 the past two seasons. An easir schedule in 1996 
‘means three or four wins are possible, 
Schedule: South Carolina State, Sept. 7; at 


lian, 


Seen 14; dienes ee Sept 21; Hofstra, Sept. 26; 


Astana ening Nov 21 
Last FAA playoff appeara 
Nickname! Buecaoor, Se Charen, Sc, 


19. MOREHEAD STATE 


Goach: Matt Ballard (2-19, 2 years, 37-44-1 overall, 8 years). 
1995 record: 28, OVC: 1-7/Tath, 

‘Top players: Mike Appel, OT; Chris Bey, RBIOB; David 
Bone, RB; Adam Conn, OT; Tyron Davis, WR; Ci Freeman, 
DB; Carl Mack, DB; Scott Marsh, ILB; Mackenzie McKnight, 
DT; Anthony Ravizee, FB; Dean Topping, OLB. 
Strengths: An optimistic coach and more scheduling freedom 
as an independent rank atthe top ofthis lit, The Eagles’ 24-22 
Joss last year to Charleston Southern sums up the sivation, 
Weaknesses: How high can you count? MSU wil ely mainly 
Upon walk-on this yeat, This team has a game face only a 
mother coud love, 

Qutlook: Grim, The Eagles, who let the Ohio Valley 
Conference after last season, continue tlt move toward 
awarding only need-based scholarships in a de-emphasis of 
football mandated by the school's administration. 

Schedule: at Dayton, Sept 7; at Valparaiso, Sept. 21; 
Kentucky Wesleyan, Sept. 28; at Charleston Southern, Oct. 5; 
at Wofford, Oct. 12; St. Josephs, Oct. 28; Quincy, Nov. 2; 
Western Kentucky, Nov. 9; at Evansville, Nov, 16. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None, 

Nickname: Eagles. Site: Morehead, Ky. 


20. DAVIDSON 


Coach: Tim Landis (10-19-1, 3 years). 
1995 record: 1-8-1. 

‘Top players: John Cowan, OT/DE; Tommy Dugan, OBR; 
Kevin Graham, CB; Clf Henry, OB; Wes Jones, TE; Mike 
Lassiter, G; Loranzo Moll, TB; Ktk Roberts, SE; Chip Stewar, 
©; Wes Thorton, LB. 

Strengths: There are 15 returing starters, including ght on 
offense, The passing game retums intact, and there's beter 
depth, Some ofthe newcomers are more athletic than in years 


past. 
Weaknesses: Two of Davidson's best-ever defensive linemen 
have graduated. A number of positon changes on each side 
ofthe bal might pay off but are hardly a sign of stably. 
Outlook: The Wildcats sil dont play a HA opponent—andl with 
‘good reason. The worst of te non-scholarship FAA programs 
‘wouldnt fare wel against most ofthe other independents. 
Schedule: at Maryville, Sept. 14; at Univesity ofthe South, 
Sept. 21; Emory & Henry, Sept. 28; Guilford, Oct. 5; 
Weshingion & Lee, Oct. 12; at Methodist, Oct. 19; Randolph- 
Macon, Oc. 26; at Hampton-Sydney, Nov. 2; Cente, Nov. 9; 
at Bridgewater, Nov. 16. 
Last -AA pat sppesrnce: ne 

Wildcats. Site; Davidson, N.C, 


Text by Carl Dubois. 
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SCOUTING DIVISION Il 


By JERRY FELTS 


When North Alabama coach Bobby 
Wallace looks at his 1996 Lions, he sees a 
team reminiscent of the one that began the 
school’s unprecedented reign atop Division 
Tl in 1993. 

North Alabama capped off last season 
with a 27-7 victory over Pittsburg State to 
claim its third consecutive Division II cham- 
pionship, becoming the first school to win 
the title three years in a row. Despite the loss 
of 19 seniors—including linebacker Ronald 
McKinnon, who won the Harlon Hill Trophy 
as the division's best player—the Lions 
expect to challenge for a fourth title with 38 
lettermen and some key newcomers. 

“People say we can't be as good as last 
year, and we can't,” Wallace says. “That was 
perhaps the all-time greatest team to play in 
Division II. They won by an average of 25 
points. 

“This team will be more like the ’93 team, 
where we'll be a little inexperienced at the 
first of the year. If we can win some close 
games and gain some momentum and get 
headed in the right direction, we have a 
chance to do anything we want.” 

North Alabama’s September 21 game at 
Texas A&M-Kingsville will be a rematch of 

‘the 1994 Division II championship game, 
which the Lions won, 16-10. 

NOTES: North Alabama is 41-1 during 
its three-year championship run, the lone 
blemish a three-point road loss at Division 
TAA Youngstown State in 1994. The Lions 
have not lost to a Division II foe since 
November 28, 1992 (41 consecutive victo- 
ries since a quarterfinal playoff loss to 
Jacksonville State), and their current 23- 
game win streak is second only to 
Nebraska’s 25 in a row among NCAA 
schools. UNA’s 12-game postseason win 
streak is a Division II record. ... Last sea- 
son, Pittsburg State became the first 
Division II school to qualify for the playoffs 
in seven consecutive seasons. Its victory 
over Texas A&M-Kingsville in the ’95 
national semifinals was the 506th win in 
school history, moving the Gorillas past 
Hillsdale (Mich.) as Division II's all-time 
winningest team. North Dakota State is 
third with 500 wins. ... Speaking of North 
Dakota State, Bison “coach Rocky Hager 
must decide between veteran Rob Hyland 
or sophomore Kevin Feeney as his starting 


TOP 5 GAMES TO WATCH: 
1. North Alabama at Texas A&M- 
- Kingsville, September 21 
2. Texas A&M-Kingsville at North 
Dakota State, September 7 

3: New Haven at Indiana, Pa., 
September 28 

4. Edinboro, Pa., at Carson- 
Newman (Tenn.), September 14 

5. Truman State at Pittsburg 
State, October 5 


quarterback in 1996. After Hyland—a pre- 
season All-American candidate—suffered a 
season-ending knee injury in the first game 
last year, Feeney stepped in and accounted 
for 1,549 total yards and 21 touchdowns. ... 
Truman State’s Jarrett Anderson, perhaps 
the top preseason contender for the Harlon 
Hill Award, needs 1,122 yards to move past 
former Wofford star Shawn Graves and into 
third place on the Division II career rushing 
list. Anderson has 4,006 yards. It’s unlikely 
he'll catch either former New Haven (Conn.) 
star Roger Graham (5,953 yards) or Texas 
A&Is Johnny Bailey (6,320). ... Carson- 
Newman (Tenn.) has won 11 of the past 14 
South Atlantic Conference championships 
and is 39-3 (93 percent) against SAC oppo- 
nents during the 1990s. ... Ferris State 
(Mich.) owns a 39-game regular-season 
unbeaten streak (37-0-2 since ’92) that 
includes 24 consecutive victories in the 
Midwest Intercollegiate Football 
Conference. ... CalDavis has posted 26 con- 
secutive winning seasons, the longest streak 
in Division Il. ... Northeast Missouri State 
officially changed its name to Truman State 
on July 1. ... Texas A&M-Kingsville hasn't 
lost a Lone Star Conference matchup in four 
years and has won three consecutive 
Division Il West Region championships. ... 
The Gulf South Conference has produced 
six of the past nine Division II champions, 
including the past four. ... Newcomer 
Nebraska-Kearney is expected to chal- 
lenge Fort Hays State (Kan.) and Western 
State (Colo.) for supremacy in the Rocky 
Mountain Athletic Conference. The 
Antelopes host both Fort Hays State and 
Western State in their inaugural HMR 
campaign. 

Jerry Felts covers college football for the 
Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily. 


PREDICTIONS 


1. NORTH ALABAMA 

ia ie a ess Date 
termen but fe 2 cific fon-conference schedule, 

2. PITTSBURG (Kan.) STATE 


“Twelve starters retum as the Gorilas seek their fourth trip fo. 


‘The Javelinas retum seven defensive starters from an 11-2 
“squad, but the offensive line must bs rebuilt. 


4. NEW HAVEN (Gonn.) 
“The Chargers have high expectations, thanks to 
“Beaters irom @ 10-1-1 playof team, 


5. NORTH DAKOTA 
‘A-American DL Mark Callahan and 16 other starters give the 
‘Sioux a wealth of retuming talent. 


6. NORTH DAKOTA STATE. 
Experience and talent should make the Bison a marked 
{eam once again in 1996. 


7. MILLERSVILLE (Pa.) 
erry mats i eae hope fo duplicate 
last year's unbeaten regular 
8. VALDOSTA (Ga.)8 .) STATE 

‘The Blazers expect to retum to national prominence behid 
tid gowee oer by OB ans Eueiok 
9. VIRGINIA STATE 

“The defending CIAA champion Trojans retum most of their 
key players from an 8-2 squad. 


HOSES FERRIS STATE (Mich. 
Bulldogs have some notable holes to fi, 
Palette 


1995 PLAYOFFS 


FIRST ROUND 
Ferris State 63, Milersvile 16 

New Haven 27, Edinboro 12 

North Alabama 38, Albany St. 28 
Carson-Newman 37, West Georgia 26 
Pittsburg St. 36, Northern Colorado 17 
North Dakota St. 41, North Dakota 10 
Texas A&M-Kingsvile 59, Fort Hays St. 28 
Portand St. 56, East Texas St. 35, 


the retum of 


defense 


QUARTERFINALS 

Ferris St. 17, New Haven 9 

North Alabama 28, Carson-Newman 7 
Pittsburg St. 9, North Dakota St. 7 
‘Texas A&M-Kingsvile 30, Portland St. 3 


SEMIFINALS 
North Alabama 45, Ferris St. 7 
Pittsburg St. 28, Texas A8M-Kingsville 25 OT 


FINAL 
North Alabama 27, Pittsburg St. 7 


PRESEASON DIVISION I! ALL-AMERICAN TEAM 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALISTS 
Pos. Name, School HtJWt._ Class Pos. Name, School HtuWt Class Pos. Name, School HtL/Wt. Class 


4% ee MARK CALLAHAN, North __ 62290 SK __CRAIGMOSES, Henderson (Ark) St. 511160 Sr 

% IL | Se 

ma DL_REGINALD RUFFIN, NorthAlchama 510230 st, 

&. 1B JOVAN DEWITT, Northem Michigan 63241 x 
T_TONY RAMIREZ, Nortiem Colorado 68295 St. ©» LB__SEANFREDRICKS. Noh Datata Sale 62247 
GDANWACIEICZAK Chadron (Neb) St 62290 St: ©= «LB JAMES GRANT, North Caroina Central 511245 St 
GJEREMYODAY,Edinboro(Pa) _—«:3285—=—S,«=S «LB MIKE SIMS, Edinboro (Pa) 6225S. 
G_DONSTRUEBING, Central Ankansas 62005 «Sx. «= «DB_—=CKENTHECK Fort Hays Size (Ken) 64/160 St 
(QB LANCE FUNDERBURK, Valdosta (Ga) St 6-57218 x DB KEVINMATHIS, East Texas State 59/175, x 
RB JARRETT ANDERSON, Truman St.(Mo.) 5-7/195 & ‘DB TELLY PRIESTER, Virginia State So160 
FB_RANDYMARTIN, St Cloud(Minn)St. 58795 S. DB -GERALDSMITH, Noth Alabama S760 ‘St 
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400 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


SCOUTING DIVISION Ill 


By Jerry FELTS 


Mount Union enters the 1996 season 
with a resume no team can match: col- 
lege football's best winning percentage in 
the '90s. 

The Purple Raiders’ 66-6-1 record (91.1 
winning percentage) during this decade 
includes four consecutive Ohio Athletic 
Conference championships, three trips to 
the Division III semifinals in the past four 
years and victories in 39 of their past 40 reg- 
ular-season contests. 

With 47 lettermen—including 16 
starters—returning from a team that went 
12-1 and lost to eventual champion 
Wisconsin-La Crosse in the national semifi- 
nals, Mount Union appears loaded in its 
quest to win its second championship in 
four years. 

“The majority of our returning players 
have been together for the past two sea- 
sons,” Mount Union coach Larry Kehres 
says, 

“They've shown steady improvement 
and have established themselves as quality 
players.” 

The Purple Raiders return nine starters 
from the top-ranked offense in Division III 
last year (495.8 yards per game). 

NOTES: Central (lowa) College tail- 
back Mark Kacmarynski, a 1994 Gagliardi 
Award finalist, returns for another season 
after being granted a medical hardship 
year by the NCAA. Kacmarynski suffered 
a fractured tibia and fibula in his leg in the 
third game of the 1995 season. He has 
rushed for 4,252 yards and 48 touchdowns 
during his career. ... Mount Union quar- 
terbacks have thrown at least one touch- 
down pass in 59 consecutive games. ... 
Allegheny College’s Ken O'Keefe is the 
most successful active coach in college 
football. His six-year record of 60-7-1 (.890 
winning percentage) includes four trips to 
the playoffs and the 1990 national champi- 
onship. The Gators have averaged 40.4 
points per game with O'Keefe on the side- 
lines. ... Mike Swider replaces 14-year vet- 
eran J.R. Bishop as coach at Wheaton (IIl.) 
College. Bishop posted an 84-43-1 record 
and remains as the Crusaders’ associate 
head coach and offensive coordinator. ... 
After scoring in a Division Il-record 224 
consecutive games, Carnegie Mellon had 


TOP 5 GAMES TO WATCH: 
1. Hestingion & Jefferson at 
Buffalo State, September 21 
2. Wisconsin-La Crosse at 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point, 
October 19 
3. Mount Union at John Carroll, 
October 19 
4. Allegheny at Wittenberg, 
September 21 
5. Thomas More at Albion, 
November 16 


the streak snapped in its final game last 
season, a 3-0 loss to Case Western 
Reserve. ... Two running backs who start- 
ed as freshmen for Delaware Valley in 
1993—Chad Breidinger and Brad Lower— 
now play at Middle Atlantic Conference 
rival Moravian (Pa.). When the teams 
played last season, Breidinger and Lower 
combined for 189 yards rushing in a 32-0 
Moravian win. ... Wisconsin-Whitewater 
offensive tackle Derrick Levake, a former 
U.S. Army Ranger, was a Division III All- 
American wrestler in his first season of 
competition. Listed at 6-5 and 250 pounds 
in football, Levake wrestled as a heavy- 
weight. ... Brian Polian, son of Carolina 
Panthers’ G.M. Bill Polian, is an inside 
linebacker at John Carroll University. 
Brian’s older brother, Chris, was a wide 
receiver for the Blue Streaks from 1989-92. 
. Susquehanna (Pa.) wide receiver 


“Kamief Jenkins was a Division Ill All 


American in track in 1994 and a top 
reserve for the Crusaders’ basketball 
squad during the 1995-96 season. The 
three-sport standout caught 40 passes for 
609 yards and 11 touchdowns in "95. ... 
Albion (Mich.) is seeking its record eighth 
consecutive Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association title this year. ... 
Alfred (N.Y.) enters its first season as a 
Presidents’ Athletic Conference member 
in 1996. The Saxons are expected to chal- 
lenge Washington & Jefferson for the PAC 
title. .. Legendary St. John’s (Minn.) 
coach John Gagliardi has not had a losing 
season since 1967, when the Aohanies 
went 3-5. 

Jerry Felts covers college football for fhe 
Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily. 


DIVISION Il TOP 10 


PAEDICHONS 


1, 1, MOUNT UNION 
re 


tale Pye Rao he Damn il aoe 
2. WISCONSIN-LA 


CROSSE 
Efrat se mu bso Eer a 
consecutive national tile. 


returning starters 


Presidents 
‘ut have plenty 
5. ST. JOHN’S (MINN.) 

OB Kurt Ramler and T Jesse saree ty | 
6 ALSION (MICH) 


6. ALBION (MICH.) 
beyalepees cabo ct bal pe 


10. LYCOMING (PA.) i 
‘The Warriors have 19 starters rluming fom last year’s 


‘1995 PLAYOFFS 


FIRST ROUND 

‘Mount Union 52, Hanover 18 

‘Wheaton 63, Wittenburg 41 

Wisconsin-La Crosse 45, Concordia- Moorhead 7 
Wisconsin-River Falls 0, Central (lowa) 7 
Washington & Jefferson 35, Emory and Henry 16 
Lycoming 31, Widener 27 

Rowan 46, Buta St. 7 

Union 24, Plymouth St. 7 


QUARTERFINALS 

Mount Union 40, Wheaton 14 

Wisconsin-La Crosse 28, Wisconsin-River Falls 14 
Washington & Jefferson 48, Lycoming 0 

Rowan 38, Union 7 


‘SEMIFINALS: 
Wisconsin-La Crosse 20, Mount Union 17 
Rowan 28, Washington & Jefferson 15 


FINAL 
‘Wisconsin-La Crosse 26, Rowan 7 


PRESEASON DIVISION Il! ALL-AMERICAN TEAM 


OFFENSE 


DEFENSE 


Pos, Name, School 


i 
a 


s._Name, School 


WR MIKE GUNDERSOOAF, Wikes (Pa) 63182 S._---DL_SCOTTODONNELL. Join Carel Ohio) 60725 _ 
WR KURT BARTH, Eureka (i) S11205 st -OL__DANPRIMROSE, Wash & Je. (Pa) 
TE WIKEMETEYARD, Beit (Wis) 61/165 «St 

TODD ALCOCK. Adan Wich) 300 «St 

[“WICHAEL DOWNEY, Lycoming (Pa) 6-1/278 Ea 

[___ERIKHALVERSON, Wis-La Crosse 62900 St 

[BRETT MOSES, Thomas More (Ky) 64280 St. 

JESSE REDEPENNNG, St Jofris(Nimn) 65/270 St 

QB BILL BORCHERT, Mount ‘Union (Ohio) 62190 ca 

RB BRADOLSON, Lawrence (Wis) 6-205. é a) 
RB RICK ETIENNE, Frankin (nd) S018 Jt. «(DB KEN POPE, Witenberg (Ohio) 
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SaINGsHIS 


Get it somewhere else and 
only get half the picture. 


30 issues for 69¢—72% off the cover price! 


To really keep up with pro and college 
football, you falas fon just fetes 
And a lot more than TV highlights. You need 
the total football coverage you find only in 
The Sporting News, 

Each week, TSN gives you the whole 
picture, Not just who won, but why. Not 
just a few big plays, but strategies and 
inside reports. And not just coverage of 
the home team, but every pro team and 
every major college conference, 


And that's just the start. TSN brings you 


the best pigskin stats you've ever seen, Plus 


trades. Transactions. Injury reports. And 
big:picture stories that take you behind 
the scenes and help keep you an expert. 
Baseball, basketball and hockey, too 
Football's just part of what you'll find 
in TSN. You also get opinion, analysis, 
strategy and stats for all of the major sports, 
52 weeks a year. In season and out. 
Don't settle for half the picture. Get it 
all in The Sporting News. To start your 
subscription at 72% off the newsstand 
price, call toll-free or mail the coupon. 


Call 1-800-238-1122 


r = fe a S| 
| Get the whole picture — and save 72% | 
| CI Send me 30 issues of The Sporting News for just 
| 69¢ each, (Thats 72% off the newsstand price.) 
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J | TV SCHEDULE 
d | 
| 8 | | 
ne | s 3 ESPN 
INE Al cases 
= - — t Sept. 5 Notre Dame at Vanderbilt, 8 p.m. 
a \2 Sept. 12 Miami (Fla.) at Rutgers, 8 p.m. 
| | i 5 3 H ry i Sept. 19 Florida State at North Carolina State, 8 p.m. 
(al [a [2 [al cl 5 ls |e Sept. 26 Maryland at West Virginia, 8 p.m. 
| | | |} 3 Oct. 3 Tennessee vs. Mississippi (at Memphis), 7:30 p.m. 
eal [2 pp! p. 
phe | g gs a ; H & Oct. 31 Boston College at Pittsburgh, 8 p.m. 
gdgsa is Baga i 33 Nov? Wyoming at San Diego St, 8 p.m. 
eiliaiiens ] ne f : Satta he Maryland, 8 p.m. 
| | ov. at SMU, 8 p.m. 
a | | j gl lz! i Nov. 28 To be determined, 8 p.m. 
a Sigal | sl (85 a 2 | (NOTE: Saturday games will be determined as the season progresses.) 
§ CBS 
i 
5 a8 aj 5 5 g i i i (times to be determined) 
Ai | J. Sept.7 UCLA at Tennessee 
F i 3 i t j Fy Sept. 21 Florida at Tennessee 
| gl Sept. 28 Virginia Tech at Syracuse 
gage Hla Hib) ome sharon 
| 3] 4 } Florida State at Miami 
| ae P & 3 Nov, 9 Notre Dame at Boston College 
= 38/2 gee |g Nov. 29 Virginia at Virginia Tech 
SIRE! 
Halbeek Ie) Nov. 30 Miami at Syracuse 
5 | 4 (NOTE: CBS will be the national provider for Big East and Southeastern con- 
<| |§ ; i ference games, More games will be determined as the season progresses.) 
gial Gadd & ; 
= De ES Ud | ABC 
‘ 4 F | 3 P (all times EST) 
5 AL j ; H € S Aug. 31 Illinois at Michigan, 3:30 p.m. 
Seen eich ares Clemson at North Carolina, 3:30 p.m. 
a b Washington State at Colorado, 3:30 p.m. 
| 3] F Texas Tech vs. Kansas State at Dallas, 3:30 p.m. 
BS j 2 i 2 i i i i i 8 cae 7 Michigan State at Nebraska, noon 
Sciiieileal i ept, 14 Michigan at Colorado, 3:30 p.m. 
4 i 3 f Sept, 21 Notre Dame at Texas, noon 
| i i atl. i i 3 | Sept. 28 Colorado at Texas A&M, 3:30 p.m. 
5) Safe |= |2| | age i North Carolina at Florida State, 3:30 p.m. 
a al |; 4 A Nov, 2 Nebraska at Oklahoma, noon 
ai q i : & 2 |g Nov. 16 Penn State at Michigan, noon 
Bl aig ge i Ba i Fy i Nov, 23 Michigan at Ohio State, noon 
[rte ale el tied Nov. 29 Texas A&M at Texas, 11 a.m. 
3 A Colorado at Nebraska, 2:30 p.m. 
‘ a2 Nov, 30 Florida at Florida State, noon 
3 is a2 i 8 Notre Dame at USC, 8 p.m. 
ie 4) | sul 5 = Dec. 7 Big 12 championship game, TBA 
# WAC championship game, TBA 
wlal 2 5 Bl i z_ SEC championship game, TBA 
Blzisis & (NOTE: More games will be determined as the season progresses. 
sell: dilnae 
S|S|£ 
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AWARD WINNERS 


“Junior; “Sophomore. Al others seniors 
HEISMAN TROPHY 

(Top player/Downtown Athletic Club of New 

York) 


Year—Player, College, Pos, 
4935—Jay Berwanger, Chicago, HB 
1936—Lary Kelley, Yale, E 
41937—Clint Frank, Yale, HB 
1938—Davey O'Brien, Texas Christan, OB 
1939—Nile Kinnick, lowa, HB 
4940—Tom Harmon, Michigan, HB 
4941—Bruce Smith, Minnesota, HB 
1942—Frank Sinkwich, Georgia, HB 
1943—Angelo Bertll, Nore Dame, OB 
1944—Les Horvath, Ohio State, 08 
4945—Doo Blanchard, Amy, FB* 
1846—Glenn Davis, Army, HE 
1947—vohn Lujack, Notre Dame, QB 
1948—Doak Walker, Souther Methods, HB" 
4949—Leon Hart, Notre Dama, E 
1950—Vie Janowicz, Ohio State, HB* 
4951—Dick Kazmaier, Princeton, HB 
1952—Billy Vessels, Oklahoma, HB 
1963-John Latin, Notre Dame, HB 
1954—Alan Ameche, Wisconsin, FB 
1955—Howard Cassady, Ohio State, HB 
4956—Paul Hornung, Notre Dame, QB 
41957—John David Crow, Texas A&M, HB 
1958-Pete Dawkins, Army, HB 
1959—Bily Cannon, Lousiana State, HB 
1960—loe Ballno, Navy, HB 
1961—Emie Davis, Syracuse, HB 
1962—Torry Baker, Oregon State, QB 
1963-Rloger Staubach, Navy, OB* 
4964—John Huarte, Notre Dame, OB 
1965—Mike Garret, Southern Cal, HB 
1966-—Sieve Spurr, Florida, OB 
1957—Gary Beban, UCLA, OB 
1968-0) Simpson, Souther Cal, HB 
1969—Steve Owens, Oklahoma, HB 
1970—Jim Plunkett, Stanford, QB 
4971—Pat Sulivan, Auburn, QB 
1972—Johnny Rodgers, Nebraska, FL 
1973-—John Cappalleti, Penn Slate, HB 
1974—Archie Grif, Ohio State, HB" 
1975—Atchie Grifn, Ohio State, HB 
1976—Tony Dorset, Pittsburgh, HB 
4977—Earl Campbell, Texas, HB 
1978—Bily Sims, Oklahoma, HB* 
1979-Charles White, Souther Cal, HB 
1980—George Rogers, South Carolina, HB 
1981—Marcus Allen, Southern Cal, HB 
1982—Herschel Walker, Georg, HB* 
1983—Mike Rozier, Nebraska, HB 
1964—Doug Flutie, Boston College, QB 
1985—Bo Jackson, Auburn, HB 
1986—Vinny Testaverde, Miami (la), OB 
1987—Tim Brown, Notre Dame, FL 
1988—Bay Sanders, Oklahoma State, HB 
1989—Andre Ware, Houston, QB* 
1990—Ty Detmer, Brigham Young, OB 
1991—Desmond Howard, 
1982—Gino Torretta, 
1999—Charla Ward, Florida Stale, OB 
1994—Rashaan Salaam, Colorado, RY 
1995—Eddle George, Ohio Stale, RB 
‘MAXWELL AWARD 
(Top playeriMaxwell Football Club of 
Philadelphia) 
+—Player, College, Pos. 
1937—Cint Frank, Yale, HB 
1938—Davey O'Brien, Texas Christian, QB 
1939—Nile Kinnick, lowa, HB 
4940—Tom Harmon, Michigan, HB 
1941—Bill Dudley, Viginia, HB 
4942—Paul Governal, Columbia, QB 
443—Bob Odell, Pennsylvania, HB 
4944—Gienn Davis, Amy, HB 
4945—Doc Blanchard, Army, HB" 
4946-—CharleyTrippi, Georgia, HE 
1947—Doak Walker, SMU, HB* 
41948—Chuck Bedraik, Penn, © 
1949—Leon Hart, Notte Dama, E 
41950—Reds Bagnell, Pennsylvania, HB 
1951—Dick Kazmaley, Princeton, HB 
1952—lohn Latiner, Notre Dame, HB. 
4963—John Latin, Note Dame, HB 


4954—Ron Beagle, Navy, E 
4955—Howard Cassady, Ohio State, HB 
4956—Tommy McDonald, Oklahoma, HB 
1957—Bob Reifsnyder, Navy, T 
1956—Pete Dawkins, Army, HB 
4959—-Richie Lucas, Penn State, OB 
1960—voe Belino, Navy, HB 
1961—Bob Ferguson, Ohio State, FB 
1962—Terry Baker, Oregon State, OB 
41963—Roger Staubach, Navy, QB" 
1964—Gienn Ressler, Penn Slate, C 
1965—Tommy Nobis, Texas, LB 
41966—Jim Lynch, Notre Dame, LB 
1967—Gary Beban, UCLA, OB. 
1968—0.J. Simpson, Southern Cal, RB 
1969—Mike Reid, Penn State, DT 
1970—Jim Plunkett, Stanford, QB 
1971—Ed Marinaro, Comel, RB 
1972—Brad Van Pelt, Michigan State, DB 
1973—Jotin Cappelli, Penn Slate, RB 
1974—Steve Joachim, Temple, OB 
1975—Archie Grifn, Ohio Slate, RB 
1976—Tony Dorset, Pittsburgh, RB 
1977—Ross Browner, Notre Dame, DE 
1978—Chuck Fusina, Penn State, QB 
1979—Charles White, Southem Cal, RB 
1980—Hugh Green, Pitsburgh, DE 
1981—Marcus Allen, Southern Cal, RB 
1982—Herschel Walker, Georgia, RB" 
1983-—Mike Rozier, Nebraska, RB 
1984—Doug ute, Boston College, OB 
1985—Chuck Long, iowa, QB 
41986—Vinny Testaverde, Miami (Fla), QB 
1987—Don McPherson, Syracuse, OB 
1988—Barry Sanders, Oklahoma State, RB 
41989—Anthony Thompson, Indiana, RB 
1990—Ty Detmer, Brigham Young, QB* 
1991—Desmond Howard, Michigan, WR" 
1992—Gino Torretta, Miami (Fla), OB 
1993—Charla Ward, Florida State, OB 
1984—Kerry Colins, Penn State, QB 
1995—Eddle George, Ohio Stale, RB 
‘OUTLAND TROPHY 
(Top interior linemanv Footbal Writers 
Association of America) 
Year—Player, College, Pos, 
1946—George Connor, Notre Dame, T 
1947—Voe Stety, Amy, G 
1948-—-Bil Fischer, Notre Dame, G 
1949—Ed Bagdon, Michigan State, G 
1950—Bab Gain, Kentucky, T 
1951—vim Weatherall, Oklahoma, T 
41952—Dick Modzelewski, Maryland, T 
1953.D, Roberts, Oklahoma, G 
1954—Bill Brooks, Arkansas, G 
1955—Calvin Jones, lowa, @ 
4956—im Parker, Ohio State, G 
1957—Alex Karras, low, T 
1958—Zoke Smith, Auburn, G 
41959—Mike McGee, Duke, T 
4960—Tom Brown, Minnesota, G 
1961—Metlin Olsan, Utah Stato, T 
962—Bobby Bel, Minnesota, T 
1963—Scott Appleton, Texas, T 
1964—Steve DeLong, Tennessee, T 
4965—Tommy Nobis, Texas, G 
1966—Loyd Philips, Arkansas, T 
1967—Ron Yary, Souther Cal, T 
1968—Bil Stanfl, Georgia, T 
1969—Mike Reid, Penn Sate, DT 
1970-—vim Stllwagon, Ohio State, MG 
1971—Larry Jacobson, Nebraska, DT 
1972—Rich Glover, Nebraska, MG 
1973John Hicks, Oho State, OT 
1974—Randy White, Maryland, DE 
1975—Lee Roy Selmon, Oklahoma, DT 
1976—Ross Brower, Notre Dame, DE” 
1977—Brad Shearer, Texas, DT 
1978—Greg Roberts, Oklahoma, G 
1979—Jim Richer, North Carolina St, C 
1980—Mark May, Ptsburoh, OT 
1981—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C* 
41982—Daye Rimington, Nebraska, C 
4983—Dean Steinkubler, Nebraska, G 
1984—Bruce Smit, Virginia Tech, DT. 
4985—Mike Puth, Boston College, NG 
4986—Jason Buck, Brigham Young, DT 
4987—Chad Hennings, Air Force, DT 
4388—Traoy Rocker, Auburn, DT 


1989—Moe Elewonib, Brigham Young, 0G 
4990—Russell Maryland, Miami, DT 
1991—Steve Emiman, Washington, DT* 
4982—Wil Shields, Nebraska, OG 
4993—Rob Waldrop, Arizona, NG 
1994—Zach Wiegert, Nebraska, OT 
4995—onathan Ogden, UCLA, OT 
LOMBARDI AWARD 
(Top lineman/Rotary Club of Houston) 
Year—Player, College, Pos, 
4970—\im Stilwagon, Ohio State, MG 
1971—Walt Patusk, Notre Dame, DE 
1972—Rich Glover, Nebraska, MG 
1973—Jotin Hicks, Ohio State, OT 
1974—Randy White, Maryland, DT 
1975—Lee Roy Selmon, Oklahoma, DT 
1976—Wilson Whitey, Houston, DT 
1977—Ross Browner, Notre Dame, DE 
1978—Bruoe Clark, Penn State, DT 
1979—-Brad Budde, Southern Cal, G 
1980—Hugh Green, Pittsburgh, DE 
1981—Kenneth Sims, Texas, DT 
1982—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C 
4983—Dean Steinkuhler, Nebraska, G 
1984—Tony Degrate Texas, DT 
1985—Tony Casilas, Oklahoma, NG 
1986—Comelius Bennett, Alabama, LB 
1987—Chvis Spielman, Ohio State, LB 
1988—Tracy locker, Auburn, DT 
1989—Percy Snow, Michigan State, LB 
1990—Chis Zorich, Notre Dame, OT 
1991—Steve Emiman, Washington, DT? 
1992—Marvin Jones, Florida State, LB* 
1993—Aaron Taylor, Notre Dame, OT 
1994—Warren Sapp, Miami (Fla), OT* 
1995—Orlando Pace, Ohio State, OT/d 
DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 
(Top quarterback’Davay O'Brien Educational 
and Charitable Trust of Fort Worth, Tex) 
Year—Player, College 
4981—Jim McMahon, Brigham Young 
1982—Todd Blackledge, Penn State 
1983—Steve Young, Brigham Young 
1984—Doug Flutie, Boston College 
41985—Chuck Long, lowa 
1986—Vinny Testaverde, Miami (Fla,) 
1987—Don McPherson, Syracuse 
4988—Troy Aikman, UCLA 
1989—Andre Ware, Houston’ 
1990—Ty Detmer, Brigham Young” 
1991—Ty Detmer, Brigham Young 
1992—Gino Torretta, Mami (Fla) 
1993—Charlie Ward, Florida State 
1994—Kerry Cons, Penn Stale 
1995—Danny Wuerfel, Floridat 
BUTKUS AWARD 
(Top linebacker/Oowntown Athatic Club of 
Ortando) 
Year—Player, College 
1985—Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma’ 
1986—Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma 
1987—Paul McGowan, Florida State 
1968—Derrick Thomas, Alabama 
1989—Percy Snow, Michigan State 
1990—Alred Wiliams, Colorado, 
1991—Erick Anderson, Michigan 
1992—Marvin Jones, Florida State" 
‘1993—Trev Alberts, Nebraska 
1994—Dana Howard, llinois 
1995—Kevin Hardy, lols 
DOAK WALKER AWARD 
(Top junior or senior running back’GTE SMU 
Attletio Forum of Dallas) 
Year—Player, College 
1990—Greg Lewis, Washington 
4991—Trevor Cobb, Rice 
1992—Garrison Hearst, Georgia” 
1993—Byron (Bam) Moris, Txas Tech" 
4994—Rashaan Salaam, Colorado* 
1995—Eddie George, Ohio Stata 
JIM THORPE AWARD 
(Top defensive back/Jim Thorpe Athletic Club 
of Oklahoma City) 
Year—Player, College 
4986—Thomas Everet, Baylor 
41987—Bennie Blades, Miami (Fla) 
Rickey Dixon, Oklehoma * 
1988—Deion Sanders, Florida Stale 


1989—Mark Cartier, Southern Cal* 
4980—Darryi Levis, Arizona 
1981—Terell Buckley, Florida State* 
4962—Deon Figures, Colorado 
4983—Antonio Langham, Alabama 
1984—Chris Hudson, Colorado 
1995—Greg Myers, Colorado State 
LOU GROZA AWARD 

(Top Kicker/Palm Beach, Fla, County Sports 
Commission) 
Year—Player, College 
1992—oe Alison, Memphis State* 
41983—Judd Davis, Flr 
1994—Stove McLaughiin, Arizona 
1995—Michael Reeder, Texas Christanid 

FRED BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
(Top receiverIColege Football Wrters 
Association of America) 
Yeat—Player, College 
1984—Bobby Engram, Penn Statet 
1995—Torry Glenn, Ohio Statet 


1-AA AWARD WINNERS 

“Junior Al others seniors 

WALTER PAYTON AWARD. 
(Top AA player/Tha Sports Network) 
Yeat—Player, College, Pos. 
1987—Kenny Gamble, Colgate, RB 
1988—Dave Meggett, Towson State, RB 
1989—John Frisz, Idaho, QB 
1990—Walter Dean, Grambling Stato, RB 
1991—Jamie Martin, Weber State, OB" 
1992—Michael Payton, Marshall, QB 
1993—Doug Nussmeler, Idaho, OB 
1994—Steve McNair, Alcorn State, OB 
1995—Dave Dickenson, Montana, OB 


EDDIE ROBINSON AWARD 
(Top I-AA coach Tha Sports Network) 
Year—Coach, College 

1987—Mark Dutfner, Holy Cross 
1986—Bill Russo, Lafayette 

1980—Erk Russell, Georgia Souther 
1990—Gane McDowell, Cetra Florida 
1991—Chvis Ault, Nevada 
1992—Chalie Taff, The Citadel 
1983—Dan Allen, Boston University 
1984—Jim Tressel, Youngstown State 
1995—Don Read, Montana 


1995 BOWL RESULTS 
ALAMO BOWL 
Texas A&M 22, Michigan 20 
ALOHA BOWL 
Kansas 51, UCLA 30 
CARQUEST BOWL 
North Carolina 20, Arkansas 10 
CITRUS BOWL 
Tennessee 20, Ohio State 14 
COPPER BOWL 
Texas Tech 55, Air Force 41, 
COTTON BOWL 
Colorado 38, Oregon 6 
FIESTA BOWL 
Nebraska 62, Florida 24 
GATOR BOWL 
Syracuse 41, Clemson 0 
HOLIDAY BOWL 
Kansas State 54, Colorado State 21 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL 
LSU 45, Michigan State 26 
LAS VEGAS BOWL. 
Toledo 40, Nevada 37, OT 
LIBERTY BOWL 
East Carolina 19, Stanford 13 
‘ORANGE BOWL 
Florida State 31, Notre Dame 26 
‘OUTBACK BOWL 
Penn State 43, Auburn 14 
PEACH BOWL 
Virginia 94, Georgia 27, 
ROSE BOWL 
USC 41, Northwestern 32 
SUGAR BOWL 
Virginia Tech 28, Texas 10 
SUN BOWL 
lowa 28, Washington 18, 
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INDEX OF TEAMS 


Daytor a Northern lowa..... 
Delaware Northwestern... 
Northwestern State 


6 
27 
9 
65 
39 
65 


i) 


Eastem Kentucky... 
Easter Michigan .. 


Texas Christian. 
Texas-El Paso .. 
Texas Southern. 
Texas Tech. 


Portland State .. 
Prairie View A&M 


Fr 
2 
Ei 
= 
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bh 
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Virginia Mitary insite. 
Virginia Tech... 


Washington State. 
Weber State. 
Wester Carolina .. 
Western linois, 
Western Kentucky 


South Carolina, 
‘South Carolina State. 
Southeast Missouri State... 
Southern. 


New Hampshire 
New Mexico, 


94 
90 
79 
38 
34 
8 
7 
4 
i} 
5 
1 
06 
68 
26 
0 
53 
59 
72 
70 
95 
72 
49 
49 
69 
3 
138 
7 
3 
120 
61 


The Citadel, 161 Southern California Western Michigan, 
89 Southern Illinois, 
159 Southern Methodist 
6 Southern Mississippi 
Colorado State 16 Southern Utah. 
r 153 Southwest Missouri Stat 
168 Southwest Texas State 
53 ‘Southwestern Louisiana.. ‘Youngstown State 
53 Northem Arizona. 
3 Northern Ilinois 
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 
TSN AP Usa TpOM ATH—athlete int/Jgame—interceptions rec.—receptions 
1. Nebraska, 1, Nebraska 1. Nebraska. att.—attempts per game rec./game—receptions 
2, Florida 2, Florida 2. Tennessee avg.—average JC—junior college per game 
eee oe ieee! Z fect C—center Jr —juni RS—sat out 1995 as a 
SRE.  Bicauits SFE Se CB—cornerback K—kicker redshirt 
6. Kansas St, 6. Ohio St. 6, Kansas St. comp.—completions KR—kick returner S—safety 
7. Northwestem 7. Kansas St. _7. Northwestern DB—defensive back L—lineman SB—slotback 
8, Ohio St. 8.Northwestern 8. Ohio St. DE—defensive end LB—linebacker SE—split end 
9, Virginia Tech 9. Kansas 9, Virginia Tech DL—defensive lineman NT—nose tackle Soph.—sophomore 
och Piaae  aralleg aga ates DT—defensive tackle OL—offensive lineman Sr.—senior 
11.PennSt. 11.Notre Dame 11, USC fe 
42. Notre Dame USC 12, Penn State E—end OLB—outside linebacker St.—State 
13, USC 13, Penn St. Notre Dame. FB—fullback OT—offensive tackle T—tackle 
14. Texas 14, Texas: 14, Texas, FG/game—field goals per P—punter TB—tailback 
ts fade He ras ARM ie Texas ABM game PATs—points after TD TDs—touchdowns 
7 read 7, Michigan i aes FGs—field goals Prop 48—failed to meet TE—tight end 
18. Michigan 48, Oregon 18, Oregon FL—flanker requirements of WB—wingback 
19, Oregon 19. Syracuse 19, Michigan Fr.—freshman, Proposition 48 last year WR—wide receiver 
20. Auburn 20, Miami 20, Texas Tech G—guard pts.—points yds.—yards 
21. Miami 21. Alabama 21, Auburn HB—halfback pts./game—points per yds./game—yards per 
22, Alabama 22. Auburn 22. lowa IB_l-back 
23, Texas Tech 23. Texas Tech 23, East Carolina Pare cane game) 
24, Toledo 24, Toledo 24, Toledo ILB—inside linebacker QB—quarterback 
25, East Carolina 25. lowa 25, Louisiana St. int.—interceptions RB—running back 
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EXCITING 
Notre Dame 
Fightin’ Irish 
MERCHANDISE 


Call for FREE Catalog 


1-800-825-2200 


OFFICIALLY LICENSED 


SPORT-JES * 30 EAST MAIN ST 
PLYMOUTH, PA 18651 
CODE 23 


(@ COLLEGE SCORES 


140 football, 1869 - 1987 24.20 
103 small colleges, 1871-1994 21.90 
100 basketball, 1893 - 1990 24.70 


Free catalog, money-back guarantee. 
Send check, m.o,, Visa, MC info to: 
RAIN BELT PUBLICATIONS 

18806-40th Av W., Lynnwood, Wa 98036 


SYSKO’S SPORTS BOOKS 
Instructional Football Books & Videos 
For a FREE CATALOG 


I°SOO°932°2554 


or write: Sysko’s Sports Books 
30 W. Main, P.O. Box 6, Benton, WI 53803 


‘Siiseting Means Urcominc Yearzooxs 


OnSale Ad Close 
Hockey 9103 
97 


Pro 
Basketball 


College 
Basketball 


10/15 


Fantasy 12/24 


Baseball 
‘97 Baseball 2/25/96 12/26 
Call to reserve your space 


1-800-445-2714 


NU-TEK 


ELECTRONICS 


Leading the way to excellence 


W1 Year warranty 


Cable TV Converter 


am & DESCRAMBLERS 


30 Day Money Back Guarantee 


(less shipping & handling) 


Sales Hours-Available 24 Hours 


Over 7 Years Experience 


(W Full-Time Technical Support 


1-800-228-7404 


The Daily Sports Page 
--- via e-mail --- 
Baseball, Football, Basketball 
Hockey, Nascar, Indy & more... 
Results for all major sporting events! 
(scores, standing, transactions, etc..) 
We e-mail them to you “early” every 
morning...! Send 12.95 
Please include your “e-mail” address! 
The Daily Sports Page, SNCF 
9719 S.E, Grant Court 
Portland, OR 97216 


CABLE TV 
* CONVERTERS & ACCESSORIES 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
* LOWEST PRICES 
* FREE CATALOG 
* IMMEDIATE SHIPPING 


PERFORMANCE ELECTRONICS 
233 N. 48th, Ste. MBE, Lincoln, NE 68504 


1-800-815-1512 


FANTASY SPORTS 


FANTASY FOOTBALL LEAGUES NOW FORMING! 
We Offer: » No Charge For Trades/Free Agents 
* Continuous & One-Year Leagues 
+ Phone, Mail or Live Drafts 
+ $500 GASH to EVERY League Champion 
+ Prices Start at Only $50 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE BROCHURE 


800-988-TDFS ¢ FREE FAX SERVICE 215-537-4559 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 
COLLEGE and PRO Leagues Now Forming 
Call Toll Free 1-888-653-8344 
for a “FREE” brochure outlining the season 
FFAA-Box 561803 Miami, Florida 33256 
(305) 598-7271 FFAA1996@aol.com 


NEW Product 


No Converter Box Necessary 
Works With All Systems 
Call 1-800-664-6999 


‘ Call today for your FREE catalo; 
ACs | EW Online at http: 


fregister.com/nute 


Over 800 College and Pro teams included 
© 256 teams from the ‘95 season © Unmatched 
statistical accuracy ® Stats compiler « Full team and 
player statistical breakdown ® You call the plays and 
timeouts * Compare scouting reports * Use the two- 
minute rule * Standings & League Leaders * Auto 
‘scheduler with actual schedule and much more! 


ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
For more information, call or write for a free brochure, 
1-800-477-7032 


P.O. BOX 100594 + NASHVILLE, TN 37224 


VARSITY GRIDIRON 
The Game of College Football 
Board Game Features: 
le Top 25 Teams from 1995 S 
ls Unique Play-by-Play Action we S 
|* Solitaire or Head-to-Head Play 


le Updated Teams Every Year 


For Free Game Brochure, contact: 

Address: Varsity Sports Industries 
6612 Mineral Point Road 
Madison, WI 53705 

Phone: (608) 827-0264 


E-Mail: VSIGame: 


TSN Advertising Rates 
1-800-445-2714 


(3s) NCAA AUTHENTICS (@ 
=< FOOTBALL & BASKETBALL © 
ALSO AVAILABLE NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB AUTHENTICS: 

<A DON'T BE FOOLED BY IMITATIONS! 

See ATONS WER 

9 RNER 9 RIDGE TRAIL ORMOND BCH, FL 32174 

ATS CO) ORDERS & INQUIRIES: 

PHONE (904) 677-7496 FAX (04) 6 

= = 


5114 


THE CLOSER 


Catching up with...Jack Mildren 


In Oklahoma football lore, the ’71 Nebraska game remains a classic—and Mildren'’s Sooners lost 


By BOB COLON 


Some called it the “Game of the Decade.” 
Others thought in loftier terms, labeling it 
the “Game of the Century.” This was long 
before either billing became commonplace. 

It was No. 1 Nebraska vs. No. 2 
Oklahoma, Thanksgiving Day 1971, in 
Norman, Okla. And it lived up to the hype. 

Nebraska was 10-0, defending national 
champion in one poll and unbeaten in 29 
games. Bob Devaney’s crunching defense 
was allowing 6.4 points per game. Chuck 
Fairbanks’ 9-0 Sooners were averaging 45 
points, and their slick wishbone offense 
was amassing 563 yards per outing. 

Jack Mildren, Oklahoma's quarterback 
that day, says people still ask him about the 
titanic clash and that he and Jerry Tagge, 
his Nebraska counterpart, have become 
close friends. 

“Tagge and I do interviews right before 
OU-Nebraska games,” says Mildren, 46, an 
Oklahoma City resident and president of 
Pre-Paid Legal Services, sort of a legal 
HMO. “We have also done interviews when 
No. Land No. 2 teams meet.” 

Mildren had a memorable day against 
the Huskers. He scored two touchdowns 
and fired two touchdown passes to Jon 
Harrison. Mildren rushed for 130 yards and 
passed for 137 as Oklahoma—despite three 
lost fumbles—outgained Nebraska, 467 
yards to 362. 

“Tm surprised people are still talking 25 
years later about a game played by 18-, 19- 
and 20-year-olds,” Mildren says. “The game 
was everything college football can be, 
played between student/athletes and not 
athlete/students. Both teams came from 
behind twice. There was one penalty and 
nearly 900 yards of offense. 

“Oklahoma played as well as it could; 
you can’t ask anymore. We put them behind 
at the half (the Sooners seized the lead, 17- 
14, on Mildren’s first scoring pass). I felt we 
were in control.” 

The Sooners weren't. With Jeff Kinney 
scoring two short-yardage touchdowns in 
the third quarter and Nebraska's defense 
thwarting Greg Pruitt (a 1,665-yard rusher 
that season), the Cornhuskers took a 28-17 
lead. Mildren rallied his troops once more, 
though. He made his second touchdown 
run in the final halfminute of the period, 
then connected with Harrison midway 
through the fourth quarter on a 16-yard 
strike that put Oklahoma ahead, 31-28. 

Nebraska answered with a crushing 74- 
yard drive, consuming 5% minutes, with 
Kinney’s fourth touchdown of the day send- 
ing the Huskers back in front, 35-31. It 
would end that way, with Mildren and Co. 
unable to threaten in the final 1:38. 

Mildren rejects the notion that the 
Cornhuskers’ containment of Pruitt, who 
managed 53 yards, was pivotal. “That's sim- 
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Sports or politics, Jack Mildren (left, with his Oklahoma coach, Chuck Fairbanks, and, right, as a candidate) 
reveled in many victories and showed class in rare defeats. And his competitive fire is still burning. 


ply the way they chose to play things,” he 
says. “We (adjusted and) ... got 31 points 
and 470 total yards against that defense. 
Not a bad day.” 

Nor does he bemoan Husker star 
Johnny Rodgers’ 72-yard punt return that 
accounted for the game’s first points. “We 
thought there was a clip, but it wasn't 
called. That's the way it is.” He does ago- 
nize over the Sooners’ momentum-killing 
fumbles (one of them his own). 

Still, “I have pleasant memories about 
the game,” Mildren says. “People in 
Oklahoma have a nice feeling. You think 
about things you could have done better. 
It’s amazing that in OU lore we talk about 
this game so much—and we lost.” 

The Huskers repeated as national cham- 
pions. In the final ‘71 AP poll, Big Eight 
Conference teams ranked 1-2-3, with 
Oklahoma second and Colorado third. 

Mildren then played three years in the 
NFL, mostly as a defensive back, with the 
Colts and Patriots. With a degree in petro- 
Jeum land management, he went on to head 
an oil and gas company and remained in the 
petroleum business until gravitating to poli- 
tics in 1990. 

“It (politics) was not something I 
dreamed about as a teenager, nothing I 
dreamed about at all,” Mildren says. “Like 
so many citizens, I was frustrated with the 
way things were going economically and 
socially. ... Rather than just complain, I got 
involved in politics. By and large, it has 
been a wonderful experience.” 

Mildren made the quantum leap from 
political novice to candidate for lieutenant 
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governor of Oklahoma. And, reminiscent of 
his athletic days, he won. 

“Thad to fight the ‘jock stereotype'—J.C. 
Watts can tell you about that,” says 
Mildren, alluding to a fellow Sooners quar- 
terback who won a Congressional seat in 
1994. “It was fun, though. Wonderful. I had 
the support of my family and friends. 
Oklahoma’s best asset is its people, 
Interacting with the press early (as an ath- 
lete) was a real benefit.” 

Mildren served four years (“I thought 
we made a difference”), then won the 
Democratic gubernatorial nomination in 
94. In the general election, he finished sec- 
ond in a three-way race. 

“Losing was distasteful,” he says, “but 
the fire is not out. We're keeping our 
options open. I enjoyed the political arena. 
T'm not putting that in the past tense, either. 
We haven't ruled out anything.” 

After the bump in his political road, 
Mildren turned to developing and marketing 
legal-service plans. Whatever his field of 
endeavor, though, he still is connected to 
sports. Son Drew was a sophomore backup 
quarterback at Oklahoma City's Casady 
High School in 95, and the Oklahoma pro- 
gram is never far from his thoughts. 

Mildren supports the Sooners’ hiring of 
John Blake as coach. “Blake is a wonderful 
choice,” Mildren says. “The excitement has 
come back to OU football.” 

Maybe so, but it may never equal what 
occurred (in a losing cause, no less) - 
November 25, 1971. 

Bob Colon is sports editor of the Daly 
Oklahoman in Oklahoma City, 
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